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TO: SACHI A. HAMAl
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Attention: Agenda Preparation

PATRICKA.WU~
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Prathees Murugesapilai v. Antelope Valley Emergency
Medical Association, et al.
United States District Court Case No. 2:09-CV-1514-R(ex)

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Sumar Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Sumar and
the Sumar Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICA nONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Prathees Murgesapilai v. Antelope Valley Emergency
Medical Association, et aI., United States District Court Case No. 2:09-CV-1514-
R( ex), in the amount of $490,000 plus assumption of the Medi-Callien, if any,
and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warant to implement this settlement
from the Deparment of Health Services' budget.

This lawsuit concerns the care received by an inmate while in custody at Mira
Loma Detention Center.

HOA.919I62.I



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Prathees Murugesapilai v.
Antelope Valley Emergency
Medical Association, et al.

CASE NUMBER 2:09-cv-1514-R(ex) - Federal case
MS 006798 - State case

COURT United States District Court -
Central District

DATE FILED October 2, 2009

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Health Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $490,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Conal Boyle, Esq.
Wiloughby Doyle LLP

Thomas M. Dempsey, Esq.
Law Offces of
Thomas M. Dempsey

Narbeh Bagdasarian

Senior Deputy County Counsel

Pl'êlthees MUfuges,apillai, was
placed in civil detention at Mira
Loma Detention Center, a facilty
managed by the County of
Los Angeles. In late February
2008, Mr. MurugesapiJai began
complaining of headaches for
which he received care from the
health care providers from the
Los Angeles County's Department
of Health Services. On
March 4, 2008, Mr. MurugesapiJai
was transported to Antelope
Valley Hospital, a non-County

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE: OF CASE
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facility. At that facilty,
Mr. MurugesapiJai underwent
various diagnostic tests which
showed an infection in
Mr. Murugesapilai's brain.

Mr. Murugesapilai filed a lawsuit
against the County of Los Angeles
and Antelope Valley Hospital
claiming that the care provided to

him was negligent.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $245,497

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $87,795

HOA.906656.1



I Case Name: Muruge.sapIRia, Prathees

Summary Corrective, ~ctlpn Plan

i

I

'.

Th Intet of this fonn Is to assi depiients In wrUng a coecve acton plan summary for attchment
to the seutrnent docments developed for the Boar of Supervsors and/or the Count of lo Angel
Claims Boa. The summai should be a spefi overiew of the claimslts' Identied root çaUS8S
and corrcte actins (stetus. tke fre, and reponsible par). This Slmar doe not replac the
Corrtie Acton Plan form. If ther Is a questi related to confidentlallly. plea consult
County Consel. ,

Date of Inctdet/event Marc 4, 2008

Brlfl provide a d65eriptlon Prathees MurugesapPlai, wa placed In ciil detenti at Mira Lorna

of the IncldenVevent: Detention Center, a 'facilty manag~ by Uie COnty of Los Angeles. In

late Februar'2008, Mr. Murugesapßlai bega complaining of headaches

for which he received care from the heath, care proiders fr Los

Angeles Countys Department of Health seces. On March 4, 2008,

Mr. Murugesapllai Wês transported to Antelope Valley Hospital. a non- .

County facility. At that facility, Mr. Murugesapillai uii~eint varIous

tets which showed an infection In Mr. Murugesaplllai's brain. Mr.

Murugesailai filed a lawsuit agaist the Count ,of Los Angeles and

Antelope Valley Hospital claiming that the care provided to him wa

negligent.

1. Briefl describe the root cause's) of the clalm/awsult

I "" dage roti. fr inl_. . I

2. Brieny ~ remended coe actons:
(Ind ea co ac. .dUe date. ralb pa. an any dlsliry acl i appiate)

. All approprIate personnel corrective actions have bee laken.

. A syste-we 6urvey was conducted to deterine ,if any DHS facilities send nurse .
practitoners (NPs) to prvide healt care In non-DHS faciites. Currentl, NPs are ~nt only to
other County owed facilities.



Cont of Lo Angeles
Summai Corectie Acon Plan

3. State If the corrective ec9ns are applicable to only your deparent or other County deprtments:

(It uns, pleae coci the Chler Ex 0l Rfk Maen fo BSSlsçe)

o PotellaBy ha Countywie Implicatins.

X Potentialy has an implicaon to otherdeparbents (l.e.,.aD hi,an sei, al safet

dealents, or one or mor other departs).

o Does not appear to have Countywide or other deparme implications.

Nam~: 'is Møt Cooilor)

K-1'yY , cJ~ Ue..
Signature:

for i..ü'
ll-

Chief executIe Office Risk Management

Name:

&i Sj" A- Ti tV ()
Signature: Dale: ,gold- t /:1J-

Document version: 3.0 (January 2010) Page2of2


