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Zev Yaroslavsky was elected to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in June 1994. He
was re-elected again in 1998, 2002, 2006, and 2010.

Born Dec. 21, 1948, in Boyle Heights, Yaroslavsky grew up in his hometown and graduated from
UCLA (master's, history, 1972; bachelor's, history and economics, 1971).

In 1975 he was elected to the Los Angeles City Council and was re-elected in 1977, 1981, 1985,
1989 and 1993.  The following year Yaroslavsky was elected to the Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors, assuming office on Dec. 5, 1994.

Yaroslavsky represents the Third Supervisorial District, comprising much of the City of Los
Angeles, including the San Fernando Valley, Hollywood and Los Feliz, the Wilshire Corridor, and
West Los Angeles; the cities of Beverly Hills, West Hollywood, Santa Monica, Malibu, Agoura
Hills, Calabasas, Hidden Hills, Westlake Village and San Fernando; and unincorporated areas
including Topanga and the Santa Monica Mountains.

He serves on the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, as a member
of the Local Agency Formation Commission and the Los Angeles Coliseum Commission, and as
a governor’s appointee to the state Board of Corrections.

Among his major accomplishments as county supervisor: 

• Worked closely with County Department of Health Services officials and Service   
Employees International Union Local 660 (representing some 40,000 County 
employees, nearly half of them in the Health Department), to pass Measure B in 2002.  
The parcel-tax increase was approved by 73% of voters to yield $168 million annually 
to fund trauma care, emergency services and bioterrorism preparedness efforts. 
• Helped engineer the rescue and restructuring of the County’s Department of Health 
Services when it was facing collapse in 1995.
• Led successful effort in 1996 to get voter approval for the first Los Angeles County  
campaign reform package.
• Played major role in getting voter approval in 1996 for a $319 million park and open-
space preservation and acquisition measure.
• Sponsored successful initiative in 1998 to conclude subway construction and invest  
instead in other public transit projects.
• Proposed in 1998 to initiate a County lawsuit against the tobacco industry, yielding a  
settlement which returns to Los Angeles County more than $100 million annually for 
health programs. 

“Enriching Lives”



• Won Board approval in 2002 for a package of open-meeting reforms to increase 
access to, information about, and public participation in County government decision-
making.
• Spearheaded in 2002, as president of the Los Angeles County Prop. 10 “Children and
Families First” Commission, allocating $100 million in state tobacco-tax funding over 
five years to ensure health care coverage for virtually all children from birth to age 5 in 
the County.

Yaroslavsky and his wife, Barbara, have two children, Mina and David.

Sources: Excerpted from Yaroslavsky’s official biography.


