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Provided for the January 22, 2026,  
Los Angeles County Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission. 

 

To submit written public comment for the official meeting record, complete 
the form at https://bit.ly/3SsCyNm. For any questions, please email 
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Oversight of Sheriff’s Department 
referrals and investigative practices 
impacting dependency court 
proceedings 

I am submitting this comment to request civilian 
oversight review of Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department practices as they intersect with juvenile 
dependency proceedings. 
 
In my family’s case, law enforcement involvement 
and subsequent referrals contributed to a child 
welfare detention based primarily on unconfirmed 
toxicology allegations, despite the absence of clinical 
symptoms and prior to adjudication. These actions 
have had profound consequences for a family 
without the benefit of fully validated evidence being 
tested in court. 
 
I respectfully urge the Commission to examine 
whether current LASD referral practices, 
documentation standards, and reliance on 
preliminary or investigatory medical information 
adequately protect due process rights when families 
are referred into dependency systems. 
 
Oversight is especially critical where law 
enforcement actions may influence child detention 
outcomes before judicial findings are made. 
Transparency, evidentiary rigor, and clear safeguards 
are essential to prevent irreversible harm to children 
and families. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for 
your role in ensuring accountability and fairness in 
county law enforcement practices.  






