
Public Works is seeking Board approval to establish Drainage Benefit Assessment Area No. 36 and 
to determine and levy an annual assessment on each parcel of real property located in the County 
unincorporated community of Stevenson Ranch for the purpose of providing funds for the operation 
and maintenance of a runoff treatment system for Tract 52796.

SUBJECT

December 19, 2023

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

MUNICIPAL SERVICES CORE SERVICE AREA
ESTABLISHMENT OF DRAINAGE BENEFIT ASSESSMENT AREA NO. 36 AND

DETERMINING AND LEVYING OF ASSESSMENTS
UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITY OF STEVENSON RANCH

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Receive and file the Engineer's Report prepared by Sikand Engineering, Inc., and approved by
Public Works for Drainage Benefit Assessment Area No. 36 regarding the establishment of Drainage
Benefit Assessment Area No. 36 and the determination and levy of an annual assessment on each
parcel of real property located therein for the purpose of providing funds for the operation and
maintenance of a runoff treatment system.

2. Instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to set a date for a public hearing on February 13, 2024,
for the Engineer's Report, establish Drainage Benefit Assessment Area No. 36, and determine and
levy an annual assessment on each parcel of real property located therein.

3. Instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to cause notice of the filing of the Engineer's Report
including the time, date, and place of the public hearing to be published in accordance with Section
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6066 of the Los Angeles County Government Code and have posted in at least three conspicuous 
places within the jurisdiction of the County. 

AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.  Authorize the tabulation of assessment ballots submitted, and not withdrawn, in support of and in 
opposition of the proposed assessment and determine whether a majority protest against the 
proposed assessment exists. 

2.  If no majority protest against the proposed assessment exists: 

 a.  Find that the adoption of a resolution to establish Drainage Benefit Assessment Area No. 36 and 
to determine and levy an annual assessment on each parcel of real property located in Drainage 
Benefit Assessment Area No. 36 is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act. 

 b.  Approve and adopt the resolution to establish Drainage Benefit Assessment Area No. 36 and to 
determine and levy an annual assessment on each parcel of real property located in Drainage 
Benefit Assessment Area No. 36 either as proposed or as modified by the Board. 

3.  If a majority protest against the proposed assessment exists, refer the item back to Public Works. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to establish Drainage Benefit Assessment Area (DBAA) 
No. 36 and to determine and levy an annual assessment on each parcel of real property located 
therein.  DBAA No. 36 is being formed for the purpose of maintaining and operating a runoff 
treatment system, which will improve stormwater quality serving the properties located in a 
subdivision of land known as Tract 52796. 

The runoff treatment system specifically benefits properties located in Tract 52796 and also results in 
general benefits to public roadways located in Tract 52796, all as set forth in the enclosed Engineer's 
Report for DBAA No. 36 (Engineer's Report). 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
These recommendations support the County Strategic Plan:  Strategy II.3, Make Environmental 
Sustainability our Daily Reality and Strategy III.3, Pursue Operational Effectiveness, Fiscal 
Responsibility, and Accountability.  The proposed runoff treatment systems will provide for the 
improvement of stormwater quality, which improves the quality of life in the County.  The proposed 
actions will also provide the necessary funds to operate and maintain the runoff treatment system, 
which is a condition precedent to the recordation of the final subdivision map for a subdivision of land 
known as Tract 52796.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund. 

Funding for the operation and maintenance of the runoff treatment system for Tract 52796 is 
estimated to be $10,680 annually and will be paid for by annual special assessments on each parcel 
of real property located in Tract 52796 ($8,412.64 annually) as set forth in the enclosed Engineer's 
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Report and by funding from the Special Road District 5 Fund ($2,267.36 annually) for the general 
benefits.  To account for the effects of inflation, these costs will be annually adjusted in accordance 
with the Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The proposed establishment of DBAA No. 36 and the proposed determination and levy of an annual 
assessment on each parcel of real property located therein is being conducted pursuant to the 
Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 (Los Angeles County Government Code Section 54703 et seq.).  
This statute authorizes the County to establish areas of benefit within unincorporated areas and 
impose an annual benefit assessment on each parcel of real property within these areas that derive 
a special benefit from drainage services provided by the County to finance the costs associated with 
the provision of the drainage services.  In addition, the proposed levy of the annual assessment on 
DBAA No. 36 is subject to Proposition 218 (Articles 13C and 13D of the California Constitution). 

The Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 requires that the amount of the assessment imposed on any 
parcel of property must be related to the benefit of the parcel that will be derived from the provision 
of the service and that the annual aggregate amount of the assessment shall not exceed the 
estimated annual cost of providing the service (Los Angeles County Government Code Section 
54711). 

Additionally, pursuant to Proposition 218: 

•     No assessment shall be imposed on a parcel of property that exceeds the reasonable cost of the 
proportional special benefit conferred on that parcel. 

•     Only special benefits are assessable, and an agency shall separate the general benefits from the 
special benefits conferred on a parcel. 

•     Publicly-owned parcels shall not be exempt from assessment unless the agency can 
demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that those publicly-owned parcels in fact receive no 
special benefit. 

The Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 and Proposition 218 also require that the following procedures 
be complied with: 

•     For the first fiscal year in which an assessment is proposed to be imposed, the Board must 
cause a detailed Engineer's Report supporting the proposed assessment to be prepared by a 
registered professional engineer certified by the State and filed with the Executive Officer. 

•     The Board must conduct a public hearing to hear and consider all public comments, objections, 
or protests regarding the proposed assessment. 

•     The Executive Officer is required to cause notice of the filing of the Engineer's Report including 
the time, date, and place of the public hearing to be published pursuant to Los Angeles County 
Government Code Section 6066 and posted in at least three conspicuous places within the 
jurisdiction of the County. 

•     Public Works must give notice by mail, at least 45 days prior to the date of the public hearing, to 
the record owner of each parcel within the assessment area including an assessment ballot by which 
the owner can indicate his or her support or opposition to the proposed assessment. 
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•     At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Executive Officer is required to tabulate the 
assessment ballots submitted, and not withdrawn, in support of or opposition of the proposed 
assessment. 

•     If a majority protest exists (i.e., the assessment ballots in opposition of the proposed assessment 
exceed the assessment ballots in favor of the proposed assessment, weighted according to the 
proportional financial obligation of each property), the proposed assessment may not be levied.  If 
there is no majority protest, the Board may adopt or modify the enclosed resolution determining and 
levying the proposed assessment. 

The enclosed resolution and other documents referred to herein have been reviewed and approved 
as to form by County Counsel. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The establishment of DBAA No. 36 is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 21080, subsections (b)(8), of the Public 
Resources Code and Section 15273, subsection (a), of the CEQA guidelines, since adoption of the 
proposed resolution forming DBAA No. 36 and determining and levying an annual assessment on 
each parcel of real property therein is for the purpose of meeting operating expenses. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The establishment of DBAA No. 36 will provide a funding mechanism for maintaining and operating 
runoff treatment systems, which will improve stormwater quality. 

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter and a copy of the signed resolution to Public Works, 
Land Development Division.  Also, please forward one adopted copy of the letter and resolution to 
the Assessor, Auditor-Controller, and County Counsel. 
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MARK PESTRELLA, PE

Director

Enclosures

c: Assessor
Auditor-Controller
Chief Executive Office (Chia-Ann Yen)
County Counsel
Treasurer and Tax Collector

Respectfully submitted,

MP:JC:la
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RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES TO FORM DRAINAGE
BENEFIT ASSESSMENT AREA NO. 36 AND TO DETERMINE AND LEVY ANNUAL

ASSESSMENTS ON THE REAL PROPERTY LOCATED THEREIN

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County has received an Engineer's
Report, dated September 2023 (Engineer's Report), pertaining to the establishment of
an area of benefit (hereafter referred to as Drainage Benefit Assessment Area [DBAA])
No. 36 and the determination and levy of an annual assessment on the parcels of real
property located therein, to finance the operation and maintenance costs for certain
runoff treatment improvements described in the Engineer's Report (Improvements); and

WHEREAS, the establishment of DBAA No. 36 and the determination and levy of
an annual assessment to finance the operation and maintenance costs for the
Improvements is a condition of the County of Los Angeles' approval of a tentative map
for a subdivision of land know as Tract Map No. 52796.

WHEREAS, the Clerk of the Board has caused notice of the filing of the
Engineer's Report and of the time, date, and place of a public hearing on the proposed
establishment of DBAA No. 36 and the determination and levy of an annual assessment
on the parcels of real property located therein, to be given in the manner required by
law; and

WHEREAS, the Board has conducted the public hearing on the proposed
establishment of DBAA No. 36 and the determination and levy of an annual assessment
on the parcels of real property located therein, and has considered all objections and
protests to said proposals; and

WHEREAS, the assessment ballots required by Article 13D and Government
Code Section 53753, which were submitted and not withdrawn, have been tabulated,
and it has been determined that a majority protest against the determination and levy of
the proposed annual assessment does not exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board resolves as follows:

1. DBAA No. 36 is hereby established in accordance with and as described
in the Engineer's Report.

2. An annual assessment on the parcels of real property in DBAA No. 36 is
hereby determined and imposed in accordance with and as described in
the Engineer's Report.

3. From and after the date on which the County accepts the Improvements
for operation and maintenance or the date on which the final tract map for
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Tract Map No. 52796 is accepted for filing by the County
Register-Recorder, whichever is later, the annual assessment on the
parcels of real property in DBAA No. 36 shall be collected on the tax roll,
each year, in the same manner, by the same persons, and at the same
time as, together with and separately from, the general taxes of the
County of Los Angeles, or by direct invoice to the property owner of
record, without further action by the Board.

4. The Clerk of the Board is hereby authorized and directed to file a certified
copy of this Resolution, upon its adoption, with the County Assessor,
Ownership Services Section, and the County Auditor-Controller, Tax
Section.

//
//
//
//
//
//
//
//
//
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//
//
//
//
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The foregoing Resolution was adopted on the _____ day of ___________, 2024,
by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles and ex-officio of the
governing body of all other special assessment and taxing districts for which said
Board so acts.

JEFF LEVINSON
Interim Executive Officer of the
Board of Supervisors of the
County of Los Angeles

By ____________________________ 
Deputy

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

DAWYN R. HARRISON
County Counsel

By ____________________________
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