


FVD WILL REVIEW FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS 
FOR FILING EVALUATION:

Intimate Partner 
Homicide

Intimate Sexual Abuse 
(including lived 

together > 6 months or 
dated for 1 yr)

Intimate Partner 
Violence (IPV)

Elder Abuse Physical - 
involving IPV

Child Homicide Child Physical 
Abuse/Endangerment

Other Family Member 
Homicide – lived 

together > 6 months

Other Family Member 
Violence (lived together 
> 6 months, those not 

in EAS review)

Stalking – involving 
intimate partners

AHT Fatal – refer to 
Complex Child Abuse 

Section

AHT Non-Fatal – refer 
to Complex Child Abuse 

Section



FVD Mission
1) Vertically prosecute cases alleging the 

most severe and complex intimate partner 
abuse, assaultive conduct between 
household family, and child abuse.

2) Provide training, consultation, and support 
services for DDAs,  DCFS,  law 
enforcement, and wide variety of 
organizations covering the spectrum of 
domestic violence and child abuse.



FVD Cases
Countywide

East Region

Alhambra/Pasadena  
      Glendale
       Burbank

Norwalk         
     Bellflower       
      Downey           

Pomona           
      El Monte       
       West Covina 
   

South Region

Airport   

Compton  

Long Beach 

Torrance  
   Inglewood 
 

North Region

Central               

Antelope Valley             

San Fernando             
       Santa Clarita             

Van Nuys             

CCAS

Entire County
 

 





COMPLEX CHILD ABUSE SECTION

CCAS

Abusive Head 
Trauma

Child Homicides
• Time of Death 

Issues
• Cause of Death 

Issues

Torture

Not 
CCAS

Shooting

Stabbing
Other 
Drugs

No Cause of 
Death or 
Time of 

Death Issues

Child 
Fentanyl 

Overdoses

CCAS:
Jonathan Hatami, Assistant Head Deputy
MacKenzie Teymouri, North County
Brian Rosenberg, South County



ESCARs





 custody battles
 indoctrination
 neglect
 harm



Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 
Office

BUREAU OF VICTIM SERVICES

with a special emphasis on

CERTIFIED CHILD LIFE SPECIALIST &
MDT FORENSIC INTERVIEW/ 

CHILDRENS’S ADVOCACY CENTERS

Jasmine Gaytan Victim Service Representative II  Cecilia Zamora Victim Service 
Representative II

Jgaytan@da.lacounty.gov    
 czamora@da.lacounty.gov

O: 213-257-2173      O: 
213-257-2172



LADA 
BUREAU OF 
VICTIM 
SERVICES

The Bureau of Victim Services (BVS) 
provides essential services to victims of 
crime that are mandated by the California 
Constitution, Penal Code and Government 
Code.  BVS has been designated by the 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
as the major provider of comprehensive 
services to victims and witnesses in Los 
Angeles County.  (Penal Code 13835 and 
13835.2).



I. Direct 
Services
-51 Direct 
Service VSRs 
are in DA 
offices and 
police stations 
throughout LA 
County.

II. Claims’ Verification Unit
-17 VSRs work in the Claims Verification Unit 
(CVU) assist victims pursuant to Government 
Code 13950 et seq.  Our Claims’ Service 
Representatives determine CalVCB eligibility 
and compensation amounts for victims based 
on statutory guidelines and limitations.
III. Restitution Enhancement Program
-Restitution paralegals assist victims in 
determining an amount for a restitution order.



Los Angeles District Attorney
Victim Sites 
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1) Criminal Justice Center/HOJ
a) Central
b) Elder Abuse
c) Family Violence
d) Human Trafficking
e) Realignment Victim Services Program 

/ Post-Conviction Proceedings
f) Sex Crimes
g) Community Violence Reduction
h) Victim Services K-9 Unit
i) Victims’ Rights Assistance

2) Airport
3) Alhambra
4) Antelope Valley
5) Compton

a) Community Violence Reduction
6) Downey - Victims’ Rights Assistance
7) East Los Angeles Juvenile
8) El Monte
9) Inglewood
10) Long Beach

a) Elder Abuse 
b) Juvenile Advocacy Services

11) Norwalk
12) Pasadena
13) Pomona
14) San Fernando
15) Torrance
16) Van Nuys
17) West Covina

 a)     Victims’ Rights Assistance
18) LAPD Central
19) LAPD Hollywood
20) LAPD Rampart

21) LAPD South Bureau Homicide
22) LAPD Southeast
23) LAPD Southwest
24) LASD Antelope Valley – Special 

Victims Bureau
25) LASD Homicide Bureau
26) LASD Santa Clarita
27) LASD South Los Angeles
28) LASD Special Victims Bureau
29) LASD West Hollywood
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“How can we 
assist a crime 
victim and 
their 
family?”



MANDATORY VICTIM 
SERVICES 
Penal Code  § 13835.5
• Crisis Intervention
• Emergency Assistance
• Resource & Referral Counseling
• Victim Compensation Assistance
• Return of Property 
• Orientation to the Criminal Justice System
• Court Escort/Support
• Case Status/Disposition Information
• Restitution Assistance



OPTIONAL VICTIM SERVICES 
   Penal Code § 13835.5

• Creditor/Employer Intervention

• Restitution Information & Referral

• Notification Court Calendar Changes

• Funeral Arrangement Assistance

• Temporary Restraining Order Information

• Witness Protection Assistance/Relocation



VICTIM 
SERVICES (VS) 
K9 Unit 3 VSRs are dog handlers for our 

Facility Dogs Skippy, Lennox and 
Nora.

Assist children and other victims 
while they testify.  

Penal Code Section 868.4 allows 
facility and therapy dogs to assist 
crime victims while they testify in 
the criminal justice or juvenile 
delinquency process.



Certified 
Child Life 
Specialists 
(CCLS)

• The Bureau of Victim Services would like to make 
sure every child who survives fatal family violence is 
cared for given the trauma they’ve experienced.

• CCLS provide Grief-Trauma Informed Services for 
minor victims/witnesses. This includes making home 
visits and attempting to meet the child and family 
where they are at in their trauma and in the 
comforts and safety of their home.

In the event a Certified Child Life Specialist is needed 
for grief counseling. Please contact Certified Child Life 
Specialist, 
• Linda Garcia lgarcia1952@att.net
• 818-406-3723

mailto:lgarcia1952@att.net






Forensic Interview/
Children’s Advocacy 
Centers

The first Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) started in 
Huntsville, Alabama in 1985 in response to child sexual 
abuse.

Now over 1000 CACs operating in the United States and 
in more than 34 countries throughout the world.

The CAC Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) includes law 
enforcement, prosecution, child protection, advocates, 
medical (SART), and mental health as one coordinated 
team.

Goal to minimize trauma and lead to more effective and 
thorough investigations



Penal Code 
Section 

§11166.4

• Each county may use a CAC to implement a coordinated 
multidisciplinary response to investigate child abuse.

• A CAC shall meet the following standards (largely follows NCA’s 
accreditation standards):

(1) Multidisciplinary Team
(2) Cultural Competency and Diversity 
(3) Organizational Capacity
(4) Child-focused setting
(5) Written protocols for case review and a case tracking 
system.
(6) Medical professional must have specific training in child 
abuse or child sexual abuse examinations.
(7) Mental Health must be trained in/deliver trauma-focused, 
evidence-supported mental health treatments.
(8) Forensic Interviews conducted in forensically sound 
manner.  Interviews confidential and not public records.
(9) All recordings released only in response to court order.  
Court shall issue protective order. 



National Children’s 
Alliance
• The National Children’s Alliance sets accreditation standards for CACs:
•  

•   Multidisciplinary Team
•   Cultural Competency and Diversity
•   Forensic Interviews – trained in best practices and conduct peer 

review
•   Victim Support and Advocacy
•   Medical Evaluation
•   Mental Health
•   Monthly Case Review
•   Case Tracking
•   Organizational Capacity
•   Child Focused Setting



Los Angeles 
Forensic 
Interview 
Centers 
“The 
Collaborative”

Since 2019, all Centers meet regularly, coordinate services and 
collaborate efforts to benefit all children in Los Angeles 
County.  

Some Centers function as a multidisciplinary team (MDT) of 
law enforcement, DCFS, and LADA

Some are CACs accredited by the National Children’s Alliance.  
Four are hospital based, two are non-profits and one is 

university based.  
Some provide forensic interviews for children who have been 

sexually abused;  some for children who have been physically 
and/or sexually abused; and some provide interviews of 
children who have witnessed acts of violence.  

Some also provide interviews of adults with developmental 
disabilities.  

LADA is part of the MDT for each center
Any MDT members may use any Center.



7 Child Forensic 
Interview Centers 

(9 locations) in Los 
Angeles County

1. Inner Circle Children’s 
Advocacy Center 1216 W. 
Ave. J, Suite 500, Lancaster, 
CA 93534

2. Inner Circle Children’s 
Advocacy Center 1000 
Corporate Center Drive, Ste. 
308, Monterey Park, CA 
91754

3. Los Angeles County Harbor – 
UCLA Medical Center Kids 
HUB Clinic, 21840 
Normandie Avenue, 
Torrance, CA 90502

4. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Pediatric Hub CAC 1721 East 
120th Street, Los Angeles, 
CA 90059

5. Strength United Family 
Justice Center/Center for 
Assault Treatment Services 
(CATS) 14651 Oxnard Street, 
Van Nuys, CA 91411

6. Stuart House Rape 
Treatment Center Santa 

Monica-UCLA Medical 
Center 1317 15th Street, 
Santa Monica, California 
90404

7. The Children’s Advocacy 
Center for Child Abuse 
Assessment and Treatment 
1650 E. Old Badillo St. #C3, 
Covina, CA 91724

8. The Children’s Advocacy 
Center for Child Abuse 
Assessment and Treatment 
10413 Los Alamitos Blvd., 
Los Alamitos CA 90270

9. USC Gould School of Law 
Child Interviewing Lab 
Edelman’s Children’s Court, 
201 Centre Plaza Drive, 
Monterey Park, CA 91754     
(behind #2 on map)



Map of all 
Centers in Los 

Angeles 
County 



Victim-Centered Approach
Collaboration with local community resources, law 

enforcement agencies, certified child life specialists, and 
child advocacy centers to help “victims become survivors.”

Kathy Cady
Director, Bureau of Victim Services

kcady@da.lacounty.gov

mailto:kcady@dlawgroup.com


Questions?
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