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December 8, 2025 Eﬁg@
360

The Honorable Kathryn Barger

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Get Better. Do Better. Be Better.
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration

500 W. Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Submitted via Public Comment Portal
Re: Item 10 & 11 — 988 LGBTQ+ Youth Access — SUPPORT
Dear Chair Barger and Members of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors:

On behalf of HealthRIGHT 360, | write to express our strong support for Items 10 and 11, both of which
advance urgently needed solutions to restore and protect 988 access for LGBTQ+ youth. We appreciate
Supervisors Janice Hahn and Lindsey Horvath for bringing these items forward and for their leadership in
safeguarding crisis services for some of the County’s most vulnerable young people.

HealthRIGHT 360 is a nonprofit, community-based provider delivering mental health, substance use
disorder treatment, primary medical and dental care, and reentry services across ten California counties,
including Los Angeles. Each year, we serve more than 44,000 people, including LGBTQ+ youth and young
adults seeking care that is affirming, trauma-informed, and accessible. Our programs see daily the
profound impact that culturally competent crisis intervention can have, especially for individuals who
face elevated risks of suicide, discrimination, and barriers to timely support. Restoring and strengthening
the “Press 3” option is a critical step toward ensuring that every young person in crisis reaches someone
who understands their lived experience.

Iltem 10 outlines a path to re-establish a dedicated “Press 3” option locally and to pursue a parallel
statewide solution. We fully support directing the Department of Mental Health to develop a local pilot
proposal in coordination with CalHHS and SAMHSA; exploring procurement for LGBTQ+ youth-specific
crisis counseling; and creating a budget and timeline that allow Los Angeles County to lead the nation in
implementing affirming crisis services. We also strongly support the County’s intention to co-sponsor or
support state legislation to create a statewide specialized “Press 3” option consistent with the County’s
design.

Iltem 11, which directs support for the federal 988 LGBTQ+ Youth Access Act of 2025 (S. 2826 and H.R.
5434), is equally vital. Codifying the “Press 3” option at the federal level, and ensuring dedicated
resources for its reinstatement and long-term operation, would restore a lifesaving, evidence-based
service that LGBTQ+ youth across the country rely on. At a time when LGBTQ+ youth continue to
experience disproportionately high rates of suicidal ideation and unmet mental health needs, federal
action is both timely and essential.

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. For further information about HealthRIGHT 360’s
position, please contact me at wsaver@healthright360.org.

Sincerely,
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Wesley Saver

Managing Director of Policy & Public Affairs
HealthRIGHT 360

wsaver@healthright360.org
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