
 
 

 

Action 27: Maintain, update, and use the countywide 
Climate Vulnerability Assessment to assess high-risk 
infrastructure assets and guide priority investments, 
projects, programs, and policy changes to address 
social and physical infrastructure risks. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CSO 

Partners County Counsel, DPH, DRP, ISD, 
LACoFD, LA County Parks, OEM, 
PW, Sheriff 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Public 
Health 

 

Action 28: Support the development and 
implementation of advanced clean technology, such 
as virtual power plants, vehicle-to-grid or 
vehicle-to-building technology, and microgrids, to 
build a more equitable and resilient grid. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CSO 

Partners ISD 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Energy 

 

Action 29: Develop and implement a County Heat 
Action Plan to ensure that communities, infrastructure, 
and ecosystems can thrive in the face of rising 
temperatures and more extreme heat. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CSO 

Partners CEO, DEO, DPH, DRP, ISD, LAAD, 
LACoFD, LA County Parks, OEM, 
PW  

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Public 
Health 

 

Action 30: Establish a collaborative regional approach 
to develop and implement a coastal resilience and 
adaptation program that uses sea level rise 
projections and environmental justice principles to 
protect public health and safety and coastal habitats 
and economies. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CSO, DBH 

Partners DRP 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Landscapes 
& Ecosystems, Land Use 

 

53  |  OurCounty  |  OurCountyLA.org 

 



 
 

 

Action 31: Develop a whole-home hazards retrofit 
program, including direct install support, for 
sustainable and resilient building upgrades that 
address risks, such as fire, heat, flood, drought, 
seismic events, and indoor air quality. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity CSO, ISD 

Partners DRP, OEM, PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Funding & 
Financing 

 

Action 32: Collaborate with climate-vulnerable 
communities, local organizations, and other 
community-based organizations to enhance capacity 
to engage in, plan for, and co-create programs and 
projects solutions for sustainability and climate 
resilience challenges. 

Horizon Near to Medium Term 

Lead County Entity CSO 

Partners Arts & Culture, DPH, DRP,  LAAD, 
LACDA, LA County Parks, 
Library, OEM, PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience 

 

Action 33: Collaborate with County departments, 
academic institutions, local Tribes, nongovernmental 
organizations, local jurisdictions, and other partners to 
review lessons learned from past disasters and apply 
insights to proactively strengthen preparedness, 
response, and resilience strategies. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CSO 

Partners All departments 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience 
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Climate Vulnerability Assessment & LA County Heat Action Plan 

 

Left map shows the average annual high-heat days from 2006 to 2018; right map shows projected average annual high-heat days 
from 2040 to 2060. The maps depict air temperatures alone and do not include the impact of radiant heat and humidity nor the 
frequency and duration of heat waves. 
 
Los Angeles County is already facing the impacts of climate change, including more frequent and severe extreme 
heat, wildfires, coastal and inland flooding, and drought. To better understand these risks, and as called for in the 2019 
OurCounty Sustainability Plan, the County completed a Climate Vulnerability Assessment in 2021 to identify 
communities and infrastructure most at risk. 
 
The assessment evaluates climate hazards, social and physical vulnerability to these hazards, and cascading 
impacts—how failures in one system can disrupt others. It highlights both geographic areas and population 
characteristics associated with higher sensitivity, such as housing conditions, health status, occupation, and income. 
This analysis helps the County prioritize adaptation efforts and direct resources to the most vulnerable communities. 
 
As shown in the maps on the previous page, air temperatures are projected to increase across the entire region. 
Heatwaves will become more frequent and severe, and vulnerable residents across the County may be burdened by 
heat impacts, such as impaired cognition, injuries, and heat-related illness. Whereas heat has historically been 
perceived as more of an inconvenience than an actual hazard, the County experiences an average of over 200 excess 
deaths annually during extreme heat.  
 
The County has already taken important steps to mitigate heat impacts, including the adoption of the cool roof 
ordinance in 2018, the Community Forest Management Plan in 2024, and the adoption of the Safe Maximum 
Temperature Threshold for Residential Units in 2025. Building on this work, the County is currently developing a Heat 
Action Plan to guide a more comprehensive, all-of-government approach to heat resilience. 
 
Source: Cal-Adapt (RCP 8.5/HadGEM-ES) 
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Heat-Stress Emergency Department Visits 

 
Annual Number of Emergency Department Visits and Hospital Admissions  

for Heat-Related Illness in Los Angeles County, 2005–2022 
 
 

 
Notes: 2016–2018 heat-related illness hospital admissions estimates have been updated to include heat-related 
illness in infants and other corrections; 2005–2015 estimates do not include cases of newborn environmental 
hyperthermia because of the limitation of ICD-9 codes. 
 
Climate change directly results in more high heat days and, absent any interventions, we can expect more heat 
stress–related emergency department visits as a result. As illustrated above, there has been an upward trend in 
heat-related illness hospital admissions or emergency department visits. Older adults, young children, outdoor 
workers, people with illnesses or disabilities, and the unhoused population are especially vulnerable to negative 
health impacts from extreme heat. 
 
Source: LA County Department of Public Health / California Department of Health Care Access yearly Emergency 
Department and Patient Discharge Data 



 
 

 

Strategy 2B: Transition to sustainable and healthy building design and construction  

Local governments have tremendous influence in shaping the future building stock. Priorities should include energy- 
and carbon-efficient buildings that also support occupant health and well-being.  

CALGreen, California’s Green Building Standards Code, is the nation’s first statewide green building code, setting 
minimum requirements for sustainable design, construction, and operation. Local jurisdictions can exceed CALGreen 
and energy code requirements by adopting reach codes to further cut emissions, improve efficiency, and promote 
healthier indoor environments.  

Meeting higher building standards can be complex, especially for property owners and developers with limited 
resources or technical expertise. Clear design guidelines and accessible technical assistance can help bridge this gap, 
making it easier to understand requirements, reduce costs, and implement effective strategies for energy efficiency, 
electrification, and indoor air quality. The County will lead the way through investments and improvements to its 
existing facilities and by demonstrating consistent and forward-looking climate change design standards for new 
construction. These tools and supports are essential for scaling sustainable building practices countywide. 

 

Action 34: Continue to adopt CALGreen Tier 1 green 
building standards and seek opportunities to adopt 
Tier 2 standards in alignment with County priorities 
and goals. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity PW 

Partners CSO 

Topic Tags Air Quality, Energy, Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction, Water 

 

Action 35: Create uniform climate change design 
guidelines for capital projects and develop a 
climate-focused capital improvement program that 
can be replicated by other jurisdictions.  

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CEO, CSO 

Partners DRP, ISD, LA County Parks, PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Public 
Health 
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Action 36: Maximize cool roof and solar and battery 
installation at the Los Angeles County Development 
Authority’s low-income housing facilities. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity LACDA 

Partners ISD 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Energy, 
Public Health 

 

Action 37: Provide technical assistance to building 
owners and operators to take action on County 
priorities, such as energy efficiency, decarbonization, 
water management, and indoor air quality. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity ISD 

Partners CSO, PW 

Topic Tags Air Quality, Climate Resilience, 
Energy, Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction 

 

The Sixth Revision of the Housing Element for the County of Los Angeles 

The Sixth Revision of the Housing Element for the County of Los Angeles (“Housing Element”) is the County’s 
roadmap for meeting housing needs in the unincorporated areas, with a focus on providing safe, decent, and 
affordable homes for current and future residents. It features seven core strategies, including Ensure Sustainability in 
Housing Production, which seeks to align new housing with climate and environmental goals. To do this, the Housing 
Element includes four supporting policies: Require consistency with the OurCounty Sustainability Plan; apply Green 
Building Standards to new development; support policies that reduce energy, water, and material consumption; and 
prioritize housing in locations that minimize environmental impacts (e.g., near transit or infill sites). This strategy 
ensures that housing growth not only meets demand but also contributes to the County’s broader goals for climate 
mitigation, climate resilience, and environmental justice. 
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Strategy 2C: Create an integrated and resilient water system  

Historically, water management in LA County has failed to account for the interconnectedness of all water, including 
groundwater, surface water, rainwater, and wastewater. This approach has led to a complex, disjointed system that is 
not well-suited to meet regional water demand and a changing climate, nor ensure reliability during shocks such as 
earthquakes and increasing climate-driven disasters such as wildfires.. With increased understanding of integrated 
water management strategies, recent planning efforts have focused on solutions that take a “one water” approach to 
water resources management, which recognizes this interconnectedness and achieves multiple benefits. Full 
implementation of these strategies, however, will require addressing fundamental challenges, including cost and 
existing governance structures.  

The County has made important strides toward supporting a more integrated and holistic water system. The passage 
of the Safe, Clean Water Program (Measure W) in 2018 created a new funding stream to support stormwater projects, 
with an emphasis on those that achieve multiple benefits, including addressing water quality and water supply and 
other goals, such as creating recreational space, supporting biodiversity, and focusing benefits in disadvantaged 
communities. In 2023, the Board adopted the County’s Water Plan, which presents a regional path toward a resilient 
water system for Los Angeles and was built collaboratively with communities and regional water agencies. The region 
must continue to build on this planning effort and implement the County’s Water Plan by investing in a 21st-century 
water system that prioritizes multi-benefit strategies and restores natural processes and cycles so that we are able to 
meet our region’s water needs both in the day to day, but also during times of emergencies and crisis.. 

 

Action 38: In alignment with the County’s Safe, Clean 
Water Program, invest in multi-benefit, nature-based 
stormwater management solutions that diversify and 
increase reliability of the water supply, reduce 
dependency on imported water, reduce impermeable 
area, and increase green space and vegetation, and 
maximize benefits to Native and disadvantaged 
communities. 

Horizon Ongoing 

Lead County Entity PW 

Partners Cities, CSO, LA County Parks 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Water 
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Action 39: Implement and adaptively manage the 
County Water Plan to realize the local water supply 
plan to maximize both centralized and decentralized 
sources, including large recycling projects, 
groundwater, stormwater capture, and the use of 
alternative water sources, such as gray water and 
rainwater, in addition to improved and efficient 
regional conveyance of water.   

Horizon Near to Medium Term 

Lead County Entity CEO, PW 

Partners DPH, LA County Parks, 
Wastewater management 
agencies 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Water 

 

Action 40: In alignment with the County Water Plan, 
support efforts to clean contaminated aquifers and 
protect groundwater basins from seawater intrusion 
and other pollutants. 

Horizon Near to Medium Term 

Lead County Entity PW 

Partners Groundwater management 
agencies 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Public 
Health, Water 

 

Action 41: In alignment with the County Water Plan, 
advocate for a collaborative approach to partnering 
with the region's various groundwater managers to 
sustainably manage regional groundwater basins and 
develop a regional stormwater-aquifer model to 
improve groundwater recharge.  

Horizon Medium to Long Term 

Lead County Entity PW 

Partners Groundwater management 
agencies 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Landscapes 
& Ecosystems, Public Health 

 

Action 42: Implement and adaptively manage existing 
programs to ensure effective, well-maintained  
flood-risk mitigation infrastructure to communities 
and include a mechanism to facilitate the reporting of 
incidents by residents/municipalities to help identify 
and address chronic local flooding issues.  

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity PW 

Partners Cities 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Water 
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LA County Water Plan 

Cumulative acre-feet of additional local water supply captured via projects in the County. 
​
In 2023, the Board of Supervisors adopted a first-of-its-kind regional roadmap called the Los Angeles County 
Water Plan (CWP), developed in collaboration with more than 200 water management agencies, Tribes, and 
interested parties. The plan outlines a shared, inclusive, regional path forward to sustainably and equitably achieve 
safe, clean, and reliable water resources for Los Angeles County. It focuses on four key areas: regional water supply 
reliability, groundwater management, small and at-risk water systems resilience, and sediment impact management 
from wildfires. Each key area includes measurable targets and metrics, such as the one shown above measuring 
additional water supply volumes provided by local projects annually. The graph visualizes these data as cumulative 
acre-feet, enabling the County and its partners to track progress over time. For example, the CWP includes a target 
to increase local supply sources by 580,000 acre-feet per year by 2045. As of 2024, just over 28,000 acre-feet have 
been added since 2020. CWP Task Forces have been established to implement elements of the CWP two-year action 
plans. A CWP Wildfire Working Group is also preparing recommendations on regional water resilience in light of the 
2025 LA wildfires.  
 
Source: LA County Water Plan 
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Water Supply Sources 

 
In 2023, LA County used about 1,286,000 gallons of water per capita per day (a 14 percent reduction from the 
1,490,000 gallons consumed per capita per day in 2017). More than half of the water used (59 percent) was sourced 
from outside the region, equivalent to the 2017 levels of imported water. Only 9 percent of water came from local 
recycled water sources, and 32 percent was sourced from local groundwater resources, also similar to 2017. More 
water from local sources means less energy and fewer emissions associated with transporting water long distances 
and more opportunity for a locally circular water system.  
 
Source: Metropolitan Water District 
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Strategy 2D: Ensure that shade and a climate-appropriate, healthy community tree canopy 
are equitably distributed 

The community forest—made up of trees on both public and private lands—is an essential part of a healthy 
neighborhood. Spread equitably and supported by other greening measures, a well-managed community forest 
throughout LA County can deliver healthier soils, biodiversity, habitats, shading from heat, and greater community 
health and well-being. As a part of this strategy, the County will focus on implementing Room to Grow, the County’s 
first ever Community Forest Management Plan, which prioritizes resilient, climate-appropriate trees and shade equity. 
The plan also supports conserving mature trees and properly managing resources to ensure that trees thrive in our 
communities. In addition to expanding tree canopy, the County will pursue the strategies detailed in the forthcoming 
County Heat Action Plan to implement other types of street-level shade infrastructure, such as canopies and shade 
structures, to provide a variety of effective and equitable cooling solutions.  

 

Action 43: Implement priority actions from the Room 
to Grow: the Los Angeles County Community Forest 
Management Plan (CFMP). 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CSO 

Partners ACWM, DBH, DEO, DPH, DRP, 
LACoFD, LA County Parks, PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction, Landscapes & 
Ecosystems, Public Health 

 

Action 44: Complete an assessment identifying early 
opportunities for depaving projects in multiple high 
tree canopy–need communities, including on public 
and private property and at schools. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity CSO, DPH 

Partners PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Landscapes 
& Ecosystems, Water 
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Community Forest Management Plan 

 
The Los Angeles County Room to Grow: Community Forest Management Plan (CFMP) is a long-term, actionable 
plan to maintain, protect, and expand the tree canopy in unincorporated communities. Acknowledging disparities in 
tree canopy cover, which ranges from just 1 percent to over 50 percent, the plan sets a target of at least 15 percent 
canopy cover in every community and 20 percent coverage across all unincorporated areas in total. The plan is 
organized around five key themes: Equitable Tree Canopy; Regional Community Forest; County Tree Management; 
Workforce and Economic Opportunities; and Commitment to Funding and Partnerships. The CFMP outlines such 
actions as extending watering periods for new trees, prioritizing depaving (i.e., removing materials like asphalt and 
concrete and replacing it with soil and growing space for trees and other plants) in low-canopy areas, and exploring 
strategies to support native trees and fruit trees.  
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Goal 3. Equitable and sustainable land use and 
development without displacement 

 

LA County’s rapid and sprawling development in the 1900s led to the situating of much existing 
housing in what are now known to be high fire-hazard areas, placed burdens on infrastructure, 
lengthened commute times, and increased pollution. At the same time, housing production has 

failed to keep pace with housing demand, especially for affordable units. 

By rethinking our land use and development standards, we can more effectively accommodate 
additional affordable housing and climate-resilient growth while protecting our low-income 

residents and small businesses from development-driven displacement. Infill development, such as 
small-scale multifamily housing, combined with policy tools, such as rent stabilization, can enable 
existing community members to remain in their homes while providing more housing options for 

current and new residents through more compact, mixed-use development. Land use and 
development decisions in LA County should pursue outcomes that are inclusive, safe, healthy, 

accessible, and transit-oriented. 
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How will we work toward achieving this goal?  

Strategies  

Strategy 3A: Increase housing production and density and limit urban sprawl 

Strategy 3B: Promote walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods  

Strategy 3C: Ensure that public investments do not facilitate displacement, particularly of disadvantaged communities 

Strategy 3D: Limit development in high flood and high fire hazard areas  

Targets 

 Baseline Progress 2030 Target 2035 Target 2045 Target 

 17 cities and/or 
unincorporated 
communities had a walk 
score of 70 or higher as of 
2019. 

Source: WalkScore 

27 cities and/or 
unincorporated 
communities had 
a walk score of 70 
or higher as of 
2024. 

Ensure that 30 
cities and/or 
unincorporated 
communities 
have a walk score 
of 70 or higher         

Ensure that 35 
cities and/or 
unincorporated 
communities 
have a walk score 
of 70 or higher 

Ensure that 45 
cities and/or 
unincorporated 
communities 
have a walk 
score of 70 or 
higher 

4,330 affordable units 
were granted certificates 
of occupancy in 2024, and 
1,118 units were demolished 
or destroyed. 

Source: California 
Department of Housing 
and Community 
Development 

New target, no 
progress update. 

At least 1:1 
replacement of 
demolished 
housing units with 
equally 
affordable units 
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Strategy 3A: Increase housing production and density, and limit urban sprawl   

Many of our most celebrated neighborhoods have buildings and a mix of land uses that would be impossible to 
re-create under today's zoning codes. Modern zoning rules largely promote single-family homes strictly separated 
from commercial districts and a transportation system centered on cars. Rethinking this type of zoning and targeting 
strategic growth in our developed areas will efficiently use our existing infrastructure. We will have new homes in urban 
areas that are well-connected to transit, jobs, and services. This type of growth reduces environmental impacts while 
creating a more sustainable economy.  

Meanwhile, urban and exurban sprawl development, in which new large communities are built on the urban periphery 
or in even more distant outlying areas, can create significant air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions as well as fire 
hazards, destroy our remaining natural and working lands, and threaten our traditionally rural towns. Large, new 
low-density areas generate more vehicle miles traveled as residents drive to essential services and require costly 
expansions of roads and utility infrastructure.  

The County of Los Angeles will focus growth in existing communities by investing in infill housing, including “missing 
middle” options like duplexes, fourplexes, and small-scale multiunit buildings, and by working to protect agricultural and 
working lands from the threats of sprawl.  

 

Action 45: Update land use and development 
standards to facilitate production of infill housing, 
including "missing middle" housing and higher density 
housing development. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity DRP 

Partners PW, LACAHSA, LACDA 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Housing, 
Land Use 

 

Action 46: Support the preservation of agricultural 
and working lands by limiting their conversion, 
particularly in high fire and flood hazard areas, and 
identifying opportunities for incentivizing agricultural 
uses. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity DRP, OFS 

Partners State agencies 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Landscapes 
& Ecosystems, Land Use 

 

67  |  OurCounty  |  OurCountyLA.org 

 



 
 

Strategy 3B: Promote walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods  

The County will take a holistic approach to making neighborhoods more livable. It will address long-standing 
regulatory barriers and employ new strategies to ensure that residents can undertake a wide variety of daily errands 
and activities within walking distance of their homes. A complete neighborhood features grocery stores, banking 
institutions, childcare, parks and open spaces, robust public transit options, medical services, and much more within a 
small geographic vicinity. These spaces can create opportunities for more interaction and can build social connectivity 
and community resilience. 

Transit-oriented development (TOD) plays a key role in this vision by promoting a mix of land uses and building types 
near high-quality transit, supported by safe bicycle and pedestrian connections. TOD has many co-benefits, including 
positive health outcomes related to higher rates of walking and biking as well as cleaner air as a result of reduced car 
usage. OurCounty supports this pattern of development with policies shaping urban design, building density, right-sized 
parking, and first/last mile services that encourage transit ridership and reduce auto dependency. Providing shade 
through tree canopy and built infrastructure is also essential to support safe, comfortable active transportation, 
especially as temperatures rise - a key tenet of the forthcoming County Heat Action Plan. 

 

Action 47: Expand transit-oriented communities, 
which include vital public amenities, such as parks and 
active transportation infrastructure. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity DRP 

Partners Cities, LA County Parks, Metro 
and other transit agencies, PW 

Topic Tags Housing, Land Use, 
Transportation 

 

Action 48: Develop a rubric through the County’s 
Land Bank Pilot to evaluate properties that are most 
viable for the County to acquire to build affordable 
housing, including mapping layers with future public 
transit to identify opportunities for transit-oriented 
development. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity CEO 

Partners Cities, DRP, LACAHSA, LACDA, 
Metro and other transit 
agencies, PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Housing, 
Land Use, Transportation 
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Action 49: Promote walkability through various tools, 
including zoning that enables a mix of uses, 
pedestrian and active transportation enhancements 
with metrics (e.g., Walk Score) to demonstrate 
improvements, and public art and amenities. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity DPH, DRP  

Partners Arts & Culture, Metro and other 
transit agencies, PW  

Topic Tags Housing, Transportation 
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Walk Scores 

 
 

Walk Scores measure the walkability of 
towns and neighborhoods and consider such 
factors as distances between amenities, 
block length, intersection density, and 
population density. An area with a Walk 
Score between 90 and 100 is considered a 
“Walker’s Paradise.” Among cities in LA 
County, Walk Scores range between 19 and 
91, with an average score around 59 or 
"Somewhat Walkable." West Hollywood, 
Hermosa Beach, Santa Monica, and 
Huntington Park rank among the highest in 
the County.  

 
Walk Scores offer one lens to understand 
walkability, but they are not fully 
representative of the issue. For instance, 
Walk Scores do not account for pedestrian 
safety factors, such as pedestrian crash 
rates or sidewalk availability. Additionally, 
communities with fewer or more dispersed 
amenities are often the result of historic 
neighborhood disinvestment. As we work 
toward a more walkable LA County, we must 
also strive to address these structural 
challenges that can limit walkability and 
access to resources.  

 
Source: WalkScore 
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Step by Step: Los Angeles County Pedestrian Plans for Unincorporated Communities 

The LA County Department of Public Health develops community pedestrian plans to help enhance and encourage 
walkability in the unincorporated communities by identifying and addressing safety, accessibility, and infrastructure 
gaps. Each pedestrian plan provides guidance for completing the network of sidewalks, off-street paths, trails, and 
amenities (such as lighting, crosswalks and benches) that allow people to walk safely and comfortably to key 
destinations like parks and schools throughout a community. They also identify programs that promote walking, 
such as Safe Routes to School education and encouragement activities, open streets events like CicLAvia, or Safe 
Passages gang interventionists to ensure safe travel to schools and parks. As of October 2025, pedestrian plans 
have been completed for eight unincorporated communities, including East Los Angeles, East Rancho Dominguez, 
Florence-Firestone, Lake Los Angeles, Walnut Park, Westmont/West Athens, West Whittier-Los Nietos, and 
Willowbrook/West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria. Additional plans are currently in development for the communities 
of Alondra Park/El Camino Village, Del Aire/Wiseburn, Lennox, Rancho Dominguez, South San Jose Hills/West 
Puente Valley/Valinda, and West Carson. 
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Strategy 3C: Ensure that public investments do not facilitate displacement, particularly of 
disadvantaged communities 

Public investments that affect neighborhoods, such as the LA River restoration and TOD, can impact area land values. 
This can, in turn, drive up the cost of housing and small business rents. Additionally, “green gentrification” is when 
investments in urban greening and sustainability raise quality of life and property values and push out vulnerable 
residents.  

Proactive measures to stop rent hikes can prevent the development-driven displacement of low-income residents and 
businesses, ensuring they will benefit from improvements to transit access, neighborhood amenities, and social support 
networks. These tools are especially critical for low-income renters, people of color, immigrants, and other vulnerable 
groups who disproportionately experience housing insecurity.  

Recent County legislation to establish rent stabilization and other tenant protections is an important first step. Building 
on this foundation, the County will continue to support the expansion of tenant protections across jurisdictions and 
explore models to promote long-term affordability and community ownership. 

 

Action 50: Increase awareness of the County's Rent 
Stabilization Ordinances among vulnerable 
populations, including immigrant communities, and 
expand capacity of associated resources, such as the 
tenant protection hotline. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity DCBA 

Partners CEO, DRP, LACAHSA, LACDA 

Topic Tags Housing 

 

Action 51: Promote and enhance public awareness on 
the Tenant Right to Counsel Program that is essential 
in providing vulnerable tenants facing eviction and 
identify and pursue funding opportunities to support 
this work. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity DCBA 

Partners CEO, DRP, LACAHSA, LACDA 

Topic Tags Housing 
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Action 52: Provide technical assistance to cities to 
strengthen existing tenant protections and develop 
rent stabilization ordinances, including through 
convening regular housing summits for cities. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity DCBA 

Partners LACAHSA, LACDA 

Topic Tags Housing 

 

Action 53: Promote the development and growth of 
community land trusts, housing cooperatives, and 
other models for the provision of permanently 
affordable rental and ownership housing, including by 
identifying appropriate public land. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity LACDA 

Partners CEO, DCBA, LACAHSA 

Topic Tags Housing, Land Use 

 

Advancing Affordable Housing in LA County 

As part of the broader effort to address the housing crisis in unincorporated LA County, the Board of Supervisors 
adopted the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance and two rent stabilization ordinances to both expand housing 
opportunities and prevent displacement. The Inclusionary Housing Ordinance requires developers to set aside 
affordable housing units in specific submarkets when new residential developments are built. The Rent Stabilization 
and Tenant Protection Ordinance limits annual rent increases for rent-stabilized units, enacts just-cause eviction 
protections, and provides anti-harassment and retaliation protections. Finally, the Mobilehome Rent Stabilization and 
Mobilehome Owner Protections Ordinance limits annual rent increases for mobile home spaces and provides 
anti-harassment and retaliation protections. Collectively, these policies help increase the number of affordable 
housing units and ease the housing burden for renters in unincorporated LA County.  
 
The Los Angeles County Affordable Housing Solutions Agency (LACAHSA) is another lever with which the County is 
advancing affordable housing goals. Created in 2022 through state legislation, LACAHSA is a countywide agency that 
focuses on unlocking financing mechanisms to incentivize the construction of new affordable homes, preserving 
existing lower-rent housing, and ensuring that people can remain in their homes. LACAHSA also aims to establish new 
programs that offer rental assistance and free attorneys for those facing unfair evictions. 
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https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/inclusionary-housing/
https://dcba.lacounty.gov/rentstabilizationprogram/
https://dcba.lacounty.gov/rentstabilizationprogram/


 
 

Right to Counsel Ordinance and Stay Housed LA Program 

The Tenant Right to Counsel Ordinance provides free legal representation to eligible tenants facing eviction in 
unincorporated Los Angeles County. This ordinance institutionalizes the Stay Housed LA County (SHLA) program, a 
collaborative initiative providing outreach, education, and legal aid to tenants. SHLA aims to prevent tenant 
displacement and homelessness by ensuring tenants understand their rights and have access to legal support. 
 
Since SHLA’s inception in 2020, the program has connected over 23,000 tenants with free legal services. By codifying 
SHLA into law, the Tenant Right to Counsel Ordinance seeks to expand these services even further, ensuring that more 
tenants have the necessary support to navigate eviction proceedings and maintain housing stability.​  

 

74  |  OurCounty  |  OurCountyLA.org 

 

https://dcba.lacounty.gov/trtc/
https://www.stayhousedla.org/


 
 

Strategy 3D: Limit development in high flood and high fire hazard areas  

Understanding the climate hazard risks for communities across LA County is essential to keeping individuals safe and 
not facilitating development in risky settings. Current regulatory hazard maps and forward-looking climate hazard 
data allow us to identify the areas that are most at risk, including floodplains and the wildland-urban interface at the 
edge of developed areas.  

Wildfire is an integral component of ecological processes in LA County, but it is also on the rise because of hotter 
temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and wildland management practices. The numerous devastating 
wildfires across the region are a stark reminder of the risks posed to lives, homes, natural areas, and infrastructure. LA 
County is already seeing longer droughts punctuated by intense rain events, which not only increases fire risk, but 
leads to flood vulnerability. In planning for these climate-related hazards, it is important to support existing 
communities and better manage any future growth and development to reduce and avoid risks and impacts.   

 

Action 54: Incorporate climate projections into the 
regular updates of the building code, fire code, 
Hazard Mitigation Plan, Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan, and Floodplain Management Plan. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity PW 

Partners CSO, DRP, LACoFD, OEM 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Land Use 

 

Action 55: Evaluate and implement opportunities to 
protect, preserve, and restore floodplains, streams, 
and wetlands to maximize ecosystem services. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity DRP, CSO 

Partners DPH, LA County Parks, PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Landscapes 
& Ecosystems, Land Use, Water 

 

Action 56: Adopt a community wildfire protection 
ordinance and engage in and support the 
development, implementation, and maintenance of 
Community Wildfire Protection Plans. 

Horizon Near Term 

Lead County Entity DRP 

Partners CSO, LACoFD, OEM 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Land Use 
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Action 57: Increase flood insurance affordability 
countywide by maintaining, maximizing, and 
expanding jurisdictions’ participation in the FEMA 
National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating 
System. 

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity CSO 

Partners OEM, PW  

Topic Tags Climate Resilience 

 

Action 58: Explore the creation of managed 
vegetated land buffers in high fire hazard and flood 
risk areas to protect communities and increase 
access to open spaces that can also provide 
recreational, local food, and other community 
benefits.  

Horizon Medium Term 

Lead County Entity DRP, LA County Parks 

Partners CEO, CSO, LACoFD, PW 

Topic Tags Climate Resilience, Landscapes 
& Ecosystems, Land Use 
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Fire Hazard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) actively monitors areas based on Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones, which are determined based on factors such as fuel, slope, terrain, and weather patterns. Degrees of 
fire hazard can range from moderate to high or very high. Although these designations cannot predict where 
wildfires will occur or provide information about risk, they represent the probability of fire occurring in a given area 
based on physical conditions. An updated version of the Fire Hazard Severity Zones was released in 2025. Within LA 
County, there are about 770,000 acres of Very High Fire Hazard area, equivalent to the area of 180 Griffith Parks. 
This is an increase from just under 650,000 acres in the previous assessment.  
 
Following the January 2025 LA fires, the independent Blue Ribbon Commission on Climate Action and Fire-Safe 
Recovery was convened. Their final report provides recommendations on the coordination of regional recovery, 
ongoing fire mitigation, advancement of fire-resistant and resilient building standards, enhancing insurability, 
increasing distributed energy and water systems, and more. 
 
Source: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 
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Los Angeles Just Transition Strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2019, both the City and County of Los Angeles set ambitious goals to phase out oil and gas operations as part of 
their respective sustainability plans. The 2019 OurCounty Sustainability Plan called for a fossil fuel–free Los Angeles by 
2045, while the City’s Green New Deal committed to reducing exposure to harmful pollutants in disadvantaged 
communities and directed coordination with the County to develop a sunset strategy for oil and gas production. 
Today, Los Angeles County is home to about 8,200 active and idle oil and gas wells, many of which are located near 
homes, schools, and parks. 
 
In 2022, the CSO and the City collaborated with the cross-sector members of the Just Transition Task Force to develop 
and release a Los Angeles Just Transition Strategy, which provides recommendations to ensure a just transition for 
workers and communities impacted by the proposed phase-out of oil drilling and extraction activities. The long-term 
priority areas identified by the report are (1) support for workers, (2) site remediation and reuse, and (3) finance and 
coordination. Specifically, the three goals of the Just Transition Strategy are: 

●​ Provide oil workers impacted by the phase-out of drilling and extraction of oil with the necessary support to 
transition their skills into jobs of comparable, family-sustaining compensation or retirement in ways that 
promote livelihoods and dignity. 
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Los Angeles Countywide Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment 

 

The Los Angeles Countywide Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment (PNA) is a comprehensive study of the 
diverse parks and recreation facilities throughout LA County’s cities and unincorporated communities. Prepared by LA 
County Parks,, the PNA gathered data to determine the scope, scale, and location of park needs in the County. Since 
its adoption in July 2016, the PNA has been invaluable in guiding planning, decision-making, and resource allocation 
for parks and recreation. Specifically, the PNA informs the allocation and distribution of funding from Measure A, the 
Safe, Clean Neighborhood Parks and Beaches Measure, approved by voters in November 2016.  

Areas with High and Very High park need vary considerably in their locations and socioeconomic and demographic 
characteristics and include East Los Angeles, Pacoima, Walnut Park, and West Athens-Westmont. The County average 
is 3.3 acres of park land per 1,000 residents. Areas with High park need have an average of 1.6 park acres per 1,000 
residents, while areas with Very High need have less than an acre of park land per 1,000 residents.  

Since 2016, LA County Parks, other park agencies, and our partners have collectively tackled park inequities by 
creating new parks and improving existing ones across the County, especially in Very High and High park need 
communities. However, more work remains to be done. For example, the PNA+ reveals that although rural areas are 
relatively rich in parkland, they are lacking in certain amenities, especially water-based recreation facilities, such as 
swimming pools and splash pads, as well as shaded seating, play areas, and multiuse trails.  

Source: LA Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016  
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Indigenous Peoples Day Report and “We Are Still Here” Report 

Both the Indigenous Peoples Day Report and We Are Still Here are products of a larger U.S. movement aiming to 
recognize the historical and ongoing injustices faced by Indigenous communities. The reports are based on 
information shared with the Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian Commission by members of local Tribal 
nations and urban American Indian and Alaska Native community members. 

The Indigenous Peoples Day Report, published in 2021, identifies the barriers, including administrative practices and 
policies, that prevent local indigenous groups from pursuing cultural and religious practices on County lands. In 
collaboration with the County, local Tribal leaders and American Indian and Alaska Native community members 
provided recommendations to dismantle these barriers, including waiving event permitting fees, hiring tribal 
practitioners for land stewardship, developing land exclusivity agreements, and mandating staff educational events to 
promote cultural literacy.  

We Are Still Here, published in 2023, results from a motion calling on the County to acknowledge and apologize for the 
mistreatment of Native communities and take concrete action to rectify this harm. Report recommendations include 
establishing a Tribal Relations Office staffed with Native members, creating policies for land return, providing 
affordable housing and tax revenue sharing with Tribes, and incorporating indigenous history into County education. 
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https://lanaic.lacounty.gov/feedback-period-draft-indigenous-peoples-day-report/
https://lanaic.lacounty.gov/we-are-still-here-a-report-on-past-present-and-ongoing-harms-against-local-tribes/

