
The Department of Agricultural Commissioner/Weights and Measures (ACWM) provides 
environmentally responsible pest management solutions for a variety of public and private agencies.  
This action by your Board will allow ACWM to provide invasive weed control and biomass removal to 
restore a disturbed habitat within the Angeles National Forest.  There is a 20 percent in-kind cost 
associated with this program.

SUBJECT

July 21, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF PARTICIPATING AGREEMENT
WITH THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE – 

FOREST SERVICE
TO PROVIDE INVASIVE WEED MANAGEMENT AND

 BIOMASS REMOVAL SERVICES
FIFTH DISTRICT (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures 
(Commissioner/Director) to sign the accompanying Participating Agreement (Agreement), with the 
United States Forest Service (USFS) for five years at $972,600 authorizing ACWM to provide 
invasive weed control and biomass removal services in the Angeles National Forest within the 
County of Los Angeles.  The terms of the Agreement shall be for the period from approval of the 
Agreement through May 1, 2020.

2. Authorize the Commissioner/Director to sign amendments extending the term of the Agreement 
and increasing the Agreement amount, not to exceed 10 percent of the original Agreement amount, 
at no County cost, to cover unanticipated work requests from the USFS.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

USFS has requested that ACWM provide invasive weed control and biomass removal services in the 
area impacted by the Copper Fire that occurred in 2001 within the County of Los Angeles.

Approval of this project will facilitate restoration of natural habitat in the Santa Clarita Valley, which 
has been compromised by non-native invasive weeds.  Removal of the fire adapted invasive plants 
will also reduce the likelihood of wildland fires in the future. The in-kind services that are a part of this 
project will allow for better assessment of the state of invasive plant species in high hazard areas, 
provide needed habitat improvement from additional invasive plant removal, and provide quality 
training experiences for USFS personnel resulting in improved the safety and efficiency of the habitat 
stewardship they provide.

Since the early 1980s, your Board has approved agreements like this with other public agencies for 
similar services.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
This action supports the County’s Strategic Plan Goals of:

•     Goal No. 1 (Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal Sustainability):  This Agreement will allow ACWM to 
cooperate in maintaining, protecting, and restoring a critical habitat and watershed.

•     Goal No. 2 (Community Support and Responsiveness):  A healthy, restored ecosystem that is 
free from invasive, fire adapted plants will benefit the residents in virtually every city and local 
community in Los Angeles County as well as the people who work in or visit the County.

•     Goal No. 3 (Integrated Services Delivery):  This Agreement, entered into by USFS and ACWM, is 
an excellent example of inter-governmental cooperation and integration of resources to deliver 
services which benefit the residents and visitors to Los Angeles County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The USFS will reimburse ACWM $972,600 for invasive weed control and biomass removal services 
performed by ACWM on USFS property within the County of Los Angeles.  This Agreement is 80 
percent offset by revenue from USFS, and a 20 percent in-kind contribution is required.  Agreements 
of this nature require an in-kind contribution from the service provider.  To fulfill the in-kind obligation, 
ACWM will perform training for USFS personnel on pesticide safety, conduct invasive weed surveys 
in high risk areas of the Forest and perform direct suppression efforts against a number of invasive 
weed species.  All of the in-kind services proposed are well within ACWM’s capabilities and mission.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

It is within the scope of the mission of ACWM to help prevent the establishment of harmful and 
invasive weeds, reduce the spread of existing pests and help restore degraded ecosystems.  The 
terms of the Participating Agreement shall be for the period from approval of the Agreement through 
May 1, 2020.  The Participating Agreement has been approved as to form by County Counsel.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

ACWM has sufficient staff and equipment to perform the services. 

KURT E. FLOREN

Agricultural Commissioner, Director of Weights 
and Measures

Enclosures

c: Interim Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

KEF:RKI:RBS:jh
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