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The following individuals submitted comments on agenda item:

Agenda # Relate To Position Name Comments

10.           Favor Ann  Dorsey

Brian  Chen

helen  eigenberg as someone who volunteered on the 988 suicide crisis line i know the lifeline 
that this line literally can be for the LGBTQ+ youth community! thank you!

Holly  Fishbein

Jodi  Kurata

Stefanee  Alcantar

Wesley  Saver

Oppose paul  burt I strongly oppose Supervisors Hahn and Horvath’s recommendation for a 
costly “Press 3” pilot on the 988 lifeline tailored to LGBTQ+ youth.... This 
diverts scarce resources from broader mental health needs amid LA County’s 
$52.5B 2025-26 budget crisis, including $1B+ in unaccounted AB 218 claims 
and $50M+ in homelessness program failures........LGBTQ+ adults alone, 
comprise just 9% of LA County’s adult population (665,000 people, per 
Williams Institute 2024 LACHS survey) and 9.5% statewide (2.8 million adults, 
per PPIC 2024 Household Pulse analysis)—a small fraction unlikely to justify 
specialized infrastructure like procurement, budgeting, and timelines for a 
niche phone tree....
Nationally, the federal “Press 3” subnetwork cost $33M annually before its 
2025 shutdown, handling ~10% of 988 contacts (1.5M total since 2022, per 
SAMHSA)—yet even that was deemed unsustainable amid rising demand 
(10.8M total 988 contacts in first two years, up 80% since launch, per KFF 
2025)....California already funds 988 via AB 988 (Miles Hall Lifeline Act, 
2022), with $8M state earmark in FY23 ($0.20 per capita) and a 2025 five-
year blueprint emphasizing equity across all crises—not siloed pilots. Existing 
options like The Trevor Project (866-488-7386) and Trans Lifeline (877-565-
8860) provide targeted support without taxpayer-funded duplication. Prioritize 
universal access over niche pilots: reject this wasteful overreach.
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December 8, 2025 
 
The Honorable Kathryn Barger 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 W. Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Submitted via Public Comment Portal 
 
Re: Item 10 & 11 – 988 LGBTQ+ Youth Access – SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chair Barger and Members of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors: 
 
On behalf of HealthRIGHT 360, I write to express our strong support for Items 10 and 11, both of which 
advance urgently needed solutions to restore and protect 988 access for LGBTQ+ youth. We appreciate 
Supervisors Janice Hahn and Lindsey Horvath for bringing these items forward and for their leadership in 
safeguarding crisis services for some of the County’s most vulnerable young people. 
 
HealthRIGHT 360 is a nonprofit, community-based provider delivering mental health, substance use 
disorder treatment, primary medical and dental care, and reentry services across ten California counties, 
including Los Angeles. Each year, we serve more than 44,000 people, including LGBTQ+ youth and young 
adults seeking care that is affirming, trauma-informed, and accessible. Our programs see daily the 
profound impact that culturally competent crisis intervention can have, especially for individuals who 
face elevated risks of suicide, discrimination, and barriers to timely support. Restoring and strengthening 
the “Press 3” option is a critical step toward ensuring that every young person in crisis reaches someone 
who understands their lived experience. 
 
Item 10 outlines a path to re-establish a dedicated “Press 3” option locally and to pursue a parallel 
statewide solution. We fully support directing the Department of Mental Health to develop a local pilot 
proposal in coordination with CalHHS and SAMHSA; exploring procurement for LGBTQ+ youth-specific 
crisis counseling; and creating a budget and timeline that allow Los Angeles County to lead the nation in 
implementing affirming crisis services. We also strongly support the County’s intention to co-sponsor or 
support state legislation to create a statewide specialized “Press 3” option consistent with the County’s 
design. 
 
Item 11, which directs support for the federal 988 LGBTQ+ Youth Access Act of 2025 (S. 2826 and H.R. 
5434), is equally vital. Codifying the “Press 3” option at the federal level, and ensuring dedicated 
resources for its reinstatement and long-term operation, would restore a lifesaving, evidence-based 
service that LGBTQ+ youth across the country rely on. At a time when LGBTQ+ youth continue to 
experience disproportionately high rates of suicidal ideation and unmet mental health needs, federal 
action is both timely and essential. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and consideration. For further information about HealthRIGHT 360’s 
position, please contact me at wsaver@healthright360.org.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

986 Mission Street   San Francisco   California   94103   (415) 762-3700   www.healthRIGHT360.org  
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Wesley Saver 
Managing Director of Policy & Public Affairs 
HealthRIGHT 360 
wsaver@healthright360.org 
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