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 February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. Raising awareness on teen 

dating violence is important to empower youth to recognize signs of dating violence, and 

equip them with the tools to develop safe, healthy, and respectful relationships. Teen 

dating violence does not just refer to physical abuse but also involves, emotional, 

sexual, verbal, and digital abuse. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, teen violence is common and impacts millions of youth throughout the 

United States. In fact, about one in twelve youth experience physical dating violence, 

and about one in ten experience sexual dating violence. Importantly, female students 

experience higher rates of physical and sexual dating violence, as well as those who 

identify as LGBTQ+ or are unsure of their gender identify.  

 Teen dating violence can impact anyone and can have deadly consequences. 

Such was the case of the teen in Azusa who lost her life at the hands of her ex-

boyfriend days before Christmas in December 2024. As a result of this tragic case, last 

year, the Board approved a motion to raise awareness on domestic violence prevention, 

directing the Department of Public Health (DPH) in partnership with the Los Angeles 

County Office of Education (LACOE) to develop a prevention toolkit to raise awareness 

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/199152.pdf
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on teen dating violence. In response to this motion, and recognizing that beliefs and 

behaviors around relationships are often shaped during adolescence, the team 

developed the “Check for Respect: Teen Dating Violence Prevention Toolkit,” 

specifically designed for youth ages 12–24.  

The “Check for Respect: Teen Dating Violence Prevention Toolkit” will launch in 

February 2026 in alignment with Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month, with toolkit 

materials available on the "Check for Respect" website. DPH’s Office of Violence 

Prevention will disseminate the toolkit widely, including via community-based 

organizations and in partnership with LACOE and the Los Angeles Unified School 

District. The toolkit includes information on recognizing signs of abuse, 

existing resources to prevent intimate partner violence, and information on raising 

awareness on the prevalence of intimate partner violence and healthy relationship 

dynamics. Notably, the toolkit was reviewed by youth ages 14-18 throughout the 

County, and their feedback was directly incorporated to ensure it adequately centered 

youth. 

Proclaiming February 2026 as Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month in Los 

Angeles County and promoting the “Check for Respect: Teen Dating Violence 

Prevention Toolkit” will amplify the County’s ongoing commitment to raising awareness 

and preventing teen dating violence, while empowering youth to develop healthy 

relationships.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2Fcheckforrespect%2Fhome__%3B!!LVq-52eSbsHOEHc!4B2a8nxjSg_ppqqFeMagBV71iVoJUVoy_kJkcOpm2JsuxCgjsE3Wact08TYGOTL4tpd4FvDi2lC-Em_8pyAA8pWrJCIe_pz5iqpD3mU9%24&data=05%7C02%7CJGarcia-Delgadillo%40bos.lacounty.gov%7Cfb0a39c4ba094ea9f3e108de4e31e3e3%7C7faea7986ad04fc9b068fcbcaed341f6%7C0%7C0%7C639034173426597089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nDeTyXQrVRX747tNHQqyxEa2KledRGGFuMHMolKQT88%3D&reserved=0
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WE, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors declare February 2026 

as Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month across Los Angeles County, and encourage 

the Chief Executive Office Countywide Communications and all County Departments, in 

partnership with the Department of Public Health, to promote the “Check for Respect: 

Teen Dating Violence Prevention Toolkit”.  
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