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County Counsel March 26, 2015

TO: PATRICK OGAWA
Acting Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prepar n

FROM: PATRICK A: W
Senior Assistant Cou ty Counsel
Executive Office

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1861

FACSIMILE

(213)229-9924

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

pwu@counse(.lacounty.gov

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Rosie De La Trinidad, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 506 356

Attached is the Agenda entry. for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.

PAW:cs

Attachments
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Rosie De La Trinidad, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.,
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 506 356, in the amount of $5,300,000
and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Sheriff s Department's budget.

This wrongful death lawsuit alleges excessive force arising from a shooting by
Sheriffs Deputies.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Rosie De La Trinidad, et al. v. County of Los
Angeles

CASE NUMBER BC 506356

COURT

~~ ~

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

Los Angeles County Superior Court

4/19/2013

Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 5,300,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1098035.1

Arnoldo Casillas, Esquire

Joseph A. Langton

This is a recommendation to settle for $5,300,000,
the lawsuit filed by Plaintiffs alleging wrongful death
and excessive force by Los Angeles County Sheriff s
Department Deputies.

The Deputies contend that the deadly force used
was reasonable and in response to Jose De La
Trinidad's conduct.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time will. avoid further
litigation costs. Therefore, a full and final settlement
of the case in the amount of $5,300,000 is
recommended.

$ 121,851

$ 32,372



Case Name: Rorie De La Trinidad et al v. Cc~unty of Las Anc~eies, et at.
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The intent ofi this fgrm is to assist departments in wr+ting a corrective action plan summary for attachment

to the settlement documents deveiaped Por the Board of Supervisors and/or the Caunry of Los Angeles

Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the claimsllawsuits' identified root causes

and corrective actions (status, time frame, and responsible party}. This summary does not replace the

Corrective Act+on Plan form. if there is a question related to confidentiality, please consult County Counsel.

Date of incident/event: ~ Saturday, Navernber 1p, 2012, approximately 90:18 p.m.

Briefly provide a
description of the Rosie De La Trinidad, et al. v._County of Los Angeles, et al.

inc;dent/~vent: Summary Corrective Action Plan No. 20'14-049

~n Saturday, November 10, 212, at approximately 90.18 p.m., two Los

Angeles County sheriff deputies, assigned to the Los Angeles County
Sheriff s Department's Century Station, were driving east on Ef Segundo
Boulevard in their standard black and white, Country of Los Angeles-
owned patrol vehicle whin they saw a vehicle traveling west an EI
Segundo Boulevard at a high rate of speed. The deputy sheriffs made
a U-turn in order to initiate an enforcement stop on the driver of the
vehicle.

The two deputy sheriffs initiated a traffic stop on Wilmington Avenue;
north of EI Segundo Boulevard.

As the two Los Angeles County deputy sheriffs approached the vehicle
on foot, they observed the driver (decedent's bratherj pass a handgun
to the decedent. Before the taro deputy sheriffs could react, the vehicle
sped away from the scene.

The two depu#y sheriffs, and two additional deputy sheriffs who had
arrived at the scene moments earlier, pursued the vehicEe until it came
to an abrupt stop adjacent to a parked car tin East 122"d Street.

The decedent immediately exiisd the vehicle.' Me ran in front of the
parked vehicle while dent over, Looking down in the direction of the
ground, with his hands in his waistband. When he reached the sidewalk,
he ran directly toward a deputy sherifF. When he sew the deputy sheriff
directly in fronf of him, he immediafety twisted his upper body to the left
while crouching over. Twa deputy sherif4s, believing the decedent was
reaching for a firearm in order to shoat at them, discharged their
Department-issued du#y weapons, striking him.

~'he decedent was pronounced dead at the scene.

The driver of the vehicle; the decedent s brother, drove away.
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Gaunty of Los Angeles
Summary Cnrrec#ive Actian PEan

griefiy describe the root cau e,~, of fhe claim/lawsuit:

'fhe ropt cause in this inCic3ent was the deployment of deadly force by two members of the Las
Angels Counfy Sheriffs I~epartment

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
(Include each corrective action, due date, rssponsible party, anti any disciplinary actions if appropriate)

The Las Angeles County Sheriffs Department had relevant pt~licies and proceduresipratocols in effect
at the time of the incident.

Tn~ Las Angeles County SherifYs gep~rtment's training curriculum addresses the circumsiancss which
occurred in the incident.

This incident was thoroughly invest+gated by representatives from the ~o~ Angeles County SherifF's
Department's Homicide Bureau.

The contenis ~f tiamicide Bureau's investigation ware presented to reprssen#olives from the Las
~0.ngel~s bounty gistrict Attorney's Off'ice to dst~rmine if any invt~{ved members of the Las Angeles
County Sheriff's Departrn~nt engaged in criminal misconduct C?n May 27, 2014, the t~os Angeles
County DistrlcE Attorney's Otfiice concluded that the two deputy sheriffis involved in this incident "acted
in (awful self-defense and defense of another when they us~:d deadly force against" (thy pfaintl~.

The incittent is now being inv~sEigated by representatives from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
l7epartrrtent's tnternai AfFair~ Bureau to determine if any involved members of the Los Angeles Jaunty
Sheriff's Department engaged in ~dminis#rative misconduct. Since the investigation F~as riot yet been
completed, the results are not yet known. When the invesfigatian has been completed, the r~:sutts will
be presented to the members of the dos Angeles County Sheriff's department's Execu~ve Farce
aev(ew Comrrtittea.

Qn flr before September 30, 20't5, thEs correc#ive action plan will be supplemented with a report to
include 1) tie results of the adminiskrative roves#igatian; 2) any administrative aofion faksn or discipline
imposedf and, 3}any other corrective action measures identified and/or taken.

3. Are the corrective actions addressing department-wide system issues?

~ Yes ~-The cvrrec#ivy actions address department-wide systam issues.

C Ncs -The corrective actions arcs only a~pplicabEe to the affected parties.

This sectFon intentionally left blank.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

l.os A~eles County Sheriff's DeP~rtrrtent.

r (Vat3"i~: {REsk Management Coordinator}

Scott E. Johnson, Captain
Risk Management bureau

...Signature:.

r~~.~s

Name: (i?epartment Mead)

Ear} M. Shields, Chief
Praf~ssianal Standards Division

Signature:

~~;

D~t~: 
... __ . ...._._..... .. _....
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C[~ief F.atecutive {~fft~e,R~s~C~ M~na~etti~n~ {ri~p+ector~~Ge~tter~t LASE ONLY 
__,~

s
~ Are the•~cirre~tiu~ acti~ans ap~tica4fe t~ tither d~pa~fcrien45 witkiln~the~ Couflt~?
,~
~ i

[~ Yes„ #t~~ carrsctty~ ~ctlons paEei~tially k~a~re Gvui~ty-wlc~e appiica~€(tij~. _.

Na, ftie ca~rec~ive ac#iahs: are a~pikal~l~:onl~ to ttii~ depa~trimen~

.. ..
I~arYtB; {~Zisk Management Inspector Generatj

~,.5 ~ n ~~.s-'
Signature:_._ 

..~. .... .
.. ..... .... .. . . ........... - Dade:..... .._.,......
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