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  There are five species of pocket gophers that occur in California, however the most likely to
be encountered in Los Angeles County is the Valley or Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomomys
bottae). 

Pocket gophers are a small rodent
about 5 to 7 inches long not
including the tail.  They come in a
variety of colors but are most often
greyish brown to brown.  They have
a very short tail, tiny ears and eyes,
and huge, yellowish front teeth
(incisors) which are always exposed. 
They also have large, curved front
claws used for digging.  Since they
spend most of their time
underground, gophers are hardly
ever seen so the best identification
method is to examine the dirt
mounds that almost always
accompany their activity.  On average, a gopher makes about 1 to 3 mounds per day.  

As they dig their tunnels, pocket gophers periodically shove dirt out to the surface forming
mounds.  The dirt is pushed to the surface from tunnels that are at an angle to the surface, so
the mounds form in a crescent or horseshoe shape.  This helps distinguish them from mounds
made by moles which are volcano shaped.  Pocket gopher burrows are almost always
plugged.  This helps to distinguish them from other burrowing rodents like ground squirrels or
meadow mice.

  Biology and Behavior
Pocket gophers get their name from the fur-lined external cheek pockets which they use to
store food and nesting material.  They lead a life almost entirely underground only surfacing to
push soil out of their burrow, seek new territory after weaning or to graze on plants near a
burrow entrance.  They use powerful shoulder muscles and large clawed front paws to tunnel
through the soil to create extensive burrow systems. 


