
Young Children in Care (YCIC) Birth to Five Program
Why Focus on Children Ages Birth to Five?

• In Quarter 4, 2023, Infants (0-1) make up more than 1 of 
every 4 removals (27%), Infants and toddlers (0-2) make 
up over 1 of every 3 removals (41%), 
Infants/Toddlers/Preschoolers (0-5) make over half of all 
removal (57%)

• Of the 9 child deaths with DCFS history in 2023, 5 (56%) 
were ages birth to 3.  These fatalities were reported to 
the Los Angeles County Child Protection Hotline*, that 
met WIC §10850.4 (a) and (b) criteria, were determined 
to be a result of caregiver/parental abuse and or neglect

• In Quarter 4, 2023, African American babies birth to five 
were more than twice as likely to experience allegations, 
substantiations and entry into foster care than Latinos 
and White babies.

                                   

Data Sources:  
Bullet 1, Child Welfare Indicator Project, UC Berkeley.  CWS/CMS 2023 Quarter 4 Extract. 
Bullet 2, https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/category/demographics/ (public website). Data as of Dec. 
31, 2023.
Bullet 3, UC Berkeley CCWIP, CWS/CMS 2023 Quarter 4 Extract.
Population data source: 2023-CA Department of Finance Population Projections. (Rate = 
number of children per 1,000 in population).

https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/category/demographics/






• Using the policy to ground the work and develop next steps
• Staff Training on assessing and supporting the child/caregiver 

relationship
• Case Consultations / Case Presentations
• Resource Gathering / Development 
• Racial Disproportionality & Birth to Five alignment 
• Strengthening Prevention  Work - Home Visiting Programs (FFPS), 

Mandated Supporting Initiative (MSI) among Others

Next Steps 
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