PUBLIC REQUEST TO ADDRESS
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Correspondence Received

The following individuals submitted comments on agenda item:

Agenda # | Relate To

Position

Name

Comments

4, 6

Favor

Andrew Webman

Hi, my name is ANDREW and | work for Inner City Law Center, where | help
tenants facing eviction. | am also a tenant and | live in Supervisor district 2. |
want to thank Supervisor Mitchell for your leadership as well as Supervisors
Solis and Horvath for supporting and introducing the motion to establish a
Right to Counsel. | strongly support a Right to Counsel ordinance. No one
should EVER be evicted without legal representation. Right to Counsel is
about reducing homelessness, access to equity and justice in court, and the
benefits that everyone experiences when our communities have housing
stability. An eviction case will never be equitable as long as landlords are
almost always represented and less than 10% of tenants have legal
representation. Right to Counsel paired with strong eviction protections
levels the playing field for tenants and landlords in court, stabilizes our
communities to provide better outcomes for all residents, and creates cost

savings through the prevention of increased displacement and homelessness.

Carlos D Gonzalez

Cassidy Bennett

| am an attorney at Public Counsel and | live in Supervisor district three. |
want to thank Supervisor Mitchell for your leadership as well as Supervisors
Solis and Horvath for supporting and introducing the motion to establish a
Right to Counsel. As an attorney, | strongly support a Right to Counsel
ordinance. No one should EVER be evicted without legal representation.
Right to Counsel is about reducing homelessness, access to equity and
justice in court, and the benefits that everyone experiences when our
communities have housing stability. An eviction case will never be equitable
as long as landlords are almost always represented and less than 10% of
tenants have legal representation. Right to Counsel paired with strong
eviction protections levels the playing field for tenants and landlords in court,
stabilizes our communities to provide better outcomes for all residents, and
creates cost savings through the prevention of increased displacement and
homelessness.

| support a Right to Counsel for struggling renters because our laws are
complicated and complex, and often a landlord will illegally serve or conduct
business with a tenant without the tenant knowing because the law is so hard
to digest. We need to give tenants a fair chance in court because defending
your housing, home, and safety, in court alone, is something no one should
ever be required to do.

Christopher | Gomes
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Griffin Hatlestad

The County needs every tool possible to stem the flow into homelessness
and preserve the affordable housing stock that we have. A tenant right to
counsel is a crucial tool as the County looks to respond to record numbers of
eviction cases. Thank you to Supervisors Mitchell and Solis for introducing
this motion that would do so much to reduce the number of wrongful evictions
in our County, | urge all Supervisors to support.

Jonathan Pacheco
Bell

Kaimipono D Wenger

Kyle Nelson

Los Angeles is in the midst of a yearlong surge in eviction filings. Eviction
courts are dominated by landlords represented by lawyers and tenants who
are not. Tenants without lawyers are far more likely to lose their cases (and
their homes) and/or accept disadvantageous negotiated settlements that fail
to shield them from eviction's devastating consequences. For as much
progress as LA County is making in helping homeless experienced people
EXIT homelessness, it is not doing nearly enough to limit ENTRANCES into
homelessness. On Tuesday, July 16, the Board of Supervisors has the
opportunity to change that. Enacting a right to counsel ordinance will expand
outreach and education services for tenants vulnerable to eviction so that
they can learn about their rights and eviction prevention resources while
funding lawyers to support tenants as they defend themselves and their
homes in court. A right to counsel ordinance cannot in itself end
homelessness, but it is a vital part of the toolkit that will help tenants
throughout the county stay housed. Thank you to Supervisors Mitchell and
Solis for introducing this motion, and | urge all Supervisors to vote in favor.

Max K

| thank Supervisor Mitchell for your leadership as well as Supervisors Solis
and Horvath for supporting and introducing the motion to establish a Right to
Counsel. As a renter, | strongly support a Right to Counsel ordinance. No one
should ever be evicted without legal representation. Right to Counsel is about
reducing homelessness, access to equity and justice in court, and the
benefits that everyone experiences when our communities have housing
stability. An eviction case will never be equitable if landlords are almost
always represented and less than 10% of tenants have legal representation.
Right to Counsel paired with strong eviction protections helps to level the
playing field for tenants and landlords in court, stabilizes our communities to
provide better outcomes for all residents, and creates cost savings through
the prevention of increased displacement and homelessness. | urge you all to
vote yes on the Right to Counsel Ordinance. Thank you.
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Maya Donnelly

Hi, my name is Maya, | am a tenant and | live in Supervisor district #1. | want
to thank Supervisor Mitchell for your leadership as well as Supervisors Solis
and Horvath for supporting and introducing the motion to establish a Right to
Counsel. As a renter, | strongly support a Right to Counsel ordinance. No one
should EVER be evicted without legal representation. Right to Counsel is
about reducing homelessness, access to equity and justice in court, and the
benefits that everyone experiences when our communities have housing
stability. An eviction case will never be equitable as long as landlords are
almost always represented and less than 10% of tenants have legal
representation. Right to Counsel paired with strong eviction protections
levels the playing field for tenants and landlords in court, stabilizes our
communities to provide better outcomes for all residents, and creates cost
savings through the prevention of increased displacement and
homelessness.

We ask that the Board vote yes on the Right to Counsel Ordinance. Thank
you.

Silvia Marroquin

Right to Counsel is about racial justice and economic justice. A majority of
tenants facing eviction are Black or People of Color, and Right to Counsel
programs have been shown to improve racial justice outcomes of the eviction
system.

We applaud Supervisors Mitchell and Solis for introducing this motion and
urge all Supervisors to vote in favor.

steph shaw

Other

Elissa Diaz

Item Total

13
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Agenda # | Relate To | Position

Name

Comments

6. Favor

Andrew Webman

Hi, my name is ANDREW and | work for Inner City Law Center, where | help
tenants facing eviction. | am also a tenant and | live in Supervisor district 2. |
want to thank Supervisor Mitchell for your leadership as well as Supervisors
Solis and Horvath for supporting and introducing the motion to establish a
Right to Counsel. | strongly support a Right to Counsel ordinance. No one
should EVER be evicted without legal representation. Right to Counsel is
about reducing homelessness, access to equity and justice in court, and the
benefits that everyone experiences when our communities have housing
stability. An eviction case will never be equitable as long as landlords are
almost always represented and less than 10% of tenants have legal
representation. Right to Counsel paired with strong eviction protections
levels the playing field for tenants and landlords in court, stabilizes our
communities to provide better outcomes for all residents, and creates cost

savings through the prevention of increased displacement and homelessness.

Carlos D Gonzalez

Cassidy Bennett

| am an attorney at Public Counsel and | live in Supervisor district three. |
want to thank Supervisor Mitchell for your leadership as well as Supervisors
Solis and Horvath for supporting and introducing the motion to establish a
Right to Counsel. As an attorney, | strongly support a Right to Counsel
ordinance. No one should EVER be evicted without legal representation.
Right to Counsel is about reducing homelessness, access to equity and
justice in court, and the benefits that everyone experiences when our
communities have housing stability. An eviction case will never be equitable
as long as landlords are almost always represented and less than 10% of
tenants have legal representation. Right to Counsel paired with strong
eviction protections levels the playing field for tenants and landlords in court,
stabilizes our communities to provide better outcomes for all residents, and
creates cost savings through the prevention of increased displacement and
homelessness.

| support a Right to Counsel for struggling renters because our laws are
complicated and complex, and often a landlord will illegally serve or conduct
business with a tenant without the tenant knowing because the law is so hard
to digest. We need to give tenants a fair chance in court because defending
your housing, home, and safety, in court alone, is something no one should
ever be required to do.

Christopher | Gomes

Griffin Hatlestad

The County needs every tool possible to stem the flow into homelessness
and preserve the affordable housing stock that we have. A tenant right to
counsel is a crucial tool as the County looks to respond to record numbers of
eviction cases. Thank you to Supervisors Mitchell and Solis for introducing
this motion that would do so much to reduce the number of wrongful evictions
in our County, | urge all Supervisors to support.
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The following individuals submitted comments on agenda item:

Agenda # | Relate To | Position Name Comments
6. Favor Jonathan Pacheco
Bell
Kaimipono D Wenger
Max K
Maya Donnelly
Silvia Marroquin Right to Counsel is about racial justice and economic justice. A majority of
tenants facing eviction are Black or People of Color, and Right to Counsel
programs have been shown to improve racial justice outcomes of the eviction
system.
We applaud Supervisors Mitchell and Solis for introducing this motion and
urge all Supervisors to vote in favor.
steph shaw
Item Total 11
Grand Total 24
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@ LOS ANGELES AREA

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

July 15, 2024

Honorable Board Chair Lindsey Horvath
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

SUBJECT: LAACC Item 4 — Tenant Right to Counsel (TRTC)
Dear Honorable Board of Supervisors,

On behalf of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce representing more than 1,400 companies and
small business owners in Los Angeles, | write to respectfully request the Board consider an amendment
requiring annual reporting to the draft ordinance in agenda item 4, “County Code, Title 8 - Consumer
Protection, Business and Wage Regulations, Adding Chapter 8.60 - Tenant Right to Counsel.”

To tackle the existing needs of our communities and address the housing crisis, the Chamber supports
opportunities to cultivate healthier neighborhoods and increase safety in our communities to make the
region a more commuter-friendly place to live and work. The Chamber honors the goals of this draft
ordinance, but respectfully urges the Board to consider an amendment requiring annual reporting to inform
strategic planning and allocate funding effectively. The following information and data points should be
considered in annual reporting:

e The number of tenant-households served.

e The basis for eviction.

e Outcomes following the case in an unlawful detainer proceeding, including, but not limited to, the
number of households that:

o Remained in their housing for at least 12 months following termination of proceedings,
disaggregated by whether the result is because of a judgment entered in the case or a
settlement.

o Vacated their housing within 12 months following termination of proceedings,
disaggregated by whether the result is because of a judgment entered in the case or a
settlement.

e Average and median cost per case.

The Chamber believes homelessness and housing affordability is a critical issue that must be addressed
urgently. Accountability measures and opportunities for improvement are vital to assess policies and
programs.

The Chamber respectfully requests that you include this amendment. Thank you for your consideration. If
you have any questions, please contact Elissa Diaz, Senior Policy Manager, at ediaz@lachamber.com.

Sincerely,
Maria S. Salinas
President & CEO

UNITED STATES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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