
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER 
1104 N. MISSION RD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA  90033 

   “Enriching Lives” 

Odey C. Ukpo, M.D., M.S. 
Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner 

Accreditations: 
National Association of Medical Examiners (Provisional)      ANAB ISO/IEC 17025:2017 Forensic Science Testing Laboratories 
California Medical Association-Continuing Medical Education  Peace Officer Standards and Training Certified 

Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education 

Law and Science Serving the Community 

June 27, 2023 

Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012  

Dear Supervisors: 

REVISED 
COUNTYWIDE CLASSIFICATION ACTIONS 

TO CHANGE THE NAME OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER  

 (ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS - 3 VOTES) 

SUBJECT 

This letter and the accompanying ordinance will change the name of the Department of 
Medical Examiner-Coroner from “Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner” to “Department of 
Medical Examiner”.  

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD: 

Approve the accompanying ordinance amending Title 2, Administration, Title 5, Personnel, and 
Title 11, Health and Safety of the County Code to reflect a department name change from 
“Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner” to “Department of Medical Examiner”. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

On November 26, 2019, in a motion by Supervisor Hilda L. Solis, the Board directed the 
Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner and other relevant departments to commence the 
process of changing the department’s name to “Department of Medical-Examiner”, updating 
position titles and performing other routine changes throughout the Department to align with this 
change.  Since that time, the Department has been working with County Counsel to gather and 
analyze the required information to amend Title 2, Administration, Title 5, Personnel, and Title 
11, Health and Safety of the County Code and all applicable sections within.  
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We are amending Title 2, Title 5, and Title 11 of the County Code to reflect the name change for 
the Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner to the Department of Medical Examiner, to more 
accurately reflect the role of forensic pathology in the performance of the department’s duties 
and responsibilities.   
   
IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 
 
The Board’s approval of the accompanying ordinance will further the County Strategic Plan, 
Goal III: Realize Tomorrow’s Government Today.  Specifically, it will address the Operational 
Effectiveness, Fiscal Responsibility, and Accountability Strategy to improve the quality of the 
workforce, achieve departmental operational efficiencies, and maintain consistency in 
personnel practices throughout the County. 
 
This department name change will provide clarity about the Department’s structure and its 
standing as an unbiased and independent investigative agency, within the forensics 
community, law enforcement agencies, and the general public. It is important that a large 
county such as Los Angeles projects clarity and accuracy in this regard since confusion in the 
name of the department could negatively impact both perceptions and understanding within 
the national forensic community and have a negative impact on recruitment efforts. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The estimated cost of updating uniforms, decals, signage, etc. has been included in the FY 22/23 
budget in the amount of $204,000. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
On November 26, 2019, in a motion by Supervisor Hilda L. Solis, the Board directed the 
Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner and other relevant departments to commence the 
process of changing the department’s name to “Department of Medical-Examiner”, updating 
position titles and performing other routine changes throughout the Department to align with 
this change.   
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES 
 
Your approval of these recommendations will enhance the operational effectiveness of the 
Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner.  Ultimately, this will enhance the quality of services 
provided to the public. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
ODEY C. UKPO, M.D., M.S. 
Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner 
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Enclosure 
 
c: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
 County Counsel 
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C O U N T Y  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O U N T Y  C O U N S E L

TELEPHONE 

(213) 974-1925 

FACSIMILE

(213) 680-2165 

TDD 

(213) 633-0901 

6 4 8  K E N N E T H  H A H N  H A L L  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

5 0 0  W E S T  T E M P L E  S T R E E T  

L O S  A N G E L E S ,  C A L I F O R N I A  9 0 0 1 2 - 2 7 1 3  

DAWYN R. HARRISON 
County Counsel 

Odey C. Ukpo, M.D. 
Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner 
Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner 
1104 North Mission Road 
Los Angeles, California 90033 

Re: Ordinance Amending Title 2, Title 5, and Title 11 Relating to  
Changing the Name of the "Department of Medical Examiner-
Coroner" to "Department of Medical Examiner" 

Dear Dr. Ukpo: 

Enclosed please find the analysis and ordinance pertaining to the above-
referenced matter.  The ordinance complies with the Board of Supervisors' 
directive to change the name of the "Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner" 
to "Department of Medical Examiner" by replacing references to "Medical 
Examiner-Coroner" with "Medical Examiner."  The ordinance also updates the 
associated titles of its ordinance positions. 

The analysis and ordinance may be presented to the Board of Supervisors 
for its consideration.  

Very truly yours, 

DAWYN R. HARRISON 
County Counsel 

By 
BRIAN T. CHU 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 
Health Services Division 

APPROVED AND RELEASED: 

JUDY W. WHITEHURST 
Chief Deputy 

BTC:bl 

Enclosure 

June 14, 2023
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ANALYSIS 
 

This ordinance amends Title 2 (Administration), Title 5 (Personnel), and Title 11 

(Health and Safety), of the Los Angeles County Code by changing all references to 

"Medical Examiner-Coroner" to "Medical Examiner," to reflect the name change of the 

Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner to Department of Medical Examiner and to 

update the associated titles of its ordinance positions.   

  
DAWYN R. HARRISON 
County Counsel 
 
By 

 BRIAN T. CHU 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 
Health Services Division 

 
BTC:er 
 
Requested: 8/15/2021 
 
Revised:  6/14/2023 

REVISED
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ORDINANCE NO.       

An ordinance amending Title 2 (Administration), Title 5 (Personnel), and Title 11 

(Health and Safety), of the Los Angeles County Code, relating to the name change for 

the Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner. 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles ordains as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 2.22, Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

Chapter 2.22 Department of Medical Examiner – Coroner 

SECTION 2.  Section 2.22.010 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.010 Creation—Name. 

There is created a department of the cCounty, which shall be known as the 

"Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner," hereinafter referred to in this chapter as the 

"dDepartment."  Whenever the term "dDepartment of cCoroner" or "cCoroner" is used in 

this County Code, it shall be deemed to mean "Department of Medical Examiner-

Coroner." 

SECTION 3.  Section 2.22.020 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.020  Chief mMedical eExaminer-coroner—Appointment and 

aAuthority. 

The dDepartment of mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall be under the direction, 

management and control of the cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner, who shall be 

appointed by the bBoard of sSupervisors, pursuant to Los Angeles County Charter 
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section 14 and section 2.01.030 of this code, hereinafter referred to as the "cChief 

mMedical eExaminer-coroner."  

SECTION 4.  Section 2.22.030 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.030  Chief mMedical eExaminer-coroner—Duties. 

The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall, within his or her discretion, 

exercise the powers and perform the duties of the cCoroner as specified by cChapter 10 

of pPart 3 of dDivision 2 of tTitle 3 of the Government Code and other laws and 

regulations that relate to mMedical eExaminer- and cCoroner functions.  The cChief 

mMedical eExaminer-coroner, with the exception of discretionary medical 

determinations of the cause and manner of death, acts under the administrative 

oversight of the cChief eExecutive oOfficer.  The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner 

shall exercise general supervision over all functions of the dDepartment, including the 

selection, appointment and direction of a cChief dDeputy Director, and all physician and 

non-physician staff, and shall enforce such rules and regulations as are prescribed and 

approved by the bBoard of sSupervisors.  The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner 

shall, at all times, direct all physician functions within the dDepartment, and 

independently direct all post-mortem inquiries into the cause and manner of death that 

come within the cChief mMedical eExaminer's-coroner's jurisdiction.  The cChief 

mMedical eExaminer-coroner, within his or her discretion, shall cooperate with law 

enforcement agencies and organ procurement organizations, and prepare and present 

materials to the bBoard of sSupervisors and other legislative bodies when requested.  
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SECTION 5.  Section 2.22.040 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.040  Chief mMedical eExaminer-coroner—Title of oOffice. 

The cCoroner whose office is provided for in Section 7 1/2 of Article XI of the 

Constitution of this sState and in Section 14 of Article IV of the Charter of this cCounty 

shall be known and referred to as the "cChief mMedical eExaminer-Coroner."  All 

documents, ordinances, resolutions and communications shall refer to said officer as 

"cChief mMedical eExaminer-Coroner."  Insofar as not in conflict with the Constitution or 

general laws, the said officer shall sign all communications and other documents under 

the title "cChief mMedical eExaminer-Coroner." 

SECTION 6.  Section 2.22.060 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.060  Fee for cCopying dDocuments or rRecords. 

The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall charge a fee, and deposit same in 

the cCounty treasury, for the preparation and furnishing of copies of documents or 

records in his office, not to exceed the actual cost of providing such copy. 

SECTION 7.  Section 2.22.070 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.070  No cCharge for dDocuments or rRecords wWhen. 

The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall not furnish any document or 

record to any private hospital, person, firm or corporation unless the fees prescribed in 

this cChapter are paid, except:  

A. As otherwise provided for by law;  

B. The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner may furnish any of the 

documents described in this chapter free of charge to any physician and to any public or 
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private hospital, which physician or public or private hospital, as the case may be, has 

furnished the medical history of the decedent. 

SECTION 8.  Section 2.22.080 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.080  Embalming cCosts. 

Pursuant to Section 27471 of the Government Code, whenever the cChief 

mMedical eExaminer-coroner takes custody of a dead body pursuant to law, the cChief 

mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall make a reasonable attempt to locate the family 

within twenty-four (24) hours.  At the end of twenty-four (24) hours, the cChief mMedical 

eExaminer-coroner may embalm the body or authorize the embalming by a mortician.  If 

the embalming has been requested by the family or by a person authorized to take 

charge of the body prior to such embalming, and such family or person has agreed to 

accept the expense, the cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall charge and collect 

$135.00.  Any family, however, which has not been located within twenty-four (24) hours 

of the coronerDepartment of Medical Examiner obtaining custody of the body, shall be 

charged $65.00. 

SECTION 9.  Section 2.22.090 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.090  Deposit of fFees. 

The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall deposit all fees collected by the 

dDepartment in the cCounty treasury as required by law. 
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SECTION 10. Section 2.22.100 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.100  Charge for rRemoving and kKeeping dDead bBodies. 

A. Pursuant to Section 27472 of the Government Code, whenever custody of 

a dead body is taken by the dDepartment of coronerMedical Examiner pursuant to law, 

the cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner may charge and collect from the person 

entitled to control the disposition of the remains, as specified in Section 7100 of the 

Health and Safety Code, the actual expense incurred by the coronerDepartment of 

Medical Examiner in removing the body from the place of death and keeping the body 

until its release to the person responsible for its interment.  The charge shall be an 

amount not to exceed four hundred dollars ($400.00).  The charge shall not be imposed 

upon a person who claims and proves to be indigent, and shall not include expenses of 

keeping the body during the time necessary for the cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner 

to perform his or her duties in connection with it.  The charge shall not be imposed in 

cases in which the body is that of a child no more than fourteen (14) years of age, or in 

cases in which the coronerChief Medical Examiner ascribes the death to the criminal act 

of another unless the coronerChief Medical Examiner has reasonable grounds to 

believe that the deceased was involved in any criminal activity which contributed to his 

or her own death.  The charge, if not paid, may be considered a part of the funeral 

expenses and paid as a preferred charge against the estate of the decedent. 

B. The cChief mMedical eExaminer-coroner shall determine when the charge 

authorized hereby will be imposed and the amount thereof.  No charge shall be imposed 
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if private charitable funds available to pay funeral costs would thereby be reduced so as 

to preclude payment of the costs from such funds. 

SECTION 11. Section 2.22.110 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.22.110  POST tTraining and rReimbursement pProgram. 

A. The cCounty of Los Angeles declares that it desires those pPeace 

oOfficer employees designated by the dDepartment of coronerMedical Examiner to 

participate in the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training reimbursement 

program. 

B. The dDepartment of coronerMedical Examiner will adhere to the 

standards for selection and training established by the Commission. 

C. The Commission and its representatives may make such inquiries as 

deemed appropriate by the Commission to ascertain that dDepartment of 

coronerMedical Examiner pPeace oOfficer personnel adhere to standards for selection 

and training established by the Commission. 

 SECTION 12. Section 2.170.020 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2.170.020  Records of County Agencies Employing Peace Officers. 

A. For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply, whether used 

in the singular or plural: 

… 

3. "Decisional Records" are a subset of Records as defined below and 

specifically mean: 

… 
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c. Los Angeles County Department of Medical Examiner's-Coroner's 

Report relating to any Sheriff's Department deputy-involved shooting or Probation 

Department officer-involved shooting. 

… 

SECTION 13. Section 5.56.040 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

5.56.040  Professional dDues rReimbursed wWhen. 

The cCounty shall annually reimburse each person who is a member of the legal 

staff of the cCounty cCounsel, dDistrict aAttorney or pPublic dDefender departments, or 

who is in the class of chief, inquest division, coroner, the full amount of his yearly dues 

to the State Bar of California.  In the event any such person is in an employee 

representation unit in which reimbursement of such yearly dues is covered by the terms 

of a memorandum of understanding which has been approved by the bBoard of 

sSupervisors such reimbursement shall be made in accordance with the memorandum 

of understanding. 

SECTION 14. Section 11.28.060 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

11.28.060  Elevated bBlood-lLead lLevel—Report rRequirements. 

A. Physicians and Other Medical Personnel.  It shall be the duty of every 

physician, practitioner, dentist, coronermedical examiner, every superintendent or 

manager of a dispensary, hospital, clinic or laboratory, to notify the dDirector promptly 

upon determining an elevated blood-lead level of thirty (30) micrograms per deciliter or 

greater in any child under seven (7) years of age. 
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SECTION 15. Appendix 1, Section 28 Instructions to Funeral Directors is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

… 

B.  CORONER'SDEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EXAMINER'S CASES 

(Section 27491, Health and Safety Code) 

 1. Any funeral dDirector or embalmer called in a death from an 

unknown cause or suspected communicable disease must immediately notify the 

coronerDepartment of Medical Examiner and be guided by hisits order.  (Section 7300, 

7301, 10225 and 10250, Health and Safety Code.) 

 2. Among those cases requiring inquiry by the CoronerDepartment of 

Medical Examiner are:  "... deaths known or suspected as due to contagious disease 

and constituting a public hazard …"  A CoronerDepartment of Medical Examiner referral 

will not be necessary for diagnosed cases of contagious disease, since the local 

procedures and the action of the Department of Health Services after notification will be 

the defense against any public hazard. 

 3. Cases of possible but not diagnosed contagious diseases, such as 

possible meningitis or possible pulmonary tuberculosis when an autopsy is not 

contemplated, shall be referred to the CoronerDepartment of Medical Examiner for 

diagnosis following which notification of proper authorities will be made. 

 4. Deaths from the following reportable diseases shall be 

CoronerDepartment of Medical Examiner cases: 

… 
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SECTION 16. Pursuant to Government Code Section 25123, this 

ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from the date of final passage by the Board 

of Supervisors. 

[222010BCCC] 
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