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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

CHAI R KENNEDY: -- so you are sworn under penalty of
perjury, and we can begin.

MR. PACHECO  Good norning, M. Chairmn, comm ssioners.
"' m Ant hony Pacheco with Spertus, Landes, and Josephs. |I'm
acconpani ed by ny col |l eagues Maura Riley and Julia Corbin. And
Wi th your permi ssion, we will proceed.

M. Murakam , thank you for being here today. W
appreci ate your tine.
You' re here pursuant to a subpoena; is that correct?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And that subpoena was issued in June of
2022; is that correct?

MR. MJRAKAM : That, | can't recall.

MR. PACHECO But you're here pursuant to a court order
follow ng the service of that subpoena?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO How | ong were you enployed with the
Sheriff's Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : | believe a little over 43 years.

MR. PACHECO Forty-three years; is that what --

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO. And you were the forner undersheriff of the
Depart ment ?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, sir.
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MR. PACHECO And that was the highest
achi eved in the Departnent?
MR. MURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO. And as the undersheriff,

rank that you

you were the second

in command of the Los Angel es Sheriff's Departnent?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And at tinmes, you were the acting sheriff?

MR. MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And that neant when you were acting sheriff,

you were the highest-ranking nmenber in the Sheriff's

Departnent; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO Sir, have you been in comuni cation with

Mat t hew Burson about his testinony before the comm ssion?

MR, MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Are you aware that Matthew Burson testified

t hat he has known you for decades?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR PACHECO. And, if fact, you have known Matthew Burson

f or decades?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO And are you aware that he testified before

this conm ssion that you have a Cavenan tattoo?

MR. MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And he testified that you were a nenber of a
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subgroup or clique in the East LA station; is that correct?

MR MJRAKAM: | don't know if he said that or not, but he
did say | had a tattoo.

MR. PACHECO Let ne ask you this: During your tenure in
the Sheriff's Departnment, were you ever a nenber of a subgroup
call ed the Cavenen?

MR. MURAKAM : \What do you nean by "nmenber"?

MR. PACHECO Well, did you ever affiliate in any way
what soever with a group called the Cavenen in East LA?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Well, what was your relationship with the
Cavenen?

MR. MURAKAM : Can you (inaudi ble) the question
(i naudi bl e) the Cavenen?

MR. PACHECO What did you do with the Cavenen?

MR. MURAKAM :  Not hi ng.

MR. PACHECO Do you have a Cavenan tattoo?

MR MURAKAM : No, | don't.

MR. PACHECO At any time during your tenure in the
Departnent, did you ever have a Cavenan tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, | did.

MR. PACHECO Let's talk a little bit about how you got
that tattoo. Howis it that you got that tattoo?

MR. MJURAKAM : It would be the sanme way that --

(i naudi ble) a party explaining (inaudible) tattoo at G vil
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Servi ce.

It had to deal

wi th, basically, taking pride and

bei ng recogni zed as a hardwor ki ng deputy.

MR. PACHECO How was the tattoo applied to your body?
MR. MJURAKAM : It was on the right calf area.

MR. PACHECO And to this day, do you have that tattoo?
MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you renpve the tattoo?

MR MJRAKAM: It's no longer there, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you alter the tattoo?

MR MJRAKAM: It's no longer there, sir.

MR. PACHECO  \Wen did you renove the tattoo?

MR. MJRAKAM : It's been probably five years.

MR. PACHECO Wiy did you renove the tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : Because of the negative nedia and pressure

just being applied of having a tattoo.

MR. PACHECO (O her than renoving the tattoo because of

the negative nedia, is there any other reason why you renoved
the tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : What do you nmean "anot her reason"?

MR. PACHECO Was there any other reason other than
negative nmedia that you renpved the tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : Well, (inaudible) to do with the fact |ike
a hearing like this where it becones a negative (inaudible).
So better not to have it.

MR. PACHECO So did you think that there was anything
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wrong with having a Cavenan tattoo on your ankle?

MR MJURAKAM : No.

MR. PACHECO And, to this day, as you sit here now, do
you think there was anything wong about having a Cavenan
tattoo on your ankl e?

MR MJURAKAM : No.

MR. PACHECO \Wen the tattoo was applied to your ankle,
who was present?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | couldn't recall. [It's been
probably 40-pl us years.

MR. PACHECO Was it nore than one person?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO Was it less than ten people?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO  And where was the location? And by that, |
mean physical |ocation. Not on your body, but the physica
| ocation where you had the tattoo applied.

MR. MJURAKAM : It was a tattoo shop on Wiittier Boul evard

MR. PACHECO And the one to ten other people that were
with you when the tattoo was applied, were they deputy
sheriffs?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And in that group of one to ten people, were
t here any wonen?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.
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MR. PACHECO In that group of one to ten people, were
t here any bl ack peopl e?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO In that group of one to ten people, were
there any gay peopl e?

MR MJURAKAM : Not that | recall

MR. PACHECO In that group of ten people, were there any
people in the command staff fromthe Sheriff's Departnent
present when you got this ink -- this tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Who knows that you have a Cavenman tattoo or
had a Cavenman tattoo on your ankle when you were a nenber of
t he Depart nent?

MR, MJURAKAM : |'mnot sure.

MR. PACHECO But we know that there was the testinony of
M. Burson that you had a tattoo; correct?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO. Did the fornmer sheriff, Alex Villanueva,
know t hat you had a tattoo on your ankle?

MR MJURAKAM : | believe he did.

MR. PACHECO Did you have any other tattoos on your body
associ ated with any subgroup or clique in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you keep the tattoo a secret from

menbers of the Departnent?
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MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Can you describe your tattoo?

MR MJRAKAM : It was essentially a Cavenman carrying a
club, | believe "East LA" either across the stomach or their
chest.

MR. PACHECO |I'msorry. | didn't hear you

MR MURAKAM : It had "ELA" -- East LA either across the

st omach or the chest.

MR, PACHECO | see.

What col or was the tattoo?

MR. MJURAKAM : It was just standard -- it wasn't col ored,
sir
MR PACHECO. Was it blue?
MR. MURAKAM : Blue or black. [I'mnot sure of the color
MR. PACHECO  Ckay.
Did the tattoo -- anywhere near the tattoo have a
nunber ?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir
PACHECO. And what was that nunber?

MJURAKAM : Ten

2 3 3

PACHECO. Ten.

And what did that nunber signify?

MR MJURAKAM : The tenth person to have a Cavenan tatt oo.
MR. PACHECO Does that ten signify that you were the

tenth nmenber of the Cavenen?
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MR, MURAKAM : The tenth person to get a tattoo.

MR. PACHECO Does that nean that you were a nenber of a
group called the Cavenen?

MR. MJURAKAM : It's difficult when you use the word
"menber" |ike you're in sone kind of club. (Ilnaudible) club.

MR. PACHECO Was it a subgroup of people?

MR. MURAKAM : That could be probably nore accurate,
because there was no club, per se.

MR. PACHECO  How many nenbers of the Caveman were there?
MJURAKAM : | don't know, sir.
PACHECO  Can you estinate?
MURAKAM :  No, | can't.
PACHECO Was it nore than ten?

MURAKAM : I think so.

2 » 3 ®» 3 3

PACHECO  You know so because you were the tenth
nunmber to get inked?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER BONNER:  Was it nore than 507?

MR MJRAKAM : | think it was, but | couldn't tell you for
sure.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: Wl |, did you see other people in
the East LA station that had the Cavenman tattoo fromtine to
time?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

COMM SSI ONER BONNER:  You never saw anot her person,
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anot her deputy at the East LA station in the | ocker room or
otherwi se that had the tattoo of a Caveman; is that your
t esti nony?

MR. MURAKAM : Well, when you say "the | ocker room or
ot herw se" --

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: Wl |, any place at the East LA
station, sir. | mean, |'masking you a question. D d you ever
see any other deputy with a Cavenan tattoo other than yourself?

MR. MJURAKAM : Can you do ne a favor and not yell at ne?

COW SSI ONER BONNER:  No, | can't.

Can you do ne a favor and just -- you know, |ook, if
you give an answer, you said -- M. Mirakam , (inaudible), you
basically said, under oath, that you' ve never seen anot her
person, deputy with a Caveman tattoo at the East LA station
Is that your testinobny, or do you want to correct it right now,
sir?

MR MJURAKAM : Yeah, that, | don't recall, because as far
as the | ocker room |'ve never seen any of it in the | ocker
room | haven't seen it in there. (lnaudible). | couldn't
tell you where or when.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER:  So you' ve seen sone deputy
(i naudi bl e) Cavenan tattoo?

MR, MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) ?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.
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COWM SSI ONER BONNER:  You woul dn't know?

MR. MURAKAM : | woul dn't guess.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) seen nore than one
deputy other than yourself that had a Cavenan tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : Probably, sir.

It's been over 40 years, so | don't -- you know, it's

kind of hard to recall all of these things.

COW SSI ONER BONNER: (| naudi bl e) ?

MR. MURAKAM : That, (inaudible).

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (| naudi bl e) ?

MR. MJURAKAM : It's been over 40 years, sir.

COWMM SSI ONER BONNER: What ot her deputies do you believe
are Cavenen that have a Caveman tattoo and stuff |ike that?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't recall, sir.

COW SSI ONER BONNER:  Don't recall a single one?

MR, MURAKAM : No, sir.

COWMWM SSI ONER BONNER:  Don't recall (inaudible) in the
Cavenen?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: Wy did you have a tattoo?

MR MJIRAKAM : It's what |'ve testified before, sir.
Because it signified station pride and being a good worker.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER:  Woul d you recogni ze that at | east
sonme deputy cliques that had tattoos (inaudible)?

CHAI R KENNEDY:  Yeah.
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I think our plan was to have our very able speci al
counsel finish the questioning, and then we can fully open it
up for all the conm ssioners to ask any suppl emental questions.

MR. PACHECO On the Caveran tattoo that you had, were
there any (inaudi ble) or other markings on that tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO And just to followup on one of the
comm ssi oner's questions, you don't renenber a single nane of
any deputy who had a Cavenman tattoo as you sit here today?

MR MJRAKAM : Not that | recall, sir.

MR. PACHECO \What was the selection criteria to becone a
Caveman, if you know?

MR. MJURAKAM : Essentially, as to what | said before, it
had to do with being identified as a good worker.

MR PACHECO. And who made this identification of
potential nmenbers as good workers?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't know.

MR. PACHECO Did a potential nenber have to have a
certain nunber of arrests in order to becone a nenber of the
Cavenen?

MR MURAKAM : (I naudible.)

MR. PACHECO Did a prospect, a potential menber of the
Cavenen, have to have a nunber of shootings before they could
be selected to the Cavenen?

MR, MJRAKAM : I've never heard that, sir.
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MR.

PACHECO I n order for a prospect to becone a nenber

of the Cavenen, did he have to engage in a certain nunber of

fights with people on the street?

VR.

MR

MURAKAM : No, sir.

PACHECO. "No, sir," you don't know, or "No, sir,"

that wasn't --

MR.

MR.

MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

PACHECO. Was there a fee or a tax in order to becone

a Cavenman nenber?

MR.

MR.

MURAKAM : No, sir.

PACHECO Did the Cavenen in East LA gather at any

time together as a group?

MR.

MR.

East LA?

MR

MR.

MR

t eam and

MR.

MJURAKAM : Excuse ne?

PACHECO Did the Cavenen ever gather as a group in

MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

PACHECO Did they engage in sports together?
MURAKAM : That's possible. W did have a softball
a flag football team

PACHECO  Are there any events that the Cavenen

engaged in that you know about?

MR.

2 3 3

MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).
PACHECO  Who cane up with the nane of the Cavenen?
MURAKAM :  That, | don't know, sir.

PACHECO. Was it expected that the Cavenen woul d have
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each other's backs in the Departnent, support each other?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO Were the Cavenen |oyal to each other?

MR. MJRAKAM : | believe that's called (inaudible) deputy
sheriffs.

MR. PACHECO But did the Cavenen have a special |aw where
they were especially |loyal to one another?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Was it expected that the Cavenen woul d keep
secrets fromthe community?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did the Cavenen publish a roster about their
menber shi p anywhere?

MR. MURAKAM : No. Not that | know of, sir.

MR PACHECO. On the sheriff's website, did it list the
Cavenen as a recogni zed group in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO. Did the Cavenen sonetinmes subscribe to the
practices sonmetinmes referred to as a Code of Silence?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).
PACHECO Did the Cavenen oppose civilian oversight?
MURAKAM : | don't believe they existed back then.
PACHECO  Wen did you first get the tattoo again?

MURAKAM :  Probably 40 years ago.

2 ®» 3 3 3

PACHECO  And you renoved it ten years ago?
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MR MJRAKAM : | believe five.

MR. PACHECO  Five years.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi ble) 1 just want to know.
Did any deputy at the East LA station back then (inaudible)?

MR, MURAKAM : (I naudible), sir.

MR. PACHECO In terns of the Cavenen, do you know whet her
they ever appeared in any public events?

MR. MURAKAM : What do you nean by "appeared at public
events," sir?

MR PACHECO. Were they ever known to the public, as far
as you know?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  What was the highest rank that you've had in
East LA?

MR. MJURAKAM : | was deputy sheriff, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you have a rank beyond that in -- when
you were in East Los Angel es?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR PACHECO. At the tine that you got the tattoo in East
Los Angel es, who was your supervisor?

MR MJRAKAM : That, | couldn't recall, sir.

MR. PACHECO  For what period of tinme -- during what years
were you in East Los Angel es?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe it was 1983 to 1987.

MR. PACHECO And in that tineframe, 1983 to 1987, what
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was your role? And by that, | mean did you serve on patrol?
What were your job functions in East Los Angeles from 1983 to
198772

MR. MURAKAM : | believe the nost (inaudible) Gang
Suppr essi on

MR. PACHECO So from 1983 to 1987, at the tinme when you
had a Cavenen gang tattoo on your ankle, you worked in Gang
Suppr essi on?

MR MURAKAM : Well, | want to refer to that. | Kkind of
object to the comment referring to nmy tattoo as a gang tattoo
as what | have, because it is not.

MR. PACHECO | don't think |I referred that way.

MR. MURAKAM : Yeah, you did.

MR. PACHECO | just asked you the question whether or
not, from 1983 to 1987, whether you worked on the Gang
Suppression, and if, at that tinme, you had a tattoo on your
ankl e of a Caveman.

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible) referred to it as a gang
tattoo, is what you called it; and it was not.

MR. PACHECO. The answer is --

MR. MJURAKAM : | did have a tattoo when I was on the Gang
Unit.

MR. PACHECO So | heard that in East Los Angel es there
was a logo in the station of Fort Apache or sonething |ike

that. Do you renenber that | ogo?
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MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And | understand that that |ogo that you
renoved fromthe station when forner Sheriff MDonnell was
appointed -- or elected the Sheriff; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR PACHECO. And then when Sheriff Villanueva took
office, the |l ogo of Fort Apache was returned to the East LA
station; is that correct?

MR. MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And it was -- where was it displayed?
MR. MJURAKAM: |'mnot quite sure, sir
MR PACHECO. Well, if you walk into the station, you can

see it. So was it in the back with the deputies?

MR. MURAKAM : It woul d be sonewhere in the back.

MR. PACHECO And what did it signify, if you know?

MR. MJURAKAM : Well, this is what |'ve been told:
(I'naudi bl e) that the saying Fort Apache was found at East LA
(itnaudible), and it's because the station was kind of up on a
small hill. So sonewhere, sonmehow sonme deputies called the
station Fort Apache.

And then the logo of the helnmet and the boot had to
do with sonething negative, calling the deputies people of |ow
profile. So sonebody put a helnet on a boot, you know,
signifying that is a low profile.

| mean, that's what |'ve been told, but | don't know
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if it's true

MR. PACHECO So did this Fort Apache | ogo, near it or on
it, have a helnet on a boot?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And help ne. What does that nean?

MR. MURAKAM : What it nmeans is it signifies having a | ow
profile.

MR PACHECO. A helnmet is sonmething that one wears in the
mlitary?

MR MJIRAKAM: No. It would be a sheriff's helnet, sir.

MR PACHECO.  Sheriff's hel net.

And does the -- let me ask you this: [|s having such
alogo in a police station, is it consistent with the
fundanmental principles of professional policing in your
opi ni on?

MR. MJURAKAM : Well, | don't see a problemwth it.

MR. PACHECO If you're a nenber of the community, you see
a Fort Apache | ogo on your police station, are you concerned
t hat maybe the menbers of the station view thensel ves as
different than the conmunity?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible) station menbers.

MR. PACHECO. How el se can one take it?

MR. MJURAKAM : | nmean, | can understand (inaudible) I ogo.

MR. PACHECO  Who is responsible for putting the | ogo back

up in Sheriff Villanueva's tenure?
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MR MURAKAM : That, |'mnot sure, sir.
MR. PACHECO Let ne go back to the Cavenen.
Were the Cavenen senior deputies or younger deputies?

Do you know?

MR. MJRAKAM : As far as | know, it would ve been a
m xture, but | couldn't tell you for sure.

MR. PACHECO Wre any of the Cavenen at the rank of
i eutenant or above?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR PACHECO. Were any of the Cavenen at the rank of
captai n or above?

MR MJRAKAM : At the station?

MR. PACHECO  Correct.

MR. MURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did Cavenen get better work shifts than sort
of non-subgroup nmenber?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO During 1983 to 1987, do you renenber who the
schedul i ng deputy was in East Los Angel es?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did the Cavenen have a shot caller or a
| eader ?

MR, MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Did the Cavenen get better pronotions than

non- Cavenen subgroup nenbers?
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MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO (I naudible.)

MR. MURAKAM : Well, none of (inaudible) being called a
| eader. (I naudible).

COMM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) called the | eader?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did the Cavenen get better assignnents or
favoritismthan non-Cavenen subgroup nenbers?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO How do you know?
MURAKAM : | was assum ng that they had (inaudible).

PACHECO Did you talk to the other Cavenen?

2 3 3

MJRAKAM :  No, sir.

MR. PACHECO So you got this tattoo, but you didn't speak
to themfrequently?

MR, MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO \What's the point in getting the tattoo?

MR. MJURAKAM : Again, it's involved with, basically,

station pride and hard work. There was no, | guess -- | don't
know if you call it a fellowship for how often we were getting
t oget her.

MR. PACHECO And there were no wonmen in this group of
Cavenen; correct?

MR, MJRAKAM : | heard there was, but | couldn't confirm
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MR. PACHECO And there were no bl ack nmenbers in the
Cavenen; correct?

MR MJURAKAM : Not that | know of, no.

MR. PACHECO And there were no gay nenbers of the
Cavenen; is that correct?

MR. MURAKAM : That, | wouldn't know. Sone people prefer
not to reference their sexual orientation.

MR. PACHECO So this is a group based on hard work and
(i naudi bl e)?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR PACHECO. Correct ne then.

MR. MJURAKAM : Hard work and, basically, it's station
pride. But when | said | think there were no (inaudible).

MR, PACHECO  Ckay.
Were there bl ack deputies in East Los Angel es?
MURAKAM :  Yes, sir.

PACHECO  Why weren't they included as Cavenen?

3 3 3

MJURAKAM :  That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO Wuldn't black deputies potentially have
station pride in East Los Angel es?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Wbul dn't bl ack deputies be hardworking in
East Los Angel es?

MR. MURAKAM : (Inaudible). | don't knowif there were

any nenbers that were black. That's what | said. There

HUNTI NGTON COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRI PTI ON, | NC.
800- 586- 2988




23
TRANSCRI PT OF PRCCEEDI NGS, March 7, 2024

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

coul d' ve been. | don't know.

MR. PACHECO  But you would agree that there were
har dwor ki ng, faithful nmenbers of the Departnent who worked in
Los Angel es who were bl ack?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And you woul d agree that there were wonen
who worked in East Los Angel es who had pride in the station and
were hardworking; is that true?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And yet, those groups don't seemto be
represented in a group of Cavenen; is that correct?

MR MJURAKAM : | believe they are, but | couldn't tell you
for sure.

MR. PACHECO So as you sit here now, telling nme under
oath, that you think that there were wonen and bl ack peopl e who
wer e nmenbers of the Cavenen?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO As you sit here now, could you give ne a
nane of any woman or any bl ack person who is a nenber of the
Cavenen?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did the Cavenen retaliate agai nst any
non- gang nenbers?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi ble).

MR. PACHECO Did the Cavenen conmmt viol ence agai nst any
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non- gang nenbers of the group?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  As undersheriff, you were responsible for
reviewi ng pronotions and suspensions; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO Did you use your position to pronote
subgroup nenbers over non-subgroup nmenbers?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you use your position as undersheriff to
deny pronotions to deputies who did not do what subgroup
menbers wanted themto do?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Why woul d a young deputy want to becone a
Caveman, as far as you know?

MR. MURAKAM : Again, it would be, basically, being young,
bei ng honored with being able to recogni ze the Depart nent
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Do you envision or know about circunstances
where seni or deputies pressured younger deputies to join the
Cavenen?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

PACHECO Did anyone pressure you to becone a Caveman?
MJURAKAM :  No, sir.

PACHECO  You did it voluntarily?

2 ®» 3 3

MURAKAM :  Yes, sir
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MR. PACHECO And you did it at a local tattoo shop
acconpani ed by one to ten other deputies; is that right?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO Did you do it during work hours?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO  Were you wearing your uniform when you went
into the tattoo shop to get your Caverman tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO In your job functions at East LA, as to your
attire, did you sonetinmes wear shorts?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Was the Cavenan tattoo ever visible when you
were out on patrol in your functions at East LA?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Wuld you have wanted the community to see
your Caverman tattoo while you were on duty as a deputy sheriff?

MR. MURAKAM : That is kind of an (inaudible) statenent.
But as far as the policies are, you can't show any tattoos.

MR. PACHECO |I'mnot sure why it's an (i naudible)
statenent, so I'Il try to rephrase the question

As you were a deputy sheriff and you were in the

comuni ty, would you have wanted community nmenbers to have seen
you revealing your ankle tattoo of a Caveman?

MR MJRAKAM : | would never do that, sir

MR. PACHECO  Why?
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MR MJRAKAM : It's not for that purpose, to flaunt it.
My tattoos are private.

MR. PACHECO Interesting choice of words. You said you
woul dn't want to flaunt the tattoo. Was the caverman tattoo a
badge of honor (i naudible)?

MR. MJURAKAM : You can call it a badge of honor, but,
again, it's something -- again, indicative of station pride and
bei ng recogni zed as a hardwor ki ng deputy.

MR. PACHECO  But you don't know who recogni zed you as a
har dwor ki ng guy, who opened up nenbership to you in this
subgr oup?

MR. MURAKAM : When you say (inaudible), it's been over 40
years; | don't recall anyone, sir.

MR. PACHECO |Is this Cavenman tattoo the only tattoo that
you had on your body? Do you have other tattoos?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, | do.

MR. PACHECO  Any other -- what kind of tattoos?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | woul d object. This is
(i naudi bl e) deputy gangs.

CHAI R KENNEDY: There is an objection to this (inaudible)
that deal with the deputy gangs. The question is: "Do you
have ot her tattoos?" W don't know what the tattoos signify,
and so | would ask you to answer that question

MR. MJURAKAM : It has nothing to do with the station;

that's (inaudible) in terms of any type of departnent
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affiliation.

MR PACHECO. \Wat are the other tattoos?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'d object. | think it's a privacy
i ssue.

MR. PACHECO |'m not asking for the location of the
tattoos; |'m asking whether you have other tattoos.

MR MJURAKAM : |1'Ill follow the advice of ny counsel
(inaudible). 1'll admt that | do have a tattoo. It's a
private matter and doesn't have anything to do with the
Sheriff's Department.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Well, your counsel objected. He didn't
tell you not to answer the question; so naybe he can clarify.

Are you telling himnot to answer?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | am

CHAI R KENNEDY: Ckay.

We' Il be back here again

MR. PACHECO So the question that | have for you on this
other tattoo, can you tell nme the | ocation on your body where
that tattoo is |ocated?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: M same obj ection -- ongoi ng
obj ection (inaudible).

MR, MJRAKAM : |'IIl follow advice of ny counsel, sir

MR. PACHECO  Under the advice of your counsel, he's
instructing you not to answer, just so the record is clear; is

that correct?
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MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: And then the instruction is:

answer based on privacy"?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

CHAI R KENNEDY: (I naudible) | just wanted to nmake sure we

have a record. The basis is privacy.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes. The basis is privacy.

CHAI R KENNEDY: (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO So the record' s clear, you acknow edge you

have another tattoo other than the Cavenan tattoo; you won't

tell us what it is; and you won't tell us where on your body
it's located; is that correct, sir?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO In your tine at East Los Angeles, were you a
trai ning deputy?

MR, MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you ever provide training or guidance to

deputies in the Departnent at any tinme when you were in the

Depart nent ?

MR. MURAKAM : | n what capacity, sir?

MR. PACHECO I n any capacity.

MR. MURAKAM : | have worked with younger deputies, yes.
MR. PACHECO And did you provide training to thenf?

MR. MJRAKAM : Not as a training officer.

MR. PACHECO Were you a nentor to any of the deputies in
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East Los Angel es or beyond?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And did you expect younger deputies to |earn
fromyou and fromyour experience as a deputy?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO And part of your job as a senior deputy was
to provide sone guidance to the junior deputies; is that
correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And did you ever train at the acadeny by any
chance?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO And did you always want deputies, younger
and even nore senior, to adhere to the fundanental principles
of professional policing while they were working with the
Depart nment ?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And part of that adherence to those
principles is to deescal ate certain situations when deputies
intervene with the policy; is that correct?

MR MURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO  And one of the goals is to preserve life if
you're a deputy; it's that correct?

MR MJURAKAM : | believe so.

MR. PACHECO So if there was a conflict situation, you
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expected that they deescalate the situation so as to preserve
life as best could be achieved in that particular circunstance;
is that right?

MR. MJURAKAM : It wouldn't be to preserve life. It had to
do, basically, calling for positive -- trying to identify a
safe type of confrontati on.

MR. PACHECO And also to save lives by mnimzing
confrontation; is that right?

MR. MJURAKAM : If you take it to the extrenme, yes.

MR PACHECO | want to tal k about sone of these other
| ogos that we've | earned about with this conm ssion. Let's
focus your attention on one, the Gim Reapers.

Did you ever hear about the Gim Reaper | ogo and the

subgr oup?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And you've heard that they were in the
Lennox Station; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  The Lennox Station no |onger exists; is that

MR. MJURAKAM : Correct, sir.
MR. PACHECO And so we were tal king about the fundanent al
princi ples of professional policing.
And you' ve seen the Gim Reaper logo; is that right?

MR. MJURAKAM : | could've, but | couldn't tell you for
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sure.

MR, PACHECO  Right.

And it's a reaper; right? 1It's a nenacing reaper
with some kind of sickle; is that right?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | couldn't tell you.

MR. PACHECO And the Gi m Reaper represents death; right?
Is that right?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And how woul d that synbol support the
fundanment al principles of professional policing?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe it wouldn't.

MR. PACHECO Well, if a nmenacing tattoo, and if a sheriff
deputy approaches a nenber of the public and has a tattoo of a
Gim Reaper thene, isn't the conmmunity nenber going to nmaybe be
afraid of that?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO So Gim Reaper is inconsistent with
community policing, isn't it?

MR MJRAKAM : | think the context you' re putting it in as
far as showing it to the community (inaudible). Al tattoos
are not shown (inaudible). But would they be considered to be
a positive image? The answer woul d be no.

MR. PACHECO Let's think about the nmentality of having a
Gi m Reaper tattoo on one's body.

If you're a deputy and you have a Gim Reaper affixed
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to your body, does that convey the nmentality of conmunity
pol i ci ng?

MR MJURAKAM : | think your (inaudible) into First
Amendment rights. Because, ultimately, now tattoos are a | ot
nor e popul ar anongst the younger people. So, again, the policy
we have is that they can't be shown to any of the public. They
need to be covered.

MR PACHECO Let's turn to Exhibit 14.

Julia, if we can put that up on the screen.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. PACHECO  And that binder that's in front of you,

M. Mirakam, if you turn to Exhibit Nunber 14. In it, you'l
see a &imReaper |ogo, Lennox and South LA stations.

And do you see that one? Looks like it would be a
patch that would be attached to a uniform and do you see that
the other seens to be a nedallion that would hang as a
neckl ace.

Do you think any of -- do you renenber seeing that
pat ch?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Wuld it surprise you if that patch had been
attached to a sheriff's uniforn®

MR. MJURAKAM : That woul d never happen, sir

MR. PACHECO  That woul d never happen?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.
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MR. PACHECO. And you believe that, why?

MR. MURAKAM : Because a patch (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  And how about the -- so but you don't know
whet her or not anyone wore that patch on their uniformwhile in
the building; is that right?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi ble).

MR. PACHECO You don't know whet her over tine, anyone
woul d wear this nedallion or key chain at all, whether they
were in the state -- whether they were in the community as
deputies serving as deputies; is that correct?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO Are you not, sir, passively conveying to
young deputies that they are not tasked to preserve life, that
they are in a war zone, and that they do not have to follow the
fundanental principles of professional policing, if there are
subgroups out there like the Gim Reapers and ot her subgroups?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO. Sheriff Villanueva made sonme statenents
during his testinony before this very body. [1'd like to review
sonme of those statenents with you.

We can turn to Exhibit 4.
Do you have that nunber before you? It's an article
fromRolling Stone. Do you have that in front of you?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And they recount that the Sheriff, under
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oath, conpared deputy gangs in the Sheriff's Departnment to
softball teans, and he admts that he never seriously
i nvestigated them

As you sit here now, under oath, do you think that
sheriff deputy gangs are the equivalent of a softball teanf

MR. MJRAKAM : |'mnot sure if | agree that that's what he
stated, but |I think he's just trying to convey the fact that
t hey were (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  \Well, sheriffs have badges and guns,
softball teanms don't. You would agree to that; right?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible.)

MR. PACHECO  There's fundanental differences, you would
agree, between sheriff deputy gangs, cliques, exclusionary
subgroups, and softball teans, wouldn't you?

MR. MJRAKAM : | believe he was referring to the
Departnent's softball team

MR. PACHECO So the departnental softball teans are |ike
sheriff deputy gangs (inaudible) exclusionary clubs?

MR. MJRAKAM : | believe he tried to make it (i naudible)
by the Departnent's softball team

MR. PACHECO Sitting here today, does that comparison
make any sense to you?

MR MURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO Explain that to me. How does it nake sense

to you to have that conparison?
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MR MJRAKAM : (Inaudible). And | think he's trying to
(i naudi bl e) on nefarious and (inaudible) a deputy subgroup

MR. PACHECO But as you sit here, you don't see any
probl em conpari ng the Gi m Reapers, Executioners, Banditos, or
any of these subgroups to softball teans in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : | understand how t he statenent sonmehow may
be taken out of context.

MR PACHECO Put the statement aside. |'mjust asking
you the question.

Do you see any problens with referring to sheriff
deputy gangs, exclusionary subgroups, or cliques being conpared
to softball teanms, sir?

MR. MJURAKAM : | believe the way he's trying to convey the
message, | think that's what he (inaudible) not show that they
have a nefarious purpose.

MR. PACHECO As a nenber of the Departnent, did the
softbal |l teans play publicly?

MR MURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO And did the sheriff deputy gangs ever
announce thensel ves publicly, as far as you know?

MR. MURAKAM : You keep using the term"gangs," and so
"Il call it out again. |If you call them subgroups
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO So that's a big difference; right? Between

softball teans in the Sheriff's Departnent and these cliques or
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excl usi onary subgroups is that the subgroups operate
(i naudi bl e)?

MR, MJRAKAM : | don't know if (inaudible) would be the
right term nol ogy.

MR. PACHECO  How about confidentially?

MR. MURAKAM : People are pretty (inaudible) nonpublic, as
opposed to confidenti al

MR. PACHECO. Interesting choice of words. Nonpublic,
meani ng only people in the Departnent (inaudible) public
speech. The (inaudible) Departnment didn't know about the
subgroups; is that right?

MR, MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Do you think it's inportant that the public
know about the existence of the subgroups in a robust way so

that they can understand what's going on within the Departnent?

MR MJRAKAM : | think it's been (inaudible) clarify the
nat ure.
MR. PACHECO | amnot sure what you said, sir. Wuld you

pl ease repeat that part?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible) the public right nowin terns
of the nedia and groups like this (inaudible) hard to clarify
(i naudi bl e) the public.

MR. PACHECO But you can do that (inaudible)?

Tell us nore about these groups so that the public

can know about them How nmany of these exclusionary subgroups

HUNTI NGTON COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRI PTI ON, | NC.
800- 586- 2988




37
TRANSCRI PT OF PRCCEEDI NGS, March 7, 2024

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

or cliques are there in the Departnent?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO  How nmany nenbers of subgroups -- these
excl usi onary subgroups or cliques are in the Departnent?

MR MJURAKAM : | don't know, sir

MR, PACHECO Is it 5,000?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR PACHECO. Can you give us any estimate as to the scope
of the problemin terns of the nunber of subgroup nenbers or
clique nenbers in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : Well, when you refer to "the problem™
(i naudi bl e) the problem (inaudible) as far as the total of
subgroups and everything, | couldn't tell you.

MR. PACHECO. Wen Sheriff Villanueva testified before
this body that if the Departnent was to get rid of sheriff
deputy gangs, it would be a public safety issue of gargantuan
proportions. And that's as reported in this Rolling Stones
article:

"In a revealing exchange, Villanueva declared that if

LASD rooted out all deputies based on their deputy gang

tattoo affiliations, it would spark a gargantuan public

safety crisis."
Do you agree with that statement? |'mnot asking if
you if you agree with this report; if you agree with that

statenent despite who nmade that statenent or didn't nmake that
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statenment .

MR. MJURAKAM : It'd be hard to specul ate (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO |Is there any basis for that statenent that
you know about as the fornmer and second hi ghest-ranki ng nmenber
of the Departnent?

MR. MJURAKAM : It's just his personal opinion, sir,

(i naudi bl e) as far as (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO But as you sit here today, you don't know
anyone to quantify the support of that statenent, one way or
t he ot her?

MR. MJURAKAM : There is a way to quantify, but it nmeans a
violation of their (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO In what way?

MR. MJURAKAM : You can't walk up to deputies and
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Can you assune if they were gang nenbers?

MR. MURAKAM : When you use the term nol ogy "gang nenber, "
t he answer woul d be no.

MR PACHECO. Can you go up to them and ask themif
they're in conpliance with Penal Code 136707

MR. MURAKAM : Well, what happens then (i naudible)

Oversi ght Conmmi ssion has it, (inaudible) has it, (inaudible)
has it. It involves |looking into (inaudible). There was
not hi ng (i naudi bl e) about at the station. And a group of

(itnaudible) Internal Affairs on the entire station,
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(inaudible). And it included (inaudible) that either had no
per sonal know edge or the (inaudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: W don't have the copy of that. W have
been asking for alnost a year, the Departnent, to have that to
us, and they haven't responded.

Stating that for the record.
Go ahead.

COW SSI ONER BONNER: (| naudi bl e) ?

MR. MJURAKAM : That's (inaudible), sir

COW SSI ONER BONNER:  You' ve heard that?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) called the Banditos
(i naudi bl e) station?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) ?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

COWM SSI ONER BONNER:  And are you saying that it would not
be permtted if you asked a deputy sheriff whether or not they
associ ated (inaudible)?

MR. MJURAKAM : |'mnot sure as far as legally what we can
or cannot do, but what was done by April Tardy as chief, he
gave her direction to basically investigate people that they
bel i eved were nenbers of the Banditos subgroup. And with the
union's permssion, we talked to each one, and then it involved

transferring (inaudible) fromthe station.
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COWM SSI ONER BONNER:  So as far as (inaudible)?

MR. MURAKAM : | think that he was trying to say the
i nvestigation would be (inaudible) questions.

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: Wl |, let's say that (inaudible)?

MR. MJURAKAM : If you're referring to the (inaudible).

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: Wl |, let's (inaudible)?

MR, MURAKAM : At the tinme of that investigation, |'mnot
sure, because, again, because of the (inaudible). But now, I
bel i eve under the current |aw (inaudible), | think you can.

(I naudi bl e).

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) ?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't (inaudible).

COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) you've never heard
(i naudi bl e)?

MR MJRAKAM : It would be March of 2018.

COMM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi bl e) ?

MR MJRAKAM : Decenber of 2017, | believe.

COW SSI ONER BONNER: Okay. Al right.

MR. PACHECO  Thank you.

So, M. Miurakam, | think this is a interesting area
to talk about the Banditos. And you had testified just nmonents
ago that certain nenbers of the Banditos were transferred out
of the East LA station; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : | believe they were (inaudible).

MR PACHECO  Wihen those i ndividuals were transferred out
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of East LA station, where did they go?

MR. MURAKAM : They went to different assignments; |
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO So they were noved to other assignments in
t he sanme departnment of the Sheriff's Departnent; is that
correct?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR PACHECO Let's talk a little bit about Kennedy Hall.

Do you know about an event that happened at Kennedy

Hal | on Septenber 28th, 20187

MR. MURAKAM : | do.

MR. PACHECO Did you participate in investigating the
events at Kennedy Hall at all?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO How did you hear about the events at Kennedy
Hal | ?

MR. MURAKAM : Probably fromthe Sheriff.

MR, PACHECO In 2018, what was your rank in the
Depart nent ?

MR. MJURAKAM : Eventually, just a sheriff deputy and the
undersheriff.

MR. PACHECO  And (inaudible) in the Sheriff's Departnent
in 2018; is that correct?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you think there was any legitimte reason
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why 1CIB did not investigate the notive behind the assault
whi ch occurred in Kennedy Hall, Septenber 28th, 2018?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe they did, sir

MR. PACHECO Did they investigate the notive for the
assaul t?

MR. MJRAKAM : | believe they did, sir

MR. PACHECO And did that investigation point you to
excl usi onary subgroups |ike the Banditos at all?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't know, sir.

MR PACHECO. Do you think that was a full and whol esone
investigation into the events at Kennedy Hall?

MR, MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Do you think that was a full and whol esone
i nvestigation into the existence of the Banditos in East LA who
had a role in the Kennedy Hall assault?

MR. MURAKAM : Not quite sure what you're (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO The Banditos were not investigated as a
result of the Kennedy Hall matter; correct?

MR MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO And the Banditos had a hand in what happened
in the Kennedy Hall matter; correct?

MR. MURAKAM : | believe there were people that had a
tattoo that were involved in a fight, yes, sir

MR. PACHECO  But despite that opportunity, the Sheriff's

Departnent did not investigate the Bandito subgroup?
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MR MJRAKAM : | don't know, sir.
MR. PACHECO Did you instruct Chief Burson not to
i nvestigate the Bandito gang connection regarding the viol ence
at Kennedy Hal | ?
MR MJRAKAM : No, | didn't, sir
MR. PACHECO I'mgoing to ask that we turn to Exhibit 12.
And, sir, I'mgoing to ask that you turn to the fifth
page of Exhibit 12, which is up on the screen.
And if you can nmeke that bigger. Thank you. There
we go.
Sir, | want -- are you there?
MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO  Ckay.

I want you to -- do you recognize this particul ar
docunent ?
MR MJURAKAM : | believe |I've seen it a couple tines
bef ore.

MR. PACHECO And these are the investigator's notes from
I nvesti gat or Chow?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe so.

MR PACHECO. Investigator Chow was the investigator who
| ooked at the Kennedy Hall incident; is that right?

MR MURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO And there's an entry on Novenber 27, 2018.

Do you see that at "1300 hours"?
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MR MJRAKAM :  Yes.

MR. PACHECO And you see the | anguage:

"Cancel interviews due to Captain/Chief Burson. He
wanted to nmake sure |I did not have to ask questions about
subcul ture groups at East LA station.”

Do you see that |anguage? -- or "ELA" -- Do you see

t hat ?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you direct Chief Burson to not ask
guesti ons about subculture groups at the East LA station in
connection with the Kennedy Hall investigation?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know whet her anybody gave direction
to Chief Burson not to investigate the subculture groups in
East Los Angel es station?

MR. MJURAKAM : Not to ny know edge, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know who instructed Chief Burson to
i nstruct Inspector Chow not to investigate subgroups in the
East LA station?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Do you know any reason why a conpetent
i nvestigator wouldn't | ook at the subculture groups at East LA
station if those groups were involved in the Kennedy Hall
assaul t?

MR. MURAKAM : Nunber one, it involves a case that spanned
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t hat question whether or not certain (inaudible).

MR PACHECO. Well, if the Banditos are involved in the
assault that happened at Kennedy Hall, how can the Depart nment
not | ook at the subgroup fromwhich they were a nenber?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible) as far as (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO Do you actually renenber when | asked you
before: "Did anyone | ook at the notivation for what happened
in the East Los --" (inaudible) --

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e) was concl uded as a drunken
brawl between deputies. (Ilnaudible) the Banditos being
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO  There were nmenbers who participated in the
brawl who had the Banditos tattoo; correct?

MR. MJRAKAM : | believe so, sir

MR. PACHECO But no one asked questions about the
Bandit os as a subgroup to determ ne whether that was the notive
for the assault that occurred in Kennedy Hall; correct?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Have you reviewed the reports with regard to
Kennedy Hall and its investigation?

MR MJRAKAM : | could ve, but I can' t recall, sir

MR. PACHECO Wuld it surprise you that of the
approxi mately 73 witnesses who were identified by ICIB, that
only one was questioned about the Banditos? Wuld that

surprise you?
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MR MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Wuld it surprise you to |learn that seven of
the interviewees used the term"gang" or "Bandito," and of
t hose seven, I1CIB asked only two of the interviewees follow up
guesti ons about the Banditos? Wuld that surprise you?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO Whuld that cause you to have concern about
the full ness and conpl eteness of this investigation of Kennedy
Hal | ?

MR. MJURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO As far as you know, based on the exhibit
that | put up on the screen, do you think there was a Code of
Silence to keep this information fromthe public about the
Bandi t 0s?

MR MJRAKAM: | don't believe so, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you think there was an effort by the
Departnent not to reveal the existence of the Banditos and
their potential role, if not direct role, in this fight that
happened in Kennedy Hal |l ?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Judge Bonner asked you about the
Executioners' investigation at the Conpton station.

Did you participate in that investigation?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  When did that investigation occur?
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MR. MURAKAM : Probably, (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO (Il naudi ble) participated in that
i nvestigation?

MR. MJURAKAM : It would be the (inaudible). Those are
Internal Affairs that (inaudible) investigate (inaudible).

MR PACHECO. Was this under Sheriff Villanueva's tenure
in the Departnent?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And were any deputies fired as a result of
t hat investigation?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so, sir

MR. PACHECO Were any deputies transferred as a result of
t hat investigation?

MR. MJURAKAM : Not as a result of the investigation.

MR PACHECO. Now, the focus was whether sonme of the
deputi es were Executioners or not; is that correct?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO \What was the focus in the investigation?

MR MJURAKAM : | believe it was about the (inaudible), and
sonme ot her person that alleged that (inaudible) they called the
Executioners to find out if (inaudible) deputy was. And that'
s why they (inaudible) the entire station.

MR. PACHECO So was the point in the investigation to
determ ne whether there, in fact, was a subgroup and

(1 naudi bl e) Executioners?
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MR MURAKAM : No. (I naudible).

MR, PACHECO | see.

There wasn't an effort to determine if there was a
excl usi onary subgroup or clique in the Conpton station. It was
really to look at a nore |imted scope of what the actua
m sconduct the particul ar deputy --

MR. MJURAKAM : Well, | think you're (inaudible).
(Inaudible). As far as Conpton South, again, | gave direction
to April Tardy who had perm ssion (inaudible) that had a tattoo
were (inaudible) station (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  Where' d they go?

MR. MURAKAM : New assi gnnents.

MR. PACHECO All over the Departnent?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO  So people with an Executioner tattoo were
just reassigned? That was what was i nposed to resolve this
i nvestigation.

MR. MURAKAM : That wasn't part of the investigation, sir

MR PACHECO | see.

But as a result of the investigation, what happened
is certain deputies were transferred out but no deputies were
term nat ed?

MR. MJURAKAM : Well, it's -- the point of our asking is
the investigation doesn't deal with transfers. That was their

investigation. As far as the term nations, there was nothing
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to take action because there was no msconduct. So it cane to
a point involving East LA and Conpton (i naudible) deputies now
because they're associated with having a tattoo (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO |I'mgoing to go back to what's up on the
screen as Exhibit 12.

COWMWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudible) it talks to every deputy
at the Conpton station. And no deputy knew of the existence of
any ot her deputy who was (inaudible) Executioner? | just want
to make sure that's the depth of it.

MR MJIRAKAM : | believe so. | believe -- | don't know if
they were (inaudible) or what the |ine of questioning was, but
the way it appeared to nme that it will stop sone deputies
(i naudi bl e) and the (inaudible). So I guess the conclusion was
April Tardy concluded (inaudible).

COWMWM SSI ONER BONNER:  So, | nean, the -- the investigation
(i naudi bl e) that there was no deputies there that -- who was
associated with the Executioners? |I'mjust trying to
(i naudible). There were people wth an Executioners tattoo
all owed to, essentially, transfer within the Sheriff's
Departnent. |'mtrying to reconcile that investigation showed
not hi ng, but yet, apparently after the investigation, there
were a bunch of people that were transferred.

First of all, let nme ask you first: How many peopl e
transferred out of the Conpton station (inaudible) Executioners

tattoo?
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MR MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

COWM SSI ONER BONNER:  To t he best of your know edge.

MR. MURAKAM : Yeah. (Inaudible). W never actually
(inaudible) a tattoo (inaudible). W just believed that they
di d have tattoos because they were never there (inaudible).

COWMWM SSI ONER BONNER: | didn't say they were.

But ny question is (inaudible) approxinmately how nany
deputies (inaudible) out of the Conpton station because they
m ght have had a Executioners tattoo?
MR. MJURAKAM : | believe maybe a dozen or so.
(I naudi bl e).
COWM SSI ONER BONNER: (I naudi ble) I'"m not going to ask you
guestions (inaudible).
Go ahead.
MR. PACHECO  Thank you.
Do you know Li eut enant \Wal di e?
MR. MURAKAM : What do you nean? | know who he is, yes.

MR. PACHECO And you know that he was assigned to

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO You know that he testified before this
conmi ssi on?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And do you know that he testified that he

was a d adi ator in Conpton?
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MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And do you know that he testified that
Executioners existed in Conpton?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know whether this investigation
interviewed himto tal k about the existence of Executioner
menbers i n Conpton?

MR MJURAKAM : That, | (indiscernible).

MR. PACHECO | want to turn to Exhibit 5 in your book.
This | will represent to you is a photograph of a leg tattoo on
a sheriff deputy of the Executioners |ogo. Have you ever seen
t hat subgroup | ogo before?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, | have.

MR. PACHECO And is that an Executioner | ogo?

MR. MURAKAM : According to the newspapers. | haven't
seen it on an actual person.

MR PACHECO  Ckay.

So the only way you know that this is an Executioners
| ogo i s because you read it in the newspaper?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know what deputy's leg that is, by
any chance?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Wuld it surprise you if it was

Deputy Al dana?
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MR, MJURAKAM : It could be him (lnaudible). Yeah. It
coul d have been him

MR. PACHECO And is that a fairly nenacing tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : | guess | would say it is.

MR. PACHECO Has fire and a skeletal figure; is that
right? 1s that what that is?

O what is that? Can you tell? It's fire --

right? -- there's flames. |Is that a helnet that that
(i naudi bl e) or whatever (inaudible)?

MR. MJURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO  But you never seen that before in all of
your time in the Departnent?

MR. MJURAKAM : |'ve seen it through the pictures on
(i naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO | see.

Do you know Jai ne Juarez?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO. You don't know if whether or not he was a
deputy then?

MR MJRAKAM : | know the nane, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know that he also testified in
l[itigation that he was an Executi oner?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe so, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know that he had on his truck --

we' ve seen other evidence in front of this conm ssion of that
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figure on a flag, that Executioner, on his truck?

MR MJURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did anyone in the investigation at Conpton
i ntervi ew Jai ne Juarez?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you know whet her or not Jai ne Juarez was
a scheduling deputy in Conpton during this investigation or the
time of the report?

MR MJRAKAM : It's hard to know. There was, at sone
point in time, he was a scheduling deputy, yes.

MR. PACHECO And as a scheduler, he had the ability to
assign shift work for certain deputies; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes and no.

MR. PACHECO Wy yes and no? | nean, he was the
schedul i ng deputy; right?

MR. MJURAKAM : But there's a chain of conmmand (i naudible).

MR. PACHECO So he has an inportant voice though in what
shift work certain deputies get; correct?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe so, sir.

MR PACHECO. And if he was, as he's testified, a nmenber
of the Executioners, he could favor that subgroup over
non- subgroup nenbers in connection with their shift work;
correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : In theory, yes.

MR. PACHECO | want to go back to Exhibit 11. Actually,
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not back. Let's go to Exhibit 11

This is testinony in a case by -- it says, "case of
Wal di e versus County of Los Angeles,"” but it is testinony that
I want to read to you by one of the Departnent's deputi es.

Question: "Is there a voting process for determ ning
who gets to put that tattoo on their body?

Jai me Juarez' response: "I wouldn't consider it a
voti ng process, no.

“"What is the deliberative process for who gets that
tattoo?

"So the deputies that work patrol, these are the
deputies that are assigned to patrol, they would
roundtable. Let's say, if they see a deputy that's
working the field that, you know, is out there doing --
creating arrests, out there serving the public with honor
and respect, conducting ethical, proactive police work,
that's a | eader at the station who nentors younger
deputies and treats them both, you know, the public and
ot her departnent nenbers with respect. Those are the
deputies that they would consider to be -- to offer them
that tattoo."

So is that how you cane about your Cavenan tattoo?

Was that the sanme deliberative roundtable process that you --
do you know?

MR MJURAKAM : | don't know, sir
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MR. PACHECO Does it surprise you that Jai ne Juarez, when
he testified that way about the Executioner tattoo that he
recei ved?

MR. MURAKAM : | have no know edge (i naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO But sone of this testinony overlaps with
some of your own; it's hardworking, good deputies that that's
how they're sel ected or cone to a conclusion on (inaudible) how
they get a tattoo.

MR. MURAKAM : You keep using the term "deputy gang,"
(inaudible) term | won't respond to it.

MR. PACHECO So are you just refusing to answer the
guestion?

MR. MURAKAM : |If you keep referring to deputy gangs.

MR. PACHECO (lnaudible). Let's make it even.

How about consistent with Penal Code 13670, were
there any -- what was the deliberative process, as far as you
know, for selecting for people who get a tattoo? Did it
i nvolve this roundtable process that is referenced here in this
t esti nony?

MR. MURAKAM : Not to ny know edge, sir.

MR. PACHECO To get a tattoo, was there a voting process
bef ore sonebody could get a tattoo?

MR MJURAKAM : That, | wouldn't know, sir

MR. PACHECO  What woul d happen if soneone got a tattoo

and it hadn't been voted upon?
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MR MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Did you know of any deputies who had
unaut hori zed tattoos?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO The testinony continues:

"Who is "they'? Wo are the 'they' that consider
whet her or not that deputy will get the tattoo?
Answer: "The deputies that have the tattoo that
still work Conpton patrol.
"I's that voting done in person or via phone?
"(lnaudi ble) that 1'maware of were in person.”
So that tal ks about a fairly deliberative process.
You don't renenber any of that when you got your tatt oo;
correct?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible), sir.

MR. PACHECO Was getting a tattoo a big deal to you at
the tine?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO It's a nenorable event; correct?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR PACHECO | want to focus back on the exhibit that we
had up before, Exhibit 12, please. |f we can go back to the
entry on 11/27/2018 at 1300 hours.

| believe in connection with that entry you said that

you did not speak with Captain -- or Chief Burson; is that
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correct?

MR. MURAKAM : Correct.

MR PACHECO. Did you ever speak with Chief Burson about
his elevation to chief from captain?

MR. MJRAKAM: On his pronotion, yes.

MR. PACHECO And did you reconmend to the former sheriff
t hat Chief Burson be el evated?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And did you talk to fornmer
Sheriff Villanueva about that pronotion in person?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe so.

MR. PACHECO Other than the two of you, was anyone el se
present ?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't recall.

MR. PACHECO Do you renenber what was said?

MR, MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And Chief Burson testified before this body
that he was pronoted one day before he received the order to
not investigate gangs in the Kennedy Hall investigation. Do
you know that that (inaudible) testinony?

MR MJRAKAM : | am aware of that, sir.

MR. PACHECO Wuld it surprise you that that was his
testinony that he was pronoted one day before he received the
order to not investigate gangs, |aw enforcenment (inaudible)?

MR. MJRAKAM : Yes, it would, sir.
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MR. PACHECO Do you understand how t he community m ght be
suspi ci ous of the planning of Chief Burson's el evation and
direction to not investigate sheriff deputy gang groups?

MR. MURAKAM : Possibly, yes.

MR. PACHECO | want to take us back to East Los Angel es.
Are you famliar with the gang by the name of the Little Red
Devi | s?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO \Were they a exclusionary "subclique"?

MR MJRAKAM : Hard to know, sir.

MR. PACHECO And did they precede the Cavenen, or did
they cone after?

MR. MURAKAM : They preceded, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And do you know who woul d' ve seated the
Little Red Devils?

MR. MURAKAM : |'mnot sure. Maybe (inaudible).

MR PACHECO. So it's the Little Red Devils, the Cavenen,
and then the Banditos in ternms of order in East Los Angeles; is
that right?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO And were any sheriff's deputies nenbers of
both the Little Red Devils, the Banditos, and the Caveman all
at the sane tine?

MR. MJURAKAM : | don't believe it's possible.

MR, PACHECO And is it that it's not possible because the
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different gangs timed out after a certain period of time?
Li ke, those Little Red Devils would go for a certain period of
time, and then other (inaudible) would conme along; is that how
t hat wor ked?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible) transition to different groups.

MR. PACHECO | see.

Do you know how big the Little Red Devils were?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And do you know the name of any one Little
Red Devil nenber?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO. Do you know the nanme of any one Bandito

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  You never got a tattoo with the Little Red
Devils or the Banditos?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Were you ever a nenber of the subgroup
Little Red Devils or the Banditos?

MR. MURAKAM : Was | ever a nenber of that group?

MR PACHECO  Yes.

So just so we're clear. You weren't a nenber of the

Little Red Devils or the Banditos?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO How big were the Little Red Devils in terns
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of menber shi p?

MR. MURAKAM : That, | couldn't specul ate.

MR PACHECO. How big were the Banditos in ternms of
menber shi p?

MR. MURAKAM : That, | don't know.

MR. PACHECO Wuld it surprise you if it was approachi ng
60 nmenbers?

MR MJRAKAM: [|'mnot quite sure.

MR. PACHECO Are any nenbers of the Little Red Devils

still in the Departnent, generally?
MR MJURAKAM : | don't believe so.
MR. PACHECO. Are any menbers of the Banditos still in the

Depart ment ?

MR. MURAKAM : | don't believe so.

MR. PACHECO  \Who are they?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO  You don't know, or you won't say?
MR MJRAKAM : | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO Are there any nenbers of the Caveman
subgroup that are still in the Departnent?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so.

MR PACHECO. Did forner Sheriff Villanueva know whet her
or not you were a nenber of the subgroup the Cavenen when he
el evated you to assistant chief?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.
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MR PACHECO. Did you ever talk with himabout it?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And when M. Villanueva el evated you to
undersheriff, do you know whet her he knew whet her you had been
a nenber of the subgroup the Cavenen?

MR MJURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO And you don't recall him asking about your
menbership in the Cavenen?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Before you pronoted any deputy or suspended
any deputy, did you ask them whether they were a nmenber of any
excl usi onary subgroup or clique?

MR. MURAKAM : That wouldn't be ny role, sir.

PACHECO.  Ckay.
MURAKAM :  That woul dn't be ny role.

PACHECO So the answer is no?

2 ® 3 3

MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO  But you never asked a deputy sheriff whether
they were a nmenber of an exclusionary subgroup or clique?

MR. MJURAKAM : That is not ny role, sir.

MR. PACHECO So the answer is no?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO Let's shift our attention to the tine that
you were City of Industry.

How | ong were you in I ndustry?
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MJURAKAM : | believe (inaudible) in different ranks.
PACHECO  Huh?

MJURAKAM :  Maybe 20 years through different ranks.

2 ® 3 3

PACHECO.  Twenty years.
What was your highest rank in the Cty of Industry?

MR. MURAKAM : Station captain.

MR. PACHECO Station captain, the equivalent of a, |ike,
a wat ch commander (i naudi ble)?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi ble) station.

MR. PACHECO | see.

So what is the role of the station commander?

MR. MJURAKAM : Essentially, you' re supposed to be |like the
chief of police for (inaudible) areas and contract cities.

MR, PACHECO So your title was station captain of
I ndustry? That was your highest rank?

MR. MJRAKAM : At the station?

MR. PACHECO  Yes.
MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).
MR, PACHECO  Ckay.
Who did you report to?
MR. MJRAKAM : It would be -- they changed over

(i naudi bl e) Chief Terracaro (phonetic), Commander Tescroggin
(phonetic), and (inaudible).
MR. PACHECO At the tinme you were at City of Industry,

did you ever investigate the existence of exclusionary
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subgroups or cliques at the Industry station?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO In your nmany years in the Cty of Industry
and at that station, did you ever hear of a subgroup by the
nanme of the Industry Indians?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO As you sit here now, do you know who is a
menber of the Industry Indians?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Can you give us a single nanme of any nenber
of the Industry Indians?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO And is that because you refuse, or you don't
know t he nane of any nenber of the Industry |ndians?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't know their nanes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Were you a nenber of the Industry |ndians?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you interact, as far as you know, with
any nenber of the Industry Indians?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

PACHECO Did the Industry Indians have a tattoo?
MJURAKAM : | believe so.
PACHECO Did you ever see the tattoo?

MURAKAM :  (No audi bl e response.)

2 ®» 3 3 3

PACHECO Do you know what the tattoo was?
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MR. MJURAKAM : As far as | know (i naudible).

MR. PACHECO Had you seen a deputy bearing that tattoo on
hi s hands, face, neck, or navel, what would you have done?

MR. MURAKAM : Nothing, sir.

MR. PACHECO  You know how |l ong the Industry | ndians
exi sted at the Industry station?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO. Do you know whether the Industry Indians
still exist at the Industry station?

MR MJRAKAM : As far as | know, yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  That they continue to exist at the Industry
station.

MR MJRAKAM : As far as | know, sir.

MR. PACHECO How many nenbers are there in this subgroup,
the I ndustry Indians?

MR MJURAKAM : | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO Recently there was sonme press about the
I ndustry Indians. Have you seen that press?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Are you aware that there was a confrontation
bet ween sone individuals, deputies who've had tattoos of
I ndustry I ndians and nenbers of the community? Are you aware
of that?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And you're aware that there was a viol ent
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incident in February of 2022 with off-duty deputies from
I ndustry?
MR MJRAKAM : Are you referring to the second incident?
MR. PACHECO  Yes.
MR. MURAKAM : Yes, sir.
MR. PACHECO And those off-duty deputies were involved in
an altercation at the Montclair Bowing Alley; is that right?
MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.
MR. PACHECO  And were you aware of the incident in 2022?
MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.
MR. PACHECO  When did you first becone aware of the
i nci dent ?
MR. MURAKAM : |In the newspaper, sir.
MR. PACHECO No one in the Departnent told you about this
incident until you read it in the newspaper?
MR, MURAKAM : No, sir.
MR. PACHECG (I naudi bl e)?
MR. MURAKAM : What happens at the (inaudible).
MR. PACHECO  Who woul d been tasked to investigate that
I ndustry Indians altercation?
MR. MJRAKAM : More than likely, it'd either be
(i naudible) or Internal Affairs if anyone was told to
i nvestigate it.
MR. PACHECO Are you aware that one of the deputies

fl ashed a handgun at teenagers?
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MR MJURAKAM : In the newspaper, sir

MR. PACHECO Are you aware in the newspaper that the
group of deputies had been drinking?

MR. MURAKAM : According to the news nedia, yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Wen you read that article, did you decide
to learn nore about the event?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO So the first that you | earned about it is
once you were retired?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And did you read in the newspaper that the
all egation is that a deputy punched a teenager in the face?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And you're aware in the press that the
deputy and sergeant had tattoos linked to that Industry Indians
subgr oup?

MR. MURAKAM : According to the nedia, sir?

MR. PACHECO  Correct.

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And you don't know those particul ar
deputi es?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e) online.

MR. PACHECO. Do you know whet her or not those deputies,
in fact, had Industry Indians tattoos?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.
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MR. PACHECO  Were those deputies hardworking deputies?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe so.

MR. PACHECO Are you aware of testinony by
Chief of Staff Larry Del Mese before this comm ssion where he
testified that he had been a nenber of the Gim Reapers, and he
renoved his tattoo from his ankl e?

MR. MJURAKAM : | believe so, sir, yes.

MR. PACHECO. Do you know any single person who is a Gim
Reaper ?

MR. MURAKAM : According to what you're saying, Larry Del
Mese, soO yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO OQther than Chief of Staff Larry Del Mese, do
you know the nanme of any other single Gim Reaper now?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Let's go to Exhibit 6.

Have you ever heard of a subgroup by the nanme of the

Junp Qut Boys?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR PACHECO. Do you know is that an exclusionary
subgr oup?

MR. MJRAKAM : As far as | know, sir, yes.

MR. PACHECO And is Exhibit 6, in front of you and al so
on the screen, the logo for the Junp Qut Boys?

MR MURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO You know where they were | ocated?
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MR, MJURAKAM :

Fromwhat | was told, they were nenbers of

t he Gang Enforcenent Team

MR.

VR.

MR

MR.

MR.

PACHECO

MURAKAM :

PACHECO

MJURAKAM :

PACHECQO,

I n what station?

| believe it's countyw de.
Count yw de?
sir.

Yes,

And do you find that |ogo particularly

nmenacing with a skeleton pointing a gun?

MR.

MR.

MJURAKAM :

PACHECO

cards are?

MR.

MR.

MJURAKAM :

PACHECO,

man' s hand?

MR.

MR.
f undanent al
VMR, MJRAKAM :

MR PACHECO  Want to turn your

2 » 3 3

MJURAKAM :

PACHECO

MJURAKAM :

PACHECQO,

MJURAKAM :

PACHECO,

happened in 2015,

Deputy Travis Jonsen.

pol i ci es of professional

Yes, sir.

Do you know what the significance of the two

No, sir.

"' mnot a poker player, but is that the dead

That, | don't know, sir
What does OSS stand for?
Operation Safe Streets.
Qperation Safe Streets?

Yes, sir.

Wul d that be a | ogo consistent with the
pol i ci ng?

sir.

The | ogo, no,

attention to an event that

the off-duty shooting of a

Did you have any invol venent with that
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at all?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR PACHECO. Did you investigate or oversee the
i nvestigation with regards to those events at all?

MR. MJURAKAM : \Where did it occur?

MR. PACHECO Kern County.

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO. Have you | earned about this or heard about
this in the nedia about the off-duty shooting in 2015, Deputy
Travis Jonsen at all, in the nmedia or otherwise? D d you hear
about that?

MR, MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR PACHECO You didn't hear about it?

MR, MJURAKAM : |'mnot sure.

MR. PACHECO  Ckay.

Before | put up the next exhibit, if anybody's
particularly squeam sh, turn away. | guess you woul d consi der
this a trigger warning.

If you can look at this Exhibit 7, please. W'IlIl get
it up on the screen.

Have you ever seen this particul ar photo before?
MJRAKAM :  No, sir.
PACHECO Do you know what this photo is?

MURAKAM : | believe it's a (inaudible).

2 ®» 3 3

PACHECO (Il naudible). This was in the newspaper, as
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far as you renenber?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And this is Deputy Jonsen's ankle, and | ooks
i ke a gunshot wound to his tattoo; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : | believe so, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know weat her this was investigated by
the Departnent, either 1AB or |ClB?

MR MJRAKAM: | don't know. It should ve been, yes, sir

MR. PACHECO  And do you know whether or not the tattoo
was shot because it was an unauthorized tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : That, | couldn't say, sir.

MR PACHECO W can take that down off the screen

Was there a exclusionary subgroup in the county's
jail systemcalled the 2000 Boys?

MR. MURAKAM : According to news reports, yes.

MR. PACHECO As far as you know, you don't have any ot her
i nformati on other than what you read in the newspaper about the
2000 Boys?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  How about the 3000 Boys? Wre they a
subgroup in the county's jail system and do you know anyt hi ng
about them other than what you read in the newspapers?

MR. MJRAKAM : No, sir. Just read it in the newspapers.

MR. PACHECO Once you read about themin the newspapers,

did that trigger any inquiry in your mnd to investigate the
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2000 or 3000 Boys?

MR. MJURAKAM : Can you say that again, sir?

MR PACHECO  Sure. Fair enough.

Did you ever investigate the 2000 Boys, whether they
actual ly existed?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you ever investigate whether the 3000
Boys actual |y existed?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir. (lnaudible) |I believe (inaudible)
adm nistration. So it happened before we cane into office.

MR. PACHECO  Ckay.

But did you ever investigate the jails to determ ne
whet her they had any active exclusionary subgroups or cliques?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you and Sheriff Villanueva ever meke a
consci ous decision not to informthe public about the existence
of cliques or exclusionary subgroups in the Departnent?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO At any time during your tenure as the
undersheriff, did you initiate an investigation into the
exi stence of subgroups or cliques in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : (Inaudible) in the IAinterviews at Conpton
station.

MR. PACHECO  The Internal Affairs of the Conpton station

was the closest. But that, | believe you testified before,
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wasn't connected (inaudible) to the existence of subgroups in
Conmpton; am | wong about that?

MR MJRAKAM : It was in terns of finding out the
exi stence of the group and then (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO | see.

But other than that, there was no other investigation
that you initiated into the existence of subgroups or cliques
in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible), sir.

MR. PACHECO  And anytinme during your tenure as the
undersheriff, you never investigated to find out the nunber of
peopl e invol ved i n exclusionary subgroups or cliques?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Wen | say "you," | nean the Departnent. 1Is
that clear?

MR. MJRAKAM : That's clear, sir

MR. PACHECO And at any tinme in your tenure as the
undersheriff, you never investigated the inpacts on the
communi ty that exclusionary subgroups or cliques have on the
Depart nent ?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so, sir

MR. PACHECO At any tinme during your tenure as the
undersheriff, did you facilitate the Ofice of I|nspector
CGeneral's investigation into the existence or nenbership of

subgroups, cliques?
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MR. MJURAKAM : W provided information to them but |I'm
not sure what you nmean by "facilitate.”

MR. PACHECO Well, at any tinme during your tenure in the
Departnent, did you obstruct or hinder the inspector general's
i nvestigation into exclusionary subgroups or cliques?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Can you -- do you need a break?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: M. Pacheco, would this be a good tine to
take a quick -- short break?

MR PACHECO Let's take a break.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Ckay.

So why don't we take a 15-m nute break.
(A 15-m nute recess was taken.)
CHAI R KENNEDY: Can we get started?
| guess M. Bonner had to |eave, but | think the rest
of us are here.
(I naudi bl e) .

MR. PACHECO  Thank you.

Sir, do you understand that you're still under oath?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO |I'mgoing to ask you turn to
Exhi bit Nunber 8, and that's up on the screen, in part. And I
will represent to you -- but | want you to look at it -- that

it is aletter fromthe Ofice of Inspector General to the
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former sheriff, dated January 19, 2022, requesting detailed
i nformati on about, in their |anguage, deputy gangs. Do you see
that letter?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you renenber receiving that letter?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you acknow edge that that letter is
seeking information about deputy gangs?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO Do you acknow edge that that letter is
seeki ng i nformati on about deputy gangs?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And we're going to turn to Exhibit Nunmber 9.

You can turn to that in the binder, and then it'l|

be, in part, on the screen. It's a letter fromyou, dated
February 10, 2022, to Max Huntsman, the inspector general. Do
you see that letter?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO. And do you see that it's in response to the
January 19, 2022 letter?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And do you see that it's a letter affixing
on page 2, your signature: Tinothy K Mirakam ?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And it's signed in your role as
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undersheriff.

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And in that -- does that hel p you renenber
t he January 19 request?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Do you renenber this letter? The February
10, 2022 letter

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you renenber refusing to provide
information to the O fice of Inspector General with regard to
deputy gangs?

MR MJIRAKAM : | believe -- well, | think all the
information that he requested had al ready been provided.

MR. PACHECO So the way you read your February 10 letter
was that you had already provided the information so you
weren't going to provide it again?

MR. MJURAKAM : | believe so, but | couldn't tell you
(i naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO And then I'mgoing to ask you to turn to
Exhi bit Nunber 10 in your binder. W'Il put that on our own
screen. And | will represent to you that Exhibit 10 is a
letter dated March 21st, 2022, fromthe O fice of |nspector
CGeneral. It is signed by the inspector general, Max Huntsnan,
requesting the sane information being requested in January of

that year, to which the Departnent responded in your letter
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t hat they woul d not provide.

And it al so addresses on page 4 that they have not

received the information that you -- that the Departnent said
it had already produced. 1In fact, in the second |ine on page 4
of the second paragraph, it says -- Well, the first line:

"Undersheriff Mirakam's letter contends that the O G
is requesting records it already possesses or has vi ewed.
This is inaccurate because O G is requesting many records
that it does not have. Mreover, the Sheriff's Departnent
is required to produce all records related to OG s
Section 13670 investigation, including references provided
previously so O G can ensure that production is conplete
and that there is a clear trail of docunents and
i nformati on produced to the Departnent pertaining to this
i nvestigation."
So, sir, do you contend that the Departnent provided
the materials despite the OG s March 21 correspondence?
MR MJRAKAM : | believe we did. Yes, sir
MR PACHECO. So in response to this March 21st letter
the Departnent did not provide any additional materials to the
OG is that correct?
MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so, sir
MR. PACHECO Was this a instance where the Departnment
refused to provide materials to the OGin its investigation of

deputy gangs?
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MR. MJURAKAM : Well, | believe that he was provided
information. I'mnot sure it goes to the extent that he is
requesting. But | know that | believe it was (inaudible).
think we had to get it back and try and (inaudible) and O G
(I'naudible) they said they didn't receive sone, if we could
verify what's been sent.

MR. PACHECO So do you believe M. Huntsman's st at enent
that this is inaccurate because O Gis requesting nany
docunments it does not have -- is inaccurate? Do you think his
statenent's inaccurate in that letter?

MR. MURAKAM : | don't believe so. (Ilnaudible).

MR PACHECO. Did you wite back to himin response to
M. Huntsman's March 21, 2022 letter?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, | don’t recall, sir

MR. PACHECO Did you ever provide additional documents
(i naudi bl e) the Departnment to the O G in connection with its
i nvestigation of deputy gangs?

MR. MJURAKAM : That, |I'mnot sure exactly what we sent
them They said (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO Did you oversee the production of any
docunents in connection with this body's investigation of
deputy gangs?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Are you respectful of the Cvilian Oversight

over | aw enforcenent?
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MR, MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Do you believe civilians have a value in
responsibility to oversee | aw enforcenent?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And do you believe that they should have
access to inportant docunments and materials so that they can
exercise that function responsibly?

MR. MJURAKAM : It depends upon the (inaudible) what they
can or cannot see.

MR. PACHECO A (inaudible) personnel records or things
permtted by law, isn't there (inaudible) that the Departnent
can provide that will shed sone light on this issue of deputy
gangs?

MR. MJURAKAM : | think so.

MR. PACHECO  And yet, the Departnment didn't provide that
information to this file?

MR MURAKAM : That, |I'mnot sure, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And the Departnent did not bend over

backwards to provide information to the Ofice of |Inspector

General. In fact, in response to their witten inquiries, did
not provide additional material; is that true?
MR MJURAKAM : That, |'mnot sure, sir.

MR. PACHECO. And do you acknow edge that Penal Code 13670
requires the Departnent to provide records as requested by the

O fice of Inspector General, don't you?
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MR. MJURAKAM : |'mnot sure what the statute requires.
MR PACHECO Let's take a look at it. It is Exhibit 3.
And let's go to the bottom-- focus on the bottom
|"mbetter reading it fromthis copy. It says, in
part, sir, toward the end of that statute, Penal Code 13670:

"A |l aw enforcenment agency shall cooperate in any
i nvestigation into these gangs" -- their word, not
mne -- "by an inspector general"” -- like Huntsman -- "the
attorney general, or any other authorized agency."

Do you see that |anguage?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO So at the -- when this |aw was passed, this
is alaw that the Departnment focused on; right? This was a
relatively recent |aw and caused sone review by the Departnent.

MR, MJRAKAM : | think that the problemthat we run into
may be a difference of opinion within the highlighted area, the
definition of what a deputy gang is.

MR. PACHECO \Well, let's -- I'mglad you nentioned that.
Let's go up to the first part.

And so, "Law enforcenent gang is defined as a group
of peace officers within a | aw enforcenment agency who may
identify thensel ves by nane and nmay be associated with an
i dentifying synbol, including but not limted to, matching
tattoos, and who engage in a pattern of on-duty behavior

that intentionally violates the | aw or fundanental
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princi pl es of professional policing."
Do you see that |anguage?
MJURAKAM :  Yes, sir

PACHECO  That's pretty broad | anguage; right?

2 3 3

MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO So this would apply to any instances, you
woul d agree, that -- where there's a negative inpact on the
fundanental principles of professional policing; correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : That's a matter of interpretation, sir

MR. PACHECO  Where? Let's look at that |anguage. It's
pretty clear -- isn't it? -- that it applies to any gang who
engage in a pattern of on-duty behavior that intentionally
violates the | aw or fundanental principles of professional
policing. You see that |anguage.

MR. MJURAKAM : It goes further, sir.

MR, PACHECO  Ch.

"I'ncluding but not limted to excluding, harassing,
or discrimnating against any individual based on
protected category under federal or state
antidi scrimnation | aws, engaging in or pronoting conduct
that violates the rights of other enployees or nenbers of
the public, violating agency policy, the persistent
practice on unlawful detention or use of excessive force
in circunstances where it is knowmn to be unjustified."

And it keeps going. That's pretty broad; is that
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not ?

MR. MURAKAM : That doesn't go toward what they nmean by
pr of essi onal policing (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO So your view with this is a narrow statute?

MR. MURAKAM : Say again

MR. PACHECO It's in your viewthat this is a narrow
statute, that it doesn't apply to deputy gangs? |'mjust
trying to understand your view.

MR. MURAKAM : Based upon how you define deputy gangs,
you're using a broad definition which doesn't apply.

MR. PACHECO But isn't |aw enforcenent gangs a broad
definition under Penal Code --

MR MJURAKAM : No.
PACHECO. -- 136707

MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

2 3 3

PACHECO. | see.
Is that why you didn't investigate subgroups and
cliques because this | anguage, you think, is not precise?

MR. MJRAKAM : As far as a investigation, (inaudible) sone
type of crimnal operation or violation of policy in order to
| ook into (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO But it doesn't require a violation of
policy. Yes, it does require, in sone instances, if there's a
violation of law, it applies. But it also applies if there is

a violation of fundanental principles of professional policing;
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right?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes. But it's defined in the follow ng
sentence what they nean by that.

MR. PACHECO Right. 1In a very broad way; right?

MR. MJURAKAM : It's (inaudible) of what they're talking
about in terns of professional policing (inaudible).

MR, PACHECO | think we'll part conpany, but we'll | eave
it to the |anguage that this statute is being very broad.

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO Sorry. Wiat's that?

MR. MURAKAM : We can agree to disagree.

MR. PACHECO | think we're disagreeing. This seens to be
a very broad statute, but you're saying that you read it very
limted way. And because you read it inalimted way, did you
then refuse to produce docunents to the OG is that --

MR. MURAKAM : We gave them docunents (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO Did you ever go to county counsel to get

sonme gui dance on the legal interpretation of this particular

statute?
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'m going to object. (Ilnaudible).
MR. PACHECO |'mnot going to ask what the county counsel

told you. But did you go to themto ask for their
interpretation of California Penal Code 136707
MR. MJURAKAM : | believe so. The constitution of policing

person and (i naudi bl e).
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MR. PACHECO Did you go to the constitutional policing
person?

MR MURAKAM : | believe so.

MR. PACHECO  And who's that person?

MR. MJURAKAM : That'd be (Inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  Wen did you go to that person?

(I naudi bl e).

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO Did you go to county counsel to discuss
California Penal Code 136707

MR MJRAKAM : | believe so, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Who, at county counsel's office, did you
speak with about Section 136707

MR, MJURAKAM : | couldn't say for sure. [|I'massumng it
woul d' ve been (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO  Cone agai n.

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR, PACHECO Anybody el se at the County Counsel's Ofice
t hat you spoke to about 136707

MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so.

MR. PACHECO Did you have any enmmils, texts, Post-it
notes, or other comunications with county counsel about the
application of California Penal Code Section 136707

MR MJRAKAM : | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you have any text, emmils, witten
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communi cation with the Ofice of the Inspector General, other
than the letters we've seen, about the breadth of California

Penal Code Section 136707

MR MJRAKAM : | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO And you're not a |awer?
MR. MURAKAM : Excuse ne?

MR. PACHECO You're not a | awer?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO During your tinme at the Departnent, did
Sheriff Villanueva ever direct you not to investigate the
exi stence, scope, nenbership, or actions of subcliques or
subgroups in the Departnent?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO And by the way, since that |anguage is up on
| aw enf orcement. ..

You see the | anguage that -- where it says that a | aw
enforcenent gang -- it says "who may identify thensel ves by
name and nmay be associated with an identifying synbol,
including but" -- this |anguage -- "but not limted to..."

So when it says "but not |[imted to," that's a
br oader expression of that |anguage, rather than a narrower
expression of the |anguage. Wuld you agree?

MR MJRAKAM: [|I'mnot quite sure, sir
MR. PACHECO During your tinme at the Department, did

former Sheriff Villanueva ever direct you to not investigate
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the inpacts of sheriff deputy gangs, subgroups, cliques, or |aw

enf orcenent gangs on the community?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Certain sheriff personnel have spoken to the

press, such as The New Yorker, Knock LA, The LA Tines, and to
this body how they' ve been targeted by exclusionary subgroups
or cliques in the Departnent. Are you aware of any of those
types of allegations?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And what did you do in response to any
all egations of retaliation on deputies by any subgroups or
cliques?

MR. MURAKAM : | believe that each (inaudible) was
investigated by Internal Affairs.

MR. PACHECO Did you direct any of those investigations?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO  \What were the findings of any of those
i nvesti gati ons?

MR. MJURAKAM : | believe they cane out with no evidence
stating that (inaudible). And | believe all those allegations
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO  Was any deputy or any personnel in the
Sheriff's Departnment harassed as a result of their cooperation
with this body?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.
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MR. PACHECO And do you know of any deputies or staff in
t he Departnment who were harassed as a result of their
cooperation in any inquiries about subgroups or cliques?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Do you know whet her or not fornmer
Sheriff Villanueva ever attenpted to beconme a nenber of a
subgroup or a clique?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO No know edge?

MR. MURAKAM : No know edge.

MR. PACHECO Do you think it's inconsistent with the
fundanental principles of professional policing to have groups
and the Departnent that exclude wonen, black people, and gay
peopl e?

MR. MJURAKAM : | never heard of anybody bei ng excl uded.

It would be wong, if that's true.

MR. PACHECO And it would be wong such that it would
violate the fundanental principles of professional policing;
correct?

MR, MJURAKAM :  Yes.

MR. PACHECO. And you think that it enhances conmunity
police relations for the Departnent to have groups that exclude
wonen, bl ack people, or gay people?

MR. MURAKAM : You're nmaking it sound (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO Do you think it's illegal for cliques
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operating in the Sheriff's Departnment to exclude wonmen? |f you
know. Again, you're not a |lawer. But do you know if it's
illegal for cliques operating in the Sheriff's Departnent to

excl ude wonen?

MR MJURAKAM: | don't think it'd be illegal, but
(inaudible). I'mnot sure why, but | don't think it's against
the law. It's a private (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO Well, do you think it's illegal for cliques
operating in the Departnent to exclude bl ack peopl e?

MR MJRAKAM : |'mnot sure if the word "illegal"™ would
apply.

MR. PACHECO  Sane question. Do you think it's illega
for cliques operating in the Sheriff's Departnent to exclude
any menber of the LGBTQ community?

MR. MJURAKAM : No, sir. That'd be illegal, sir

MR. PACHECO Do you think it's consistent with the
fundanental principles of professional policy to investigate
conpl ai nts about the existence of subgroups that exclude bl ack
peopl e, wonen, or gay people?

MR. MJURAKAM : Say again -- can you ask that agai n?

MR. PACHECO O course.

Do you think that it's inconsistent with the
fundanental principles of professional policing to investigate
conpl ai nts about the existence of subgroups that exclude bl ack

peopl e, wonen, and gay peopl e?
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MR, MJRAKAM : | believe that if a conplaint of that
nature was received, they should investigate.

MR PACHECO. Wbuld you view this comm ssion's actions as
that kind of a conplaint?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO (Il naudible) desire to investigate?

MR MJURAKAM : You're naking it -- there's no official
al | egation of exclusion of any group (inaudible). April Tardy
testified about the exclusion of blacks (inaudible) station
tattoo. So that in itself is (inaudible).

MR PACHECO Let's talk about that then. You said that
April Tardy has a station tattoo; correct?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO. Wiat's the tattoo of?

MR MJRAKAM : It's a Tenple -- it's a Tenple V
(i naudi bl e) station tattoo.

MR. PACHECO |Is Tenple V a exclusionary subgroup?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO Do you know why she got that tattoo?

MR. MJURAKAM : She stated that sane thing that the
(i naudi ble) said; it was station pride and being considered a
deputy.

MR. PACHECO Did you ever talk to April Tardy about the
tattoo?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

HUNTI NGTON COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRI PTI ON, | NC.
800- 586- 2988




89
TRANSCRI PT OF PRCCEEDI NGS, March 7, 2024

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. PACHECO Did you ever hear from her why she got the
tattoo or didn't you get the tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Did you ever see her tattoo?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO Was the subgroup in Tenple a violent
subgr oup?

MR MJURAKAM : Not that | know, sir, no.

MR. PACHECO Do you know any nenbers of the subgroup in
Tenpl e station?

MR. MURAKAM : | just stated one, but other than that, I'm
not sure, sir.

MR. PACHECO  So ot her than what you're sayi ng about
April Tardy, do you know any other nenber of the Tenple
subgr oup?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir

MR. PACHECO And you' ve never looked into it further to
i nvestigate nmenbers of the Tenpl e subgroup?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Wul d you agree that subgroups --
excl usi onary subgroups undernine the chain of command and
di scipline in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : They shoul d not inpact chain of comrand or
di sci pline.

MR. PACHECO Have you ever heard of subgroups engaging in
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wor k sl owdowns in stations if they don't get what they want?

MR. MJURAKAM : Well, if you're referring to East LA and
Conmpton by April Tardy, these are facts, and it was proven that
it wasn't (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  And who investigated that? You said Apri
Tar dy?

MR. MURAKAM : April Tardy.

And she did direct that at both East LA and Conpton
because there were all egations of work slowdown, and | had her
ook intoit. And both of them showed there was no work
sl owdown.

MR. PACHECO Was that in a witten report?
MR MJRAKAM : | believe so.
MR. PACHECO And what group was involved with
April Tardy investigating work sl owdown?
MR. MURAKAM : It would be her chain of conmand, the
| i eut enant commander or captain giving direction as to
(i naudi bl e).
MR. PACHECO Did Internal Affairs or any other group | ook
into work sl owdown issues?
MR MJURAKAM :  No.
MR. PACHECO Did you ever initiate an investigation into
subgroups and their use of excessive force against citizens?
MR MJIRAKAM: Did | ever initiate it, sir? No, sir.

MR. PACHECO Do you know whet her anybody in the
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Departnent initiated an investigation about subgroups and their
use of excessive force against citizens?

MR. MJRAKAM : There is -- besides making sure (inaudible)
i nvestigation (inaudible) excessive force, but (inaudible)
subgroup, I'mnot sure (inaudible). But | did have R sk
Managenent Bureau | ook into the correl ati on between officer-
i nvol ved shootings and the all eged nenbers who were in
subgroups, and they found no correl ation.

MR. PACHECO  They found a correl ation?

MR MJURAKAM :  No.

MR. PACHECO. No correlation
And was that a witten report?
MJURAKAM :  Yes, sir.

PACHECO  And who conducted that investigation?

2 3 3

MURAKAM :  1t'd be R sk Managenent.

MR. PACHECO Who at Ri sk Managenent conducted that
i nvestigation?

MR. MURAKAM : Every nenber -- (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO Wien was that conducted?

MR. MURAKAM : Probably years ago.

MR. PACHECO And what did -- a particular station or
stations that were --

MR MURAKAM : (Inaudible) look at it over -- | believe it
had to do with civil suits, but I couldn't confirmthat.

(I naudi bl e).

HUNTI NGTON COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRI PTI ON, | NC.
800- 586- 2988




TRANSCRI PT OF PRCCEEDI NGS, March 7, 2024

92

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. PACHECO So was it conducted in connection with civil
suit but not a larger inquiry into the issue?

MR. MJURAKAM : | think so, (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  As undersheriff or at any time in the
Departnment, you didn't refer |aw enforcenent gangs, subgroups,
cliques to the California Attorney General for investigation;
is that right?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO  "No, sir," you did not refer thenf

MR MJURAKAM :  No.

MR. PACHECO And you did not refer any subgroup or clique
i ssue or issues to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for
i nvestigation?

MR. MJURAKAM : | believe -- well, | think that we
di scussed both the allegation at Conpton station and East LA
station to the FBI and gave them what ever data we had.

MR. PACHECO But did you ever go to the FBI and say, "Can
you assist and |l ook at this greater issue about exclusionary
subgroups or cliques in the Departnent"?

MR. MJURAKAM : The Departnent is (inaudible) at East LA
and Conpton together.

MR. PACHECO Do you think that the Departnent can
capably, fully, conpletely investigate subgroups and cliques in
the Departnment, generally, internally?

MR. MJURAKAM : Can you say that again?
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MR MJURAKAM :  Sure.

Do you think that the Departnment can fully,
conpl etely, capably investigate itself as it relates to
subgroups and cliques?

MR. MURAKAM : | think there could be (inaudible)

i nvestigation. But, again, you run into the problemwth
enpl oyee rights, you know, where you're going to run into
i ssues.

MR. PACHECO All right. So, no. | hear you about
chal l enges to investigation, but nmy question is slightly
different, and that is: Do you think that the Department can
police itself, in that, can it investigate subgroups and
cliques fully and fairly?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, | do.

MR. PACHECO  Who in the Departnent -- what group woul d be
responsi ble for such an investigation if one was ever to
i nvestigate?

MR MJRAKAM : Well, the Internal Affairs, if there's
anyt hing involving policy violation (inaudible) crimnal
i nvesti gati ons.

MR. PACHECO  The investigations that you think of though
related to specific m sconduct, as opposed to be sort of a
general inquiry about whether subgroups and cliques exist in
the Departnent; is that right? Is that how you --

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).
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MR. PACHECO  You never directed and don't know about any
i nvestigation overall about subgroups or cliques in the
Departnent; correct?

MR. MURAKAM : Correct.

MR. PACHECO  And do you think that the Department will
ever be in a place where it will investigate itself fully and
conpletely as to subgroups and cliques?

MR MJRAKAM : That, |I'mnot sure, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And you're not sure, why?

MR. MJRAKAM : Because of the fact that it's
Sheriff Luna's departnent now, and all he's concerned about is
l egal (inaudible). 1 think there's (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO So do you think an outside agency is needed
in order to get to the bottomof this problemin the Sheriff's
Depart nent about subgroups and cliques?

MR. MURAKAM : Could be. Like |I said, (inaudible) to both
East LA and Conpton. In East LA and Conpton, (inaudible) so
it's an open investigation.

MR. PACHECO Did you ever |ook for any power in your role
in the Sheriff's Departnent to the Los Angeles District

Attorney's Ofice for investigation?

MR MJURAKAM : | n connection with what?

MR. PACHECO  Connection with subgroups.

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi ble).

MR. PACHECO And as undersheriff, did you ever refer any
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subgroup nmatter to the LA District Attorney's Ofice for
prosecution?

MR MJRAKAM : Not ny role, sir.

MR. PACHECO  Wen you were the undersheriff, were any
deputies termnated for participation in sheriff deputy gangs,
subgroups, or exclusionary groups?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO  As undersheriff, did you ever direct ICIB or
| AB to question deputies about their participation in

excl usi onary subgroups or cliques?

MR MJURAKAM : | don't believe so.

MR. PACHECO. Did Sheriff Villanueva do so?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi ble).

MR. PACHECO When were you pronoted to assistant chief of

patrol operations?
MURAKAM : | think you nean the Sheriff (inaudible)?

PACHECG Yes.

3 3 3

MJRAKAM :  That was in Decenber, 2017, | believe.
MR PACHECO. Wen did you first learn that you had been
pronoted to assistant sheriff?
MR MJIRAKAM : It wasn't that nuch before that
(1 naudi bl e).
MR. PACHECO  Who told you that you woul d be pronoted?
MR. MURAKAM : Sheriff Villanueva.

MR, PACHECO When did you actually first start in your
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role as assistant sheriff?

MR. MURAKAM : That woul d be (inaudi ble) Decenber of 2017.

MR. PACHECO. And you were pronoted three ranks at once
fromcaptain to assistant sheriff; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO And then shortly after that, you were
el evated to undersheriff in March of 2019?

MR. MURAKAM : 2018, sir.

MR PACHECO  2018.

When were you told that you would be --

COWMWM SSI ONER HARRI'S:  (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO  -- sorry.

COWM SSI ONER HARRI'S: (I naudi bl e) when Al ex Villanueva was
el ected Sheriff. (lnaudible) elected Sheriff in Decenber of
2018, served as Sheriff from'19, '20, '21, '22. Decenber '22,
he lost the election, at which tine, Sheriff Luna becane
Sheriff. So, you know, (inaudible) | want to say when he was
el ected Sheriff, he wasn't Sheriff in Decenber, 2017 -- it's
'18, '19, 2020, and then (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  Wen were you told that you were first
el evated to undersheriff?

MR. MURAKAM : That woul d' ve been March of (i naudible).

COWM SSI ONER HARRI'S: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. MJURAKAM : Yeah, | believe 2018 -- '19?

COM SSI ONER HARRI'S: ' 19.
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MR. MJURAKAM : Ckay.
20109.

MR. PACHECO. Yeah, thanks.

COWM SSI ONER HARRI'S: Absol utel y.

MR, PACHECO Who told you that would first be elevated to
undersheriff?

MR. MURAKAM :  Sheriff Villanueva.

MR. PACHECO At sone point, Sheriff Villanueva appointed
you to the Truth and Reconciliation panel; correct?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO  And you oversaw that panel ?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (1 naudi bl e) has to do with deputy
gangs.

MR. PACHECO It had to do with deputy gangs too.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (No audi bl e response.)

MR. MURAKAM : Ckay.
Yes, he did.
PACHECO Do you know Carl Mandoyan?
MJURAKAM :  Yes, | do.

PACHECO Was he a Gi m Reaper?

2 » 3 3

MJURAKAM : | don't believe so.

MR. PACHECO Let's go to Exhibit 14. And Exhibit 14 was
the ogo we | ooked at before; that's a Gim Reaper |ogo.
Do you know whet her M. Mandoyan had a G'i m Reaper

tattoo?
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MR MURAKAM : That, | don't know, sir.

MR. PACHECO And M. Mandoyan was affiliated in South
Los Angel es station of the Sheriff's Departnent?

MR MJURAKAM : | believe so.

MR. PACHECO And his matter canme up for review before
you; correct?

MR. MURAKAM : Say agai n.

MR PACHECO. His matter came before review in front of
you on the Truth and Reconciliation?

MR MJURAKAM :  Yes.

MR. PACHECO. Wio sat on the Truth and Reconciliation
panel with you?

MR. MJURAKAM : It was nyself -- it's hard to recall right
now, but the assistant sheriffs, Chief Vera (phonetic), all of
our Internal Affairs, (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO How frequently did it neet?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

MR. PACHECO How frequently did it neet?

MR. MJURAKAM : That's up to the person (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO  Who cane up with the nane, the Truth and
Reconciliation Committee?

MR MJRAKAM : | believe the Sheriff.

MR. PACHECO. Sheriff Villanueva?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR PACHECO  And was this Truth and Reconciliation
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Conmittee created just to handl e the Mandoyan matter?
MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

MR PACHECO Didit handle other matters?

MR MJRAKAM : No, sir.

MR. PACHECO It was di sbanded at sone point; correct?
MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR PACHECO  \Wy?

MR. MJURAKAM : Because of the -- | believe the County

entered a |lawsuit, or sonebody did, regarding Carl Mandoyan.

MR. PACHECO  And what was the issue with regard to
M. Mandoyan in the Truth and Reconciliation Conmttee?

MR. MURAKAM : \Whether or not that he got a fair review,
and whet her excul patory evi dence was bei ng excl uded.

MR, PACHECO Was it the review of his history of crimnal
vi ol ations?

MR. MJURAKAM : W didn't |ook at anything additional. W
just |l ooked at the case itself.

MR. PACHECO. And what did the case itself involve?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. PACHECO Let ne put it to you this way: Had
M. Mandoyan been term nated fromthe Departnment at some point?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And then, he appeared before the panel that
you chaired, and he was reinstated; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : He didn't appear. But the investigation
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was under review, and then, yes, he was reinstated.

MR. PACHECO And you knew at the tinme that he was
reinstated that he was a nenber of the Gi m Reapers.

MR. MURAKAM : Even when you asked nme did I know, | can't
say | know, but that's what people are saying. | think it
m ght have been in the nedia reports.

MR. PACHECO At the tinme that you were chairing this
panel , had you known he was a Gim Reaper, would you have
rei nstated?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO In your tinme at LASD, did you ever
di scri m nate agai nst sonmeone on the basis of race?

(M. Mirakam and his counsel confer.)

MR MJURAKAM :  No.

MR. PACHECO Did you ever use racial epithets or ethnic
slurs to describe your subordi nates?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: Ckay. You're going to answer the
guesti on.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (| naudi bl €) court order
(1 naudi bl e).

CHAI R KENNEDY: (I naudi ble) |aw enforcenent gangs
di scri m nate based on race and religion?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (1 naudi bl e) racial epithets

(1 naudi bl e).
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MR. PACHECO Let ne ask you this way: Are you aware of
two public lawsuits, one by Carlos Parga and one by a
Tracy Stewart, against the Departnment based on their work at
the I ndustry station and their involvenent with you?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (1 naudi bl e) two protective orders
that are in place for each of those not to discuss the content
of (i naudi bl e).

MR PACHECO. Wy don't we --

CHAI R KENNEDY: This is publicly available informtion
You don't need to have (inaudible) --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The conpl ai nts were (i naudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: This was wi dely report ed.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'mjust telling you there are
protective orders that are in place for you (inaudible) issued
by the Court.

MR. PACHECO  Just so that we're clear here, did
M. Mirakam sign onto those protective orders?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | believe his counsel did.

MR. PACHECO. And so you have counsel in connection with
t he (inaudible)?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'m not working with anyone. |[|'ve
been given direction by his counsel that involves (inaudible)
what he can answer; so (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO. Here's what | would recommend: Let's now

take our 10-m nute break and we'll conme back, because | have
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some t houghts about that.
CHAI R KENNEDY: Sure. It's (inaudible).
MR. PACHECO  Thank you.
(A 10-m nute recess was taken.)
CHAI R KENNEDY: M ster -- Counsel, whenever you're ready.
MR. PACHECO  Thank you.

M. Chairman, we have one additional docunent. W're
going to label it in order in our binder as nunber 17, and
we'll hand it out now.

CHAI R KENNEDY:  Sure.

MR. PACHECO M. Miurakam , | have enough time for you and
your counsel to review what's been marked as Exhi bit Nunber 17,
and 1'Il ask you questions about it.

I wll just represent for purposes of the record, it
is aletter fromcounty counsel, dated March 6, 2024, to the
comm ssion's chair in response to a Public Records Act request,
attaching information that was provided in response to that
i nquiry.

(M. Mirakam and his counsel confer.)
MR. PACHECO  Sir, have you had the opportunity to review
Exhibit 17?2
MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.
MR. PACHECO And | know that you woul dn't have seen the
March 6, '24 letter. | just wanted you to see it, that it is

mat eri al produced in response to a Public Records Act request.
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Do you see that letter?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR PACHECO And attached to it is the Sheriff's
Departnent -- there's two docunents and those are -- have you
ever see those two docunents before?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so. No, sir

MR PACHECO  Ckay.

And are you famliar with the County Equity Oversight
panel ?

MR, MJRAKAM : Yes, | am

MR PACHECO. What is that?

MR MJIRAKAM: It's a panel that reviews allegations of
policy and equity (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO And in Septenber of 2020, that panel
concl uded you'd violated the Departnment's policy against raci al
di scrimnation and harassnent; is that correct?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't believe that (inaudible)
what it provided (inaudible) these docunents are a part of his
personnel file, which is protected (inaudible) as well as
everything (inaudible) consent dealing with (inaudible).

MR. PACHECO M. Miurakami, | want you to | ook at the
docunent dated Septenber 15, 2020, from Scott Gage, the
commander of South Patrol Division to the County Equity
Oversight panel. And there were two all egations agai nst you

that the panel considered; is that correct?
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MR MJRAKAM : | believe so.

MR. PACHECO  And one of the charges was unfounded, the
policy of equality discrimnation based on race and sexua
orientation; is that correct?

(M. Mirakam and his counsel confer.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (1 naudi bl €) objection that these
are public docunents related to his personnel file (inaudible)
bei ng questi oned about this (inaudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: This is a public docunent that was
produced | ast night by the county counsel pursuant to a public
record that requests a public docunent.

MR PACHECO M. Murakam , does this docunment reflect
that the panel found that it was unfounded that you had
violated the policy of equality discrimnation based on race
and sexual orientation?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Once again, while it hasn't been
provided, | agree with the county counsel determ nation
(itnaudible) that it's still exenpt and privileged pursuant to
852.7, as well as CGovernnment Code Section 3300 et seq.

(I naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO  Yes or no?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR PACHECO Are you refusing to answer based on
i nstruction fromyour counsel ?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir
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MR. PACHECO And |I'mgoing to ask you a series of other
guestions. If you follow the instruction, that's fine. W'l]I
just make it clear on the record.

Is it true that on Septenber 15, 2020, or thereabout,
that the County Equity Oversight found that the charge agai nst
you for policy of equality inappropriate conduct toward others
based on race was unfoundabl e?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | have the sane objection on that
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. PACHECO  Again, do you refuse to answer the question?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

MR. PACHECO. Do you see where the panel had recomrended a
witten reprimand to the Sheriff's Departnment about you based
on their findings? Do you see that?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Sane obj ection and advice to ny
client.

MR. PACHECO Are you follow ng the advice of you counsel
not to respond?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

MR. PACHECO And is it true that despite the
reconmmendati on of the County Equity Oversight panel to
institute discipline in the formof a witten reprimand for
violation of the policy, inappropriate conduct toward ot hers
based on race, that the Departnent, nonethel ess, refused to

i npose any di scipline?
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Once again, I'll inpose the sane
obj ection and advice to ny client.

MR. PACHECO  So based on your advice of counsel, you're
not going to respond; is that correct?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir

MR. PACHECO M. Kennedy, | don't have further questions
at this tine.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Ckay.

So | guess sone (inaudible) county counsel's

(i naudi bl e). (Inaudible) reason for all kinds of things today
that being in a hearing, county counsel's produced these
docurnent s (i naudi ble) public records (inaudible) not going to
answer questions about (inaudible). For the record,
(i naudi bl e).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: As | am personal counsel,

M. Chairman, ny interpretation is conpletely different than
yours. So while | expect (inaudible) follow by my (inaudible).
CHAI R KENNEDY: No, | understand, and I'mglad you're
here. (lnaudible) if it's been released as a public record.

M5. KIRBY: (I naudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: (I naudi bl e) ?

M5. KIRBY: Good afternoon. Amara Kirby from County
Counsel (inaudible) in the letter fromcounty counse
(i naudi bl e) signed off (inaudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: So there is no bar to sinply rel easing
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this public record if a witness will not answer about and
(inaudible). This is a public record.

M5. KIRBY: Yes. (lnaudible) |I do believe that
(1 naudi bl e).

CHAI R KENNEDY: Okay. So nmeke it a part of the record.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (1 naudi bl e) that typically,
sonething like this, there would be notice of rel ease so that
we woul d be able to object to any release of it. That was not
(i naudible) notified. (lnaudible) considered for rel ease
(i naudi ble) a violation of his rights under 832.7, again. And
(i naudi bl e) rel ease of this.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Well, | (inaudible) and that (inaudible).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Now |' m aware of both ny
objections, but | don't (inaudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: Well, | guess we'll find out one way or
another later on. So I'mgoing to treat it as a public record
and make it part of our record here.

And, M. Pacheco, thank you so nmuch. Do you have
anyt hi ng el se?

MR. PACHECO  Not hing further

CHAI R KENNEDY: Commi ssi oner questions?

COMM SSI ONER COOPER:  Yes.

Sir, you nentioned that you received your invite to

join the deputy gang (i naudible), but did you ever consider who

recomended you or how you got the award?
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MR MJURAKAM : No.

COWMWM SSI ONER COOPER:  So you just received the award, had
no i dea who gave it to you, who recommended, what criteria?

MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)

COM SSI ONER COOPER:  And then | had anot her question

You constantly referred to the perm ssion of the
union. | amvery concerned about who was running the
Departnent. You as "under deputy" or the union?

MR. MJURAKAM : That's a msinterpretation. Sorry that you
took it that way.

Wien we deal with a union, they have enployee rights.
We can't violate their rights. (lnaudible) conply. But we're
not afraid of the unions. But, again, if -- the cause is not
to violate any personal rights, which | think you d respect
(i naudi bl e) investigation (inaudible) itself.

COMM SSI ONER COOPER: Managenent rights is what |'m
tal king about. You kept meking statenents, "l have to get an
approval fromthe union to nanage a departnent unit." Unions
don't tell conpanies or corporations how to manage enpl oyees or
manage their business.

MR MJURAKAM : Again, | think you' re msinterpreting what
was said. They're not follow ng sonme | egal (inaudible) on
every decision they made. There's certain things where --
there's a Peace Oficer Bill of Rights. And if we infringe

upon it, one, it's going to be tossed out, and, two, we're
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going to be held to civil liability.

COWMWM SSI ONER COOPER:  Now, the other question | have: You
made statenents that you weren't aware of a lot of things going
on in your departnent |ike the Kennedy stuff, you wasn't aware,
the Conpton stuff. But as the undersecretary (inaudible),
under deputy and the top, how can you not know what's goi ng on

in the Departnent?

MR. MJURAKAM : It depends upon what matter because what
happens, and the other staff -- we have 18, 000 enpl oyees and
there's a chain of command. Certainly, |ike when M. Pacheco

tal ked about sonmething dealing with a deputy, it doesn't rise
tony level. It went to our command teamin the Departnent.
Most things are handl ed by captai ns, comranders, and chiefs,
and it depends upon the |level of the issue (inaudible) before
it ever reaches ny desk.

COW SSI ONER COOPER: Wl I, when things hit the newspaper
and the world, you nean you're not concerned about | ooking at
the reports and reading them for yourselves and then
guestioni ng what really happened?

MR MJRAKAM : W did, ma'am

COM SSI ONER COOPER: | didn't get that based on your
answers.

MR. MURAKAM : Well, what happens is that, one thing,

(i naudible) in social media, but the report is not always the

truth. For instance, our panel did a |evel of investigations
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or maybe in the command staff, which | don't think | ooked at
the (inaudible) whether it's true or untrue.

COW SSI ONER COOPER: (I naudi bl e) stand that. But the
fact you do get a witten report, you get a brief, you read it,
do you question sone of the stuff in there?

Secondl y, when they asked you about whet her or not
the deputy gangs were investigated, did it seemunusual ? WAs
the leg tattoo shot off? WAs it investigated? Your answers
was, like, "I'"'mthe second top man in command, but | don't
know. "

MR. MURAKAM : The thing about the allegation in the
shooting the tattoo, | think it happened in 2015.

COWM SSI ONER COOPER: WAy before you?

MR. MURAKAM : Yeah, way before ne. So |I'munaware of it.
And if -- based upon the nedia report, that's insane. You
know, if that -- these allegations are true, that's insane.

What happens is that they're suddenly feeling Iike --
say, for instance, there was an incident in Conpton station
where two deputies got in a fight. Those allegations m ght
have inplied that one was (inaudible). W investigated. W
even give things to the FBI. You know, so a |lot of these
things that are controversial, (inaudible) are initiated, we
were bringing the FBI in because we wanted things (inaudible)
to hold us accountable, and maybe we all could offer themto

take it over, you know, (inaudible) if they see a civil
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violation at the federal level, they can kick back to us.

(I naudi bl e.)

COWM SSI ONER COOPER:  Now when you transferred people from

the Conpton station and the East LA station, did you get
perm ssion fromthe union before you transferred those peopl e?
MR. MURAKAM : What happened is -- the problemwe have is
that there is no proof of m sconduct, whether illegal or
viol ation of policy. (lnaudible) best interests of everybody
if they nove fromthe area of the station. And then what
happens then, we had (inaudible) as to their enployee rights.
We can't force themto leave. So all the noves that were out
of Conpton and East LA (inaudible) were voluntary. You know,
that's where the unions becane involved (inaudible) enployee
rights.
COWM SSI ONER COOPER:  No ot her questions. Thank you.
CHAI R KENNEDY: Patti ?
COWMWM SSI ONER G GGANS: Yeah. | just want to follow up on
the volunteers. There was -- that was very inportant

information | received about the novenent of those out of

Conmpton and East LA station. So when you say "it's voluntary,"

how does a -- | nean, how do a group of people decide

voluntarily that they don't want to be there anynore? "Send ne

somewhere else." Wat's that process? There nust be sone
di scussion. "It's not working here. You're not working here."
Well, we have to take this -- we recommend you consi der --
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coul d you explain that process?

MR. MURAKAM : Well, at the time, April Tar

dy was the

chi ef over Central Patrol both at Conpton and East LA station.

| tal ked to her about what we needed to do. She personally

went down there and net the deputies, along with the union

person. The union person (inaudible) used their

(1 naudi bl e)

conversation (inaudible). W just wanted the deputies to know

that it's probably better for us, better for the Departnent, if

t hey go sonewhere el se, another station. So that's what's

voluntary. W didn't force them W couldn't f

they left voluntarily.

orce them But

COWM SSI ONER G GGANS:  So (i naudi bl e) by that kind of

behavi or ?

MR MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e).

COWM SSI ONER G GGANS:  You know, (i naudible) reconmendi ng

that you | eave, but you can do it on your own volition, which

is fair. The union is there to make sure there is no rea
coercion, but they're seens to be -— there seens to be an
argument, some coercion, even if it's informal, and that
because -- in a sense because there was -- there were reasons.

How many people were transferred? Do you renenber?

MR. MURAKAM : |'d be guessing at best, but

maybe a dozen

COWM SSI ONER G GGANS: A dozen, yeah. | think that's

(1 naudi bl e) too.

MR. MJRAKAM : Sonewhere in there.
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COW SSI ONER G GGANS:  Thank you.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Janon?

COW SSI ONER HI CKS: (I naudi bl e) .

When you said that when you got to the (inaudible)?

MR. MJURAKAM :  Yes.

COWMM SSI ONER HI CKS: (I naudi bl e).

MR. MURAKAM : You're tal king 40 years ago, and no insult
to anybody. |'mon nmedication. That's why I'man old nman
(1 naudi bl e).

COW SSI ONER HI CKS: Wl |, you renenbered getting the
tattoo; right?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, | do.

COMM SSI ONER HI CKS: Have you ever heard of a "inking
party"?

MR. MURAKAM : Just in the nedia. |[|'ve been follow ng
that, but | never heard of the term before that.

COWMM SSI ONER HI CKS: Never heard the term"inking party"?

MR MJURAKAM : No, sir.

COWMWM SSI ONER HI CKS:  And t he people present when you were
getting the tattoo, you know, they thought it was |ike a inking
party?

MR. MURAKAM : Say again?

COW SSI ONER HI CKS: (I naudi bl e) ?

MR. MJURAKAM : There was just the ten that were present,

but they didn't label it anything. It was a tattoo parlor.
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COW SSI ONER HI CKS:  What's the difference between, in
your mnd, the difference between the Cavenen and the
Executi oners?

MR. MJURAKAM : Well, there are a few based upon what
read in the nedia.

COMM SSI ONER HI CKS:  No, outside the nedia. In your mnd
what's the difference between a Caverman and an Executi oner?

MR MJRAKAM: |'mnot quite sure because | don't know
much about the Executioners. You know, as far as what they --
they' re accused of doing refuse to do certain things, but I'm
not fully aware of what the circunstances were. As far as sone
of its activities, there's no allegations of anything. That's
what the difference would be, | think.

COMM SSI ONER HI CKS:  These transfers that you were talking
about, howis that fixing the problemif you just transfer
t hese people to another station (inaudible)?

MR. MURAKAM : Well, in our belief, it's just a couple of
things. |If they truly wanted (i naudi ble) a recommendati on that
a station nove hi msonewhere new, you know, they carry the sane
reconmendation. But also the fact that if they ever got into
any type of trouble, you know, the fact that they have a
station tattoo will multiply the problem

COM SSI ONER HI CKS: But doesn't it send a nmessage to
ot her deputies that "If you m sbehave, the worst thing that

w Il happen is you're transferred to anot her station”
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(i naudi bl e) ?

MR. MURAKAM : The problemyou have is that you can't
di scipline themfor having a tattoo. |It's not a violation

COW SSI ONER HI CKS:  What if there's a violation of a
policy in the Departnent?

MR. MURAKAM : Then they will face discipline.

COW SSIONER HICKS: | think there was a question about
"Code of Silence.”" |Is that a nedia termas well?

MR MJRAKAM: It's an old term sir.

COM SSI ONER HI CKS: Have you heard of it within | aw
enf or cenent ?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

COW SSIONER HICKS: It exists within | aw enforcenment?

MR. MURAKAM : You said | heard of it.

COW SSI ONER HI CKS: Does it exist within | aw enforcenent?

Is there, like, a Code of Silence involved, or is that the
medi a?
MR. MJURAKAM : | think in any profession, even the nedical

profession, there's some limt of people that don't want to
tal k.

COW SSIONER HICKS:  So in |aw enforcenment there's a Code
of Silence?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudi bl e) say anything (inaudible).

COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON: M. Murakam , you nentioned, here

in your testinony here today, six tines, the nane of
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April Tardy, and you made a seventh reference to her in the
answer to a question just now. And |'mcurious, is your
reference to her repeatedly, is that accidental, or is it
(i naudi bl e)?

MR. MJURAKAM : It's factual

COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  And is your reference to her and
her alleged gang tattoo, is that in reference to anything that
you have observed directly, or is that just what you' ve read in
t he nedi a about her tattoo?

MR. MJURAKAM : Can you rephrase that question?

COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  |I's your repeated reference to
April Tardy a reference to what you've read about her or
anyt hi ng you have heard directly about her from subordinates,
previously or fromyour observations?

MR. MURAKAM : No personal observation. | saw a post
after she cane there and was questi oned about station groups.

And then, | heard that she went to Cvil Service and
(1 naudi bl e) and expl ai ned what it was.

You know, and then sonme are just the fact that I
heard that people that worked the station were unhappy because
of the fact that nmaybe she had a tattoo, you know. So that's
what it is.

COMM SSI ONER JOHNSON: And when you were sheriff (sic),
was she underneath you in the chain of command, or was she

above you in the chain of conmand?
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MR. MJRAKAM : She was bel ow ne.

COVWM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  Yeah.

And who was above you in the chain of conmmand during
t he period when you were undersheriff from 2019 to 20227

MR, MURAKAM : The Sheriff.

COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  And what was his nanme?

MR MURAKAM : Al ex Villanueva

COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON: And were you undersheriff during
the period of February, 2022 when the off-duty incident of
deputies in a drunken brawl in Mntclair occurred?

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  And your testinony was that you had
no awar eness of that episode what soever?

MR. MURAKAM : No, because you're tal king about a drunken
fight at a bowing alley. So that doesn't go to the attention
of my level. It's handled by nostly the chief. |In fact, the
review was sent out by the chief at the end (inaudible).

t hi nk Sheriff Luna was advised after that of what we call case
review But he didn't know about it "til after case review
hinself, or so | was told.

COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  Was the (inaudible) to be aware or
respond to (inaudible) April Tardy's fault as well?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  And was there any foll ow up about

t hat incident whatsoever, which occurred on your watch, during
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the remai nder of your tenure on the force in the chain of
conmand?

MR. MURAKAM : Again, |I'mnot aware of any foll owup. The
case was fully investigated by Internal Affairs. And, again,
the level of the offense never rose to notify ne.

COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON: Regarding the Indian tattoos that
existed at the Industry station, do you wish to add at all to
your testinony or your answers to questions about awareness of
t hose Indian tattoos today?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  And, for the record, your answer:

"If you had seen an Indian tattoo, what woul d you
have done?"
And your answer was: "Nothing, sir."
Do you wish to add to that at all?
MR MJURAKAM : No, sir
COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON:  Thank you.
No further questions.
CHAI R KENNEDY: JP?
COWMWM SSI ONER HARRI'S:  Yeah
Undersheriff, thank you for being here today.
Appr eci ate you being here and answering our questions.
Just to clarify the record (inaudible), have you
(i naudi bl e) you were, at that point, (inaudible) captain in

I ndustry station?
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MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

COMWM SSI ONER HARRI S: Ckay.

When you rel ocated, did you skip a rank where you
went from captain of Industry station to undersheriff or chief?
What was your (inaudible)?

MR. MJURAKAM : | went fromcaptain to assistant sheriff
wth the idea that | did ny tine as a commander even though |
had the duties of assistant sheriff.

COMWM SSI ONER HARRI'S:  (Okay. |If you can give ne the
timeline.

So Alex is sworn in in Decenber.

MR. MJURAKAM : Yeabh.

COWM SSI ONER HARRI'S:  When did you becone -- you go to be
the captain at Industry station?

MR. MJURAKAM : | did. What day did | |eave Industry
station?

COW SSI ONER HARRI' S: No.

Once Alex got sworn in, when did he el evate you?

MR MJURAKAM : At a separate

COW SSI ONER HARRI'S:  So the same tinme he was sworn in?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

COMWM SSI ONER HARRI'S:  Bunped up to -- and you went to --
you then becane assistant sheriff in Decenber, 20187

MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER HARRI'S:  So you were assistant sheriff over
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the investigation (inaudible) ongoing into the Kennedy Hall
essentially?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, sir

COMW SSI ONER HARRI'S:  Were you in the pronotional process
of Chief Burson -- were you -- did you have sone say in the
pronmotion of Chief Burson fromcaptain to chief?

MR. MURAKAM : Yes, sir

COW SSI ONER HARRI'S:  How did that happen?

MR. MURAKAM : That, | don't recall

COWM SSI ONER HARRI S: Ckay.

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

COWM SSI ONER HARRI S: Ckay.

Can we just go back and (inaudible). Go back to when
you got the (inaudible). Ws that sonething you got at the
concl usion of your training or sone -- like , after you' ve been
off training fromthe union, (inaudible) peers?

MR. MJURAKAM : It was after training, but how | ong
afterward, | don't recall. (lInaudible).
COWM SSI ONER HARRI S: Ckay.

But it wasn't the kind of thing, like, "I got off
training." "Good for ne." "I didn't go down," and your
Cavenman tattoo? That's not the situation; correct?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.
COW SSI ONER HARRI S: Ckay.

So it was after you showed what ever you needed to
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show t hat (inaudible) after you'd been off training that you
then went to the (inaudible) and got the Caverman tattoo?
MR MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.
COMWM SSI ONER HARRI'S:  Did you ever (inaudible) East LA '87
or Industry?
MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.
COW SSI ONER HARRI'S: (I naudi bl e) ?
MR MJRAKAM: | went to recruitment in '87.
COWM SSI ONER HARRI' S:  Ch, okay.
How | ong were you there?
MR. MURAKAM : A couple of years.
COWM SSI ONER HARRI S: Ckay.
(I'naudi ble). Wen did you get your (inaudible)?
MR. MURAKAM : (No audi bl e response.)
COWM SSI ONER HARRI'S: (I naudi bl e) ?
MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).
COW SSI ONER HARRI S (| naudi bl e).
MR. MJURAKAM : At |east maybe 14 years in, so maybe ' 93.
COWM SSI ONER HARRI S: Ckay.
And you (i naudi bl e)?
MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.
COMWM SSI ONER HARRI'S: So you never worked I ndustry
t oget her ?
MR, MJURAKAM : Never.

COW SSI ONER HARRI'S: Ckay.
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(I naudi bl e).

CHAI R KENNEDY:  Luis?

COMM SSI ONER GARCIA: | wanted just to go back to the
Fort Apache (inaudible), and correct ne if I'mwong, but as
far as | think the record reflected, the logo was really born
out of (inaudible) East LA residents and (inaudible) East LA
and (inaudible) LA Sheriff station and the (inaudible) were
protesters in the 1970s shown (inaudible). So (inaudible) that
hi story context, | nean, shortly afterward, (inaudible) then
Sheriff Pitchess tal ked about taking a | ow profile.
(I naudi bl e).

So | raise that now because when we hear it, in ny
time as comm ssioner, spent tine in and out of county jail.
You know, | go back to 1992 with Coats (phonetic) Report, and
we have the 2011 CCJV report, the RAND report. W had Sarah
Gupta (phonetic) who sat before the Board of Supervisors and --
that don't like (inaudible). And I have personal (inaudible)
inlaw enforcement. | have a little experience with jail and
prison. And when | hear the discussion of station tattoos and
those tattoos that nmeet the |legal definition of PC 13670, in
every station that there is, if it was up on the wall, that
woul d be a conpany (i naudi ble) description of what this, you
know, (inaudible) has in Century and has a enblemor | ogo
that's painted on the wall. | think every station has one

(1 naudi bl e).
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And from nmy understanding, with, like, April Tardy,
she got a station tattoo that matches the station's identifying
I ogo that's found on (inaudible) substation

Now, per the -- this adm nistration, the policy for
deputy gangs in the Sheriff's Departnent is out of line with PC
13670, is in this neet-and-confer process.

And you're retired (inaudible), you know, by both
(i naudi bl e) both retired after 35 years, and so | wi sh you all
the best in retirenent.

As a private citizen now, already from Los Angel es
County, given this history of this issue, whether it's
subgroups or bl ah, blah, blah, whatever it is, there's a

probl em that (inaudible) by various county conm ssions, various

reports.

Do you think this policy with this adm nistration
when it conmes down and is enforced within the Departnent -- do
you think that will begin to differentiate between the station

tattoo and what's a tattoo that neets legal criteria of
PC 136707

MR. MJRAKAM : | think they're walking a difficult |ine
trying to decide what's a good tattoo, what's a bad tattoo.
That's why, in general, will the Departnent ban tattoos?
(I'naudi bl €) upon a regular tattoo different fromone with a
(inaudible). Well, we couldn't differentiate. So, again, we

came up with a policy that they couldn't be show ng any
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tattoos. So any tinme the Departnent's going to try to decide,
well, this group's okay, that one is bad, is going to open a
can of worns to the extent of |awsuits, because the criteria
(i naudible), or you deal with it as it cones.

And, again, we | ooked at quantity as: "If they're in
violation (inaudible), then (inaudible) associated with a group
(inaudible) in the policy."

But a tattoo itself, alone, you know, there's a | ot
of street gangs. And | said, "If a guy walked in here with a
"18th Street" tattoo, |I'd identify himas a gang nenber."
There's certain criteria that need to be nmet. (Inaudible)
identifying tattoos. Well, there's (inaudible) that need to be
checked of f because that (inaudible) the soon-to-be (inaudible)
Sheriff Luna is walking that line to say, "This one's okay, and
this one's bad." You know, (inaudible). If he can figure out,
hats off to him But if not, you need to (inaudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: (| naudi bl e).
COM SSI ONER HARRI'S:  Two questi ons.

Back to Cavenen. |Is there any correlation between
the tattoo (inaudible) watch at the station? For instance, the
nor ni ng peopl e have Cavenman tattoos; the p.m people have
Bandi tos, (inaudible). Was there any correl ation, neaning,
that that tattoo is watch (inaudible)?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't believe so.

COW SSI ONER HARRI'S: Ckay.
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Based on when -- you've been in |aw enforcenent a
long tinme. (Inaudible) a new deputy sheriff any advice if he
came to you and said, "Hey, you know, |I'mgetting a tattoo"?
What woul d your advice be --

MR, MJURAKAM : Well, in light of what's going on there, we
had chiefs, myself, command staff, (inaudible) with the patro
(i naudi bl e) stations discouraging getting a tattoo, whether
they think they' re good or bad is not -- it's not a good thing.
You know, it's not sending out the nmessage that you want. So
we're strongly telling themnot to get a tattoo. And that's
our advi ce.

COWM SSI ONER HARRI S:  Good.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Okay. So in light of that, M. Mrakam,
as the former second in command of the sheriff's station, is it
your opinion that you can't fire or discipline a sworn | aw
enf orcenent nenber who has a KKK tattoo or a Nazi tattoo?

MR MJRAKAM : | don't think we can.

CHAI R KENNEDY: So deputy sheriffs can wal k around with a
swasti ka tattoo on their body, and that's not -- no one can do
anyt hi ng about that?

MR MJIRAKAM: | think as long as it's covered or --
nmean, that's ny belief. | could be wong though.

CHAI R KENNEDY: |f they shoot nenbers of public, people
who are of color, it's irrelevant, and you can't do anything

when they have a KKK tattoo because that's their First
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Amendrent right, in your view?

MR, MJRAKAM : | think you're taking it to another |evel.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Well, |I'm asking you a question.

MR. MJURAKAM : Yeah, | know.

As far as the crimnal aspect, no. But in terns of
liability, it'd be a ness.

CHAI R KENNEDY: \What about firing? disciplining? Like, "I
don't want you in my |aw enforcenment agency policing the public
with a swastika tattoo."

MR. MJURAKAM : |'mnot sure if you coul d.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Ckay.

And you said that whether you can -- or you can't use
the tattoo as evidence, really, of anything; right?

MR. MURAKAM : What do you nean?

CHAI R KENNEDY: Well, you said that you can't arrest a
gang nmenber with an 18th Street tattoo because a tattoo is not
enough.

MR. MURAKAM : Right.

CHAI R KENNEDY: But isn't it true that it is one of the
five or six things you' d use to nake the opinion that soneone
i s gang-i nvol ved?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).

CHAI R KENNEDY: One. That's what | said. One of the five
or six criteria; right?

MR, MJRAKAM :  Yes.
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CHAI R KENNEDY: So why isn't a deputy gang tattoo on an
of ficer one of the criteria that could be used to decide
whet her they're violating Penal Code 13670, which prohibits
menbers of any | aw enforcenent gang -- and that's the
Legislature's term not mne.

MR. MURAKAM : | don't believe you can. [It's within their
rights under the First Amendnent. Again, you're drawing it out
further than it shoul d be.

CHAI R KENNEDY: So you can use the tattoo as
circunstantial evidence of proof that a young person is in a
crimnal street gang, but you can't use the tattoo as
circunstantial evidence that a nmenber of the Sheriff's
Departnent rmay be a nenber of a | aw enforcenent gang?

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible). Honestly, |I'm offended that
you' re conparing (inaudible).

CHAIR KENNEDY: |I'mgoing to -- I'"mactually going to
(inaudible). 1'mgoing to ask you, are you alleging the
statute refers to groups that associ ate together under a common
synbol, and it states a tattoo. And you're telling ne, as the
sworn second in comand of the Sheriff's Departnment, that you
cannot use that as evidence of anything with respect to | aw
enf orcenent gangs?

MR MJRAKAM : Well, I'mtelling you that's nmy belief, and
if Sheriff Luna believes otherw se, he can do what he wants to

do now. "' m done. But --
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CHAI R KENNEDY: | understand that.

And do you think -- well, first |I should say, is this
the first time, M. Mirakam , that you've publicly admtted
that you have a Caveman tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : | believe so.

CHAI R KENNEDY: And, in fact, in the past, haven't you
deni ed that you were affiliated with the Cavenen?

MR. MJURAKAM : | wasn't responsive.

CHAI R KENNEDY: |'m sorry.

MR. MURAKAM : Unresponsi ve.

CHAI R KENNEDY: | don't understand your answer.

Have you, in the past, denied that you were
affiliated wth the Cavenen?

MR. MJURAKAM : | wasn't responsive; | didn't respond.

CHAI R KENNEDY: You were unresponsive.

So you were trying to deliberately evade answeri ng
t hat question?

MR. MJURAKAM : That's a personal question, so yes,

(1 naudi bl e).

CHAI R KENNEDY: And is that -- were you trying to evade
answeri ng the question because you knew it woul d be perceived
as a inmproper thing for a |aw enforcenment officer to do?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY:  No.

Do you think that you, as the undersheriff, suffered
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froma conflict of interest in making decisions about whether
or not to investigate the deputy gang within the ranks?

MR. MJURAKAM : Again, (inaudible) your use of the word
"deputy gangs."

CHAI R KENNEDY: Law enforcenent gangs. |'ll use the
statutory | anguage.

Do you think that you have a conflict of interest in
maki ng deci si ons whether or not to investigate a | aw
enf orcenent gang because you yourself have a Cavenan tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Now, | think in 2020 you said that you
renoved all of your Caveman tattoo; is that right?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: And you did that because you no | onger
wanted to be associated with the Cavenen?

MR. MJURAKAM : | guess you could say that.

CHAI R KENNEDY: And after you altered the Cavenen tattoo
to make it a different tattoo, did you recall ever bragging to
other individuals in a gymin Industry that they, quote, "Can't
get me now," unquote? Did you say that?

MR. MURAKAM : Never, sir

CHAI R KENNEDY: Did you tell three other |aw enforcenent
menbers in a gymin Industry that you had renoved the tattoo so
t hat nobody could get you now, they couldn't accuse you of

being a Caveman? Did you say that?
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MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: So if sonebody said you said that, t
woul d be Iying?

MR. MJURAKAM : Yes, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: And then ny final question for you -
because you' ve been here a long tinme, and | do appreciate
finally comng here -- is: Did you say that the Departne
done a study of tattoos and shootings and that the |ist

(i naudi bl e) found that there was no correl ation?

hey

you

nt had

MR. MJRAKAM : | believe, basically, there's -- it was

based on the lawsuits. So they |ooked into officer notiv
don't exactly know the details, but it was trying to | ook
a correl ation between allegations of deputy subgroups and
shootings, and they found no correl ation.

CHAI R KENNEDY: First of all, who did this?

MR MJURAKAM : It was (inaudible). He's the one who
fired. | can't renenber his name. But you should be abl
get it on PRA

CHAI R KENNEDY: What does he | ook |ike?

MR. MURAKAM : Male, white, kind of balding --

CHAI R KENNEDY: Could be a | ot of people.

MR. MJURAKAM : -- not very tall. | can' t renenber
name.

CHAI R KENNEDY: In this year? Year, about?

MR. MURAKAM : Probably -- | can give it a guess --

e. |

into

was

eto

hi s

2020,
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maybe.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Ckay.

And | ask how coul d the commander of

Ri sk Managenent Bureau conduct a study (inaudible) in the
correl ati on between having | aw enforcenent gang tattoos and
shootings and find no correlation if none of you asked anybody
in the Departnment if they have any tattoo that's nore a tattoo
affiliated with a | aw enforcenent gang?

MR. MJURAKAM : | think he did it based upon the
al l egations fromthe |awsuits.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Okay. But ny question is: How can we
conduct any kind of valid study of having a deputy or |aw
enforcenent gang tattoo and police shootings when you' ve
already told us that none of you asked anybody if they have a
tattoo? So how can that study be valid?

MR MJURAKAM : If I'mnot mstaken, | said (inaudible)
based upon | awsuits.

CHAI R KENNEDY: But how can you look into it? You just
told us you won't ask anyone those questi ons.

MR. MJRAKAM : |'ve stated ny response and keep repeating
it (inaudible), sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Well, | know, and I'mtrying to be
guarrel sone, I'mjust trying figure out how the study could be
done.

MR. MURAKAM : (I naudible).
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CHAI R KENNEDY: And it's your claimas you sit here today
that no |l eader in the LASD can ask any deputy whether or not
t hey have one of these tattoos that are associated with a | aw
enf or cenent gang?

MR MJURAKAM: | think it's changed now, and they are
asking. But I'"'mnot positive (inaudible). But at the tinme we
were dealing with it, there was a concern over violating
enpl oyee rights.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Do you ever worry about nenbers of the
public who had to interact with deputies who have an
Executioner tattoo?

MR. MURAKAM : No, sir.

CHAI R KENNEDY: (I naudi bl e).

Patti ?

COMM SSI ONER G GGANS: It | ooks like -- because, you know,
| aw s involved, personnel wellness is involved, and
cultural beliefs involved.

Now, you nmade a decision to | think, in a sense,
alter your Caveman tattoo. You made that decision from your
own volition. Nobody asked you to do that, and you decided to
do that. And did you say because of the kind of atnosphere,
groups like this, it becane -- even though you may not have had
the intention when you got the tattoo -- it becane sonething
different?

MR MJRAKAM : Yes, nm' am
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COW SSI ONER G GGANS: (I naudi bl e) ?

MR, MJRAKAM : Yes, ma' am

COWM SSI ONER G GGANS:  Now t hat you know you had all this
experience (inaudible) canme to the Department and (i naudi bl e)
to the community (inaudible), do you now -- would you say from
a reasonabl e person's perspective, that this whole issue of |aw
enforcenent gangs, these tattoos that have nenaci ng nanes --
Executioners, Banditos -- these are not, |ike, M ckey Muse
clubs. They don't have, you know, those kind of types.
They're not friendly. They're not warmand friendly titles.
They' re ki nd of nenacing.

So would you -- how do you feel now in your
retirement, as a citizen, what you've been through and wat ching
the Departnent, (inaudible) about this issue, that giving
(i naudi bl e) that the public's trust has been violated by the --
even the controversy, whether it's been proved 100 percent that
there's evil behind it or there's been bad behavi or or
actionable crimnal activity, that the public community's trust
in the Departnment (inaudible) has been violated with this issue
that we can't seemto dig our way out of?

MR MJRAKAM : | think the intent of the deputies involved
is not anything bad, but the way it's being perceived now,
(i naudi bl e), you know.
That's why, you know, | recomrend people not only

renove them | definitely encourage the deputies, if they were
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to get one -- because it's not sending out a positive nessage.
And that was not the intent, you know.

But, again, the intent versus perception are two
di fferent things, and public perception is inportant.

So, again, you know, it's -- we're tal king about
(inaudible) don't do it anynore. It's foolish, and it is not
achieving what they think it is. That's why | (inaudible).

COW SSI ONER G GGANS:  Thank you.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Thank you, Patti.

M. Mirakam , | wish | could say that your
obligations are conpletely over as a (inaudible) but,
hopefully, we can work themout. But your obligations to this
comm ssion today are certainly over, and | appreciate you
comng and engaging in this difficult testinony of an issue
that is equally hard for our community. So thank you.

And then we're going to take public coment.

MR DELGADI LLO  Public conment.

CHAI R KENNEDY: We're going to take public conment.

MR DELGADILLG (I naudible), Mchele Infante.

CHAI R KENNEDY: (I naudi bl e).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Good afternoon. You all know,
(inaudible). I'mhere really to, once again, anplify and keep
in your mnds N ani Finlayson, who was shot and nurdered by
Deputy Ty Shelton on Decenber 4th. (Inaudible) her home, she

called 911 to tell there was a violent situation, and this
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happened in front of her nine-year-old daughter

The reason |I'mbringing this up is that
Deputy Ty Shelton has alleged ties to deputy gangs, and that's
what we're here to discuss. As far as which one, | am
uncertain. In the Antel ope Vall ey, probably the Rattl esnakes
or the Cowboys. But |I know they don't have a | ot of
i nformati on about what happens up in the northern part of LA
County.

What | can tell you is that he fits the pattern. So
back in the sumer of 2020, he did the sane thing, responded to
a donestic violence call, shot and killed an elder in the
comuni ty, M chael Thonmas.

After he was on desk duty for several nonths was
returned to the streets, unleashed back on the residents of the
Ant el ope Valley. He was also pronoted to the position of
training officer.

He seened to have a certain type of comunity menber
that he targets, both being black and al ways involved in
donesti c viol ence call

I, unfortunately, and I say "unfortunately" watched
the video of (inaudible). | had to nove away (i naudi bl e)
nysel f because | was watchi ng sonmeone bei ng nurder ed.

So the videos show -- the body cam shows that when
the officer arrived as they were trying to kick down the door,

they heard sone type of altercation in the honme -- in the

HUNTI NGTON COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRI PTI ON, | NC.
800- 586- 2988




TRANSCRI PT OF PRCCEEDI NGS, March 7, 2024

136

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

apartnent. They never announced that they were | aw
enforcenent. Wuld you answer the door if someone is Kkicking
at your door and you don't know who they are? N ani did open
the door. She had a knife in her hand, but that knife was
given to her by her nine-year-old daughter to protect herself
(i naudi bl e) that was abusing her and put hands on her daughter.
In the 16 mnutes it took themto get there, she never used it
on the gentleman. |[|f she was going to (inaudible) him then
she woul d've done it before they arrived.

They cone into the apartnent, the deputy, actually --
Shelton -- tosses aside the Taser, and in less than a few
m nut es, shoots N ani four tines in front of her daughter.

So I"'masking this body to please put independent
eyes on that. Do it for her. And also please dig in deeper to
what's going on with the Rattl esnakes and t he Cowboys.

Thank you.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Thank you.

MR, DELGADI LLO Mchele Infante, followed by Mark Brown.

M5. | NFANTE: Good afternoon. M nane is Mchele Infante.
I"'mwth Dignity and Power Now.

It's always interesting to sit up here during these
deputy gang hearings to watch a pathol ogical liar cone up
there, continuously talk and lie in front of all these people.
It's interesting to watch a sociopath and a narcissist sit up

there and only do what's best for them He had 43 years to do
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somet hi ng about what he saw, and he did nothing. And after 43
years, this man cones up here and wants us to believe that he
can't remenber anyt hing.

It's not a culture. It's a way of life. It's not a
culture. It's away of life. They live it every day. They're
killing people every day.

And | think that nost of you that have been up here
for along time, with the exception of a few you, know that
this is an organi zation they think's independent, but we need
to have i ndependent people, agencies, cone in to be able to
| ook at this kind of stuff.

Time after tinme and question after question was:
"What did you do about any of this stuff?" And they said they
didn't have anything to substantiate. You have absol utely
nothing after 43 years of famlies comng to you, conplaint
after conplaint, conplaining. It's not just the beating that
these fam lies are taking, that their |oved ones are taking.
These people's lives are being taken. They're not |ost;
they' re being taken. These are homi cides. These are
hom ci des. These are not accidental Kkillings.

And you cannot come up here and say that you have a
tattoo that only nmeans pride. You had 43 years to show your
pride and you didn't. Wat you showed us was that you're a
soci opat h.

You people are relentless; you have no renorse;
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you're deceitful; you gaslight; and you don't care about
anyone. And every one of you know that what |I'msaying is a
fact because all you have to go back and do is | ook year after
year at what these people are doing.

These people are dying, not from Sickle Cell Anem a.
They' re not dying from hardening of the arteries. W have 16
bullets in the back of soneone who's running away.

So how many nore tinmes do we need to bring these
people up here? It's the same story. And the sane famlies
are saying the sane thing.

These peopl e cannot investigate thenself and it's
apparent. W need independent investigations just to | ook over
your own departnment because you can't do it. Everything is
that you cannot substantiate. It's not that you can't
substantiate; it's that you're a fucking liar. That's what it
is. You're aliar. And you want to cover what's crim nal

CHAI R KENNEDY: Thank you.

MR. DELGADI LLO:  Mark Brown (phonetic), followed by C ndy
Navarro (phonetic).

MR. BROMN: | just have a couple of comments on the
testinony today that | heard.

And | agree with the prior speaker that there seens
to be an element of all these professionals in the Los Angel es
Sheriff's Departnment where there is a sociopathic elenment to

bei ng unabl e to recogni ze the danger of a gang of professionals
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that carry weapons (i naudible).

So the nanes we heard today of these groups were Gim
Reaper, Executioners, Banditos, Red Devils. Those are not the
nanmes of any softball team|'ve ever heard. | think the
testinony today, as the prior person said, it is enbarrassingly
soci opathic not to recognize that. Any child would recogni ze
what those nanes nean.

The tattoos we' ve seen today: Skulls, guns pointed
at you, dead man's hands. These are not | ogos for a softbal
t eam

And | think it's absurd that the prior sheriff,
Villanueva, and this guy sitting in public and pretend as he
said, quote, "The intent of these deputies is not anything
bad. "

You have those nanmes, you have those graphic skull
guns pointed at you. "Not anything bad"? Again, | agree it's
sociopathic. And | don't know how you're going to break this
down in this group of professionals.

He agrees that they're nenacing, but it's not
anything bad. He agrees that this is for pride and hard worKk.
And it's all of these nanes and all of these designs.

W saw an ankle with a tattoo with a bullet hole in
it today. But "this is not anything bad" said the second in
command of the Sheriff's Departnment. That's what we're dealing

with.
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You all were professional and fantastic today, but
it's hard to watch.

Thank you.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Thank you
MR, DELGADI LLO G ndy Navarro.
M5. NAVARRO  Good afternoon, everybody.

| wanted to make it known it's just | believe that
the gangs within the police departnent (inaudible). And the
reason |'msaying this is because on ny own personal matter, ny
case, there's a judge involved. For a judge to backdate a
warrant on a plane boarding to Hawaii, that | found out is on
vacation, he wouldn't risk this job.

So I"'mjust letting you guys and the public aware of
nmy theory which involves other agencies and entities that are
involved in this.

Also, let nme (inaudible) the Tenple Gty Sheriff's
Departnent, Rubén Gonzal ez, Steven Fielder, and
Marco Vil l anueva, who (inaudi ble) for your guidance.

(I naudi bl e).
Thank you.
CHAI R KENNEDY: Thank you.
MR. DELGADI LLO. We have sone online public comment.
First of all, we have Salina Cole (phonetic).
Can you pl ease unnute yourself. Salina Cole, you can

go ahead?
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Can you pl ease unnute yourself Salina Cole?
M5. COLE: Yes. Can you hear ne?
MR DELGADI LLO  Yes, we can.
M5. COLE: (kay.

First of all, I want to thank you guys for taking the
time out and listen to us as a comunity.

| just want to say it's deep enbedded within the
County. As an enployee, | see the union and the County. They
check and bal ance thensel ves as they nmake these rules and
policies that they don't follow within the Departnent. You
know, they use the union to protect thenselves. But when the
union is responsible to check back to the County, it seens |ike
nothing is getting done, and | say that because |I'm an affected
famly

And as we create these new policies, | really want
y'all to think about tinmefrane because in 2015, ny daughter's
life was ruined by what LA County Sheriff's Departrment did in
the Antel ope Valley. And we're on year eight, and she is stil
(i naudi bl e), and she is still having mental health issues
trying to maintain her famly.

And as a nother, to work for Los Angel es County and
to be a steward of SEIU 721 for 22 years and to witness the
behavior -- even in 2020, LA County Sheriffs hol ding ny
daughter for 14 days, playing with her life, as I"mcalling on

the phone, frantically, identifying nyself as a nother, as a
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LA County enpl oyee, which departnment, and still being affected
because the people on the phone can only do so nuch when the
people in control are doing things that are crimnmnal.

And so | say think about the cause and effect of
this. W are on year eight.

My grandson is 14 years old. He lost both of his
parents for the first five years of this death after the police
killed -- and now it says on his death certificate, "hom cide."
So it's not a question. It's a fact that he was nurdered --
right? -- by the police, and he got victim zed.

But all of that don't even matter. \hat matters is
the people that are left behind in the recovery that we are
trying to recover from and themstill acting like this is not
a human rights issue for everybody invol ved, because it is.

Thank you.

MR, DELGADI LLO Next up is Jody Martinez (phonetic).

You' ve been unnmuted. Please unnute yourself.

M5. MARTINEZ: |1'd like to speak to the comm ssion. Thank
you for this exam nation of how deeply enbedded deputy gangs,
gang nenbers with badges are enbedded in the |argest sheriff
department in our nation.

The second in command has continued to deny deputy
gangs. And as the testinony reveal ed, he was not truthful when
asked questions prior.

Thank you to Conm ssioner Kennedy for draw ng
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attention to the fact that young youth in our community are
hel d liable and received crimnal enhancenents when they
contain a gang tattoo on their body.

And yet, Murakam was unable to draw the connection
that he couldn't utilize the sanme criteria based on the pena
code, which identified gang tattoos. And he refused to by
sayi ng "How dare you draw a conpari son between sworn deputies
and the general public or a crimnal,” when, in fact, he al one,
shoul d know how deep the crimnality is within his forner
departnment. He should know how many people who were fornerly
working for the Sheriff's Departnent were convicted of a crinme.

| do have a uni que perspective. | amthe grandnother
of a child who was shot and nurdered by a nenber of the
Bandi t os gang in East LA

At the time of my grandson's nurder, in June of 2019,
different community nenbers approached our famly and
identified the officer, Saavedra, fromthe East LA station, as
bei ng a menber of a deputy gang. And yet, we had no proof
until a very brave whistleblower cane forward in an interview
and identified Saavedra.

So our problem those of us who grew up in East LA,

have ties to East LA, and all of LA County, we're still dealing
wi th deputy gang nenbers that are still active, actively
i nvol ved.

And it is a fallacy that these deputy gang nenbers do

HUNTI NGTON COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRI PTI ON, | NC.
800- 586- 2988




144
TRANSCRI PT OF PRCCEEDI NGS, March 7, 2024

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

not wear their prejudice and their hate and their raci smon
their bodies. And it is a fallacy that when they're out in the
community, they're not prejudiced against the communities that
they have identified with by their gang affiliation

I don't know what needs to change except that these
deputy gang nmenbers be fired i medi ately.

Thank you.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Thank you.

MR. DELGADI LLO  This concl udes our public comrent.

CHAI R KENNEDY: Ckay. | think that concludes this
heari ng.

Ant hony, Maura, Julia, | just wanted to thank you for
assisting this volunteer conm ssion. W could never have
pul l ed off an exam nation like this wthout all of your hours
of work. And with -- thank the firmthat's (inaudible) for
donating their time to help us develop this evidence. W
really appreciate it.

That's going to conclude this hearing. | wsh |
coul d announce the date of our regular hearing, but it isn't
set (inaudible). W are going to be at Saint Anne's on the
13t h, which is next Wednesday, and have our regul ar mneeting.

I wish | could say that this concludes our speci al
heari ngs on deputy gangs, but as we all know, the witness
refused -- sat down for some questions that relate to

discrimnation clains that were sustained against him So |'m
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going to | eave this open,

hearings at a | ater date.

and we nmay or may not have further

Thank you, everyone.

(The hearing was concl uded.)

- 00o0-
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) Ss.

COUNTY OF LOS ANCGELES )

I, LAURA GRI FFI N, AAERT CERT CET-1709, do hereby certify:

That said digitally recorded audio of the Gvilian
Oversi ght Conm ssion Hearing, March 7, 2024, was transcri bed
i nto conputer-generated text under ny direction and
supervision, and | hereby certify the foregoing transcript to
the best of my ability.

| further certify that | am neither counsel for nor
related to any party to said action nor in any way interested
in the outcone thereof.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto subscribed ny nane

this 17th day of April, 2024.

%MA’ éf;%"

LAURA GRI FFI' N, AAERT CERT CET-1709
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            1                       P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 


            2       CHAIR KENNEDY:  -- so you are sworn under penalty of 


            3  perjury, and we can begin.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Good morning, Mr. Chairman, commissioners.  


            5  I'm Anthony Pacheco with Spertus, Landes, and Josephs.  I'm 


            6  accompanied by my colleagues Maura Riley and Julia Corbin.  And 


            7  with your permission, we will proceed.   


            8            Mr. Murakami, thank you for being here today.  We 


            9  appreciate your time.   


           10            You're here pursuant to a subpoena; is that correct?  


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  And that subpoena was issued in June of 


           13  2022; is that correct?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I can't recall.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  But you're here pursuant to a court order 


           16  following the service of that subpoena?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  How long were you employed with the 


           19  Sheriff's Department?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe a little over 43 years.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Forty-three years; is that what -- 


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           23       MR. PACHECO:  And you were the former undersheriff of the 


           24  Department?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  And that was the highest rank that you 


            2  achieved in the Department?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  And as the undersheriff, you were the second 


            5  in command of the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  And at times, you were the acting sheriff?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And that meant when you were acting sheriff, 


           10  you were the highest-ranking member in the Sheriff's 


           11  Department; is that correct?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Sir, have you been in communication with 


           14  Matthew Burson about his testimony before the commission?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Are you aware that Matthew Burson testified 


           17  that he has known you for decades?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  And, if fact, you have known Matthew Burson 


           20  for decades?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           22       MR. PACHECO:  And are you aware that he testified before 


           23  this commission that you have a Caveman tattoo?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And he testified that you were a member of a 
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            1  subgroup or clique in the East LA station; is that correct?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know if he said that or not, but he 


            3  did say I had a tattoo.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Let me ask you this:  During your tenure in 


            5  the Sheriff's Department, were you ever a member of a subgroup 


            6  called the Cavemen?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  What do you mean by "member"?   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Well, did you ever affiliate in any way 


            9  whatsoever with a group called the Cavemen in East LA?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Well, what was your relationship with the 


           12  Cavemen?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Can you (inaudible) the question 


           14  (inaudible) the Cavemen?   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  What did you do with the Cavemen? 


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Nothing.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Do you have a Caveman tattoo?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, I don't.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  At any time during your tenure in the 


           20  Department, did you ever have a Caveman tattoo?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, I did.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Let's talk a little bit about how you got 


           23  that tattoo.  How is it that you got that tattoo?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  It would be the same way that -- 


           25  (inaudible) a party explaining (inaudible) tattoo at Civil 
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            1  Service.  It had to deal with, basically, taking pride and 


            2  being recognized as a hardworking deputy.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  How was the tattoo applied to your body?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was on the right calf area.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  And to this day, do you have that tattoo?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Did you remove the tattoo?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's no longer there, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Did you alter the tattoo?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's no longer there, sir. 


           11       MR. PACHECO:  When did you remove the tattoo?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's been probably five years.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Why did you remove the tattoo?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Because of the negative media and pressure 


           15  just being applied of having a tattoo.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Other than removing the tattoo because of 


           17  the negative media, is there any other reason why you removed 


           18  the tattoo?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  What do you mean "another reason"?     


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Was there any other reason other than 


           21  negative media that you removed the tattoo?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, (inaudible) to do with the fact like 


           23  a hearing like this where it becomes a negative (inaudible).  


           24  So better not to have it.     


           25       MR. PACHECO:  So did you think that there was anything 
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            1  wrong with having a Caveman tattoo on your ankle?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And, to this day, as you sit here now, do 


            4  you think there was anything wrong about having a Caveman 


            5  tattoo on your ankle?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  When the tattoo was applied to your ankle, 


            8  who was present?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I couldn't recall.  It's been 


           10  probably 40-plus years.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Was it more than one person?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Was it less than ten people?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  And where was the location?  And by that, I 


           16  mean physical location.  Not on your body, but the physical 


           17  location where you had the tattoo applied.   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was a tattoo shop on Whittier Boulevard.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  And the one to ten other people that were 


           20  with you when the tattoo was applied, were they deputy 


           21  sheriffs?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  And in that group of one to ten people, were 


           24  there any women?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.      
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  In that group of one to ten people, were 


            2  there any black people?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            4       MR. PACHECO:  In that group of one to ten people, were 


            5  there any gay people?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not that I recall.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  In that group of ten people, were there any 


            8  people in the command staff from the Sheriff's Department 


            9  present when you got this ink -- this tattoo?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Who knows that you have a Caveman tattoo or 


           12  had a Caveman tattoo on your ankle when you were a member of 


           13  the Department?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  But we know that there was the testimony of 


           16  Mr. Burson that you had a tattoo; correct?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Did the former sheriff, Alex Villanueva, 


           19  know that you had a tattoo on your ankle?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe he did.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Did you have any other tattoos on your body 


           22  associated with any subgroup or clique in the Department?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Did you keep the tattoo a secret from 


           25  members of the Department?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Can you describe your tattoo?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was essentially a Caveman carrying a 


            4  club, I believe "East LA" either across the stomach or their 


            5  chest.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  I'm sorry.  I didn't hear you.   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  It had "ELA" -- East LA either across the 


            8  stomach or the chest.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


           10            What color was the tattoo?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was just standard -- it wasn't colored, 


           12  sir. 


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Was it blue?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Blue or black.  I'm not sure of the color.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.  


           16            Did the tattoo -- anywhere near the tattoo have a 


           17  number?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           19       MR. PACHECO:  And what was that number?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Ten.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Ten.   


           22            And what did that number signify?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  The tenth person to have a Caveman tattoo.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Does that ten signify that you were the 


           25  tenth member of the Cavemen?     
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  The tenth person to get a tattoo.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Does that mean that you were a member of a 


            3  group called the Cavemen?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's difficult when you use the word 


            5  "member" like you're in some kind of club.  (Inaudible) club.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Was it a subgroup of people?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  That could be probably more accurate,  


            8  because there was no club, per se.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  How many members of the Caveman were there?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Can you estimate?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, I can't.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Was it more than ten?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think so.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  You know so because you were the tenth 


           16  number to get inked?    


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           18       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Was it more than 50?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think it was, but I couldn't tell you for 


           20  sure.   


           21       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Well, did you see other people in 


           22  the East LA station that had the Caveman tattoo from time to 


           23  time?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           25       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  You never saw another person, 

                                               

                                                                             10 �





            1  another deputy at the East LA station in the locker room or 


            2  otherwise that had the tattoo of a Caveman; is that your 


            3  testimony?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, when you say "the locker room or 


            5  otherwise" -- 


            6       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Well, any place at the East LA 


            7  station, sir.  I mean, I'm asking you a question.  Did you ever 


            8  see any other deputy with a Caveman tattoo other than yourself?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Can you do me a favor and not yell at me?     


           10       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  No, I can't.   


           11            Can you do me a favor and just -- you know, look, if 


           12  you give an answer, you said -- Mr. Murakami, (inaudible), you 


           13  basically said, under oath, that you've never seen another 


           14  person, deputy with a Caveman tattoo at the East LA station.  


           15  Is that your testimony, or do you want to correct it right now, 


           16  sir?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yeah, that, I don't recall, because as far 


           18  as the locker room, I've never seen any of it in the locker 


           19  room.  I haven't seen it in there.  (Inaudible).  I couldn't 


           20  tell you where or when.   


           21       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  So you've seen some deputy 


           22  (inaudible) Caveman tattoo?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible). 


           24       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible)?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    
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            1       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  You wouldn't know?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  I wouldn't guess.   


            3       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible) seen more than one 


            4  deputy other than yourself that had a Caveman tattoo?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Probably, sir.   


            6            It's been over 40 years, so I don't -- you know, it's 


            7  kind of hard to recall all of these things.   


            8       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible)?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, (inaudible).   


           10       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible)? 


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's been over 40 years, sir.   


           12       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  What other deputies do you believe 


           13  are Cavemen that have a Caveman tattoo and stuff like that?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don’t recall, sir.   


           15       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Don't recall a single one?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Don't recall (inaudible) in the 


           18  Cavemen?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           20       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Why did you have a tattoo?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's what I've testified before, sir.  


           22  Because it signified station pride and being a good worker.   


           23       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Would you recognize that at least 


           24  some deputy cliques that had tattoos (inaudible)? 


           25       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Yeah.   
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            1            I think our plan was to have our very able special 


            2  counsel finish the questioning, and then we can fully open it 


            3  up for all the commissioners to ask any supplemental questions.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  On the Caveman tattoo that you had, were 


            5  there any (inaudible) or other markings on that tattoo?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            7       MR. PACHECO:  And just to follow-up on one of the 


            8  commissioner's questions, you don't remember a single name of 


            9  any deputy who had a Caveman tattoo as you sit here today?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not that I recall, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  What was the selection criteria to become a 


           12  Caveman, if you know?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Essentially, as to what I said before, it 


           14  had to do with being identified as a good worker.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  And who made this identification of 


           16  potential members as good workers?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Did a potential member have to have a 


           19  certain number of arrests in order to become a member of the 


           20  Cavemen?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible.)   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Did a prospect, a potential member of the 


           23  Cavemen, have to have a number of shootings before they could 


           24  be selected to the Cavemen?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  I've never heard that, sir.   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  In order for a prospect to become a member 


            2  of the Cavemen, did he have to engage in a certain number of 


            3  fights with people on the street?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            5       MR. PACHECO:  "No, sir," you don't know, or "No, sir," 


            6  that wasn't -- 


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Was there a fee or a tax in order to become 


            9  a Caveman member?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen in East LA gather at any 


           12  time together as a group?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Excuse me?   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen ever gather as a group in 


           15  East LA?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Did they engage in sports together?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  That's possible.  We did have a softball 


           19  team and a flag football team.   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Are there any events that the Cavemen 


           21  engaged in that you know about?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Who came up with the name of the Cavemen? 


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Was it expected that the Cavemen would have 
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            1  each other's backs in the Department, support each other? 


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Were the Cavemen loyal to each other?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe that's called (inaudible) deputy 


            5  sheriffs.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  But did the Cavemen have a special law where 


            7  they were especially loyal to one another?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Was it expected that the Cavemen would keep 


           10  secrets from the community?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen publish a roster about their 


           13  membership anywhere?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.  Not that I know of, sir.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  On the sheriff's website, did it list the 


           16  Cavemen as a recognized group in the Department?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen sometimes subscribe to the 


           19  practices sometimes referred to as a Code of Silence?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen oppose civilian oversight?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe they existed back then.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  When did you first get the tattoo again?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Probably 40 years ago.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And you removed it ten years ago?    
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe five.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Five years.   


            3       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible) I just want to know.  


            4  Did any deputy at the East LA station back then (inaudible)?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible), sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  In terms of the Cavemen, do you know whether 


            7  they ever appeared in any public events?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  What do you mean by "appeared at public 


            9  events," sir?   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Were they ever known to the public, as far 


           11  as you know?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           13       MR. PACHECO:  What was the highest rank that you've had in 


           14  East LA?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  I was deputy sheriff, sir.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Did you have a rank beyond that in -- when 


           17  you were in East Los Angeles?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           19       MR. PACHECO:  At the time that you got the tattoo in East 


           20  Los Angeles, who was your supervisor?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I couldn't recall, sir.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  For what period of time -- during what years 


           23  were you in East Los Angeles?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe it was 1983 to 1987.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And in that timeframe, 1983 to 1987, what 
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            1  was your role?  And by that, I mean did you serve on patrol?  


            2  What were your job functions in East Los Angeles from 1983 to 


            3  1987?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe the most (inaudible) Gang 


            5  Suppression.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  So from 1983 to 1987, at the time when you 


            7  had a Cavemen gang tattoo on your ankle, you worked in Gang 


            8  Suppression?     


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, I want to refer to that.  I kind of 


           10  object to the comment referring to my tattoo as a gang tattoo 


           11  as what I have, because it is not.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  I don't think I referred that way.   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yeah, you did.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  I just asked you the question whether or 


           15  not, from 1983 to 1987, whether you worked on the Gang 


           16  Suppression, and if, at that time, you had a tattoo on your 


           17  ankle of a Caveman.   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) referred to it as a gang 


           19  tattoo, is what you called it; and it was not.   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  The answer is -- 


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I did have a tattoo when I was on the Gang 


           22  Unit.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  So I heard that in East Los Angeles there 


           24  was a logo in the station of Fort Apache or something like 


           25  that.  Do you remember that logo?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  And I understand that that logo that you 


            3  removed from the station when former Sheriff McDonnell was 


            4  appointed -- or elected the Sheriff; is that correct?  


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            6       MR. PACHECO:  And then when Sheriff Villanueva took 


            7  office, the logo of Fort Apache was returned to the East LA 


            8  station; is that correct?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           10       MR. PACHECO:  And it was -- where was it displayed?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not quite sure, sir.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Well, if you walk into the station, you can 


           13  see it.  So was it in the back with the deputies?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  It would be somewhere in the back.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  And what did it signify, if you know?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, this is what I've been told:  


           17  (Inaudible) that the saying Fort Apache was found at East LA 


           18  (inaudible), and it's because the station was kind of up on a 


           19  small hill.  So somewhere, somehow some deputies called the 


           20  station Fort Apache.   


           21            And then the logo of the helmet and the boot had to 


           22  do with something negative, calling the deputies people of low 


           23  profile.  So somebody put a helmet on a boot, you know, 


           24  signifying that is a low profile.   


           25            I mean, that's what I've been told, but I don't know 
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            1  if it's true.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  So did this Fort Apache logo, near it or on 


            3  it, have a helmet on a boot?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            5       MR. PACHECO:  And help me.  What does that mean?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  What it means is it signifies having a low 


            7  profile.   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  A helmet is something that one wears in the 


            9  military?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.  It would be a sheriff's helmet, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Sheriff's helmet.   


           12            And does the -- let me ask you this:  Is having such 


           13  a logo in a police station, is it consistent with the 


           14  fundamental principles of professional policing in your 


           15  opinion?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, I don't see a problem with it.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  If you're a member of the community, you see 


           18  a Fort Apache logo on your police station, are you concerned 


           19  that maybe the members of the station view themselves as 


           20  different than the community?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) station members.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  How else can one take it?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  I mean, I can understand (inaudible) logo.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Who is responsible for putting the logo back 


           25  up in Sheriff Villanueva's tenure? 
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I'm not sure, sir.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Let me go back to the Cavemen.   


            3            Were the Cavemen senior deputies or younger deputies?  


            4  Do you know? 


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  As far as I know, it would've been a 


            6  mixture, but I couldn't tell you for sure.     


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Were any of the Cavemen at the rank of 


            8  lieutenant or above?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir. 


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Were any of the Cavemen at the rank of 


           11  captain or above?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  At the station?   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Correct.   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Did Cavemen get better work shifts than sort 


           16  of non-subgroup member?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  During 1983 to 1987, do you remember who the 


           19  scheduling deputy was in East Los Angeles?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen have a shot caller or a 


           22  leader?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen get better promotions than 


           25  non-Cavemen subgroup members?   

                                               

                                                                             20 �





            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            2       MR. PACHECO:  (Inaudible.)   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, none of (inaudible) being called a 


            4  leader.  (Inaudible).   


            5       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible) called the leader?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen get better assignments or 


            8  favoritism than non-Cavemen subgroup members? 


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)  


           10       MR. PACHECO:  How do you know?     


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I was assuming that they had (inaudible).   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Did you talk to the other Cavemen?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           14       MR. PACHECO:  So you got this tattoo, but you didn't speak 


           15  to them frequently?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       MR. PACHECO:  What's the point in getting the tattoo? 


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Again, it's involved with, basically, 


           19  station pride and hard work.  There was no, I guess -- I don't 


           20  know if you call it a fellowship for how often we were getting 


           21  together.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  And there were no women in this group of 


           23  Cavemen; correct?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I heard there was, but I couldn't confirm 


           25  it.   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  And there were no black members in the 


            2  Cavemen; correct?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not that I know of, no.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  And there were no gay members of the 


            5  Cavemen; is that correct?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I wouldn't know.  Some people prefer 


            7  not to reference their sexual orientation.   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  So this is a group based on hard work and 


            9  (inaudible)?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Correct me then.   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Hard work and, basically, it's station 


           13  pride.  But when I said I think there were no (inaudible).   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.  


           15            Were there black deputies in East Los Angeles?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Why weren't they included as Cavemen?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Wouldn't black deputies potentially have 


           20  station pride in East Los Angeles?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Wouldn't black deputies be hardworking in 


           23  East Los Angeles?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).  I don't know if there were 


           25  any members that were black.  That's what I said.  There 

                                               

                                                                             22 �





            1  could've been.  I don't know.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  But you would agree that there were 


            3  hardworking, faithful members of the Department who worked in 


            4  Los Angeles who were black?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            6       MR. PACHECO:  And you would agree that there were women 


            7  who worked in East Los Angeles who had pride in the station and 


            8  were hardworking; is that true?  


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.  


           10       MR. PACHECO:  And yet, those groups don't seem to be 


           11  represented in a group of Cavemen; is that correct?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe they are, but I couldn't tell you 


           13  for sure.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  So as you sit here now, telling me under 


           15  oath, that you think that there were women and black people who 


           16  were members of the Cavemen?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  As you sit here now, could you give me a 


           19  name of any woman or any black person who is a member of the 


           20  Cavemen?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen retaliate against any  


           23  non-gang members?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Cavemen commit violence against any 
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            1  non-gang members of the group?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            3       MR. PACHECO:  As undersheriff, you were responsible for 


            4  reviewing promotions and suspensions; is that correct?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Did you use your position to promote 


            7  subgroup members over non-subgroup members?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Did you use your position as undersheriff to 


           10  deny promotions to deputies who did not do what subgroup 


           11  members wanted them to do?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Why would a young deputy want to become a 


           14  Caveman, as far as you know?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  Again, it would be, basically, being young, 


           16  being honored with being able to recognize the Department 


           17  (inaudible).   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Do you envision or know about circumstances 


           19  where senior deputies pressured younger deputies to join the 


           20  Cavemen?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Did anyone pressure you to become a Caveman?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           24       MR. PACHECO:  You did it voluntarily?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  And you did it at a local tattoo shop 


            2  accompanied by one to ten other deputies; is that right?  


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Did you do it during work hours?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Were you wearing your uniform when you went 


            7  into the tattoo shop to get your Caveman tattoo?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            9       MR. PACHECO:  In your job functions at East LA, as to your 


           10  attire, did you sometimes wear shorts?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Was the Caveman tattoo ever visible when you 


           13  were out on patrol in your functions at East LA?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Would you have wanted the community to see 


           16  your Caveman tattoo while you were on duty as a deputy sheriff? 


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  That is kind of an (inaudible) statement.  


           18  But as far as the policies are, you can't show any tattoos.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  I'm not sure why it's an (inaudible) 


           20  statement, so I'll try to rephrase the question.   


           21            As you were a deputy sheriff and you were in the 


           22  community, would you have wanted community members to have seen 


           23  you revealing your ankle tattoo of a Caveman?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I would never do that, sir.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Why?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's not for that purpose, to flaunt it.  


            2  My tattoos are private.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Interesting choice of words.  You said you 


            4  wouldn't want to flaunt the tattoo.  Was the caveman tattoo a 


            5  badge of honor (inaudible)?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  You can call it a badge of honor, but, 


            7  again, it's something -- again, indicative of station pride and 


            8  being recognized as a hardworking deputy.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  But you don't know who recognized you as a 


           10  hardworking guy, who opened up membership to you in this 


           11  subgroup?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  When you say (inaudible), it's been over 40 


           13  years; I don't recall anyone, sir.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  Is this Caveman tattoo the only tattoo that 


           15  you had on your body?  Do you have other tattoos?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, I do.  


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Any other -- what kind of tattoos?   


           18       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I would object.  This is 


           19  (inaudible) deputy gangs.   


           20       CHAIR KENNEDY:  There is an objection to this (inaudible) 


           21  that deal with the deputy gangs.  The question is:  "Do you 


           22  have other tattoos?"  We don't know what the tattoos signify, 


           23  and so I would ask you to answer that question.   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  It has nothing to do with the station; 


           25  that's (inaudible) in terms of any type of department 
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            1  affiliation.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  What are the other tattoos?   


            3       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'd object.  I think it's a privacy 


            4  issue.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  I'm not asking for the location of the 


            6  tattoos; I'm asking whether you have other tattoos.   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'll follow the advice of my counsel 


            8  (inaudible).  I'll admit that I do have a tattoo.  It's a 


            9  private matter and doesn't have anything to do with the 


           10  Sheriff's Department.   


           11       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Well, your counsel objected.  He didn't 


           12  tell you not to answer the question; so maybe he can clarify. 


           13            Are you telling him not to answer?   


           14       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I am.   


           15       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.   


           16            We'll be back here again.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  So the question that I have for you on this 


           18  other tattoo, can you tell me the location on your body where 


           19  that tattoo is located?   


           20       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  My same objection -- ongoing 


           21  objection (inaudible).   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'll follow advice of my counsel, sir.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Under the advice of your counsel, he's 


           24  instructing you not to answer, just so the record is clear; is 


           25  that correct?  
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            2       CHAIR KENNEDY:  And then the instruction is:  "Don't 


            3  answer based on privacy"?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)    


            5       CHAIR KENNEDY:  (Inaudible) I just wanted to make sure we 


            6  have a record.  The basis is privacy.   


            7       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yes.  The basis is privacy.   


            8       CHAIR KENNEDY:  (Inaudible).   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  So the record's clear, you acknowledge you 


           10  have another tattoo other than the Caveman tattoo; you won't 


           11  tell us what it is; and you won't tell us where on your body 


           12  it's located; is that correct, sir?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           14       MR. PACHECO:  In your time at East Los Angeles, were you a 


           15  training deputy?  


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever provide training or guidance to 


           18  deputies in the Department at any time when you were in the 


           19  Department?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  In what capacity, sir?   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  In any capacity.   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I have worked with younger deputies, yes.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  And did you provide training to them?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not as a training officer.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Were you a mentor to any of the deputies in 
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            1  East Los Angeles or beyond?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And did you expect younger deputies to learn 


            4  from you and from your experience as a deputy?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  And part of your job as a senior deputy was 


            7  to provide some guidance to the junior deputies; is that 


            8  correct?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  And did you ever train at the academy by any 


           11  chance?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  And did you always want deputies, younger 


           14  and even more senior, to adhere to the fundamental principles 


           15  of professional policing while they were working with the 


           16  Department?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  And part of that adherence to those 


           19  principles is to deescalate certain situations when deputies 


           20  intervene with the policy; is that correct?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.  


           22       MR. PACHECO:  And one of the goals is to preserve life if 


           23  you're a deputy; it's that correct?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  So if there was a conflict situation, you 
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            1  expected that they deescalate the situation so as to preserve 


            2  life as best could be achieved in that particular circumstance; 


            3  is that right?  


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  It wouldn't be to preserve life.  It had to 


            5  do, basically, calling for positive -- trying to identify a 


            6  safe type of confrontation.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  And also to save lives by minimizing 


            8  confrontation; is that right?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  If you take it to the extreme, yes.   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  I want to talk about some of these other 


           11  logos that we've learned about with this commission.  Let's 


           12  focus your attention on one, the Grim Reapers.   


           13            Did you ever hear about the Grim Reaper logo and the 


           14  subgroup?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           16       MR. PACHECO:  And you've heard that they were in the 


           17  Lennox Station; is that correct?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           19       MR. PACHECO:  The Lennox Station no longer exists; is that 


           20  right?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Correct, sir.  


           22       MR. PACHECO:  And so we were talking about the fundamental 


           23  principles of professional policing.   


           24            And you've seen the Grim Reaper logo; is that right?  


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  I could've, but I couldn't tell you for 
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            1  sure.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Right.   


            3            And it's a reaper; right?  It's a menacing reaper 


            4  with some kind of sickle; is that right?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I couldn't tell you.     


            6       MR. PACHECO:  And the Grim Reaper represents death; right?  


            7  Is that right?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And how would that symbol support the 


           10  fundamental principles of professional policing?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe it wouldn't.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Well, if a menacing tattoo, and if a sheriff 


           13  deputy approaches a member of the public and has a tattoo of a 


           14  Grim Reaper theme, isn't the community member going to maybe be 


           15  afraid of that?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  So Grim Reaper is inconsistent with 


           18  community policing, isn't it?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think the context you're putting it in as 


           20  far as showing it to the community (inaudible).  All tattoos 


           21  are not shown (inaudible).  But would they be considered to be 


           22  a positive image?  The answer would be no.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Let's think about the mentality of having a 


           24  Grim Reaper tattoo on one's body.   


           25            If you're a deputy and you have a Grim Reaper affixed 
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            1  to your body, does that convey the mentality of community 


            2  policing?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think your (inaudible) into First 


            4  Amendment rights.  Because, ultimately, now tattoos are a lot 


            5  more popular amongst the younger people.  So, again, the policy 


            6  we have is that they can't be shown to any of the public.  They 


            7  need to be covered.   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Let's turn to Exhibit 14.   


            9            Julia, if we can put that up on the screen.   


           10       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible).   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  And that binder that's in front of you,   


           12  Mr. Murakami, if you turn to Exhibit Number 14.  In it, you'll 


           13  see a Grim Reaper logo, Lennox and South LA stations.   


           14            And do you see that one?  Looks like it would be a 


           15  patch that would be attached to a uniform, and do you see that 


           16  the other seems to be a medallion that would hang as a 


           17  necklace.   


           18            Do you think any of -- do you remember seeing that 


           19  patch?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Would it surprise you if that patch had been 


           22  attached to a sheriff's uniform?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  That would never happen, sir.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  That would never happen?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  And you believe that, why?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Because a patch (inaudible).   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And how about the -- so but you don't know 


            4  whether or not anyone wore that patch on their uniform while in 


            5  the building; is that right?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  You don't know whether over time, anyone 


            8  would wear this medallion or key chain at all, whether they 


            9  were in the state -- whether they were in the community as 


           10  deputies serving as deputies; is that correct?  


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Are you not, sir, passively conveying to 


           13  young deputies that they are not tasked to preserve life, that 


           14  they are in a war zone, and that they do not have to follow the 


           15  fundamental principles of professional policing, if there are 


           16  subgroups out there like the Grim Reapers and other subgroups?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Sheriff Villanueva made some statements 


           19  during his testimony before this very body.  I'd like to review 


           20  some of those statements with you.   


           21            We can turn to Exhibit 4.   


           22            Do you have that number before you?  It's an article 


           23  from Rolling Stone.  Do you have that in front of you?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And they recount that the Sheriff, under 
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            1  oath, compared deputy gangs in the Sheriff's Department to 


            2  softball teams, and he admits that he never seriously 


            3  investigated them.   


            4            As you sit here now, under oath, do you think that 


            5  sheriff deputy gangs are the equivalent of a softball team?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure if I agree that that's what he 


            7  stated, but I think he's just trying to convey the fact that 


            8  they were (inaudible).   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Well, sheriffs have badges and guns, 


           10  softball teams don't.  You would agree to that; right?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible.)   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  There's fundamental differences, you would 


           13  agree, between sheriff deputy gangs, cliques, exclusionary 


           14  subgroups, and softball teams, wouldn't you?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe he was referring to the 


           16  Department's softball team.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  So the departmental softball teams are like 


           18  sheriff deputy gangs (inaudible) exclusionary clubs?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe he tried to make it (inaudible) 


           20  by the Department's softball team.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Sitting here today, does that comparison 


           22  make any sense to you?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Explain that to me.  How does it make sense 


           25  to you to have that comparison?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).  And I think he's trying to 


            2  (inaudible) on nefarious and (inaudible) a deputy subgroup.  


            3       MR. PACHECO:  But as you sit here, you don't see any 


            4  problem comparing the Grim Reapers, Executioners, Banditos, or 


            5  any of these subgroups to softball teams in the Department?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  I understand how the statement somehow may 


            7  be taken out of context.   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Put the statement aside.  I'm just asking 


            9  you the question.   


           10            Do you see any problems with referring to sheriff 


           11  deputy gangs, exclusionary subgroups, or cliques being compared 


           12  to softball teams, sir?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe the way he's trying to convey the 


           14  message, I think that's what he (inaudible) not show that they 


           15  have a nefarious purpose.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  As a member of the Department, did the 


           17  softball teams play publicly?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.  


           19       MR. PACHECO:  And did the sheriff deputy gangs ever 


           20  announce themselves publicly, as far as you know?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  You keep using the term "gangs," and so 


           22  I'll call it out again.  If you call them subgroups 


           23  (inaudible).   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  So that's a big difference; right?  Between 


           25  softball teams in the Sheriff's Department and these cliques or 
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            1  exclusionary subgroups is that the subgroups operate 


            2  (inaudible)?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know if (inaudible) would be the 


            4  right terminology.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  How about confidentially?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  People are pretty (inaudible) nonpublic, as 


            7  opposed to confidential.   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Interesting choice of words.  Nonpublic, 


            9  meaning only people in the Department (inaudible) public 


           10  speech.  The (inaudible) Department didn't know about the 


           11  subgroups; is that right?  


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think it's important that the public 


           14  know about the existence of the subgroups in a robust way so 


           15  that they can understand what's going on within the Department? 


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think it's been (inaudible) clarify the 


           17  nature.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  I am not sure what you said, sir.  Would you 


           19  please repeat that part?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) the public right now in terms 


           21  of the media and groups like this (inaudible) hard to clarify 


           22  (inaudible) the public.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  But you can do that (inaudible)?   


           24            Tell us more about these groups so that the public 


           25  can know about them.  How many of these exclusionary subgroups 
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            1  or cliques are there in the Department?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  How many members of subgroups -- these 


            4  exclusionary subgroups or cliques are in the Department?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Is it 5,000?  


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Can you give us any estimate as to the scope 


            9  of the problem in terms of the number of subgroup members or 


           10  clique members in the Department?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, when you refer to "the problem," 


           12  (inaudible) the problem (inaudible) as far as the total of 


           13  subgroups and everything, I couldn't tell you.     


           14       MR. PACHECO:  When Sheriff Villanueva testified before 


           15  this body that if the Department was to get rid of sheriff 


           16  deputy gangs, it would be a public safety issue of gargantuan 


           17  proportions.  And that's as reported in this Rolling Stones 


           18  article: 


           19            "In a revealing exchange, Villanueva declared that if 


           20       LASD rooted out all deputies based on their deputy gang 


           21       tattoo affiliations, it would spark a gargantuan public 


           22       safety crisis." 


           23            Do you agree with that statement?  I'm not asking if 


           24  you if you agree with this report; if you agree with that 


           25  statement despite who made that statement or didn't make that 
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            1  statement.   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  It'd be hard to speculate (inaudible).   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Is there any basis for that statement that 


            4  you know about as the former and second highest-ranking member 


            5  of the Department?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's just his personal opinion, sir, 


            7  (inaudible) as far as (inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  But as you sit here today, you don't know 


            9  anyone to quantify the support of that statement, one way or 


           10  the other?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  There is a way to quantify, but it means a 


           12  violation of their (inaudible).     


           13       MR. PACHECO:  In what way?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  You can't walk up to deputies and 


           15  (inaudible).   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Can you assume if they were gang members?  


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  When you use the terminology "gang member," 


           18  the answer would be no.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Can you go up to them and ask them if 


           20  they're in compliance with Penal Code 13670?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, what happens then (inaudible) 


           22  Oversight Commission has it, (inaudible) has it, (inaudible) 


           23  has it.  It involves looking into (inaudible).  There was 


           24  nothing (inaudible) about at the station.  And a group of 


           25  (inaudible) Internal Affairs on the entire station, 
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            1  (inaudible).  And it included (inaudible) that either had no 


            2  personal knowledge or the (inaudible).   


            3       CHAIR KENNEDY:  We don't have the copy of that.  We have 


            4  been asking for almost a year, the Department, to have that to 


            5  us, and they haven't responded.   


            6            Stating that for the record.   


            7            Go ahead.   


            8       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible)?     


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  That's (inaudible), sir.   


           10       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  You've heard that?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           12       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible) called the Banditos 


           13  (inaudible) station?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           15       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible)?     


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           17       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  And are you saying that it would not 


           18  be permitted if you asked a deputy sheriff whether or not they 


           19  associated (inaudible)?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure as far as legally what we can 


           21  or cannot do, but what was done by April Tardy as chief, he 


           22  gave her direction to basically investigate people that they 


           23  believed were members of the Banditos subgroup.  And with the 


           24  union's permission, we talked to each one, and then it involved 


           25  transferring (inaudible) from the station.   
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            1       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  So as far as (inaudible)?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think that he was trying to say the 


            3  investigation would be (inaudible) questions.   


            4       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Well, let's say that (inaudible)?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  If you're referring to the (inaudible).   


            6       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Well, let's (inaudible)?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  At the time of that investigation, I'm not 


            8  sure, because, again, because of the (inaudible).  But now, I 


            9  believe under the current law (inaudible), I think you can.  


           10  (Inaudible).   


           11       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible)?    


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't (inaudible).   


           13       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible) you've never heard 


           14  (inaudible)?    


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  It would be March of 2018.   


           16       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible)?     


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  December of 2017, I believe.   


           18       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  Okay.  All right.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Thank you.  


           20            So, Mr. Murakami, I think this is a interesting area 


           21  to talk about the Banditos.  And you had testified just moments 


           22  ago that certain members of the Banditos were transferred out 


           23  of the East LA station; is that correct? 


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe they were (inaudible).   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  When those individuals were transferred out 
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            1  of East LA station, where did they go?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  They went to different assignments; I 


            3  (inaudible).   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  So they were moved to other assignments in 


            5  the same department of the Sheriff's Department; is that 


            6  correct?  


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Let's talk a little bit about Kennedy Hall.   


            9            Do you know about an event that happened at Kennedy 


           10  Hall on September 28th, 2018?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I do.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Did you participate in investigating the 


           13  events at Kennedy Hall at all?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  How did you hear about the events at Kennedy 


           16  Hall?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Probably from the Sheriff.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  In 2018, what was your rank in the 


           19  Department?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Eventually, just a sheriff deputy and the 


           21  undersheriff.     


           22       MR. PACHECO:  And (inaudible) in the Sheriff's Department 


           23  in 2018; is that correct?  


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think there was any legitimate reason 
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            1  why ICIB did not investigate the motive behind the assault 


            2  which occurred in Kennedy Hall, September 28th, 2018?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe they did, sir.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Did they investigate the motive for the 


            5  assault?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe they did, sir.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  And did that investigation point you to 


            8  exclusionary subgroups like the Banditos at all?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think that was a full and wholesome 


           11  investigation into the events at Kennedy Hall?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think that was a full and wholesome 


           14  investigation into the existence of the Banditos in East LA who 


           15  had a role in the Kennedy Hall assault?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not quite sure what you're (inaudible).   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  The Banditos were not investigated as a 


           18  result of the Kennedy Hall matter; correct?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  And the Banditos had a hand in what happened 


           21  in the Kennedy Hall matter; correct?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe there were people that had a 


           23  tattoo that were involved in a fight, yes, sir.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  But despite that opportunity, the Sheriff's 


           25  Department did not investigate the Bandito subgroup?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Did you instruct Chief Burson not to 


            3  investigate the Bandito gang connection regarding the violence 


            4  at Kennedy Hall?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, I didn't, sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  I'm going to ask that we turn to Exhibit 12.   


            7            And, sir, I'm going to ask that you turn to the fifth 


            8  page of Exhibit 12, which is up on the screen.   


            9            And if you can make that bigger.  Thank you.  There 


           10  we go.   


           11            Sir, I want -- are you there?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.   


           14            I want you to -- do you recognize this particular 


           15  document?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe I've seen it a couple times 


           17  before.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  And these are the investigator's notes from 


           19  Investigator Chow?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Investigator Chow was the investigator who 


           22  looked at the Kennedy Hall incident; is that right?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           24       MR. PACHECO:  And there's an entry on November 27, 2018.  


           25  Do you see that at "1300 hours"?   

                                               

                                                                             43 �





            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  And you see the language:  


            3            "Cancel interviews due to Captain/Chief Burson.  He 


            4       wanted to make sure I did not have to ask questions about 


            5       subculture groups at East LA station." 


            6            Do you see that language? -- or "ELA" -- Do you see 


            7  that?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Did you direct Chief Burson to not ask 


           10  questions about subculture groups at the East LA station in 


           11  connection with the Kennedy Hall investigation?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           13       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know whether anybody gave direction 


           14  to Chief Burson not to investigate the subculture groups in 


           15  East Los Angeles station?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not to my knowledge, sir.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know who instructed Chief Burson to 


           18  instruct Inspector Chow not to investigate subgroups in the 


           19  East LA station?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know any reason why a competent 


           22  investigator wouldn't look at the subculture groups at East LA 


           23  station if those groups were involved in the Kennedy Hall 


           24  assault?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Number one, it involves a case that spanned 
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            1  that question whether or not certain (inaudible).   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Well, if the Banditos are involved in the 


            3  assault that happened at Kennedy Hall, how can the Department 


            4  not look at the subgroup from which they were a member?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) as far as (inaudible).   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Do you actually remember when I asked you 


            7  before:  "Did anyone look at the motivation for what happened 


            8  in the East Los --" (inaudible) -- 


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) was concluded as a drunken 


           10  brawl between deputies.  (Inaudible) the Banditos being 


           11  (inaudible).   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  There were members who participated in the 


           13  brawl who had the Banditos tattoo; correct?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so, sir.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  But no one asked questions about the 


           16  Banditos as a subgroup to determine whether that was the motive 


           17  for the assault that occurred in Kennedy Hall; correct?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Have you reviewed the reports with regard to 


           20  Kennedy Hall and its investigation?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I could've, but I can' t recall, sir.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Would it surprise you that of the 


           23  approximately 73 witnesses who were identified by ICIB, that 


           24  only one was questioned about the Banditos?  Would that 


           25  surprise you?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Would it surprise you to learn that seven of 


            3  the interviewees used the term "gang" or "Bandito," and of 


            4  those seven, ICIB asked only two of the interviewees follow-up 


            5  questions about the Banditos?  Would that surprise you?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)    


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Would that cause you to have concern about 


            8  the fullness and completeness of this investigation of Kennedy 


            9  Hall?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  As far as you know, based on the exhibit 


           12  that I put up on the screen, do you think there was a Code of 


           13  Silence to keep this information from the public about the 


           14  Banditos?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so, sir.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think there was an effort by the 


           17  Department not to reveal the existence of the Banditos and 


           18  their potential role, if not direct role, in this fight that 


           19  happened in Kennedy Hall?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so, sir.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Judge Bonner asked you about the 


           22  Executioners' investigation at the Compton station.   


           23            Did you participate in that investigation?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  When did that investigation occur? 

                                               

                                                                             46 �





            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Probably, (inaudible).   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  (Inaudible) participated in that 


            3  investigation?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  It would be the (inaudible).  Those are 


            5  Internal Affairs that (inaudible) investigate (inaudible).   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Was this under Sheriff Villanueva's tenure 


            7  in the Department?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And were any deputies fired as a result of 


           10  that investigation?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so, sir.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Were any deputies transferred as a result of 


           13  that investigation?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not as a result of the investigation.     


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Now, the focus was whether some of the 


           16  deputies were Executioners or not; is that correct?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  What was the focus in the investigation?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe it was about the (inaudible), and 


           20  some other person that alleged that (inaudible) they called the 


           21  Executioners to find out if (inaudible) deputy was.  And that' 


           22  s why they (inaudible) the entire station.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  So was the point in the investigation to 


           24  determine whether there, in fact, was a subgroup and 


           25  (inaudible) Executioners?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.  (Inaudible).   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


            3            There wasn't an effort to determine if there was a 


            4  exclusionary subgroup or clique in the Compton station.  It was 


            5  really to look at a more limited scope of what the actual 


            6  misconduct the particular deputy -- 


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, I think you're (inaudible).  


            8  (Inaudible).  As far as Compton South, again, I gave direction 


            9  to April Tardy who had permission (inaudible) that had a tattoo 


           10  were (inaudible) station (inaudible).   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Where'd they go?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  New assignments.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  All over the Department?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           15       MR. PACHECO:  So people with an Executioner tattoo were 


           16  just reassigned?  That was what was imposed to resolve this 


           17  investigation.    


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  That wasn't part of the investigation, sir.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


           20            But as a result of the investigation, what happened 


           21  is certain deputies were transferred out but no deputies were 


           22  terminated?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, it's -- the point of our asking is 


           24  the investigation doesn't deal with transfers.  That was their 


           25  investigation.  As far as the terminations, there was nothing 
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            1  to take action because there was no misconduct.  So it came to 


            2  a point involving East LA and Compton (inaudible) deputies now 


            3  because they're associated with having a tattoo (inaudible).   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  I'm going to go back to what's up on the 


            5  screen as Exhibit 12.   


            6       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible) it talks to every deputy 


            7  at the Compton station.  And no deputy knew of the existence of 


            8  any other deputy who was (inaudible) Executioner?  I just want 


            9  to make sure that's the depth of it.   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.  I believe -- I don't know if 


           11  they were (inaudible) or what the line of questioning was, but 


           12  the way it appeared to me that it will stop some deputies 


           13  (inaudible) and the (inaudible).  So I guess the conclusion was 


           14  April Tardy concluded (inaudible).   


           15       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  So, I mean, the -- the investigation 


           16  (inaudible) that there was no deputies there that -- who was 


           17  associated with the Executioners?  I'm just trying to 


           18  (inaudible).  There were people with an Executioners tattoo 


           19  allowed to, essentially, transfer within the Sheriff's 


           20  Department.  I'm trying to reconcile that investigation showed 


           21  nothing, but yet, apparently after the investigation, there 


           22  were a bunch of people that were transferred.   


           23            First of all, let me ask you first:  How many people 


           24  transferred out of the Compton station (inaudible) Executioners 


           25  tattoo?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            2       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  To the best of your knowledge.   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yeah.  (Inaudible).  We never actually 


            4  (inaudible) a tattoo (inaudible).  We just believed that they 


            5  did have tattoos because they were never there (inaudible).   


            6       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  I didn't say they were.   


            7            But my question is (inaudible) approximately how many 


            8  deputies (inaudible) out of the Compton station because they 


            9  might have had a Executioners tattoo?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe maybe a dozen or so.  


           11  (Inaudible).   


           12       COMMISSIONER BONNER:  (Inaudible) I'm not going to ask you 


           13  questions (inaudible).   


           14            Go ahead.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Thank you.   


           16            Do you know Lieutenant Waldie?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  What do you mean?  I know who he is, yes.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  And you know that he was assigned to 


           19  Compton?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           21       MR. PACHECO:  You know that he testified before this 


           22  commission?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           24       MR. PACHECO:  And do you know that he testified that he 


           25  was a Gladiator in Compton?   

                                               

                                                                             50 �





            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            2       MR. PACHECO:  And do you know that he testified that 


            3  Executioners existed in Compton?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.     


            5       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know whether this investigation 


            6  interviewed him to talk about the existence of Executioner 


            7  members in Compton?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I (indiscernible).   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  I want to turn to Exhibit 5 in your book.  


           10  This I will represent to you is a photograph of a leg tattoo on 


           11  a sheriff deputy of the Executioners logo.  Have you ever seen 


           12  that subgroup logo before?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, I have.  


           14       MR. PACHECO:  And is that an Executioner logo?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  According to the newspapers.  I haven't 


           16  seen it on an actual person.     


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.   


           18            So the only way you know that this is an Executioners 


           19  logo is because you read it in the newspaper?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know what deputy's leg that is, by 


           22  any chance?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Would it surprise you if it was  


           25  Deputy Aldama?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  It could be him.  (Inaudible).  Yeah.  It 


            2  could have been him.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And is that a fairly menacing tattoo?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  I guess I would say it is.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  Has fire and a skeletal figure; is that 


            6  right?  Is that what that is?   


            7            Or what is that?  Can you tell?  It's fire -- 


            8  right? -- there's flames.  Is that a helmet that that 


            9  (inaudible) or whatever (inaudible)?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  But you never seen that before in all of 


           12  your time in the Department?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  I've seen it through the pictures on 


           14  (inaudible).   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


           16            Do you know Jaime Juarez?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  You don't know if whether or not he was a 


           19  deputy then?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I know the name, sir.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know that he also testified in 


           22  litigation that he was an Executioner?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so, sir.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know that he had on his truck -- 


           25  we've seen other evidence in front of this commission of that 
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            1  figure on a flag, that Executioner, on his truck?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Did anyone in the investigation at Compton 


            4  interview Jaime Juarez?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Did you know whether or not Jaime Juarez was 


            7  a scheduling deputy in Compton during this investigation or the 


            8  time of the report?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's hard to know.  There was, at some 


           10  point in time, he was a scheduling deputy, yes.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  And as a scheduler, he had the ability to 


           12  assign shift work for certain deputies; is that correct?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes and no.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  Why yes and no?  I mean, he was the 


           15  scheduling deputy; right?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  But there's a chain of command (inaudible).   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  So he has an important voice though in what 


           18  shift work certain deputies get; correct?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so, sir.   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  And if he was, as he's testified, a member 


           21  of the Executioners, he could favor that subgroup over  


           22  non-subgroup members in connection with their shift work; 


           23  correct?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  In theory, yes.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  I want to go back to Exhibit 11.  Actually, 
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            1  not back.  Let's go to Exhibit 11.   


            2            This is testimony in a case by -- it says, "case of 


            3  Waldie versus County of Los Angeles," but it is testimony that 


            4  I want to read to you by one of the Department's deputies.   


            5            Question:  "Is there a voting process for determining 


            6       who gets to put that tattoo on their body?   


            7            Jaime Juarez' response:  "I wouldn't consider it a 


            8       voting process, no.   


            9            "What is the deliberative process for who gets that 


           10       tattoo?   


           11            "So the deputies that work patrol, these are the 


           12       deputies that are assigned to patrol, they would 


           13       roundtable.  Let's say, if they see a deputy that's 


           14       working the field that, you know, is out there doing -- 


           15       creating arrests, out there serving the public with honor 


           16       and respect, conducting ethical, proactive police work, 


           17       that's a leader at the station who mentors younger 


           18       deputies and treats them both, you know, the public and 


           19       other department members with respect.  Those are the 


           20       deputies that they would consider to be -- to offer them 


           21       that tattoo."   


           22            So is that how you came about your Caveman tattoo?  


           23  Was that the same deliberative roundtable process that you -- 


           24  do you know?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  Does it surprise you that Jaime Juarez, when 


            2  he testified that way about the Executioner tattoo that he 


            3  received?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  I have no knowledge (inaudible).   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  But some of this testimony overlaps with 


            6  some of your own; it's hardworking, good deputies that that's 


            7  how they're selected or come to a conclusion on (inaudible) how 


            8  they get a tattoo.   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  You keep using the term "deputy gang," 


           10  (inaudible) term, I won't respond to it.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  So are you just refusing to answer the 


           12  question?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  If you keep referring to deputy gangs.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  (Inaudible).  Let's make it even.   


           15            How about consistent with Penal Code 13670, were 


           16  there any -- what was the deliberative process, as far as you 


           17  know, for selecting for people who get a tattoo?  Did it 


           18  involve this roundtable process that is referenced here in this 


           19  testimony?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not to my knowledge, sir.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  To get a tattoo, was there a voting process 


           22  before somebody could get a tattoo?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I wouldn't know, sir.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  What would happen if someone got a tattoo 


           25  and it hadn't been voted upon?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Did you know of any deputies who had 


            3  unauthorized tattoos?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  The testimony continues: 


            6            "Who is 'they'?  Who are the 'they' that consider 


            7       whether or not that deputy will get the tattoo?   


            8            Answer:  "The deputies that have the tattoo that 


            9       still work Compton patrol.   


           10            "Is that voting done in person or via phone?   


           11            "(Inaudible) that I'm aware of were in person." 


           12            So that talks about a fairly deliberative process.  


           13  You don't remember any of that when you got your tattoo; 


           14  correct?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible), sir. 


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Was getting a tattoo a big deal to you at 


           17  the time?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  It's a memorable event; correct?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           21       MR. PACHECO:  I want to focus back on the exhibit that we 


           22  had up before, Exhibit 12, please.  If we can go back to the 


           23  entry on 11/27/2018 at 1300 hours.   


           24            I believe in connection with that entry you said that 


           25  you did not speak with Captain -- or Chief Burson; is that 
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            1  correct? 


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Correct.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever speak with Chief Burson about 


            4  his elevation to chief from captain?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  On his promotion, yes.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  And did you recommend to the former sheriff 


            7  that Chief Burson be elevated?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And did you talk to former  


           10  Sheriff Villanueva about that promotion in person?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Other than the two of you, was anyone else 


           13  present?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't recall.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Do you remember what was said?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       MR. PACHECO:  And Chief Burson testified before this body 


           18  that he was promoted one day before he received the order to 


           19  not investigate gangs in the Kennedy Hall investigation.  Do 


           20  you know that that (inaudible) testimony?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I am aware of that, sir.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Would it surprise you that that was his 


           23  testimony that he was promoted one day before he received the 


           24  order to not investigate gangs, law enforcement (inaudible)?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, it would, sir.   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  Do you understand how the community might be 


            2  suspicious of the planning of Chief Burson's elevation and 


            3  direction to not investigate sheriff deputy gang groups?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Possibly, yes.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  I want to take us back to East Los Angeles.  


            6  Are you familiar with the gang by the name of the Little Red 


            7  Devils?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Were they a exclusionary "subclique"?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Hard to know, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  And did they precede the Cavemen, or did 


           12  they come after?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  They preceded, sir.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  And do you know who would've seated the 


           15  Little Red Devils?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure.  Maybe (inaudible).   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  So it's the Little Red Devils, the Cavemen, 


           18  and then the Banditos in terms of order in East Los Angeles; is 


           19  that right? 


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  And were any sheriff's deputies members of 


           22  both the Little Red Devils, the Banditos, and the Caveman all 


           23  at the same time?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe it's possible.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And is it that it's not possible because the 
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            1  different gangs timed out after a certain period of time?  


            2  Like, those Little Red Devils would go for a certain period of 


            3  time, and then other (inaudible) would come along; is that how 


            4  that worked?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) transition to different groups.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


            7            Do you know how big the Little Red Devils were?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And do you know the name of any one Little 


           10  Red Devil member?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know the name of any one Bandito 


           13  member?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           15       MR. PACHECO:  You never got a tattoo with the Little Red 


           16  Devils or the Banditos?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Were you ever a member of the subgroup 


           19  Little Red Devils or the Banditos?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Was I ever a member of that group?   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Yes.   


           22            So just so we're clear.  You weren't a member of the 


           23  Little Red Devils or the Banditos?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)  


           25       MR. PACHECO:  How big were the Little Red Devils in terms 

                                               

                                                                             59 �





            1  of membership?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I couldn't speculate.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  How big were the Banditos in terms of 


            4  membership?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Would it surprise you if it was approaching 


            7  60 members?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not quite sure.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Are any members of the Little Red Devils 


           10  still in the Department, generally?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Are any members of the Banditos still in the 


           13  Department?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Who are they?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  You don't know, or you won't say?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Are there any members of the Caveman 


           20  subgroup that are still in the Department?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Did former Sheriff Villanueva know whether 


           23  or not you were a member of the subgroup the Cavemen when he 


           24  elevated you to assistant chief?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever talk with him about it?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And when Mr. Villanueva elevated you to 


            4  undersheriff, do you know whether he knew whether you had been 


            5  a member of the subgroup the Cavemen?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  And you don't recall him asking about your 


            8  membership in the Cavemen?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Before you promoted any deputy or suspended 


           11  any deputy, did you ask them whether they were a member of any 


           12  exclusionary subgroup or clique?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  That wouldn't be my role, sir. 


           14       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  That wouldn't be my role.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  So the answer is no?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  But you never asked a deputy sheriff whether 


           19  they were a member of an exclusionary subgroup or clique?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  That is not my role, sir.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  So the answer is no?    


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Let's shift our attention to the time that 


           24  you were City of Industry.   


           25            How long were you in Industry?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe (inaudible) in different ranks. 


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Huh?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Maybe 20 years through different ranks.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Twenty years.   


            5            What was your highest rank in the City of Industry? 


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Station captain.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Station captain, the equivalent of a, like, 


            8  a watch commander (inaudible)?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) station.   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


           11            So what is the role of the station commander?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Essentially, you're supposed to be like the 


           13  chief of police for (inaudible) areas and contract cities.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  So your title was station captain of 


           15  Industry?  That was your highest rank?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  At the station?   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Yes.   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.  


           20            Who did you report to?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  It would be -- they changed over 


           22  (inaudible) Chief Terracaro (phonetic), Commander Tescroggin 


           23  (phonetic), and (inaudible).   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  At the time you were at City of Industry, 


           25  did you ever investigate the existence of exclusionary 
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            1  subgroups or cliques at the Industry station?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            3       MR. PACHECO:  In your many years in the City of Industry 


            4  and at that station, did you ever hear of a subgroup by the 


            5  name of the Industry Indians?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            7       MR. PACHECO:  As you sit here now, do you know who is a 


            8  member of the Industry Indians?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Can you give us a single name of any member 


           11  of the Industry Indians?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           13       MR. PACHECO:  And is that because you refuse, or you don't 


           14  know the name of any member of the Industry Indians?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know their names, sir.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Were you a member of the Industry Indians? 


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Did you interact, as far as you know, with 


           19  any member of the Industry Indians?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Did the Industry Indians have a tattoo?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever see the tattoo?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know what the tattoo was?   

                                               

                                                                             63 �





            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  As far as I know (inaudible).   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Had you seen a deputy bearing that tattoo on 


            3  his hands, face, neck, or navel, what would you have done?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Nothing, sir.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  You know how long the Industry Indians 


            6  existed at the Industry station?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know whether the Industry Indians 


            9  still exist at the Industry station?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  As far as I know, yes, sir.    


           11       MR. PACHECO:  That they continue to exist at the Industry 


           12  station.   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  As far as I know, sir.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  How many members are there in this subgroup, 


           15  the Industry Indians?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Recently there was some press about the 


           18  Industry Indians.  Have you seen that press?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.  


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Are you aware that there was a confrontation 


           21  between some individuals, deputies who've had tattoos of 


           22  Industry Indians and members of the community?  Are you aware 


           23  of that?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And you're aware that there was a violent 
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            1  incident in February of 2022 with off-duty deputies from 


            2  Industry?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Are you referring to the second incident?   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Yes.  


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            6       MR. PACHECO:  And those off-duty deputies were involved in 


            7  an altercation at the Montclair Bowling Alley; is that right?  


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And were you aware of the incident in 2022? 


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           11       MR. PACHECO:  When did you first become aware of the 


           12  incident?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  In the newspaper, sir.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  No one in the Department told you about this 


           15  incident until you read it in the newspaper?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       MR. PACHECO:  (Inaudible)?     


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  What happens at the (inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Who would been tasked to investigate that 


           20  Industry Indians altercation?     


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  More than likely, it'd either be 


           22  (inaudible) or Internal Affairs if anyone was told to 


           23  investigate it.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Are you aware that one of the deputies 


           25  flashed a handgun at teenagers?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  In the newspaper, sir.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Are you aware in the newspaper that the 


            3  group of deputies had been drinking?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  According to the news media, yes, sir.      


            5       MR. PACHECO:  When you read that article, did you decide 


            6  to learn more about the event?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  So the first that you learned about it is 


            9  once you were retired?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  And did you read in the newspaper that the 


           12  allegation is that a deputy punched a teenager in the face?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  And you're aware in the press that the 


           15  deputy and sergeant had tattoos linked to that Industry Indians 


           16  subgroup?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  According to the media, sir?   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Correct.   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           20       MR. PACHECO:  And you don't know those particular 


           21  deputies?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) online.    


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know whether or not those deputies, 


           24  in fact, had Industry Indians tattoos?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  Were those deputies hardworking deputies?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Are you aware of testimony by  


            4  Chief of Staff Larry Del Mese before this commission where he 


            5  testified that he had been a member of the Grim Reapers, and he 


            6  removed his tattoo from his ankle?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so, sir, yes.   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know any single person who is a Grim 


            9  Reaper?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  According to what you're saying, Larry Del 


           11  Mese, so yes, sir.    


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Other than Chief of Staff Larry Del Mese, do 


           13  you know the name of any other single Grim Reaper now?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Let's go to Exhibit 6.   


           16            Have you ever heard of a subgroup by the name of the 


           17  Jump Out Boys?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know is that an exclusionary 


           20  subgroup?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  As far as I know, sir, yes.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  And is Exhibit 6, in front of you and also 


           23  on the screen, the logo for the Jump Out Boys?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  You know where they were located?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  From what I was told, they were members of 


            2  the Gang Enforcement Team.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  In what station?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe it's countywide.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  Countywide?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  And do you find that logo particularly 


            8  menacing with a skeleton pointing a gun?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know what the significance of the two 


           11  cards are?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           13       MR. PACHECO:  I'm not a poker player, but is that the dead 


           14  man's hand?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  What does OSS stand for?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Operation Safe Streets.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Operation Safe Streets? 


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Would that be a logo consistent with the 


           21  fundamental policies of professional policing?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  The logo, no, sir.    


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Want to turn your attention to an event that 


           24  happened in 2015, the off-duty shooting of a  


           25  Deputy Travis Jonsen.  Did you have any involvement with that 
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            1  at all?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Did you investigate or oversee the 


            4  investigation with regards to those events at all?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Where did it occur?     


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Kern County. 


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.      


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Have you learned about this or heard about 


            9  this in the media about the off-duty shooting in 2015, Deputy 


           10  Travis Jonsen at all, in the media or otherwise?  Did you hear 


           11  about that?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  You didn't hear about it?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.  


           16            Before I put up the next exhibit, if anybody's 


           17  particularly squeamish, turn away.  I guess you would consider 


           18  this a trigger warning.   


           19            If you can look at this Exhibit 7, please.  We'll get 


           20  it up on the screen.   


           21            Have you ever seen this particular photo before?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know what this photo is?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe it's a (inaudible).   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  (Inaudible).  This was in the newspaper, as 
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            1  far as you remember?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And this is Deputy Jonsen's ankle, and looks 


            4  like a gunshot wound to his tattoo; is that correct?  


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so, sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know weather this was investigated by 


            7  the Department, either IAB or ICIB?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know.  It should've been, yes, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And do you know whether or not the tattoo 


           10  was shot because it was an unauthorized tattoo?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I couldn't say, sir.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  We can take that down off the screen.   


           13            Was there a exclusionary subgroup in the county's 


           14  jail system called the 2000 Boys?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  According to news reports, yes.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  As far as you know, you don't have any other 


           17  information other than what you read in the newspaper about the 


           18  2000 Boys?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           20       MR. PACHECO:  How about the 3000 Boys?  Were they a 


           21  subgroup in the county's jail system, and do you know anything 


           22  about them other than what you read in the newspapers?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.  Just read it in the newspapers.    


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Once you read about them in the newspapers, 


           25  did that trigger any inquiry in your mind to investigate the 
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            1  2000 or 3000 Boys?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Can you say that again, sir?   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Sure.  Fair enough.   


            4            Did you ever investigate the 2000 Boys, whether they 


            5  actually existed?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever investigate whether the 3000 


            8  Boys actually existed?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.  (Inaudible) I believe (inaudible) 


           10  administration.  So it happened before we came into office.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.  


           12            But did you ever investigate the jails to determine 


           13  whether they had any active exclusionary subgroups or cliques?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Did you and Sheriff Villanueva ever make a 


           16  conscious decision not to inform the public about the existence 


           17  of cliques or exclusionary subgroups in the Department?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           19       MR. PACHECO:  At any time during your tenure as the 


           20  undersheriff, did you initiate an investigation into the 


           21  existence of subgroups or cliques in the Department?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) in the IA interviews at Compton 


           23  station.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  The Internal Affairs of the Compton station 


           25  was the closest.  But that, I believe you testified before, 
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            1  wasn't connected (inaudible) to the existence of subgroups in 


            2  Compton; am I wrong about that?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was in terms of finding out the 


            4  existence of the group and then (inaudible).   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


            6            But other than that, there was no other investigation 


            7  that you initiated into the existence of subgroups or cliques 


            8  in the Department?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible), sir. 


           10       MR. PACHECO:  And anytime during your tenure as the 


           11  undersheriff, you never investigated to find out the number of 


           12  people involved in exclusionary subgroups or cliques?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           14       MR. PACHECO:  When I say "you," I mean the Department.  Is 


           15  that clear?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  That's clear, sir.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  And at any time in your tenure as the 


           18  undersheriff, you never investigated the impacts on the 


           19  community that exclusionary subgroups or cliques have on the 


           20  Department?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so, sir.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  At any time during your tenure as the 


           23  undersheriff, did you facilitate the Office of Inspector 


           24  General's investigation into the existence or membership of 


           25  subgroups, cliques?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  We provided information to them, but I'm 


            2  not sure what you mean by "facilitate." 


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Well, at any time during your tenure in the 


            4  Department, did you obstruct or hinder the inspector general's 


            5  investigation into exclusionary subgroups or cliques?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            7       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Can you -- do you need a break?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            9       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Mr. Pacheco, would this be a good time to 


           10  take a quick -- short break?   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Let's take a break.   


           12       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.   


           13            So why don't we take a 15-minute break.    


           14                  (A 15-minute recess was taken.) 


           15       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Can we get started?   


           16            I guess Mr. Bonner had to leave, but I think the rest 


           17  of us are here.   


           18            (Inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Thank you.   


           20            Sir, do you understand that you're still under oath? 


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           22       MR. PACHECO:  I'm going to ask you turn to  


           23  Exhibit Number 8, and that's up on the screen, in part.  And I 


           24  will represent to you -- but I want you to look at it -- that 


           25  it is a letter from the Office of Inspector General to the 
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            1  former sheriff, dated January 19, 2022, requesting detailed 


            2  information about, in their language, deputy gangs.  Do you see 


            3  that letter?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  Do you remember receiving that letter? 


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Do you acknowledge that that letter is 


            8  seeking information about deputy gangs?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Do you acknowledge that that letter is 


           11  seeking information about deputy gangs?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           13       MR. PACHECO:  And we're going to turn to Exhibit Number 9.   


           14            You can turn to that in the binder, and then it'll 


           15  be, in part, on the screen.  It's a letter from you, dated 


           16  February 10, 2022, to Max Huntsman, the inspector general.  Do 


           17  you see that letter?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           19       MR. PACHECO:  And do you see that it's in response to the 


           20  January 19, 2022 letter?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           22       MR. PACHECO:  And do you see that it's a letter affixing 


           23  on page 2, your signature:  Timothy K. Murakami?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And it's signed in your role as 
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            1  undersheriff.   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And in that -- does that help you remember 


            4  the January 19 request?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Do you remember this letter?  The February 


            7  10, 2022 letter.     


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Do you remember refusing to provide 


           10  information to the Office of Inspector General with regard to 


           11  deputy gangs?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe -- well, I think all the 


           13  information that he requested had already been provided.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  So the way you read your February 10 letter 


           15  was that you had already provided the information so you 


           16  weren't going to provide it again?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so, but I couldn't tell you 


           18  (inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  And then I'm going to ask you to turn to 


           20  Exhibit Number 10 in your binder.  We'll put that on our own 


           21  screen.  And I will represent to you that Exhibit 10 is a 


           22  letter dated March 21st, 2022, from the Office of Inspector 


           23  General.  It is signed by the inspector general, Max Huntsman, 


           24  requesting the same information being requested in January of 


           25  that year, to which the Department responded in your letter 
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            1  that they would not provide.   


            2            And it also addresses on page 4 that they have not 


            3  received the information that you -- that the Department said 


            4  it had already produced.  In fact, in the second line on page 4 


            5  of the second paragraph, it says -- Well, the first line:   


            6            "Undersheriff Murakami's letter contends that the OIG 


            7       is requesting records it already possesses or has viewed.  


            8       This is inaccurate because OIG is requesting many records 


            9       that it does not have.  Moreover, the Sheriff's Department 


           10       is required to produce all records related to OIG's 


           11       Section 13670 investigation, including references provided 


           12       previously so OIG can ensure that production is complete 


           13       and that there is a clear trail of documents and 


           14       information produced to the Department pertaining to this 


           15       investigation." 


           16            So, sir, do you contend that the Department provided 


           17  the materials despite the OIG's March 21 correspondence?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe we did.  Yes, sir.    


           19       MR. PACHECO:  So in response to this March 21st letter, 


           20  the Department did not provide any additional materials to the 


           21  OIG; is that correct?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so, sir.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Was this a instance where the Department 


           24  refused to provide materials to the OIG in its investigation of 


           25  deputy gangs?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, I believe that he was provided 


            2  information.  I'm not sure it goes to the extent that he is 


            3  requesting.  But I know that I believe it was (inaudible).  I 


            4  think we had to get it back and try and (inaudible) and OIG.  


            5  (Inaudible) they said they didn't receive some, if we could 


            6  verify what's been sent.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  So do you believe Mr. Huntsman's statement 


            8  that this is inaccurate because OIG is requesting many 


            9  documents it does not have -- is inaccurate?  Do you think his 


           10  statement's inaccurate in that letter?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.  (Inaudible).   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Did you write back to him in response to  


           13  Mr. Huntsman's March 21, 2022 letter?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don’t recall, sir.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever provide additional documents 


           16  (inaudible) the Department to the OIG in connection with its 


           17  investigation of deputy gangs?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I'm not sure exactly what we sent 


           19  them.  They said (inaudible).   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Did you oversee the production of any 


           21  documents in connection with this body's investigation of 


           22  deputy gangs?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Are you respectful of the Civilian Oversight 


           25  over law enforcement?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Do you believe civilians have a value in 


            3  responsibility to oversee law enforcement?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            5       MR. PACHECO:  And do you believe that they should have 


            6  access to important documents and materials so that they can 


            7  exercise that function responsibly?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  It depends upon the (inaudible) what they 


            9  can or cannot see.   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  A (inaudible) personnel records or things 


           11  permitted by law, isn't there (inaudible) that the Department 


           12  can provide that will shed some light on this issue of deputy 


           13  gangs?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think so.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  And yet, the Department didn't provide that 


           16  information to this file?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I'm not sure, sir.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  And the Department did not bend over 


           19  backwards to provide information to the Office of Inspector 


           20  General.  In fact, in response to their written inquiries, did 


           21  not provide additional material; is that true?     


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I'm not sure, sir.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  And do you acknowledge that Penal Code 13670 


           24  requires the Department to provide records as requested by the 


           25  Office of Inspector General, don't you?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure what the statute requires.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  Let's take a look at it.   It is Exhibit 3.  


            3  And let's go to the bottom -- focus on the bottom.   


            4            I'm better reading it from this copy.  It says, in 


            5  part, sir, toward the end of that statute, Penal Code 13670: 


            6            "A law enforcement agency shall cooperate in any 


            7       investigation into these gangs" -- their word, not  


            8       mine -- "by an inspector general" -- like Huntsman -- "the 


            9       attorney general, or any other authorized agency." 


           10            Do you see that language?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           12       MR. PACHECO:  So at the -- when this law was passed, this 


           13  is a law that the Department focused on; right?  This was a 


           14  relatively recent law and caused some review by the Department. 


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think that the problem that we run into 


           16  may be a difference of opinion within the highlighted area, the 


           17  definition of what a deputy gang is.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Well, let's -- I'm glad you mentioned that.  


           19  Let's go up to the first part.   


           20            And so, "Law enforcement gang is defined as a group 


           21       of peace officers within a law enforcement agency who may 


           22       identify themselves by name and may be associated with an 


           23       identifying symbol, including but not limited to, matching 


           24       tattoos, and who engage in a pattern of on-duty behavior 


           25       that intentionally violates the law or fundamental 
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            1       principles of professional policing."   


            2            Do you see that language?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  That's pretty broad language; right? 


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  So this would apply to any instances, you 


            7  would agree, that -- where there's a negative impact on the 


            8  fundamental principles of professional policing; correct?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  That's a matter of interpretation, sir.   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Where?  Let's look at that language.  It's 


           11  pretty clear -- isn't it? -- that it applies to any gang who 


           12  engage in a pattern of on-duty behavior that intentionally 


           13  violates the law or fundamental principles of professional 


           14  policing.  You see that language.   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  It goes further, sir.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Oh.   


           17            "Including but not limited to excluding, harassing, 


           18       or discriminating against any individual based on 


           19       protected category under federal or state 


           20       antidiscrimination laws, engaging in or promoting conduct 


           21       that violates the rights of other employees or members of 


           22       the public, violating agency policy, the persistent 


           23       practice on unlawful detention or use of excessive force 


           24       in circumstances where it is known to be unjustified."  


           25            And it keeps going.  That's pretty broad; is that 
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            1  not?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  That doesn't go toward what they mean by 


            3  professional policing (inaudible).   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  So your view with this is a narrow statute?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Say again.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  It's in your view that this is a narrow 


            7  statute, that it doesn't apply to deputy gangs?  I'm just 


            8  trying to understand your view.   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Based upon how you define deputy gangs, 


           10  you're using a broad definition which doesn't apply.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  But isn't law enforcement gangs a broad 


           12  definition under Penal Code -- 


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  -- 13670?     


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  I see.   


           17            Is that why you didn't investigate subgroups and 


           18  cliques because this language, you think, is not precise?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  As far as a investigation, (inaudible) some 


           20  type of criminal operation or violation of policy in order to 


           21  look into (inaudible).   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  But it doesn't require a violation of 


           23  policy.  Yes, it does require, in some instances, if there's a 


           24  violation of law, it applies.  But it also applies if there is 


           25  a violation of fundamental principles of professional policing; 
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            1  right?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes.  But it's defined in the following 


            3  sentence what they mean by that.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Right.  In a very broad way; right?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's (inaudible) of what they're talking 


            6  about in terms of professional policing (inaudible).   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  I think we'll part company, but we'll leave 


            8  it to the language that this statute is being very broad.   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Sorry.  What's that?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  We can agree to disagree.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  I think we're disagreeing.  This seems to be 


           13  a very broad statute, but you're saying that you read it very 


           14  limited way.  And because you read it in a limited way, did you 


           15  then refuse to produce documents to the OIG; is that -- 


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  We gave them documents (inaudible).   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever go to county counsel to get 


           18  some guidance on the legal interpretation of this particular 


           19  statute?   


           20       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'm going to object.  (Inaudible).   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  I'm not going to ask what the county counsel 


           22  told you.  But did you go to them to ask for their 


           23  interpretation of California Penal Code 13670?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.  The constitution of policing 


           25  person and (inaudible).   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  Did you go to the constitutional policing 


            2  person?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  And who's that person?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  That'd be (Inaudible).   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  When did you go to that person?  


            7  (Inaudible).   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Did you go to county counsel to discuss 


           10  California Penal Code 13670?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so, sir.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Who, at county counsel's office, did you 


           13  speak with about Section 13670?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I couldn't say for sure.  I'm assuming it 


           15  would've been (Inaudible).   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Come again.   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Anybody else at the County Counsel's Office 


           19  that you spoke to about 13670?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so. 


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Did you have any emails, texts, Post-it 


           22  notes, or other communications with county counsel about the 


           23  application of California Penal Code Section 13670?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Did you have any text, emails, written 
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            1  communication with the Office of the Inspector General, other 


            2  than the letters we've seen, about the breadth of California 


            3  Penal Code Section 13670?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't know, sir.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  And you're not a lawyer?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Excuse me?   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  You're not a lawyer?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  During your time at the Department, did 


           10  Sheriff Villanueva ever direct you not to investigate the 


           11  existence, scope, membership, or actions of subcliques or 


           12  subgroups in the Department?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           14       MR. PACHECO:  And by the way, since that language is up on 


           15  law enforcement... 


           16            You see the language that -- where it says that a law 


           17  enforcement gang -- it says "who may identify themselves by 


           18  name and may be associated with an identifying symbol, 


           19  including but" -- this language -- "but not limited to..."   


           20            So when it says "but not limited to," that's a 


           21  broader expression of that language, rather than a narrower 


           22  expression of the language.  Would you agree?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not quite sure, sir.   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  During your time at the Department, did 


           25  former Sheriff Villanueva ever direct you to not investigate 
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            1  the impacts of sheriff deputy gangs, subgroups, cliques, or law 


            2  enforcement gangs on the community?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Certain sheriff personnel have spoken to the 


            5  press, such as The New Yorker, Knock LA, The LA Times, and to 


            6  this body how they've been targeted by exclusionary subgroups 


            7  or cliques in the Department.  Are you aware of any of those 


            8  types of allegations?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           10       MR. PACHECO:  And what did you do in response to any 


           11  allegations of retaliation on deputies by any subgroups or 


           12  cliques?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe that each (inaudible) was 


           14  investigated by Internal Affairs.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Did you direct any of those investigations? 


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       MR. PACHECO:  What were the findings of any of those 


           18  investigations?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe they came out with no evidence 


           20  stating that (inaudible).  And I believe all those allegations 


           21  (inaudible).   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Was any deputy or any personnel in the 


           23  Sheriff's Department harassed as a result of their cooperation 


           24  with this body?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  And do you know of any deputies or staff in 


            2  the Department who were harassed as a result of their 


            3  cooperation in any inquiries about subgroups or cliques?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know whether or not former  


            6  Sheriff Villanueva ever attempted to become a member of a 


            7  subgroup or a clique?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  No knowledge?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No knowledge.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think it's inconsistent with the 


           12  fundamental principles of professional policing to have groups 


           13  and the Department that exclude women, black people, and gay 


           14  people? 


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  I never heard of anybody being excluded.  


           16  It would be wrong, if that's true.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  And it would be wrong such that it would 


           18  violate the fundamental principles of professional policing; 


           19  correct?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  And you think that it enhances community 


           22  police relations for the Department to have groups that exclude 


           23  women, black people, or gay people?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  You're making it sound (inaudible).   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think it's illegal for cliques 
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            1  operating in the Sheriff's Department to exclude women?  If you 


            2  know.  Again, you're not a lawyer.  But do you know if it's 


            3  illegal for cliques operating in the Sheriff's Department to 


            4  exclude women?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't think it'd be illegal, but 


            6  (inaudible).  I'm not sure why, but I don't think it's against 


            7  the law.  It's a private (inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Well, do you think it's illegal for cliques 


            9  operating in the Department to exclude black people?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure if the word "illegal" would 


           11  apply.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Same question.  Do you think it's illegal 


           13  for cliques operating in the Sheriff's Department to exclude 


           14  any member of the LGBTQ community?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.  That'd be illegal, sir.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think it's consistent with the 


           17  fundamental principles of professional policy to investigate 


           18  complaints about the existence of subgroups that exclude black 


           19  people, women, or gay people?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Say again -- can you ask that again?   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Of course.   


           22            Do you think that it's inconsistent with the 


           23  fundamental principles of professional policing to investigate 


           24  complaints about the existence of subgroups that exclude black 


           25  people, women, and gay people?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe that if a complaint of that 


            2  nature was received, they should investigate.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Would you view this commission's actions as 


            4  that kind of a complaint?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)  


            6       MR. PACHECO:  (Inaudible) desire to investigate?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  You're making it -- there's no official 


            8  allegation of exclusion of any group (inaudible).  April Tardy 


            9  testified about the exclusion of blacks (inaudible) station 


           10  tattoo.  So that in itself is (inaudible).   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Let's talk about that then.  You said that 


           12  April Tardy has a station tattoo; correct?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  What's the tattoo of?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's a Temple -- it's a Temple V  


           16  (inaudible) station tattoo.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Is Temple V a exclusionary subgroup?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know why she got that tattoo?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  She stated that same thing that the 


           21  (inaudible) said; it was station pride and being considered a 


           22  deputy.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever talk to April Tardy about the 


           24  tattoo?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever hear from her why she got the 


            2  tattoo or didn't you get the tattoo?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            4       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever see her tattoo?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Was the subgroup in Temple a violent 


            7  subgroup?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not that I know, sir, no.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know any members of the subgroup in 


           10  Temple station?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I just stated one, but other than that, I'm 


           12  not sure, sir.   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  So other than what you're saying about  


           14  April Tardy, do you know any other member of the Temple 


           15  subgroup?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       MR. PACHECO:  And you've never looked into it further to 


           18  investigate members of the Temple subgroup?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Would you agree that subgroups -- 


           21  exclusionary subgroups undermine the chain of command and 


           22  discipline in the Department?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  They should not impact chain of command or 


           24  discipline.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Have you ever heard of subgroups engaging in 
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            1  work slowdowns in stations if they don't get what they want?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, if you're referring to East LA and 


            3  Compton by April Tardy, these are facts, and it was proven that 


            4  it wasn't (inaudible).   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  And who investigated that?  You said April 


            6  Tardy?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  April Tardy.   


            8            And she did direct that at both East LA and Compton 


            9  because there were allegations of work slowdown, and I had her 


           10  look into it.  And both of them showed there was no work 


           11  slowdown.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Was that in a written report?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  And what group was involved with  


           15  April Tardy investigating work slowdown?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  It would be her chain of command, the 


           17  lieutenant commander or captain giving direction as to 


           18  (inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Did Internal Affairs or any other group look 


           20  into work slowdown issues?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever initiate an investigation into 


           23  subgroups and their use of excessive force against citizens?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Did I ever initiate it, sir?  No, sir.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know whether anybody in the 
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            1  Department initiated an investigation about subgroups and their 


            2  use of excessive force against citizens?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  There is -- besides making sure (inaudible) 


            4  investigation (inaudible) excessive force, but (inaudible) 


            5  subgroup, I'm not sure (inaudible).  But I did have Risk 


            6  Management Bureau look into the correlation between officer-


            7  involved shootings and the alleged members who were in 


            8  subgroups, and they found no correlation.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  They found a correlation?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  No correlation.   


           12            And was that a written report?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  And who conducted that investigation?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  It'd be Risk Management.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Who at Risk Management conducted that 


           17  investigation?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Every member -- (inaudible).   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  When was that conducted?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Probably years ago.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  And what did -- a particular station or 


           22  stations that were -- 


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) look at it over -- I believe it 


           24  had to do with civil suits, but I couldn't confirm that.  


           25  (Inaudible).   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  So was it conducted in connection with civil 


            2  suit but not a larger inquiry into the issue?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think so, (inaudible).   


            4       MR. PACHECO:  As undersheriff or at any time in the 


            5  Department, you didn't refer law enforcement gangs, subgroups, 


            6  cliques to the California Attorney General for investigation; 


            7  is that right?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  "No, sir," you did not refer them?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  And you did not refer any subgroup or clique 


           12  issue or issues to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 


           13  investigation?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe -- well, I think that we 


           15  discussed both the allegation at Compton station and East LA 


           16  station to the FBI and gave them whatever data we had.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  But did you ever go to the FBI and say, "Can 


           18  you assist and look at this greater issue about exclusionary 


           19  subgroups or cliques in the Department"?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  The Department is (inaudible) at East LA 


           21  and Compton together.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Do you think that the Department can 


           23  capably, fully, completely investigate subgroups and cliques in 


           24  the Department, generally, internally?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Can you say that again?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Sure.   


            2            Do you think that the Department can fully, 


            3  completely, capably investigate itself as it relates to 


            4  subgroups and cliques?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think there could be (inaudible) 


            6  investigation.   But, again, you run into the problem with 


            7  employee rights, you know, where you're going to run into 


            8  issues.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  All right.  So, no.  I hear you about 


           10  challenges to investigation, but my question is slightly 


           11  different, and that is:  Do you think that the Department can 


           12  police itself, in that, can it investigate subgroups and 


           13  cliques fully and fairly?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, I do.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Who in the Department -- what group would be 


           16  responsible for such an investigation if one was ever to 


           17  investigate?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, the Internal Affairs, if there's 


           19  anything involving policy violation (inaudible) criminal 


           20  investigations.   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  The investigations that you think of though 


           22  related to specific misconduct, as opposed to be sort of a 


           23  general inquiry about whether subgroups and cliques exist in 


           24  the Department; is that right?  Is that how you -- 


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  You never directed and don't know about any 


            2  investigation overall about subgroups or cliques in the 


            3  Department; correct?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Correct.  


            5       MR. PACHECO:  And do you think that the Department will 


            6  ever be in a place where it will investigate itself fully and 


            7  completely as to subgroups and cliques?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I'm not sure, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  And you're not sure, why?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Because of the fact that it's  


           11  Sheriff Luna's department now, and all he's concerned about is 


           12  legal (inaudible).  I think there's (inaudible).   


           13       MR. PACHECO:  So do you think an outside agency is needed 


           14  in order to get to the bottom of this problem in the Sheriff's 


           15  Department about subgroups and cliques?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Could be.  Like I said, (inaudible) to both 


           17  East LA and Compton.  In East LA and Compton, (inaudible) so 


           18  it's an open investigation.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever look for any power in your role 


           20  in the Sheriff's Department to the Los Angeles District 


           21  Attorney's Office for investigation?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  In connection with what?   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Connection with subgroups.   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And as undersheriff, did you ever refer any 

                                               

                                                                             94 �





            1  subgroup matter to the LA District Attorney's Office for 


            2  prosecution?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Not my role, sir.     


            4       MR. PACHECO:  When you were the undersheriff, were any 


            5  deputies terminated for participation in sheriff deputy gangs, 


            6  subgroups, or exclusionary groups?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  As undersheriff, did you ever direct ICIB or 


            9  IAB to question deputies about their participation in 


           10  exclusionary subgroups or cliques?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Did Sheriff Villanueva do so?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  When were you promoted to assistant chief of 


           15  patrol operations?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think you mean the Sheriff (inaudible)?   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Yes.   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  That was in December, 2017, I believe.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  When did you first learn that you had been 


           20  promoted to assistant sheriff?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  It wasn't that much before that 


           22  (inaudible).   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Who told you that you would be promoted?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Sheriff Villanueva.   


           25       MR. PACHECO:  When did you actually first start in your 
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            1  role as assistant sheriff?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  That would be (inaudible) December of 2017. 


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And you were promoted three ranks at once 


            4  from captain to assistant sheriff; is that correct?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            6       MR. PACHECO:  And then shortly after that, you were 


            7  elevated to undersheriff in March of 2019?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  2018, sir.   


            9       MR. PACHECO:  2018.   


           10            When were you told that you would be --  


           11       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  (No audible response.)  


           12       MR. PACHECO:  -- sorry.   


           13       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  (Inaudible) when Alex Villanueva was 


           14  elected Sheriff.  (Inaudible) elected Sheriff in December of 


           15  2018, served as Sheriff from '19, '20, '21, '22.  December '22, 


           16  he lost the election, at which time, Sheriff Luna became 


           17  Sheriff.  So, you know, (inaudible) I want to say when he was 


           18  elected Sheriff, he wasn't Sheriff in December, 2017 -- it's 


           19  '18, '19, 2020, and then (inaudible).   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  When were you told that you were first 


           21  elevated to undersheriff?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  That would've been March of (inaudible).   


           23       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  (Inaudible).   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yeah, I believe 2018 -- '19?     


           25       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  '19.   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Okay.   


            2            2019.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Yeah, thanks.   


            4       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Absolutely.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  Who told you that would first be elevated to 


            6  undersheriff?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  Sheriff Villanueva.   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  At some point, Sheriff Villanueva appointed 


            9  you to the Truth and Reconciliation panel; correct? 


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           11       MR. PACHECO:  And you oversaw that panel?   


           12       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible) has to do with deputy 


           13  gangs.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  It had to do with deputy gangs too.   


           15       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (No audible response.)    


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  Okay.  


           17            Yes, he did.     


           18       MR. PACHECO:  Do you know Carl Mandoyan?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, I do.    


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Was he a Grim Reaper?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.   


           22       MR. PACHECO:  Let's go to Exhibit 14.  And Exhibit 14 was 


           23  the logo we looked at before; that's a Grim Reaper logo.   


           24            Do you know whether Mr. Mandoyan had a Grim Reaper 


           25  tattoo?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't know, sir.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  And Mr. Mandoyan was affiliated in South 


            3  Los Angeles station of the Sheriff's Department?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  And his matter came up for review before 


            6  you; correct?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  Say again.     


            8       MR. PACHECO:  His matter came before review in front of 


            9  you on the Truth and Reconciliation?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Who sat on the Truth and Reconciliation 


           12  panel with you?   


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was myself -- it's hard to recall right 


           14  now, but the assistant sheriffs, Chief Vera (phonetic), all of 


           15  our Internal Affairs, (inaudible).   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  How frequently did it meet?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)  


           18       MR. PACHECO:  How frequently did it meet?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  That's up to the person (inaudible).   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Who came up with the name, the Truth and 


           21  Reconciliation Committee?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe the Sheriff.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Sheriff Villanueva?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           25       MR. PACHECO:  And was this Truth and Reconciliation 
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            1  Committee created just to handle the Mandoyan matter?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Did it handle other matters?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.   


            5       MR. PACHECO:  It was disbanded at some point; correct? 


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Why?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  Because of the -- I believe the County 


            9  entered a lawsuit, or somebody did, regarding Carl Mandoyan.   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  And what was the issue with regard to  


           11  Mr. Mandoyan in the Truth and Reconciliation Committee?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Whether or not that he got a fair review, 


           13  and whether exculpatory evidence was being excluded.   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  Was it the review of his history of criminal 


           15  violations?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  We didn't look at anything additional.  We 


           17  just looked at the case itself.   


           18       MR. PACHECO:  And what did the case itself involve?   


           19       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible).   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Let me put it to you this way:  Had  


           21  Mr. Mandoyan been terminated from the Department at some point?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  And then, he appeared before the panel that 


           24  you chaired, and he was reinstated; is that correct?  


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  He didn't appear.  But the investigation 
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            1  was under review, and then, yes, he was reinstated.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  And you knew at the time that he was 


            3  reinstated that he was a member of the Grim Reapers.   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Even when you asked me did I know, I can't 


            5  say I know, but that's what people are saying.  I think it 


            6  might have been in the media reports.   


            7       MR. PACHECO:  At the time that you were chairing this 


            8  panel, had you known he was a Grim Reaper, would you have 


            9  reinstated?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  In your time at LASD, did you ever 


           12  discriminate against someone on the basis of race?   


           13              (Mr. Murakami and his counsel confer.) 


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


           15       MR. PACHECO:  Did you ever use racial epithets or ethnic 


           16  slurs to describe your subordinates?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           18       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.  You're going to answer the 


           19  question.   


           20       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible) court order 


           21  (inaudible).   


           22       CHAIR KENNEDY:  (Inaudible)  law enforcement gangs 


           23  discriminate based on race and religion?     


           24       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible) racial epithets 


           25  (inaudible).   
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  Let me ask you this way:  Are you aware of 


            2  two public lawsuits, one by Carlos Parga and one by a  


            3  Tracy Stewart, against the Department based on their work at 


            4  the Industry station and their involvement with you?   


            5       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible) two protective orders 


            6  that are in place for each of those not to discuss the content 


            7  of (inaudible).   


            8       MR. PACHECO:  Why don't we -- 


            9       CHAIR KENNEDY:  This is publicly available information.  


           10  You don't need to have (inaudible) -- 


           11       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The complaints were (inaudible).   


           12       CHAIR KENNEDY:  This was widely reported.   


           13       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'm just telling you there are 


           14  protective orders that are in place for you (inaudible) issued 


           15  by the Court.   


           16       MR. PACHECO:  Just so that we're clear here, did 


           17  Mr. Murakami sign onto those protective orders?   


           18       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I believe his counsel did.   


           19       MR. PACHECO:  And so you have counsel in connection with 


           20  the (inaudible)?   


           21       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'm not working with anyone.  I've 


           22  been given direction by his counsel that involves (inaudible) 


           23  what he can answer; so (inaudible).   


           24       MR. PACHECO:  Here's what I would recommend:  Let's now 


           25  take our 10-minute break and we'll come back, because I have 
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            1  some thoughts about that.   


            2       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Sure.  It's (inaudible).   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  Thank you.   


            4                  (A 10-minute recess was taken.)   


            5       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Mister -- Counsel, whenever you're ready.   


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Thank you.   


            7            Mr. Chairman, we have one additional document.  We're 


            8  going to label it in order in our binder as number 17, and 


            9  we'll hand it out now.   


           10       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Sure.   


           11       MR. PACHECO:  Mr. Murakami, I have enough time for you and 


           12  your counsel to review what's been marked as Exhibit Number 17, 


           13  and I'll ask you questions about it.   


           14            I will just represent for purposes of the record, it 


           15  is a letter from county counsel, dated March 6, 2024, to the 


           16  commission's chair in response to a Public Records Act request, 


           17  attaching information that was provided in response to that 


           18  inquiry.   


           19              (Mr. Murakami and his counsel confer.) 


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Sir, have you had the opportunity to review 


           21  Exhibit 17?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           23       MR. PACHECO:  And I know that you wouldn't have seen the 


           24  March 6, '24 letter.  I just wanted you to see it, that it is 


           25  material produced in response to a Public Records Act request.   
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            1            Do you see that letter?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            3       MR. PACHECO:  And attached to it is the Sheriff's 


            4  Department -- there's two documents and those are -- have you 


            5  ever see those two documents before?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.  No, sir.     


            7       MR. PACHECO:  Okay.  


            8            And are you familiar with the County Equity Oversight 


            9  panel?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, I am.  


           11       MR. PACHECO:  What is that?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's a panel that reviews allegations of 


           13  policy and equity (inaudible).   


           14       MR. PACHECO:  And in September of 2020, that panel 


           15  concluded you'd violated the Department's policy against racial 


           16  discrimination and harassment; is that correct?   


           17       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't believe that (inaudible) 


           18  what it provided (inaudible) these documents are a part of his 


           19  personnel file, which is protected (inaudible) as well as 


           20  everything (inaudible) consent dealing with (inaudible).   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Mr. Murakami, I want you to look at the 


           22  document dated September 15, 2020, from Scott Gage, the 


           23  commander of South Patrol Division to the County Equity 


           24  Oversight panel.  And there were two allegations against you 


           25  that the panel considered; is that correct?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


            2       MR. PACHECO:  And one of the charges was unfounded, the 


            3  policy of equality discrimination based on race and sexual 


            4  orientation; is that correct?    


            5              (Mr. Murakami and his counsel confer.) 


            6       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible) objection that these 


            7  are public documents related to his personnel file (inaudible) 


            8  being questioned about this (inaudible).    


            9       CHAIR KENNEDY:  This is a public document that was 


           10  produced last night by the county counsel pursuant to a public 


           11  record that requests a public document.   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Mr. Murakami, does this document reflect 


           13  that the panel found that it was unfounded that you had 


           14  violated the policy of equality discrimination based on race 


           15  and sexual orientation?   


           16       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Once again, while it hasn't been 


           17  provided, I agree with the county counsel determination 


           18  (inaudible) that it's still exempt and privileged pursuant to 


           19  852.7, as well as Government Code Section 3300 et seq. 


           20  (Inaudible).   


           21       MR. PACHECO:  Yes or no?   


           22       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible).   


           23       MR. PACHECO:  Are you refusing to answer based on 


           24  instruction from your counsel?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    
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            1       MR. PACHECO:  And I'm going to ask you a series of other 


            2  questions.  If you follow the instruction, that's fine.  We'll 


            3  just make it clear on the record.   


            4            Is it true that on September 15, 2020, or thereabout, 


            5  that the County Equity Oversight found that the charge against 


            6  you for policy of equality inappropriate conduct toward others 


            7  based on race was unfoundable?   


            8       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have the same objection on that 


            9  (inaudible).   


           10       MR. PACHECO:  Again, do you refuse to answer the question?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           12       MR. PACHECO:  Do you see where the panel had recommended a 


           13  written reprimand to the Sheriff's Department about you based 


           14  on their findings?  Do you see that?   


           15       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Same objection and advice to my 


           16  client.   


           17       MR. PACHECO:  Are you following the advice of you counsel 


           18  not to respond?   


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           20       MR. PACHECO:  And is it true that despite the 


           21  recommendation of the County Equity Oversight panel to 


           22  institute discipline in the form of a written reprimand for 


           23  violation of the policy, inappropriate conduct toward others 


           24  based on race, that the Department, nonetheless, refused to 


           25  impose any discipline?   
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            1       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Once again, I'll impose the same 


            2  objection and advice to my client.   


            3       MR. PACHECO:  So based on your advice of counsel, you're 


            4  not going to respond; is that correct?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            6       MR. PACHECO:  Mr. Kennedy, I don't have further questions 


            7  at this time.   


            8       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.   


            9            So I guess some (inaudible) county counsel's 


           10  (inaudible).  (Inaudible) reason for all kinds of things today 


           11  that being in a hearing, county counsel's produced these 


           12  documents (inaudible) public records (inaudible) not going to 


           13  answer questions about (inaudible).  For the record, 


           14  (inaudible).   


           15       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  As I am personal counsel,  


           16  Mr. Chairman, my interpretation is completely different than 


           17  yours.  So while I expect (inaudible) follow by my (inaudible).   


           18       CHAIR KENNEDY:  No, I understand, and I'm glad you're 


           19  here.  (Inaudible) if it's been released as a public record.   


           20       MS. KIRBY:  (Inaudible).   


           21       CHAIR KENNEDY:  (Inaudible)?    


           22       MS. KIRBY:  Good afternoon.  Amara Kirby from County 


           23  Counsel (inaudible) in the letter from county counsel 


           24  (inaudible) signed off (inaudible).   


           25       CHAIR KENNEDY:  So there is no bar to simply releasing 
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            1  this public record if a witness will not answer about and 


            2  (inaudible).  This is a public record.   


            3       MS. KIRBY:  Yes.  (Inaudible) I do believe that 


            4  (inaudible).   


            5       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.  So make it a part of the record. 


            6       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible) that typically, 


            7  something like this, there would be notice of release so that 


            8  we would be able to object to any release of it.  That was not 


            9  (inaudible) notified.  (Inaudible) considered for release 


           10  (inaudible) a violation of his rights under 832.7, again.  And 


           11  (inaudible) release of this.   


           12       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Well, I (inaudible) and that (inaudible).   


           13       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Now I'm aware of both my 


           14  objections, but I don't (inaudible).   


           15       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Well, I guess we'll find out one way or 


           16  another later on.  So I'm going to treat it as a public record 


           17  and make it part of our record here.   


           18            And, Mr. Pacheco, thank you so much.  Do you have 


           19  anything else?   


           20       MR. PACHECO:  Nothing further.   


           21       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Commissioner questions?   


           22       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  Yes.   


           23            Sir, you mentioned that you received your invite to 


           24  join the deputy gang (inaudible), but did you ever consider who 


           25  recommended you or how you got the award?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  No.   


            2       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  So you just received the award, had 


            3  no idea who gave it to you, who recommended, what criteria?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)  


            5       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  And then I had another question.   


            6            You constantly referred to the permission of the 


            7  union.  I am very concerned about who was running the 


            8  Department.  You as "under deputy" or the union?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  That's a misinterpretation.  Sorry that you 


           10  took it that way.   


           11            When we deal with a union, they have employee rights.  


           12  We can't violate their rights.  (Inaudible) comply.  But we're 


           13  not afraid of the unions.  But, again, if -- the cause is not 


           14  to violate any personal rights, which I think you'd respect 


           15  (inaudible) investigation (inaudible) itself.   


           16       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  Management rights is what I'm 


           17  talking about.  You kept making statements, "I have to get an 


           18  approval from the union to manage a department unit."  Unions 


           19  don't tell companies or corporations how to manage employees or 


           20  manage their business.   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Again, I think you're misinterpreting what 


           22  was said.  They're not following some legal (inaudible) on 


           23  every decision they made.  There's certain things where -- 


           24  there's a Peace Officer Bill of Rights.  And if we infringe 


           25  upon it, one, it's going to be tossed out, and, two, we're 
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            1  going to be held to civil liability.  


            2       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  Now, the other question I have:  You 


            3  made statements that you weren't aware of a lot of things going 


            4  on in your department like the Kennedy stuff, you wasn't aware, 


            5  the Compton stuff.  But as the undersecretary (inaudible), 


            6  under deputy and the top, how can you not know what's going on 


            7  in the Department?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  It depends upon what matter because what 


            9  happens, and the other staff -- we have 18,000 employees and 


           10  there's a chain of command.  Certainly, like when Mr. Pacheco 


           11  talked about something dealing with a deputy, it doesn't rise 


           12  to my level.  It went to our command team in the Department.  


           13  Most things are handled by captains, commanders, and chiefs, 


           14  and it depends upon the level of the issue (inaudible) before 


           15  it ever reaches my desk.   


           16       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  Well, when things hit the newspaper 


           17  and the world, you mean you're not concerned about looking at 


           18  the reports and reading them for yourselves and then 


           19  questioning what really happened?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  We did, ma'am.   


           21       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  I didn't get that based on your 


           22  answers.   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, what happens is that, one thing, 


           24  (inaudible) in social media, but the report is not always the 


           25  truth.  For instance, our panel did a level of investigations 
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            1  or maybe in the command staff, which I don't think looked at 


            2  the (inaudible) whether it's true or untrue.   


            3       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  (Inaudible) stand that.  But the 


            4  fact you do get a written report, you get a brief, you read it, 


            5  do you question some of the stuff in there?   


            6            Secondly, when they asked you about whether or not 


            7  the deputy gangs were investigated, did it seem unusual?  Was 


            8  the leg tattoo shot off?  Was it investigated?  Your answers 


            9  was, like, "I'm the second top man in command, but I don't 


           10  know."   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  The thing about the allegation in the 


           12  shooting the tattoo, I think it happened in 2015.   


           13       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  Way before you?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yeah, way before me.  So I'm unaware of it.  


           15  And if -- based upon the media report, that's insane.  You 


           16  know, if that -- these allegations are true, that's insane.   


           17            What happens is that they're suddenly feeling like -- 


           18  say, for instance, there was an incident in Compton station 


           19  where two deputies got in a fight.  Those allegations might 


           20  have implied that one was (inaudible).  We investigated.  We 


           21  even give things to the FBI.  You know, so a lot of these 


           22  things that are controversial, (inaudible) are initiated,  we 


           23  were bringing the FBI in because we wanted things (inaudible) 


           24  to hold us accountable, and maybe we all could offer them to 


           25  take it over, you know, (inaudible) if they see a civil 

                                               

                                                                             110 �





            1  violation at the federal level, they can kick back to us.  


            2  (Inaudible.)   


            3       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  Now when you transferred people from 


            4  the Compton station and the East LA station, did you get 


            5  permission from the union before you transferred those people?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  What happened is -- the problem we have is 


            7  that there is no proof of misconduct, whether illegal or 


            8  violation of policy.  (Inaudible) best interests of everybody 


            9  if they move from the area of the station.  And then what 


           10  happens then, we had (inaudible) as to their employee rights.  


           11  We can't force them to leave.  So all the moves that were out 


           12  of Compton and East LA (inaudible) were voluntary.  You know, 


           13  that's where the unions became involved (inaudible) employee 


           14  rights.   


           15       COMMISSIONER COOPER:  No other questions.  Thank you.   


           16       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Patti?   


           17       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  Yeah.  I just want to follow up on 


           18  the volunteers.  There was -- that was very important 


           19  information I received about the movement of those out of 


           20  Compton and East LA station.  So when you say "it's voluntary," 


           21  how does a -- I mean, how do a group of people decide 


           22  voluntarily that they don't want to be there anymore?  "Send me 


           23  somewhere else."  What's that process?  There must be some 


           24  discussion.  "It's not working here.  You're not working here."  


           25  Well, we have to take this -- we recommend you consider -- 
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            1  could you explain that process?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, at the time, April Tardy was the 


            3  chief over Central Patrol both at Compton and East LA station.  


            4  I talked to her about what we needed to do.  She personally 


            5  went down there and met the deputies, along with the union 


            6  person.  The union person (inaudible) used their (inaudible) 


            7  conversation (inaudible).  We just wanted the deputies to know 


            8  that it's probably better for us, better for the Department, if 


            9  they go somewhere else, another station.  So that's what's 


           10  voluntary.  We didn't force them.  We couldn't force them.  But 


           11  they left voluntarily.   


           12       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  So (inaudible) by that kind of 


           13  behavior?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           15       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  You know, (inaudible) recommending 


           16  that you leave, but you can do it on your own volition, which 


           17  is fair.  The union is there to make sure there is no real 


           18  coercion, but they're seems to be -– there seems to be an 


           19  argument, some coercion, even if it's informal, and that 


           20  because -- in a sense because there was -- there were reasons.   


           21            How many people were transferred?  Do you remember?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'd be guessing at best, but maybe a dozen.    


           23       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  A dozen, yeah.  I think that's 


           24  (inaudible) too.   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Somewhere in there.   
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            1       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  Thank you.   


            2       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Jamon?   


            3       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  (Inaudible).   


            4            When you said that when you got to the (inaudible)?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes.   


            6       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  (Inaudible).   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  You're talking 40 years ago, and no insult 


            8  to anybody.  I'm on medication.  That's why I'm an old man 


            9  (inaudible).   


           10       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Well, you remembered getting the 


           11  tattoo; right?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, I do.   


           13       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Have you ever heard of a "inking 


           14  party"?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  Just in the media.  I've been following 


           16  that, but I never heard of the term before that.   


           17       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Never heard the term "inking party"?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           19       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  And the people present when you were 


           20  getting the tattoo, you know, they thought it was like a inking 


           21  party?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  Say again?   


           23       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  (Inaudible)?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  There was just the ten that were present, 


           25  but they didn't label it anything.  It was a tattoo parlor.   
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            1       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  What's the difference between, in 


            2  your mind, the difference between the Cavemen and the 


            3  Executioners?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, there are a few based upon what I 


            5  read in the media.   


            6       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  No, outside the media.  In your mind, 


            7  what's the difference between a Caveman and an Executioner? 


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not quite sure because I don't know 


            9  much about the Executioners.  You know, as far as what they -- 


           10  they're accused of doing refuse to do certain things, but I'm 


           11  not fully aware of what the circumstances were.  As far as some 


           12  of its activities, there's no allegations of anything.  That's 


           13  what the difference would be, I think.   


           14       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  These transfers that you were talking 


           15  about, how is that fixing the problem if you just transfer 


           16  these people to another station (inaudible)?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, in our belief, it's just a couple of 


           18  things.  If they truly wanted (inaudible) a recommendation that 


           19  a station move him somewhere new, you know, they carry the same 


           20  recommendation.  But also the fact that if they ever got into 


           21  any type of trouble, you know, the fact that they have a 


           22  station tattoo will multiply the problem.   


           23       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  But doesn't it send a message to 


           24  other deputies that "If you misbehave, the worst thing that 


           25  will happen is you're transferred to another station" 
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            1  (inaudible)?   


            2        MR. MURAKAMI:  The problem you have is that you can't 


            3  discipline them for having a tattoo.  It's not a violation.   


            4       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  What if there's a violation of a 


            5  policy in the Department?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  Then they will face discipline.   


            7       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  I think there was a question about 


            8  "Code of Silence."  Is that a media term as well?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's an old term, sir.   


           10       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Have you heard of it within law 


           11  enforcement?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           13       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  It exists within law enforcement?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  You said I heard of it.   


           15       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Does it exist within law enforcement?  


           16  Is there, like, a Code of Silence involved, or is that the 


           17  media?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think in any profession, even the medical 


           19  profession, there's some limit of people that don't want to 


           20  talk.   


           21       COMMISSIONER HICKS:  So in law enforcement there's a Code 


           22  of Silence?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible) say anything (inaudible).   


           24       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  Mr. Murakami, you mentioned, here 


           25  in your testimony here today, six times, the name of 
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            1  April Tardy, and you made a seventh reference to her in the 


            2  answer to a question just now.  And I'm curious, is your 


            3  reference to her repeatedly, is that accidental, or is it 


            4  (inaudible)? 


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  It's factual.   


            6       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  And is your reference to her and 


            7  her alleged gang tattoo, is that in reference to anything that 


            8  you have observed directly, or is that just what you've read in 


            9  the media about her tattoo?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Can you rephrase that question?   


           11       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  Is your repeated reference to 


           12  April Tardy a reference to what you've read about her or 


           13  anything you have heard directly about her from subordinates, 


           14  previously or from your observations?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  No personal observation.  I saw a post 


           16  after she came there and was questioned about station groups.   


           17            And then, I heard that she went to Civil Service and 


           18  (inaudible) and explained what it was.   


           19            You know, and then some are just the fact that I 


           20  heard that people that worked the station were unhappy because 


           21  of the fact that maybe she had a tattoo, you know.  So that's 


           22  what it is.   


           23       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  And when you were sheriff (sic), 


           24  was she underneath you in the chain of command, or was she 


           25  above you in the chain of command?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  She was below me.   


            2       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  Yeah.   


            3            And who was above you in the chain of command during 


            4  the period when you were undersheriff from 2019 to 2022? 


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  The Sheriff.   


            6       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  And what was his name?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  Alex Villanueva.   


            8       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  And were you undersheriff during 


            9  the period of February, 2022 when the off-duty incident of 


           10  deputies in a drunken brawl in Montclair occurred?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           12       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  And your testimony was that you had 


           13  no awareness of that episode whatsoever?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, because you're talking about a drunken 


           15  fight at a bowling alley.  So that doesn't go to the attention 


           16  of my level.  It's handled by mostly the chief.  In fact, the 


           17  review was sent out by the chief at the end (inaudible).  I 


           18  think Sheriff Luna was advised after that of what we call case 


           19  review.  But he didn't know about it 'til after case review 


           20  himself, or so I was told.   


           21       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  Was the (inaudible) to be aware or 


           22  respond to (inaudible) April Tardy's fault as well?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           24       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  And was there any follow-up about 


           25  that incident whatsoever, which occurred on your watch, during 
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            1  the remainder of your tenure on the force in the chain of 


            2  command?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Again, I'm not aware of any follow-up.  The 


            4  case was fully investigated by Internal Affairs.  And, again, 


            5  the level of the offense never rose to notify me.   


            6       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  Regarding the Indian tattoos that 


            7  existed at the Industry station, do you wish to add at all to 


            8  your testimony or your answers to questions about awareness of 


            9  those Indian tattoos today?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           11       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  And, for the record, your answer:   


           12            "If you had seen an Indian tattoo, what would you  


           13       have done?"   


           14            And your answer was:  "Nothing, sir." 


           15            Do you wish to add to that at all?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           17       COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  Thank you.   


           18            No further questions.    


           19       CHAIR KENNEDY:  JP?   


           20       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Yeah.   


           21            Undersheriff, thank you for being here today.  


           22  Appreciate you being here and answering our questions.   


           23            Just to clarify the record (inaudible), have you 


           24  (inaudible) you were, at that point, (inaudible) captain in 


           25  Industry station?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.  


            2       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.  


            3            When you relocated, did you skip a rank where you 


            4  went from captain of Industry station to undersheriff or chief?  


            5  What was your (inaudible)?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  I went from captain to assistant sheriff 


            7  with the idea that I did my time as a commander even though I 


            8  had the duties of assistant sheriff.   


            9       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.  If you can give me the 


           10  timeline.     


           11            So Alex is sworn in in December.     


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yeah.   


           13       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  When did you become -- you go to be 


           14  the captain at Industry station?   


           15       MR. MURAKAMI:  I did.  What day did I leave Industry 


           16  station?   


           17       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  No.   


           18            Once Alex got sworn in, when did he elevate you? 


           19       MR. MURAKAMI:  At a separate -- 


           20       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  So the same time he was sworn in?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           22       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Bumped up to -- and you went to -- 


           23  you then became assistant sheriff in December, 2018?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           25       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  So you were assistant sheriff over 
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            1  the investigation (inaudible) ongoing into the Kennedy Hall, 


            2  essentially?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            4       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Were you in the promotional process 


            5  of Chief Burson -- were you -- did you have some say in the 


            6  promotion of Chief Burson from captain to chief?   


            7       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir. 


            8       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  How did that happen?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  That, I don't recall.   


           10       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           12       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.  


           13            Can we just go back and (inaudible).  Go back to when 


           14  you got the (inaudible).  Was that something you got at the 


           15  conclusion of your training or some -- like , after you've been 


           16  off training from the union, (inaudible) peers?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was after training, but how long 


           18  afterward, I don't recall.  (Inaudible).   


           19       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.   


           20            But it wasn't the kind of thing, like, "I got off 


           21  training."  "Good for me."  "I didn't go down," and your 


           22  Caveman tattoo?  That's not the situation; correct?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           24       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.   


           25            So it was after you showed whatever you needed to 
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            1  show that (inaudible) after you'd been off training that you 


            2  then went to the (inaudible) and got the Caveman tattoo?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            4       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Did you ever (inaudible) East LA '87 


            5  or Industry?   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            7       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  (Inaudible)?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  I went to recruitment in '87.   


            9       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Oh, okay.   


           10            How long were you there?   


           11       MR. MURAKAMI:  A couple of years.   


           12       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.   


           13            (Inaudible).  When did you get your (inaudible)?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  (No audible response.)  


           15       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  (Inaudible)?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   


           17       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  (Inaudible).   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  At least maybe 14 years in, so maybe '93.   


           19       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.   


           20            And you (inaudible)?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           22       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  So you never worked Industry 


           23  together?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  Never.   


           25       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.   
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            1            (Inaudible).   


            2       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Luis?   


            3       COMMISSIONER GARCIA:  I wanted just to go back to the 


            4  Fort Apache (inaudible), and correct me if I'm wrong, but as 


            5  far as I think the record reflected, the logo was really born 


            6  out of (inaudible) East LA residents and (inaudible) East LA 


            7  and (inaudible) LA Sheriff station and the (inaudible) were 


            8  protesters in the 1970s shown (inaudible).  So (inaudible) that 


            9  history context, I mean, shortly afterward, (inaudible) then 


           10  Sheriff Pitchess talked about taking a low profile.  


           11  (Inaudible).   


           12            So I raise that now because when we hear it, in my 


           13  time as commissioner, spent time in and out of county jail.  


           14  You know, I go back to 1992 with Coats (phonetic) Report, and 


           15  we have the 2011 CCJV report, the RAND report.  We had Sarah 


           16  Gupta (phonetic) who sat before the Board of Supervisors and -- 


           17  that don't like (inaudible).  And I have personal (inaudible) 


           18  in law enforcement.  I have a little experience with jail and 


           19  prison.  And when I hear the discussion of station tattoos and 


           20  those tattoos that meet the legal definition of PC 13670, in 


           21  every station that there is, if it was up on the wall, that 


           22  would be a company (inaudible) description of what this, you 


           23  know, (inaudible) has in Century and has a emblem or logo 


           24  that's painted on the wall.  I think every station has one 


           25  (inaudible).   
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            1            And from my understanding, with, like, April Tardy, 


            2  she got a station tattoo that matches the station's identifying 


            3  logo that's found on (inaudible) substation.   


            4            Now, per the -- this administration, the policy for 


            5  deputy gangs in the Sheriff's Department is out of line with PC 


            6  13670, is in this meet-and-confer process.   


            7            And you're retired (inaudible), you know, by both 


            8  (inaudible) both retired after 35 years, and so I wish you all 


            9  the best in retirement.   


           10            As a private citizen now, already from Los Angeles 


           11  County, given this history of this issue, whether it's 


           12  subgroups or blah, blah, blah, whatever it is, there's a 


           13  problem that (inaudible) by various county commissions, various 


           14  reports.   


           15            Do you think this policy with this administration, 


           16  when it comes down and is enforced within the Department -- do 


           17  you think that will begin to differentiate between the station 


           18  tattoo and what's a tattoo that meets legal criteria of  


           19  PC 13670?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think they're walking a difficult line 


           21  trying to decide what's a good tattoo, what's a bad tattoo.  


           22  That's why, in general, will the Department ban tattoos?  


           23  (Inaudible) upon a regular tattoo different from one with a 


           24  (inaudible).  Well, we couldn't differentiate.  So, again, we 


           25  came up with a policy that they couldn't be showing any 
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            1  tattoos.  So any time the Department's going to try to decide, 


            2  well, this group's okay, that one is bad, is going to open a 


            3  can of worms to the extent of lawsuits, because the criteria 


            4  (inaudible), or you deal with it as it comes.   


            5            And, again, we looked at quantity as:  "If they're in 


            6  violation (inaudible), then (inaudible) associated with a group 


            7  (inaudible) in the policy."   


            8            But a tattoo itself, alone, you know, there's a lot 


            9  of street gangs.  And I said, "If a guy walked in here with a 


           10  "18th Street" tattoo, I'd identify him as a gang member."  


           11  There's certain criteria that need to be met.  (Inaudible) 


           12  identifying tattoos.  Well, there's (inaudible) that need to be 


           13  checked off because that (inaudible) the soon-to-be (inaudible) 


           14  Sheriff Luna is walking that line to say, "This one's okay, and 


           15  this one's bad."  You know, (inaudible).  If he can figure out, 


           16  hats off to him.  But if not, you need to (inaudible).   


           17       CHAIR KENNEDY:  (Inaudible).   


           18       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Two questions. 


           19            Back to Cavemen.  Is there any correlation between 


           20  the tattoo (inaudible) watch at the station?  For instance, the 


           21  morning people have Caveman tattoos; the p.m. people have 


           22  Banditos, (inaudible).  Was there any correlation, meaning, 


           23  that that tattoo is watch (inaudible)?   


           24       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe so.   


           25       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Okay.  
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            1            Based on when -- you've been in law enforcement a 


            2  long time.  (Inaudible) a new deputy sheriff any advice if he 


            3  came to you and said, "Hey, you know, I'm getting a tattoo"?  


            4  What would your advice be -- 


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, in light of what's going on there, we 


            6  had chiefs, myself, command staff, (inaudible) with the patrol 


            7  (inaudible) stations discouraging getting a tattoo, whether 


            8  they think they're good or bad is not -- it's not a good thing.  


            9  You know, it's not sending out the message that you want.  So 


           10  we're strongly telling them not to get a tattoo.  And that's 


           11  our advice. 


           12       COMMISSIONER HARRIS:  Good.   


           13       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.  So in light of that, Mr. Murakami, 


           14  as the former second in command of the sheriff's station, is it 


           15  your opinion that you can't fire or discipline a sworn law 


           16  enforcement member who has a KKK tattoo or a Nazi tattoo?   


           17       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't think we can.   


           18       CHAIR KENNEDY:  So deputy sheriffs can walk around with a 


           19  swastika tattoo on their body, and that's not -- no one can do 


           20  anything about that?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think as long as it's covered or -- I 


           22  mean, that's my belief.  I could be wrong though.   


           23       CHAIR KENNEDY:  If they shoot members of public, people 


           24  who are of color, it's irrelevant, and you can't do anything 


           25  when they have a KKK tattoo because that's their First 
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            1  Amendment right, in your view?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think you're taking it to another level.   


            3       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Well, I'm asking you a question.   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yeah, I know.   


            5            As far as the criminal aspect, no.  But in terms of 


            6  liability, it'd be a mess. 


            7       CHAIR KENNEDY:  What about firing? disciplining?  Like, "I 


            8  don't want you in my law enforcement agency policing the public 


            9  with a swastika tattoo." 


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  I'm not sure if you could.   


           11       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.   


           12            And you said that whether you can -- or you can't use 


           13  the tattoo as evidence, really, of anything; right?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  What do you mean?   


           15       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Well, you said that you can't arrest a 


           16  gang member with an 18th Street tattoo because a tattoo is not 


           17  enough.       


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  Right.   


           19       CHAIR KENNEDY:  But isn't it true that it is one of the 


           20  five or six things you'd use to make the opinion that someone 


           21  is gang-involved?   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).    


           23       CHAIR KENNEDY:  One.  That's what I said.  One of the five 


           24  or six criteria; right?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes.   
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            1       CHAIR KENNEDY:  So why isn't a deputy gang tattoo on an 


            2  officer one of the criteria that could be used to decide 


            3  whether they're violating Penal Code 13670, which prohibits 


            4  members of any law enforcement gang -- and that's the 


            5  Legislature's term, not mine.   


            6       MR. MURAKAMI:  I don't believe you can.  It's within their 


            7  rights under the First Amendment.  Again, you're drawing it out 


            8  further than it should be.   


            9       CHAIR KENNEDY:  So you can use the tattoo as 


           10  circumstantial evidence of proof that a young person is in a 


           11  criminal street gang, but you can't use the tattoo as 


           12  circumstantial evidence that a member of the Sheriff's 


           13  Department may be a member of a law enforcement gang?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).  Honestly, I'm offended that 


           15  you're comparing (inaudible).   


           16       CHAIR KENNEDY:  I'm going to -- I'm actually going to 


           17  (inaudible).  I'm going to ask you, are you alleging the 


           18  statute refers to groups that associate together under a common 


           19  symbol, and it states a tattoo.  And you're telling me, as the 


           20  sworn second in command of the Sheriff's Department, that you 


           21  cannot use that as evidence of anything with respect to law 


           22  enforcement gangs?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  Well, I'm telling you that's my belief, and 


           24  if Sheriff Luna believes otherwise, he can do what he wants to 


           25  do now.  I'm done.  But --   
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            1       CHAIR KENNEDY:  I understand that.   


            2            And do you think -- well, first I should say, is this 


            3  the first time, Mr. Murakami, that you've publicly admitted 


            4  that you have a Caveman tattoo?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe so.   


            6       CHAIR KENNEDY:  And, in fact, in the past, haven't you 


            7  denied that you were affiliated with the Cavemen?   


            8       MR. MURAKAMI:  I wasn't responsive.   


            9       CHAIR KENNEDY:  I'm sorry.   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  Unresponsive.   


           11       CHAIR KENNEDY:  I don't understand your answer.   


           12            Have you, in the past, denied that you were 


           13  affiliated with the Cavemen?   


           14       MR. MURAKAMI:  I wasn't responsive; I didn't respond.   


           15       CHAIR KENNEDY:  You were unresponsive.   


           16            So you were trying to deliberately evade answering 


           17  that question?   


           18       MR. MURAKAMI:  That's a personal question, so yes, 


           19  (inaudible).   


           20       CHAIR KENNEDY:  And is that -- were you trying to evade 


           21  answering the question because you knew it would be perceived 


           22  as a improper thing for a law enforcement officer to do?   


           23       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           24       CHAIR KENNEDY:  No.   


           25            Do you think that you, as the undersheriff, suffered 
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            1  from a conflict of interest in making decisions about whether 


            2  or not to investigate the deputy gang within the ranks?   


            3       MR. MURAKAMI:  Again, (inaudible) your use of the word 


            4  "deputy gangs." 


            5       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Law enforcement gangs.  I'll use the 


            6  statutory language.   


            7            Do you think that you have a conflict of interest in 


            8  making decisions whether or not to investigate a law 


            9  enforcement gang because you yourself have a Caveman tattoo?  


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           11       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Now, I think in 2020 you said that you 


           12  removed all of your Caveman tattoo; is that right? 


           13       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


           14       CHAIR KENNEDY:  And you did that because you no longer 


           15  wanted to be associated with the Cavemen?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  I guess you could say that.   


           17       CHAIR KENNEDY:  And after you altered the Cavemen tattoo 


           18  to make it a different tattoo, did you recall ever bragging to 


           19  other individuals in a gym in Industry that they, quote, "Can't 


           20  get me now," unquote?  Did you say that?   


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  Never, sir.   


           22       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Did you tell three other law enforcement 


           23  members in a gym in Industry that you had removed the tattoo so 


           24  that nobody could get you now, they couldn't accuse you of 


           25  being a Caveman?  Did you say that?   
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            1       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


            2       CHAIR KENNEDY:  So if somebody said you said that, they 


            3  would be lying?   


            4       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, sir.    


            5       CHAIR KENNEDY:  And then my final question for you -- 


            6  because you've been here a long time, and I do appreciate you 


            7  finally coming here -- is:  Did you say that the Department had 


            8  done a study of tattoos and shootings and that the list 


            9  (inaudible) found that there was no correlation?   


           10       MR. MURAKAMI:  I believe, basically, there's -- it was 


           11  based on the lawsuits.  So they looked into officer motive.  I 


           12  don't exactly know the details, but it was trying to look into 


           13  a correlation between allegations of deputy subgroups and 


           14  shootings, and they found no correlation.   


           15       CHAIR KENNEDY:  First of all, who did this?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  It was (inaudible).  He's the one who was 


           17  fired.  I can't remember his name.  But you should be able to 


           18  get it on PRA.   


           19       CHAIR KENNEDY:  What does he look like?   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  Male, white, kind of balding --  


           21       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Could be a lot of people.   


           22       MR. MURAKAMI:  -- not very tall.  I can' t remember his 


           23  name.   


           24       CHAIR KENNEDY:  In this year?  Year, about?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Probably -- I can give it a guess -- 2020, 
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            1  maybe.   


            2       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.   


            3            And I ask how could the commander of  


            4  Risk Management Bureau conduct a study (inaudible) in the 


            5  correlation between having law enforcement gang tattoos and 


            6  shootings and find no correlation if none of you asked anybody 


            7  in the Department if they have any tattoo that's more a tattoo 


            8  affiliated with a law enforcement gang?   


            9       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think he did it based upon the 


           10  allegations from the lawsuits.   


           11       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.  But my question is:  How can we 


           12  conduct any kind of valid study of having a deputy or law 


           13  enforcement gang tattoo and police shootings when you've 


           14  already told us that none of you asked anybody if they have a 


           15  tattoo?  So how can that study be valid?   


           16       MR. MURAKAMI:  If I'm not mistaken, I said (inaudible) 


           17  based upon lawsuits. 


           18       CHAIR KENNEDY:  But how can you look into it?  You just 


           19  told us you won't ask anyone those questions.   


           20       MR. MURAKAMI:  I've stated my response and keep repeating 


           21  it (inaudible), sir.   


           22       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Well, I know, and I'm trying to be 


           23  quarrelsome, I'm just trying figure out how the study could be 


           24  done.   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  (Inaudible).   
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            1       CHAIR KENNEDY:  And it's your claim as you sit here today 


            2  that no leader in the LASD can ask any deputy whether or not 


            3  they have one of these tattoos that are associated with a law 


            4  enforcement gang?   


            5       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think it's changed now, and they are 


            6  asking.  But I'm not positive (inaudible).  But at the time we 


            7  were dealing with it, there was a concern over violating 


            8  employee rights.   


            9       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Do you ever worry about members of the 


           10  public who had to interact with deputies who have an 


           11  Executioner tattoo?   


           12       MR. MURAKAMI:  No, sir.    


           13       CHAIR KENNEDY:  (Inaudible).   


           14            Patti?   


           15       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  It looks like -- because, you know, 


           16  law's involved, personnel wellness is involved,  and 


           17  cultural beliefs involved.   


           18            Now, you made a decision to I think, in a sense, 


           19  alter your Caveman tattoo.  You made that decision from your 


           20  own volition.  Nobody asked you to do that, and you decided to 


           21  do that.  And did you say because of the kind of atmosphere, 


           22  groups like this, it became -- even though you may not have had 


           23  the intention when you got the tattoo -- it became something 


           24  different?   


           25       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, ma'am.   
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            1       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  (Inaudible)?   


            2       MR. MURAKAMI:  Yes, ma'am.   


            3       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  Now that you know you had all this 


            4  experience (inaudible) came to the Department and (inaudible) 


            5  to the community (inaudible), do you now -- would you say from 


            6  a reasonable person's perspective, that this whole issue of law 


            7  enforcement gangs, these tattoos that have menacing names -- 


            8  Executioners, Banditos -- these are not, like, Mickey Mouse 


            9  clubs.  They don't have, you know, those kind of types.  


           10  They're not friendly.  They're not warm and friendly titles.  


           11  They're kind of menacing.   


           12            So would you -- how do you feel now in your 


           13  retirement, as a citizen, what you've been through and watching 


           14  the Department, (inaudible) about this issue, that giving 


           15  (inaudible) that the public's trust has been violated by the -- 


           16  even the controversy, whether it's been proved 100 percent that 


           17  there's evil behind it or there's been bad behavior or 


           18  actionable criminal activity, that the public community's trust 


           19  in the Department (inaudible) has been violated with this issue 


           20  that we can't seem to dig our way out of? 


           21       MR. MURAKAMI:  I think the intent of the deputies involved 


           22  is not anything bad, but the way it's being perceived now, 


           23  (inaudible), you know.   


           24            That's why, you know, I recommend people not only 


           25  remove them, I definitely encourage the deputies, if they were 
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            1  to get one -- because it's not sending out a positive message.  


            2  And that was not the intent, you know.   


            3            But, again, the intent versus perception are two 


            4  different things, and public perception is important.   


            5            So, again, you know, it's -- we're talking about 


            6  (inaudible) don't do it anymore.  It's foolish, and it is not 


            7  achieving what they think it is.  That's why I (inaudible).   


            8       COMMISSIONER GIGGANS:  Thank you.   


            9       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Thank you, Patti. 


           10            Mr. Murakami, I wish I could say that your 


           11  obligations are completely over as a (inaudible) but, 


           12  hopefully, we can work them out.  But your obligations to this 


           13  commission today are certainly over, and I appreciate you 


           14  coming and engaging in this difficult testimony of an issue 


           15  that is equally hard for our community.  So thank you.   


           16            And then we're going to take public comment.   


           17       MR. DELGADILLO:  Public comment.   


           18       CHAIR KENNEDY:  We're going to take public comment.   


           19       MR. DELGADILLO:  (Inaudible), Michele Infante.  


           20       CHAIR KENNEDY:  (Inaudible).   


           21       UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Good afternoon.  You all know, 


           22  (inaudible).  I'm here really to, once again, amplify and keep 


           23  in your minds Niani Finlayson, who was shot and murdered by 


           24  Deputy Ty Shelton on December 4th.  (Inaudible) her home, she 


           25  called 911 to tell there was a violent situation, and this 
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            1  happened in front of her nine-year-old daughter.   


            2            The reason I'm bringing this up is that  


            3  Deputy Ty Shelton has alleged ties to deputy gangs, and that's 


            4  what we're here to discuss.  As far as which one, I am 


            5  uncertain.  In the Antelope Valley, probably the Rattlesnakes 


            6  or the Cowboys.  But I know they don't have a lot of 


            7  information about what happens up in the northern part of LA 


            8  County.   


            9            What I can tell you is that he fits the pattern.  So 


           10  back in the summer of 2020, he did the same thing, responded to 


           11  a domestic violence call, shot and killed an elder in the 


           12  community, Michael Thomas.   


           13            After he was on desk duty for several months was 


           14  returned to the streets, unleashed back on the residents of the 


           15  Antelope Valley.  He was also promoted to the position of 


           16  training officer.   


           17            He seemed to have a certain type of community member 


           18  that he targets, both being black and always involved in 


           19  domestic violence call.   


           20            I, unfortunately, and I say "unfortunately" watched 


           21  the video of (inaudible).  I had to move away (inaudible) 


           22  myself because I was watching someone being murdered.   


           23            So the videos show -- the body cam shows that when 


           24  the officer arrived as they were trying to kick down the door, 


           25  they heard some type of altercation in the home -- in the 
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            1  apartment.  They never announced that they were law 


            2  enforcement.  Would you answer the door if someone is kicking 


            3  at your door and you don't know who they are?  Niani did open 


            4  the door.  She had a knife in her hand, but that knife was 


            5  given to her by her nine-year-old daughter to protect herself 


            6  (inaudible) that was abusing her and put hands on her daughter.  


            7  In the 16 minutes it took them to get there, she never used it 


            8  on the gentleman.  If she was going to (inaudible) him, then 


            9  she would've done it before they arrived.   


           10            They come into the apartment, the deputy, actually -- 


           11  Shelton -- tosses aside the Taser, and in less than a few 


           12  minutes, shoots Niani four times in front of her daughter.   


           13            So I'm asking this body to please put independent 


           14  eyes on that.  Do it for her.  And also please dig in deeper to 


           15  what's going on with the Rattlesnakes and the Cowboys.   


           16            Thank you.  


           17       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Thank you.   


           18       MR. DELGADILLO:  Michele Infante, followed by Mark Brown.   


           19       MS. INFANTE:  Good afternoon.  My name is Michele Infante.  


           20  I'm with Dignity and Power Now.   


           21            It's always interesting to sit up here during these 


           22  deputy gang hearings to watch a pathological liar come up 


           23  there, continuously talk and lie in front of all these people.  


           24  It's interesting to watch a sociopath and a narcissist sit up 


           25  there and only do what's best for them.  He had 43 years to do 
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            1  something about what he saw, and he did nothing.  And after 43 


            2  years, this man comes up here and wants us to believe that he 


            3  can't remember anything.   


            4            It's not a culture.  It's a way of life.  It's not a 


            5  culture.  It's a way of life.  They live it every day.  They're 


            6  killing people every day.   


            7            And I think that most of you that have been up here 


            8  for a long time, with the exception of a few you, know that 


            9  this is an organization they think's independent, but we need 


           10  to have independent people, agencies, come in to be able to 


           11  look at this kind of stuff.   


           12            Time after time and question after question was:  


           13  "What did you do about any of this stuff?"  And they said they 


           14  didn't have anything to substantiate.  You have absolutely 


           15  nothing after 43 years of families coming to you, complaint 


           16  after complaint, complaining.  It's not just the beating that 


           17  these families are taking, that their loved ones are taking.  


           18  These people's lives are being taken.  They're not lost; 


           19  they're being taken.  These are homicides.  These are 


           20  homicides.  These are not accidental killings.   


           21            And you cannot come up here and say that you have a 


           22  tattoo that only means pride.  You had 43 years to show your 


           23  pride and you didn't.  What you showed us was that you're a 


           24  sociopath.   


           25            You people are relentless; you have no remorse; 
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            1  you're deceitful; you gaslight; and you don't care about 


            2  anyone.  And every one of you know that what I'm saying is a 


            3  fact because all you have to go back and do is look year after 


            4  year at what these people are doing.   


            5            These people are dying, not from Sickle Cell Anemia.  


            6  They're not dying from hardening of the arteries.  We have 16 


            7  bullets in the back of someone who's running away.   


            8            So how many more times do we need to bring these 


            9  people up here?  It's the same story.  And the same families 


           10  are saying the same thing.   


           11            These people cannot investigate themself and it's 


           12  apparent.  We need independent investigations just to look over 


           13  your own department because you can't do it.  Everything is 


           14  that you cannot substantiate.  It's not that you can't 


           15  substantiate; it's that you're a fucking liar.  That's what it 


           16  is.  You're a liar.  And you want to cover what's criminal.   


           17       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Thank you.   


           18       MR. DELGADILLO:  Mark Brown (phonetic), followed by Cindy 


           19  Navarro (phonetic).   


           20       MR. BROWN:  I just have a couple of comments on the 


           21  testimony today that I heard.   


           22            And I agree with the prior speaker that there seems 


           23  to be an element of all these professionals in the Los Angeles 


           24  Sheriff's Department where there is a sociopathic element to 


           25  being unable to recognize the danger of a gang of professionals 
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            1  that carry weapons (inaudible).   


            2            So the names we heard today of these groups were Grim 


            3  Reaper, Executioners, Banditos, Red Devils.  Those are not the 


            4  names of any softball team I've ever heard.  I think the 


            5  testimony today, as the prior person said, it is embarrassingly 


            6  sociopathic not to recognize that.  Any child would recognize 


            7  what those names mean.   


            8            The tattoos we've seen today:  Skulls, guns pointed 


            9  at you, dead man's hands.  These are not logos for a softball 


           10  team.   


           11            And I think it's absurd that the prior sheriff, 


           12  Villanueva, and this guy sitting in public and pretend as he 


           13  said, quote, "The intent of these deputies is not anything 


           14  bad."   


           15            You have those names, you have those graphic skull, 


           16  guns pointed at you.  "Not anything bad"?  Again, I agree it's 


           17  sociopathic.  And I don't know how you're going to break this 


           18  down in this group of professionals.   


           19            He agrees that they're menacing, but it's not 


           20  anything bad.  He agrees that this is for pride and hard work.  


           21  And it's all of these names and all of these designs.   


           22            We saw an ankle with a tattoo with a bullet hole in 


           23  it today.  But "this is not anything bad" said the second in 


           24  command of the Sheriff's Department.  That's what we're dealing 


           25  with.   
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            1            You all were professional and fantastic today, but 


            2  it's hard to watch.   


            3            Thank you.   


            4       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Thank you.   


            5       MR. DELGADILLO:  Cindy Navarro.   


            6       MS. NAVARRO:  Good afternoon, everybody.   


            7            I wanted to make it known it's just I believe that 


            8  the gangs within the police department (inaudible).  And the 


            9  reason I'm saying this is because on my own personal matter, my 


           10  case, there's a judge involved.  For a judge to backdate a 


           11  warrant on a plane boarding to Hawaii, that I found out is on 


           12  vacation, he wouldn't risk this job.   


           13            So I'm just letting you guys and the public aware of 


           14  my theory which involves other agencies and entities that are 


           15  involved in this.   


           16            Also, let me (inaudible) the Temple City Sheriff's 


           17  Department, Rubén Gonzalez, Steven Fielder, and 


           18  Marco Villanueva, who (inaudible) for your guidance.  


           19  (Inaudible).   


           20            Thank you.   


           21       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Thank you.   


           22       MR. DELGADILLO:  We have some online public comment.  


           23  First of all, we have Salina Cole (phonetic).   


           24            Can you please unmute yourself.  Salina Cole, you can 


           25  go ahead?   
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            1            Can you please unmute yourself Salina Cole?   


            2       MS. COLE:  Yes.  Can you hear me?   


            3       MR. DELGADILLO:  Yes, we can.    


            4       MS. COLE:  Okay.  


            5            First of all, I want to thank you guys for taking the 


            6  time out and listen to us as a community.    


            7            I just want to say it's deep embedded within the 


            8  County.  As an employee, I see the union and the County.  They 


            9  check and balance themselves as they make these rules and 


           10  policies that they don't follow within the Department.  You 


           11  know, they use the union to protect themselves.  But when the 


           12  union is responsible to check back to the County, it seems like 


           13  nothing is getting done, and I say that because I'm an affected 


           14  family.   


           15            And as we create these new policies, I really want 


           16  y'all to think about timeframe because in 2015, my daughter's 


           17  life was ruined by what LA County Sheriff's Department did in 


           18  the Antelope Valley.  And we're on year eight, and she is still 


           19  (inaudible), and she is still having mental health issues 


           20  trying to maintain her family.   


           21            And as a mother, to work for Los Angeles County and 


           22  to be a steward of SEIU 721 for 22 years and to witness the 


           23  behavior -- even in 2020, LA County Sheriffs holding my 


           24  daughter for 14 days, playing with her life, as I'm calling on 


           25  the phone, frantically, identifying myself as a mother, as a  
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            1  LA County employee, which department, and still being affected 


            2  because the people on the phone can only do so much when the 


            3  people in control are doing things that are criminal.   


            4            And so I say think about the cause and effect of 


            5  this.  We are on year eight.   


            6            My grandson is 14 years old.  He lost both of his 


            7  parents for the first five years of this death after the police 


            8  killed -- and now it says on his death certificate, "homicide."  


            9  So it's not a question.  It's a fact that he was murdered -- 


           10  right? -- by the police, and he got victimized.   


           11            But all of that don't even matter.  What matters is 


           12  the people that are left behind in the recovery that we are 


           13  trying to recover from, and them still acting like this is not 


           14  a human rights issue for everybody involved, because it is.   


           15            Thank you.   


           16       MR. DELGADILLO:  Next up is Jody Martinez (phonetic). 


           17            You've been unmuted.  Please unmute yourself.     


           18       MS. MARTINEZ:  I'd like to speak to the commission.  Thank 


           19  you for this examination of how deeply embedded deputy gangs, 


           20  gang members with badges are embedded in the largest sheriff 


           21  department in our nation. 


           22            The second in command has continued to deny deputy 


           23  gangs.  And as the testimony revealed, he was not truthful when 


           24  asked questions prior.   


           25            Thank you to Commissioner Kennedy for drawing 
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            1  attention to the fact that young youth in our community are 


            2  held liable and received criminal enhancements when they 


            3  contain a gang tattoo on their body.   


            4            And yet, Murakami was unable to draw the connection 


            5  that he couldn't utilize the same criteria based on the penal 


            6  code, which identified gang tattoos.  And he refused to by 


            7  saying "How dare you draw a comparison between sworn deputies 


            8  and the general public or a criminal," when, in fact, he alone, 


            9  should know how deep the criminality is within his former 


           10  department.  He should know how many people who were formerly 


           11  working for the Sheriff's Department were convicted of a crime.   


           12            I do have a unique perspective.  I am the grandmother 


           13  of a child who was shot and murdered by a member of the 


           14  Banditos gang in East LA.   


           15            At the time of my grandson's murder, in June of 2019, 


           16  different community members approached our family and 


           17  identified the officer, Saavedra, from the East LA station, as 


           18  being a member of a deputy gang.  And yet, we had no proof 


           19  until a very brave whistleblower came forward in an interview 


           20  and identified Saavedra.   


           21            So our problem, those of us who grew up in East LA, 


           22  have ties to East LA, and all of LA County, we're still dealing 


           23  with deputy gang members that are still active, actively 


           24  involved.   


           25            And it is a fallacy that these deputy gang members do 
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            1  not wear their prejudice and their hate and their racism on 


            2  their bodies.  And it is a fallacy that when they're out in the 


            3  community, they're not prejudiced against the communities that 


            4  they have identified with by their gang affiliation.   


            5            I don't know what needs to change except that these 


            6  deputy gang members be fired immediately.   


            7            Thank you.   


            8       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Thank you.   


            9       MR. DELGADILLO:  This concludes our public comment.   


           10       CHAIR KENNEDY:  Okay.  I think that concludes this 


           11  hearing.   


           12            Anthony, Maura, Julia, I just wanted to thank you for 


           13  assisting this volunteer commission.  We could never have 


           14  pulled off an examination like this without all of your hours 


           15  of work.  And with -- thank the firm that's (inaudible) for 


           16  donating their time to help us develop this evidence.  We 


           17  really appreciate it.   


           18            That's going to conclude this hearing.  I wish I 


           19  could announce the date of our regular hearing, but it isn't 


           20  set (inaudible).  We are going to be at Saint Anne's on the 


           21  13th, which is next Wednesday, and have our regular meeting.   


           22            I wish I could say that this concludes our special 


           23  hearings on deputy gangs, but as we all know, the witness 


           24  refused -- sat down for some questions that relate to 


           25  discrimination claims that were sustained against him.  So I'm 
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            1  going to leave this open, and we may or may not have further 


            2  hearings at a later date.   


            3            Thank you, everyone.   


            4                   (The hearing was concluded.) 
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