AGN. NO.

MOTION BY SUPERVISORS HILDA L. SOLIS April 14, 2020
AND SHEILA KUEHL

Expansion of Tenant Protections During the COVID-19 Crisis to Preserve and
Increase Housing Security and Stability and Prevent Further Homelessness

On March 4, 2020, the Los Angeles County (County) Board of Supervisors (Board)
proclaimed the existence of a local health emergency due to the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19 emergency). On March 19, 2020, pursuant to California Government Code
Section 8550 and Los Angeles County Code (Code) Section 2.68.150, the Chair of the
Board issued an Executive Order, which among other actions, placed a temporary
moratorium on evictions for non-payment of rent by residential or commercial tenants in
unincorporated areas impacted by COVID-19 (Moratorium). On March 31, 2020, the
Board of Supervisors ratified this Executive Order, which will be in effect from March 4,
2020 through May 31, 2020 (Moratorium Period), unless extended further, and amended
the ratified Executive Order to include a ban on rent increases in the unincorporated
County to the extent permitted by State law and consistent with Chapter 8.52 of the
County Code. The Moratorium will provide timely and necessary relief to tenants who are
struggling due to the economic repercussions of the COVID-19 emergency. However, the
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following additional policies and modifications should be adopted to preserve and

increase housing security and stability and to prevent Los Angeles County residents from

falling into homelessness due to this crisis, for the preservation of life and property.

WE, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors adopt the Resolution to

amend the Executive Order in order to:

1.

Include a temporary moratorium on evictions for non-payment of space rent for
mobilehome owners who rent space in mobilehome parks;

Expand to all jurisdictions within the County of Los Angeles pursuant to
Government Code section 8630, et seq. and Chapter 2.68 of the County Code
with considerations for cities that already have local eviction moratoria in place;
Prohibit rent increases for residential units and mobilehome owners from March
4, 2020 through May 31, 2020, unless extended further, to the extent permitted
by State law and consistent with Chapters 8.52 and 8.57 of the County Code.
The Executive Order shall also prohibit a landlord from imposing any new pass-
throughs or charging interest and/or late fees for unpaid rent during the
Moratorium Period, and bar landlords from attempting to collect interest and late
fees incurred during this Moratorium Period following the termination of the
Executive Order;

Encourage landlords and tenants to agree on a payment plan that would allow
landlords to accept partial rent payments during the Moratorium if tenants are

able to make such payments;



5. Extend the repayment period from six (6) months to 12 months following the end
of the Moratorium Period;

6. Further define financial impact and relation to COVID-19, as well as prohibit an
eviction during the Moratorium Period based on the presence of unauthorized
occupants, pets, or nuisance necessitated by or related to the COVID-19
emergency;

7. Allow tenants to provide and require landlords to accept a self-certification of a
tenant's inability to pay rent and to provide notice to the landlord to that effect;

8. Prohibit landlords, and those acting on their behalf, from harassing or intimidating
tenants for acts or omissions expressly permitted under the Executive Order, as
amended, and the attached Resolution; and

9. Address the County's public policy and intent to close certain businesses to
protect public health, safety and welfare, and the County recognizes that the
interruption of any business will cause loss of and damage to the business.
Therefore, the County finds and declares that the closure of these businesses
is mandated for the public health, safety and welfare and that the physical loss
of and damage to businesses is resulting from the shutdown and that these
businesses have lost the use of their property and are not functioning as

intended.
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SECTION 6: The Executive Order is hereby amended to address the County's
public policy and intent to close certain businesses to protect public health, safety and
welfare, and the County recognizes that the interruption of any business will cause loss
of and damage to the business. Therefore, the County finds and declares that the closure
of these businesses is mandated for the public health, safety and welfare and that the
physical loss of and damage to businesses is resulting from the shutdown and that these
businesses have lost the use of their property and are not functioning as intended.

SECTION 7: That this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage
and shall remain in effect until May 31, 2020, unless extended or repealed by the Board
of Supervisors, or its designee.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted on the L/ day of Aﬂr !
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles.
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