
Public Works is seeking Board approval to authorize the Director of Public Works or his designee to 
execute a maintenance agreement and amendments to the agreement between the Los Angeles 
County and the State of California through Caltrans for the maintenance of Interstate 5 Freeway 
separation structures from Lake Hughes Road to Weldon Canyon Road in the unincorporated 
communities of Castaic, Val Verde, and Stevenson Ranch in the Santa Clarita Valley.

SUBJECT

July 09, 2024

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

TRANSPORTATION CORE SERVICE AREA
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR INTERSTATE 5 FREEWAY

FROM LAKE HUGHES ROAD TO WELDON CANYON ROAD
IN THE UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITIES OF CASTAIC, VAL VERDE,

AND STEVENSON RANCH
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Find that the proposed actions are not a project under the California Environmental Quality Act for
the reasons stated in this letter and in the record.

2. Authorize the Director of Public Works or his designee to enter into a maintenance agreement with
the State of California through Caltrans for the maintenance of Interstate 5 Freeway separation
structures from Lake Hughes Road to Weldon Canyon Road in the unincorporated County of
Los Angeles.

3. Authorize the Director of Public Works or his designee to approve revisions and enter into
amendments to the maintenance agreement to reflect such revisions pursuant to the terms of the
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agreement.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to authorize the Director of Public Works or his 
designee to enter into an agreement with Caltrans for the maintenance of County roads that cross 
over or under Interstate 5 (I-5) freeway between Lake Hughes Road and Weldon Canyon Road.  The 
public will benefit from effective coordination of maintenance efforts between the County and 
Caltrans with safe and efficient operations of streets, highways, and bridges in the community.

Approval of the recommended actions will find that they are not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and approve the enclosed maintenance agreement with the State 
acting by and through Caltrans to delegate responsibilities for the maintenance of improvements at 
overcrossings and undercrossings of County roads along the I-5 freeway from Lake Hughes Road to 
Weldon Canyon Road.

During a recent review of maintenance agreements along the I-5 corridor, Caltrans realized that they 
did not have existing maintenance agreements that covered the entire corridor.  As such, Caltrans 
requested that the State and County enter into a maintenance agreement for the I-5 freeway from 
Lake Hughes Road to Weldon Canyon Road to cover the entire unincorporated County area within 
the Santa Clarita Valley.

It is common for local agencies to have maintenance agreements with Caltrans covering 
overcrossings and undercrossings of local streets and roads with freeway bridges. Typically, local 
agencies maintain the bridge decks, roadways, and appurtenance facilities.  Caltrans maintains all 
structural components of the bridges.  The agreement covers the entire length of the I-5 freeway 
from Lake Hughes Road to Weldon Canyon Road and includes the overcrossings and 
undercrossings shown in Exhibit A of the agreement.

The agreement will remain in place until terminated by both parties and/or until the State terminates 
with cause.  The estimated maintenance costs are to maintain County roads that are crossing over 
or under I-5 freeway.  These are usual and customary responsibilities.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommendations support the County Strategic Plan:  North Star 3, Realize Tomorrow's 
Government Today, Focus Area Goal G, Internal Controls and Processes, Strategy ii, Manage and 
Maximize County Assets.  The agreement will coordinate effective maintenance of County and State 
facilities in a fiscally responsible manner.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

The County will maintain the improvements designated in the agreement as a County responsibility.  
The estimated annual cost of maintenance is $30,000.  Funding for the maintenance cost is included 
in the Road Fund (B03 – Services and Supplies) Fiscal Year 2024-25 Budget.

For future years, funding to finance this ongoing maintenance cost will be requested through the 
annual budget process.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

There is an existing freeway maintenance agreement between the State and County dated July 30, 
2002, and a project specific maintenance agreement with the County dated March 14, 2017.  This 
agreement will replace or supersede these earlier agreements.

Under the terms of the maintenance agreement, the County will have control and access of the 
County streets and roadways that cross I-5 freeway, as marked in Exhibit A of the agreement.  For 
overcrossings, the County will have authority to access State-owned property to maintain the deck 
wearing surface and structural drainage system and all portions of the structure above the bridge 
deck, including but not limited to, lighting installations and all traffic service facilities (sidewalks, 
signs, pavement markings, bridge rails, etc.) that may be required for the benefit or control of traffic 
using that overcrossing.  For undercrossings, the County will maintain the County paved roadway 
sections, including the traveled way, curbs, sidewalks, shoulders lying outside State installed fenced 
areas up to the toe of the freeway embankment slopes, wall surfaces (including eliminating graffiti) 
lying outside State installed fenced areas, drainage installations, lighting installations and traffic 
service facilities that may be required for the benefit or control of traffic using that undercrossing.

The maintenance agreement has been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The recommended actions do not constitute a project under CEQA because they are activities that 
are excluded from the definition of a project by Section 21065 of the Public Records Code and 
Section 15378(b) of the State CEQA Guidelines.  The proposed action to approve an agreement that 
delegates maintenance responsibilities is an administrative activity of government that will not result 
in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment.

An environmental review for any proposed activities that constitute a project will be completed and 
the Department will return to the Board with necessary CEQA findings and approvals at the 
appropriate time.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

There is no adverse impact on current County services.

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter to Public Works, Transportation Planning and Programs 
Division.
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MARK PESTRELLA, PE

Director

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office (Chia-Ann Yen)
County Counsel 
Executive Office

Respectfully submitted,

MP:MER:pr
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By: ______________________
Director of Public Works

Edward Yen







   
   





   

  

  

     

   

           

           

           

          

            

        

  

   





                 

                     

       

                     

                 

                     

   

  


















   

  

  

  

  

       

 

 

 

 

 





















   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

  

   

          

 

   

     

   



      

         

   



    































BRIEFING SHEET - Exhibit A


