
Public Works is seeking Board approval to award a service contract to Finn Partners, Inc., for on-call 
elementary school environmental education program throughout the County of Los Angeles.

SUBJECT

December 03, 2024

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

SERVICE CONTRACT
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES CORE SERVICE AREA

AWARD OF SERVICE CONTRACT 
ON-CALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL 

EDUCATION PROGRAM
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Find that the contract work is not a project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act for 
the reasons stated in this Board letter.

2. Award the contract to Finn Partners, Inc., for on-call elementary school environmental education 
program.  This contract will be for a term of 1 year with four 1-year renewal options and a month-to-
month extension up to 6 months for a maximum potential contract term of 66 months and a 
maximum potential contract sum of $5,747,500. 

3. Delegate authority to the Director of Public Works or his designee to execute the contract; to 
renew the contract for each additional renewal option and extension period if, in the opinion of the 
Director of Public Works or his designee, Finn Partners, Inc., has successfully performed during the 
previous contract period and the services are still required; to approve and execute amendments to 
incorporate necessary changes within the scope of work; and to suspend and/or terminate the 



contract for convenience if it is in the best interest of the County to do so.

4. Delegate authority to the Director of Public Works or his designee to annually increase the 
contract amount up to an additional 10 percent of the annual contract sum, which is included in the 
maximum potential contract sum for unforeseen additional work within the scope of the contract if 
required, and to adjust the annual contract sum for each option year over the term of the contract to 
allow for an annual cost-of-living adjustment in accordance with County policy and the terms of the 
contract.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to award a contract to provide on-call and intermittent 
elementary school environmental education program services throughout the County of Los Angeles. 
 The program educates public and private school students from kindergarten through fifth grade 
(grades K-5) throughout the County of Los Angeles about stormwater pollution prevention, water 
conservation, household hazardous waste, organic waste, the four Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, 
and Rethink), and other waste reduction messages that help preserve the environment.  The 
program has provided waste reduction messages to youth for the last 21 years.  The program on 
average has reached 80,300 students annually through assembly presentations in the last 4 years.  

State laws and regulations require that cities and counties in California divert their generated solid 
waste from disposal in landfills. 

Public Works implemented public education programs for students in grades K-12 in the cities and 
County unincorporated areas as part of the County's efforts to meet waste diversion requirements.  
The program is offered to all Los Angeles County schools, and schools interested in the program 
participate.

Another key element of the program has been stormwater pollution prevention.  The 2012 National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System issued 
by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board requires the County, as a Permittee, to 
educate students in grades K-12 on stormwater pollution prevention.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

These recommendations support the County Strategic Plan: North Star 2, Foster Vibrant and 
Resilient Communities, Focus Area Goal D, Sustainability, Strategy i, Climate Health, by educating 
students on the importance of climate-resilient communities.  The recommended contractor has the 
specialized expertise to provide these services.  By contracting with this contractor, these strategic 
plan goals can be met accurately, efficiently, timely, and in a responsive manner.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  

The annual cost is $950,000 plus 10 percent of the annual contract sum for additional work within the 
scope of the contract and cost-of-living adjustments in accordance with the contract, including the 
four 1-year renewal options and a month-to month extension up to 6 months for a maximum potential 
contract term of 66 months with an estimated maximum potential contract sum of $5,747,500.  This 
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amount is based on the annual unit prices quoted by the contractor and Public Works' estimated 
annual utilization of the contractor's services.  The County may also authorize an extension of time to 
the contract's maximum potential term not to exceed 180 days with no additional funding.  
Adjustments will be made to the annual contract's sum for each option year over the term of the 
contract to allow for an annual cost-of living adjustment in accordance with County policy and the 
terms of the contract.

Funding for these services is included in the Solid Waste Management Fund (GD1) and Internal 
Service Fund (B04) (Services and Supplies) Fiscal Year 2024-25 Budgets.  The Internal Service 
Fund Budget will be reimbursed by the Flood Control District Fund (B07 – Services and Supplies).  
Funding to finance the contract's optional years and 10 percent additional funding for contingencies 
will be requested through the annual budget process. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

County Counsel has reviewed the contract as to form, which is substantially similar to the attached 
draft agreement (Enclosure A).  The recommended contract with Finn Partners, Inc., was solicited on 
an open-competitive basis and is in accordance with applicable Federal, State, and County 
requirements.  This contract will commence on January 1, 2025, or upon final execution by both 
parties, whichever occurs last.   

A standard service contract was used that contains terms and conditions in compliance with the 
Board's ordinances, policies, and programs.  Enclosure B reflects the proposer's utilization 
participation and community business enterprise program information.  Data regarding the 
proposer's minority participation is on file with Public Works.  The contractor was selected upon final 
analysis and consideration without regard to race, creed, gender, or color.

The current contract has been extended for a maximum of 6 months with a final expiration date of 
December 31, 2024; however, it will expire upon award and execution of this contract, which will 
continue the current services beyond the expiration date.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

In accordance with Section 15378(b) of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, 
approval of the recommended action does not constitute a project and, hence, is not subject to the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

On December 6, 2023, a notice of the Request for Proposals (RFP) was placed on the County's 
"Doing Business with Los Angeles County" website (Enclosure C), "Do Business with Public Works" 
website, and X (formerly Twitter).  Public Works also notified over 34,000 subscribers on its weekly 
GovDelivery notification of this RFP.  In addition, advertisements were placed in the Los Angeles 
Daily Journal, Los Angeles Sentinel, La Opinión, The Daily Breeze, The Signal (Santa Clarita), World 
Journal, The Malibu Times, Press Telegram, and Pasadena Star News.  Also, Public Works informed 
1,533 Local Small Business Enterprises, 164 Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises, 181 Social 
Enterprises, 829 Community Business Enterprises, 1,385 Community-Based Organizations, 150 
independent contractors, various business development centers, and municipalities about this 
business opportunity.  
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On January 10, 2024, one proposal was received.  The proposal was evaluated by an evaluation 
committee consisting of Public Works staff.  The evaluation was based on criteria described in the 
RFP, which included the price, experience, work plan, references, and interview/presentation utilizing 
the informed averaging methodology for applicable criteria.  Based on this evaluation, it is 
recommended that this contract be awarded to the responsive and responsible proposer, Finn 
Partners, Inc.  Public Works determined the contractor's price to be reasonable for the work 
requested.  Public Works notified the applicable union on this solicitation. 

Public Works has evaluated and determined that the contracted services are required on an on-call 
and intermittent basis; therefore, Proposition A (Los Angeles County Code Chapter 2.121) and the 
Living Wage Program (Los Angeles County Code Chapter 2.201) do not apply to this contract. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The award of this contract will continue the services without disruption to the public and will not result 
in the displacement of any County employees as these services are presently contracted with the 
private sector.

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this Board letter to Public Works, Environmental Programs 
Division. 

MARK PESTRELLA, PE

Director

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office (Chia-Ann Yen)
County Counsel
Executive Office

Respectfully submitted,

MP:SK:ao
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