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TO: SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparat~ n

FROM: PATRICK A. WU
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda

County Claims Board Recommendation
Claim of Martha Partida

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims

Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached

are the Case Summary and the Sununary Corrective Action Plan to be made

available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and

the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'

agenda.
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Boaxd Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Claim of Martha Partida, in the amount of $150,000 plus
waiver of the County's medical bills, and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a
warrant to implement this settlement from the Department of Health Services'
budget.

This claim seeks compensation for the wrongful death of a patient allegedly
arising from treatment received while hospitalized at Rancho Los Amigos
National Rehabilitation Center.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEX FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

HOA.9101 1 1.1

Claim of Martha Partida

N/A

N/A

N/A

Department of Health Services

$150,000, plus waiver of the
County's medical biAs.

Mark D. Potter, Esq.
Potter Handy, LLP

Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

On December 16, 2010,
Eva Partida was admitted to
Rancho Los Amigos National
Rehabilitation Center ("Rancho")
to undergo surgery. On the same
day!, tM~ pa~ie~# ~rndervfr~n~ the
sc~ed~i ~u~~.

During the course of her
hospi#alization, fhe patient's
condition deteriorated and was
eventually placed on life-support.
On December 27, 2010, the
patient expired.

The patient's family served a
Claim for wrongful death upon the
County of Los Angeles contending
that care provided by the staff at
Rancho was negligent thereby
contributing to the patient's death.



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $1,098

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA910111.1

$249



Case Name: Partida. E1ra

The intent of•ihis form is to assist departments ~ uvridru,~ a careciive action plan summary fa atfachnnent
to the settlemetn documents devebped for the Board of S1~pervisors and/or the County of Los Mgeles
Claims B~r+d. The sunmary should be a specrfro avervievs+ of the daimsAawsuii~ ide~fifred root causes
and cotrecWe actions {sbWsf time fratne~ and responsible party). Th)s summary does got replace the
Corrective Action Plan form. [f !here is a question related to confldentialtty, please oonsuft
County Counsel

Dam of IncIdentlavent t)ecember 27, 2(f10

Briatfy provide e description Ors December 16, 2010; Eva Ida was admt~ed to Rancho Los
of the incfdenf/evenk - ~ .

Amigos NaUonai Rehab~flatlon Center {'Rancho'} to undergo sargery.

On the same day, the patient underwent fhe scheduled surgery_

Durutg tfie cotuse of her hosp'rfa~iration, the patients condition

deteriorated and she vras eventually placed on Iife-suppoit tin

December 27, 2010, the patent expired.

The RatienYs family served a claim for wrongtui death upon the Coanty

of Los Angeles contenting that care prtivided by~the staff aE f2ancho was

neg~gent thereby conbibuting fo.the patient's death.

1. ~Brlefty describe the root causefs) of the daFrMawsuit'

Respiratory fa~7ure and death result~g from pneumonia

2. Bsieflal des~je ia~sxr~ded a~rt~ue ac~x
(Ndude each.caee+dlNe a~rL dw elm. iesP Parris. and er~~► d~p&~Y actions if sPP~'oP~)

AU~approptiate personnel Corrective ac8o~ts have been taken. .
Educatlotsa! sess~ns vrere t~Jd at Rancho regarrltng the management of pulmonary
compt'~cations..
A survey was conducted to determine the process of rr~anagmg med~alty compromised
patient undergoic~g se~ery at DNS hosp~afs. A~ DHS hospitals co-manage these patents by
surgical and medical doctors.

• A sunray was conducted to det~rrnirte the accessibility of radiology services on the weekends
for U~ose patlents in the !CU and step-dovvri units. Nt DHS hospitals have these radiology



r

t

County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

3_ Sbte if the corrective actions are app cable to only your department or odyer County deparUnents
(B umu~ Please cw~tact me CT~ief D~ecwive OHke F~c Mar►ogement (ar assMurce)

❑ Pobentia~y has County wide impGcatio~s. ~.

Q Potential[yr has an implication to ocher departments (i.e., a!i human se~vk~s, all sa€ety departments,
or one or more other deparUnents).

X Does not appear to have County wide or other departrnent impiicadons.

Name: {ws~c nagement cowanac«) .

I 1 ~~
Slgnadu _

~

Date; _ 

i'~~j ~~ ~_

{Wdrrl6: (f)aDachr~ent tleed~

(Signature. 
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- Chief Executive Office Risk Management

Name:
~ C.~ C~ STS✓ i7r~~
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