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Dear Supervisors:

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
LENNOX LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY CENTER
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF LENNOX
APPROVE PROJECT
ADOPT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
AUTHORIZE LOCAL WORKER HIRING PROGRAM

- ADOPT, ADVERTISE, AND AWARD
SPECS. 7035; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77605
(SECOND DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

The recommended actions will adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration, authorize the
implementation of a Local Worker Hiring Program, adopt plans and specifications, and
authorize advertising for construction bids and award of the construction contract for the
Lennox Library and Community Center Project.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Consider the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Lennox Library and
Community Center Project together with any comments received during the
public review process; find that the Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the
independent judgment and analysis of your Board; adopt the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program, finding that it is adequately designed to
ensure compliance with the mitigation measures during Project implementation;
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find on the basis of the whole record before your Board that there is no
substantial evidence the Project will have a significant effect on the environment;
and adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration.

2. Approve and authorize the implementation of a Local Worker Hiring Program for
the Lennox Library and Community Center Project, and find that the program
furthers a legitimate governmental interest for the reasons stated in this letter and
in the Project files.

3. Approve the Project, and adopt plans and specifications for Lennox Library and
Community Center Project at an estimated construction cost of $4,410,000, and
instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to advertise the Project for bids to be
received and opened on May 22, 2012, in accordance with the Instruction Sheet
for Publishing Legal Advertisements.

4. Authorize the Director of Public Works, or her designee, to execute a Consultant
Services Agreement with the apparent Lowest Responsive and Responsible
Bidder to prepare a baseline construction schedule for a $7,000 not-to-exceed
fee funded by existing project funds and to establish the effective date following
Board approval.

5. Delegate to the Director of Public Works, or her designee, the authority to
determine, in accordance with the applicable contract and bid documents,
whether the apparent Lowest Responsive and Responsible Bidder has timely
prepared a satisfactory baseline construction schedule and satisfy all conditions
for contract award, including the criteria adopted by your Board for contract
award. Upon determination that all such conditions have been satisfied,
authorize the Director of Public Works, or her designee, to award and execute
the construction contract, in the form previously approved by County Counsel, to
the apparent Lowest Responsive and Responsible Bidder so long as the bid
amount does not exceed $4,851,000, and to establish the effective date of the
contract upon the receipt of acceptable performance and payment bonds and
evidence of required contractor insurance.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP),
authorize the implementation of a Local Worker Hiring Program (LWHP), adopt plans
and specifications, cause the advertising for construction bids, and authorize the
Director of of Public Works, or her designee, to award and execute a construction
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contract for the Lennox Library and Community Center Project (Project). The adopt,
advertise, and award process is being recommended in order to expedite the delivery of
the Project.

Project Description and Background

The Project is a renovation and addition to the existing 16,100-square-foot, one-story
portion of the Lennox Library and former Sheriff's Station located at 4359 and
4343 Lennox Boulevard in Lennox, California. The Project will demolish 2,900 square
feet, construct a new 5,900 square-foot addition to the library, renovate 3,000 square
feet of existing library space, and renovate 7,200 square feet of unused office space for
a Constituent Service Center. Under a separate project, the Sheriff's Department will
renovate the remaining 3,000 square feet for use as a locker room to support potential
uses in the adjacent two-story Sheriff's building.

The proposed enlarged and renovated library will include a refurbished entrance with
marketplace-style collections; an adult reading and circulating collections area; a teen
area with a group study room, teen collections, seating, and audiovisual area; a
children's library with children's collections and seating, children's technology, family
place, and homework center area; self-checkout stations; nine public access computers;
customer service areas; and a community meeting room. The community meeting room
includes an associated warming kitchen and will support community functions and
library programs such as children's storytelling, educational programs, and training.
The community meeting room will accommodate meetings for up to 75 people and is
designed with a separate entrance to allow operation when the library is open or closed.
The book and materials collection in the existing library will be transferred to the
replacement library when it opens. '

The Project will reallocate site parking by dedicating 45 parking stalls to the Project and
providing a barrier between the Project parking area and the adjacent Sheriff's
Department parking area.

Community services will also be provided through the Constituent Service Center, which
will include meeting rooms, a Second District field office, and space for collocated
County services as needed by the community.

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

The Initial Study was prepared in accordance with Section 15365 of California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. The Initial Study identified potentially
significant effects on the environment in the areas of biological resources, cultural
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resources, geology, and noise levels due to demolition, construction and
site improvements. A MMRP has been prepared in conjunction with the MND
(Attachment C). Pursuant to CEQA, the MMRP identifies measures that will reduce the
effects from being a “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant Impact.”
The MMRP described in Appendix | of the MND will be incorporated into the
construction documents to ensure compliance with Project environmental mitigation
measures that have been developed to address issues concerning biological resources,
cultural resources, geology, and noise levels.

Construction Contract

The plans and specifications for the Project have been completed by Charles Walton
Associates, AIA (CWA), and are on file in the Architectural Engineering Division of the
Department of Public Works (Public Works) as custodian of record for construction of
the Project. [t is recommended that your Board adopt the plans and specification and
cause the Project to be advertised for construction bids.

The proposed consultant services agreement with the apparent Lowest Responsive and
Responsible Bidder to prepare a baseline construction schedule that conforms to the
County's Schedule Specification is critical to successfully manage construction activities

by both the bidder and the County, and a responsible bidder must be able to produce
~ such a construction schedule. Bid specifications provide that if the apparent
Lowest Responsive and Responsible Bidder fails to complete an acceptable schedule,
the bidder may be determined to be nonresponsible and that the Chief Executive Office
(CEO) may recommend awarding the construction contract to the next lowest bidder,
contingent on the next lowest bidder's completion of a baseline schedule that conforms
to the County's specifications.

Upon receipt and review of all bids, the apparent Lowest Responsive and Responsible
Bidder will be determined. If the bid can be awarded within the total Project budget, it is
recommended that your Board delegate authority to the Director of Public Works,
or her designee, to award the construction contract to the Lowest Responsive and
Responsible Bidder. If the bid cannot be accommodated within the current construction
estimate, but is within the current Project budget, we will return to your Board
with a revised Project budget and related budget adjustment to be funded by
Second Supervisorial District Capital Project funds (C.P. No. 77044).
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Local Worker Hiring Program

On December 8, 2009, your Board approved a program to employ local workers on Job
Order Contracts managed by Public Works. On October 19, 2010, your Board also
approved a LWHP for the Inpatient Tower and Multi-Service Ambulatory Care Center
Project at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Medical Center (MLK). The library site is located in
zip code 90304, which is identified in the Factual Predicate Study for the MLK LWHP as
having a rate of unemployment in excess of 150 percent of the County average.
A review of the data from the MLK study confirmed that the same rationale applicable to
the mandatory LWHP for the MLK Project would apply to this Project. Therefore, we
recommend implementing a similar program that would require the bidder to assure that
a minimum of 30 percent of the labor hours performed by California residents be worked
by qualified local residents residing in either zip codes within a 5-mile radius of the
Project site, or within zip codes within the County of Los Angeles where the
unemployment rate is 150 percent of the County average. On September 6, 2011,
11 additional zip codes were approved by your Board for inclusion in any future projects
utilizing a LWHP and they will be included in the LWHP for the Project. However,
because of the relatively small nature of this Project, it is not proposed that a
disadvantaged worker requirement be included as an additional component of the
LWHP for this Project.

Green Building/Sustainable Design Program

The Project supports your Board's policy for Green Building/Sustainable Design
Program by using locally manufactured materials, water-efficient plumbing fixtures, and
energy-efficient lighting fixtures with light sensor controls. There will be savings due to
a reduction in electricity and water consumption as a result of the sustainable elements
included in the design.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness
(Goal 1); and Integrated Services Delivery (Goal 3), by maximizing the effectiveness of
present structure and operation to support timely delivery of customer-oriented and
efficient public service.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Public Works' fair construction cost estimate for construction of the Project is
$4,851,000 (including a 10 percent bid contingency). Should the Lowest Responsive
and Responsible Bidder exceed the current construction estimate, but be within the
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current Project budget, we will return to your Board with a revised Project budget and
related budget adjustment to be funded by Second Supervisorial District Capital Project
funds (C.P. No. 77044).

The total project cost estimate, including programming, plans and specifications,
plan check, construction, change orders, consultant services, miscellaneous
expenditures, Civic Art allocation, and County services, is estimated at $8,436,000.
The Project Schedule and Budget Summary are detailed in Attachment A. Sufficient
appropriation is available in the Fiscal Year 2011-12 Capital Projects/Refurbishments
Budget — Lennox Library and Community Center Project (C.P. No. 77605) to fund the
Project.

The Lennox Library and Community Center Project (C.P. No. 77605) is funded by
$4,637,000 of Utility Users Tax funding allocated to the Second Supervisorial District;
$3,338,000 in prior year net County cost; $321,000 in prior year net County cost from
Public Library Operating Budget; and $140,000 in Extraordinary Maintenance funds for
Americans with Disabilities Act compliance.

Operational Budget Impact

Based on the proposed scope, Public Library anticipates an increase of $56,000 in
annual ongoing operating costs. Public Library plans to offset the increased operating
costs through energy savings from Green Building/Sustainable Design Program
features and reallocation of Second District Unincorporated Utility Tax funds. Other
operational budget impacts are being evaluated and will be presented when we return
to your Board to recommend awarding a construction contract.

Second Supervisorial District anticipates no increase in annual ongoing operating costs
as resources allocated to this office will be offset by equal decreases in other
Second District offices. Operating Costs for other areas of the Constituent Services
Center are to be determined and will be reported to your Board as functions are added.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Adjacent to the Lennox Library and Community Center site, the Sheriff's Lennox
facilities currently have fueling capability for its vehicles through aboveground fuel
pumps with an underground fuel tank. The current tanks were installed in 1999 to
replace tanks that had failed. Remediation actions have been undertaken since that
time and routine soil testing continues to indicate that additional remediation is required.
These remediation activities are currently managed by the CEO and are budgeted
separately within the Capital Projects Budget, under C.P. No. 87063.
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Further testing was performed by the environmental consultant and the existing data for
soil, soil gas, and groundwater indicates that there would be no issues expected with
encountering contamination during construction, or following construction at the Project
site. On November 29, 2011, we informed the Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB) of the Project, our intent to move forward with the implementation of the
Project, provided the findings, and requested comments. The RWQCB has not
provided any comments.

The recommended Project contract will be solicited on an open, Competitive basis and
in accordance with applicable Federal, State, and County requirement; and will be in
form previously reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel.

The contract will contain terms and conditions supporting your Board's ordinances and
policies, including, but not ‘limited to: County Code Chapter 2.200, Child Support
Compliance Program; County Code Chapter 2.202, Contractor Responsibility and
Debarment; County Code Chapter 2.203, Contractor Employee Jury Service Program;
County Code Chapter 2.206, Defaulted Property Tax Reduction Program; Board
Policy 5.050, County's Greater Avenues for Independence (GAIN) and General Relief
Opportunities for Work (GROW) Programs; Board Policy 5.060, Reporting of Improper
Solicitations; Board Policy 5.110, Contract Language to Assist in Placement of
Displaced County Workers; and Board Policy 5.135, Notice to Contract Employees of
Newborn Abandonment Law (Safely Surrendered Baby Law).

Applicable law, including the State Public Contract Code, requires the County to award
a construction contract to the apparent Lowest Responsive and Responsible Bidder,
which refers to the firm that: (1) submits the lowest-priced bid; (2) is deemed by the
County to be “responsive” to specific criteria under the solicitation, including, but not
limited to, licensure, bonding, and insurance requirements; and (3) is determined by the
County to be a "responsible" bidder by exhibiting the quality, fitness, capacity,
experience, and trustworthiness to satisfactorily perform the work required under the bid
solicitation.

To ensure that the contract is awarded to the apparent Lowest Responsive and
Responsible Bidder with a satisfactory history of performance, bidders are required to
report violations of the False Claims Act, criminal convictions, civil litigation, defaulted
contracts with the County, complaints filed with the contractors State License Board,
labor law/payroll violations, and debarment actions. As provided for in Board
Policy 5.140, the information reported by the bidder will be considered before the
Director of Public Works, or her designee, exercises the delegated authority to award a
consultant contract to prepare a baseline construction schedule.
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The proposed consultant services agreement with the apparent Lowest Responsive and
Responsible Bidder to prepare a baseline construction schedule that conforms to the
County's Schedule Specification is critical to successfully manage construction activities
by both the contractor and the County, and a responsible bidder must be able to
produce such a construction schedule. Bid specifications provide that if the apparent
Lowest Responsive and Responsible Bidder fails to complete an acceptable schedule,
the bidder may be determined to be nonresponsible and that the CEO may recommend
awarding the construction contract to the next lowest bidder, contingent on the next
lowest bidder's completion of a baseline schedule that conforms to the County's
specifications.

The plans and specifications include the contractual provisions, methods, and material
requirements necessatry for this Project and are on file with Public Works.

As required by your Board, the Project cost includes 1 percent of design and
construction costs to be allocated to the Civic Art Fund per your Board's Civic Art Policy
adopted on December 7, 2004.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

An Initial Study was prepared for the Project in compliance with CEQA. The
Initial Study identified potentially significant effects of the project in the following areas:
Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology, and Noise. Prior to the release of
the proposed MND and Initial Study for public review, revisions to the Project were
made or agreed to which would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point below
significance, as follows:

e  Biological Resources: Protection of the potential nesting areas of migratory birds
by requiring to the extent possible, that the removal of mature trees occurs outside
of the nesting period; and if the removal needs to occur during the nesting season,
by surveying trees for the presence of nesting birds by a qualified biologist prior to
removal.

e Cultural Resources: Protection of archeological, paleological and native American
artifacts from damage or disturbance by implementing established protocols for
each category.

e Geology. Mitigation of potential seismic impacts on the completed project through
reviews of building designs and adherence to recommendations and parameters
established in the Final Geotechnical Report.
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e Noise: Minimization of construction-related noise through regular inspection and
maintenance of construction equipment to ensure noise mufflers, lagging, and/or
motor enclosures are operating properly; and routing trucks and hauling as far away
as possible from residences and noise sensitive uses; and limiting the number of
simultaneous operating heavy construction equipment to no more than four.

The Initial Study and Project revisions showed that there is no substantial evidence, in
light of the whole record, that the Project, as revised, has a significant effect on the
environment. Based on the Initial Study and Project revisions, a MND was prepared for
the Project.

An MMRP has been prepared in conjunction with the MND. Pursuant to CEQA, the
MMRP identifies measures that will reduce the effects to a "less than significant impact".

Public notice was posted at the Project site, mailed to residents and/or property owners
adjacent to the Project site, and published in the Daily Breeze Newspaper beginning on
January 3, 2012, pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 21092. The Initial Study
and MND were made available for review and comment from January 3 to 24, 2012, at
Public Works and the Lennox Public Library. During the public comment period, no
comments were received from members of the public or public agencies.

The location of the documents and other materials constituting the record of the
proceedings upon which your Board's decision is based in -this matter is the
County of Los.Angeles Department of Public Works, Assistant Deputy Director,
Project Management Division Il (900 South Fremont Avenue, 5th Floor, Alhambra,
California 91803).

The State Department of Fish and Game has determined that for purposes of the
assessment of CEQA filing fees pursuant to Section 711.4(c) of the California Fish and
Game Code, the Project has no potential effect on fish, wildlife, and habitat, and the
Project as described does not require filing of a CEQA filing fee. Upon your Board's
adoption of the MND, Public Works will file a Notice of Determination with the
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk in accordance with Section 21152(a) of the California
Public Resources Code and pay the County Clerk's processing fee,

CONTRACTING PROCESS

A standard contract, in the form previously approved by County Counsel, will be used.
The standard Board-directed clauses that provide for contract termination,
renegotiation, and hiring qualified displaced County employees will be included in the
contract.
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As required by your Board, language has been incorporated into the Project
specifications stating that the bidder shall notify its employees, and shall require each
subcontractor to notify its employees that they may be eligible for the Federal Earned
Income Credit under the Federal income tax law (Federal Income Tax Law, Internal
Revenue Service Notice 1015).

Advertising for bids will be in accordance with the County's standard Instruction Sheet
for Publishing Legal Advertisements (Attachment B).

As requested by your Board on February 3, 1998, this contract opportunity will be listed
on the Doing Business with Us website. _

The specifications require the bidder to assure that 30 percent of the California
construction hours are worked by qualified local workers residing within a 5-mile radius
of the Project site, or within zip codes that exceed 150 percent of the County average
rate of unemployment, or within one of 11 additional zip codes that were approved by
your Board for inclusion in projects utilizing a LWHP.

Participation by Community Business Enterprises (CBE) in the Project is encouraged
through Public Works' Capital Projects’ CBE Outreach Program and by monitoring the
good faith efforts of bidders to utilize CBEs.

A copy of the plans and specifications are on file in the Architectural Engineering
Division of Public Works.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

There will be a reduced level of library services during construction and library start-up,
as library services at 4359 Lennox Boulevard will stop temporarily. Public Library will
staff and service community library needs through a temporary express library in a
community room space at Lennox Park, located at 10828 Condon Avenue, Lennox,
California 90304. The temporary express library will allow residents to check out books
from a small collection, request books be transferred into the express library collection,
and consult staff. Also available in the express library will be audiovisual materials for
. check out and a small reading area.

Approval of the recommended actions will have no impact on other County services or
projects.
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CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this Board letter to the Chief Executive Office,
Capital Projects Division; Arts Commission; Public Library; and Public Works, Project
Management Division II.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM T FUJIOKA
Chief Executive Officer

WTF:RLR:DJT
DKM:AC:cvb

Attachments

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Arts Commission
Public Library
Public Works

u\board letters[word]\ Capital Projects\aaa bl - iennox library and community center project for 4-24-2012 agenda.docm



ATTACHMENT A

April 24, 2012
' DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
LENNOX LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY CENTER
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF LENNOX
APPROVE PROJECT
ADOPT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
AUTHORIZE LOCAL WORKER HIRING PROGRAM
ADOPT, ADVERTISE AND AWARD
SPECS. 7035; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77605
(SECOND DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)
. PROJECT SCHEDULE
Scheduled Revised
Project Activity Completion Date Completion Date

Project Program Completed Completed
Design

Award Design Contract 06/29/2010 06/29/2010*

Construction Document Submittal 04/18/2011 10/13/2011*

Jurisdictional Approval 10/18/2011 04/24/2012
Construction Bid and Award 01/17/2012 07/10/2012
Construction

Start Construction 02/13/2012 07/30/2012

Substantial Completion 09/12/2013 10/29/2013

Project Acceptance 04/01/2014 05/15/2014

*Actual completion date.
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Il. PROJECT BUDGET SUMMARY
Budget Category Board Approved Budget
Land Acquisition $ 0
Construction

Low Bid Construction Contract $ 4,410,000
Change Orders $ 717,000
Telecomm Equip — Affixed to Building $ 211,500
Civic Art $ 50,000
Subtotal $ 5,388,500

Programming/Development $ 45,000
Plans and Specifications $ 565,000
Consultant Services

75,000

Deputy Inspection $

Site Planning $ 60,000
Hazardous Materials $ 25,000
Geotech/Soils Test $ 40,000
Material Testing $ 35,000
Cost Estimating | $ 30,000
Topographic Surveys $ 14,000
Construction Management $ 35,000
Environmental $ 66,000

Scheduling $ 20,000
Subtotal $ 400,000
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Budget Category Board Approved Budget
Miscellaneous Expenditures
Printing $ 20,000
FF&E — Community Center $ 100,000
FF&E — Library $ 591,000
$ 711,000
Jurisdictional Review/Plan Check/Permit
Code Compliance Inspection $ 42,000
County Services
Code Compliance and Quality
Control Inspections $ 250,000
Design Review $ 60,000
Contract Administration $ 55,000
Project Management $ 574,500
Secretarial $ 30,000
Document Control $ 135,000
Project Technical Support $ 70,000
Consultant Contract Recovery $ 85,000
Office of Affirmative Action $ 15,000
Other $ 10,000
$ 1,284,500
$ 8,436,000
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
LENNOX LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY CENTER
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF LENNOX
APPROVE PROJECT
ADOPT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
AUTHORIZE LOCAL WORKER HIRING PROGRAM
ADOPT, ADVERTISE AND AWARD
SPECS. 7035; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77605
(SECOND DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

PUBLISHING LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS: In accordance with the State of California
Public Contract Code Section 20125, you may publish once a week for two weeks in a
weekly newspaper or ten times in a daily newspaper. Forward three reprints of this
advertisement to Architectural Engineering Division, Department of Public Works,
900 South Fremont Avenue, 8th Floor, Alhambra, California 91803-1331.

OFFICIAL NOTICE
INVITING BIDS

Notice is hereby given that the Director of Public Works will receive sealed bids for
furnishings, materials, labor, and equipment required to complete construction for the
following work:

BID DOC. DATE OF BID

SD SPECS PROJECT FEE OPENING
2 7095  Lennox Library and Community Center $75 May 22, 2012
4359 & 4343 Lennox Boulevard
Lennox, CA

Copies of the project manual and drawings may be downloaded for free from the
Los Angeles County Public Works website http://dpw.lacounty.gov/go/construction
contracts; or for $75, copies of the project manual and drawings may be obtained at the
Cashier's office, Department of Public Works, 900 South Fremont Avenue, Mezzanine
Floor, Alhambra, California 91803. For bid information, please call (626) 458-2563.
Each bid shall be submitted on the required form, sealed, and filed at the Cashier's
office no later than 2:00 p.m. on May 22, 2012. Bids will be publicly opened, examined,
and declared by Public Works at 2:15 p.m. on this date in the Department of Public
Works' Main Conference Rooms, 900 South Fremont Avenue, Alhambra,
California 91808.
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The contractor and all of its subcontractors of any tier shall be required to pay prevailing
wages to all workers employed in the execution of the work of improvement in
accordance with Labor Code Section 1770 et seq. Copies of prevailing rate of per diem
wages are on file at the Department of Public Works, Architectural Engineering Division,
which shall be made available to any interested party upon request.

Bids must conform to the drawings and project manual and all bidding requirements.
This project requires the prime contractor to possess an active B license classification at
the time of bid submittal. The contractor should verify to his/her satisfaction that he/she
holds the correct license for this type of project. Also, this project includes a mandatory
Local Worker Hiring Program that requires the general contractor to assure that a
minimum of 30 percent of the labor hours performed by California residents be worked
by qualified local residents residing in either zip codes within a 5-mile radius of the
project site, within zip codes within the County of Los Angeles where the unemployment
rate is 150 percent of the County average, or within one of 11 additional zip codes that
were approved by your Board on September 6, 2011, for inclusion in projects utilizing a
LWHP.

In addition to the above, the general contractor must satisfy at least one of the following
two minimum qualifications requirements:

OPTION 1

The general contractor shall have completed a minimum of one Public Library (as
defined by Section 18810 (p) of the California Education Code) project in California
within the last 10 years where the value of work was in excess of $2,000,000 School,
Academic, or Special Libraries, as also defined in Section 18810, will not be considered
as a Public Library under this option; or

OPTION 2

The general contractor shall have completed, within the last 5 years, at least one new
building or building addition project for a public entity at a construction value of at least
$2,000,000 and of at least 5,000 square feet, which included at least three of the
following construction elements: building addition; building renovation; furniture, fixtures
and equipment; low voltage systems; masonry restoration; and Type V construction.
The general contractor shall submit verification of such qualifying experience on the
County provided form at the time of bid submittal.
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For both options, the County will determine, in its sole discretion, whether or not the
information provided meets the requirements for experience in order for the general
contractor to be considered a responsive qualified bidder on this Lennox Library and
Community Center project.

PREBID CONFERENCE

Public Works' Project Management Team will hold a prebid conference at 10:00 a.m. on
May 7, 2012, at the project site, 4359 Lennox Boulevard, Lennox, California 90304, to
provide information on the project, bidding process, and answer any questions that the
potential bidders may have. For further directions, please contact Ms. Loydi Nguyen
with the Public Works' Project Management Team at (626) 458-2180.

OTHER INSTRUCTIONS

The County supports and encourages equal opportunity contracting. The contractor
shall make good faith efforts, as defined in Section 2000 of the Public Contract Code, to
contract with Community Business Enterprises.

The Board of Supervisors reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive technical
or inconsequential errors and discrepancies in bids submitted in the public's interest.

Si necesita informacién en espaniol, por favor llame al Teléfono (626) 458-2563.

Upon 72 hours notice, Public Works can provide program
information and publications in alternate formats or make other
accommodations for people with disabilities. In addition, program
documents are available at our main office in Athambra (900 South
Fremont Avenue), which is accessible to individuals with disabilities.
To request accommodations ONLY, or for more ADA information,
please contact our departmental ADA Coordinator at (626) 458-4081
or TDD (626) 282-7829, Monday through Thursday, from 7 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.
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Con 72 horas de noticia, el Departamento puede proveerle
informacién y publicaciones sobre el programa y formatos
alternativos o hacer adaptaciones para incapacitados. Ademas,
documentacion sobre el programa esta disponible en nuestra oficina
principal en Alhambra (900 South Fremont Avenue), la cual es
accesible para individuos con incapacidades. Para solicitar
adaptaciones SOLAMENTE, o para mas informacién del ADA,
pongase en contacto con nuestro Coordinador del ADA del
Departamento al (626) 458-4081 o TDD (626) 282-7829, de lunes a
jueves de las 7 a.m. a 5:30 p.m.

By order of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles, State of California,
dated April 24, 2012.

Specs. 7035

SACHI A. HAMAI, EXECUTIVE OFFICER
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
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ATTACHMENT C

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
LENNOX LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY CENTER
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF LENNOX
APPROVE PROJECT
ADOPT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
AUTHORIZE LOCAL WORKER HIRING PROGRAM
ADOPT, ADVERTISE AND AWARD
SPECS. 7035; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77605
(SECOND DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
(See Enclosed)
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

1. Projecttitle
Lennox Library and Community Center Project
2. Lead agency name and address:
County of Los Angeles
c/o Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
900 S. Fremont Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91803
3. Contact person and phone number:
Te-Ling Chou, Project Management Division I
Phone: (626) 300-3205
4. Projectlocation:
4359 Lennox Boulevard
Lennox, CA 90304
5. Project sponsor’s name and address:
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
900 S. Fremont Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91803
6. General plan designation:
Commercial
7. Zoning:
C2, Neighborhood Business
8. Description of project:

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works proposes improvements to the existing Lennox
Library and County office building at 4359 Lennox Boulevard, in the unincorporated community of
Lennox. The existing library, County offices, and Sheriff’s Station occupy adjoining buildings in the
Lennox Civic Center Complex on a property totaling approximately 2.8 acres. The proposed project
would renovate and expand the existing library by approximately 4,396 square feet; renovate
approximately 10,072 square feet of existing underutilized and/or vacant County office space to
accommodate County programs; rehabilitate existing building exteriors; reconfigure existing on-site
parking; and implement additional improvements to pedestrian circulation, landscaping, lighting, and
signage.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 1
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9. Surrounding land uses and setting:

Hawthorne Boulevard in the project area is zoned C-3, Unlimited Commercial, north and south of
Lennox Boulevard. Lennox Boulevard is zoned C-2, Neighborhood Business, in the project vicinity.
Single- and multi-family residential uses lie east and west of the project site along Lennox Boulevard.
Land uses to the north include a bar/club, auto body repair shop, multi-family residential apartment
building and surface parking, and a surface parking lot leased by the Sheriff’s Department. Multi-family
residential apartment uses and surface parking are located immediately to the east. Land uses to the
south across Lennox Boulevard include retail commercial uses and a shopping center. Land uses west
of the project site, across Hawthorne Boulevard, include a fast-food restaurant, car wash, and other
retail commercial uses.

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required
= Department of Regional Planning approval;

= Site plan review by the County of Los Angeles;

= Parking Waiver

= (Covenant and Agreement to maintain parking spaces;

= Grading Permit with SUSMP documentation;

= Lot tie for the northern portion of the project site;

= Los Angeles County Fire Department approval and clearance
= Building Permit;

= Sign Permit and

= Use and Occupancy Permit.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 2
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PURPOSE OF THE INITIAL STUDY

The proposed Lennox Library and Community Center Project is analyzed in this Initial Study, in accordance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), to determine if approval of the Project would have a
significant impact on the environment. This Initial Study has been prepared pursuant to the requirements of
CEQA, under Public Resources Code 21000-21177, of the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Sections 15000-15387) and under the guidance of the County of
Los Angeles Department of Public Works. The County of Los Angeles is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is
responsible for preparing the Initial Study for the proposed project.

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one
impact that is a “Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist on
the following pages.

[ ]Aesthetics []Agriculture and Forestry Resources [ | Air Quality

XIBiological Resources <] Cultural Resources X Geology/Soils
[1Greenhouse Gas Emissions [1Hazards/Hazardous Materials [] Hydrology/Water Quality
[ 1Land Use/Planning [_1Mineral Resources X Noise
[1Population/Housing []Public Services [ ] Recreation

[ ] Transportation/Traffic [ ] Utilities and Service Systems L] Mandatory Findings of

Significance
DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[ ] 1 find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X 1 find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will
not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the
project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

[ ] I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

[ ] I find that proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless
mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based
on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required,
but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 3
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[ ] Ifind that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon
the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature Date

Printed Name For

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational
impacts.

2) Alist of “Supporting Information Sources” should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.

3) Impact Columns Heading Definitions:

= “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect
may be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the
determination is made, an EIR is required.

»  “Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the incorporation
of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less

Than Significant Impact.” The mitigation measures must be described, along with a brief
explanation of how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level.

= “Less Than Significant Impact” applies where the project creates no significant impacts, only
Less Than Significant impacts.

»  “No Impact” applies where a project does not create an impact in that category. A “No Impact”
answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact
simply does not apply to projects like the one proposed (e.g., the project falls outside of a
fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on project-
specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 4
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4) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section
15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

= Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

*» Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within
the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal
standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on
the earlier analysis.

= Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from
the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the
project.

5) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for
potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or
outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the
statement is substantiated.

6) The explanation of each issue should identify:
a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 5
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Issues:

Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
Potentially Impact With Less Than
Mitigation  Significant No
Incorporated Impact Impact

I. AESTHETICS - Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of
the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

II. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES - In determining
whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an
optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and
farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources,
including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to information compiled by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire protection regarding the state’s
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment
of and the Forest Legacy Assessment Project; and forest carbon
measurements methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted
by the California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest
land (as defined in Public Resources Code Section 1220(g)),
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code Section 51104(g))?

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to
non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due
to their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland,
to non-agricultural use?

[

[ [ X

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
PCR Services Corporation

Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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Less Than
Significant
Issues: Potentially Impact With Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

I1I. AIR QUALITY - Where available, the significance criteria
established by the applicable air quality management or air
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following
determinations. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air ] ] X ]
quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to ] ] X ]
an existing or projected air quality violation?

c) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any ] ] X ]
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment

under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard

(including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative

thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant L] L] X ]
concentrations?

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of ] ] X ]
people?

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through ] ] ] =
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,

sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies,

or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or ] ] ] X
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional

plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish

and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected ] ] ] X
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)

through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other

means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native ] X ] ]
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established

native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of

native nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting ] ] ] X
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 7
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Less Than
Significant
Issues: Potentially Impact With Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
f)  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat ] ] L] X

Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES - Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource as defined in §15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5?

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature?

O o oo o
X X X 0O
O O O K
O o oo o

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside
of formal cemeteries?

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS - Would the project:
a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i)  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the ] ] ] X
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by

the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial

evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology

Special Publication 42.

ii)  Strong seismic ground shaking?
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?
iv) Landslides?

b) Resultin substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

O 0O 0O 0o o
X O 0O 0O X
O X O X O
O 0O X 0O O

c) Belocated on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that
would become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?

d) Belocated on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the ] ] X ]
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or

property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic ] ] ] X

tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are
not available for the disposal of waste water?

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 8
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Less Than
Significant

Issues: Potentially Impact With Less Than

Significant  Mitigation  Significant No

Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

VII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS - Would the Project:
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or ] ] = ]
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment,
based on any applicable threshold of significance?
b) Conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation of an ] ] ] =
agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?
VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDQUS MATERIALS -
Would the project:
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment ] ] = ]
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?
b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment ] ] X ]
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?
c¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely ] ] X ]

hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile
of an existing or proposed school?

d) Belocated on a site which is included on a list of hazardous ] ] X ]
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section

65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the

public or the environment?

e) Foraprojectlocated within an airport land use plan or, where ] ] Ol =
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public

airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety

hazard for people residing or working in the project area?

f)  For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the ] ] ] =
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in
the project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury ] ] ] X
or death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are

adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed

with wildlands?

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY -

Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge ] ] X ]
requirements?

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project

PCR Services Corporation 9
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Less Than
Significant

Issues: Potentially Impact With Less Than

Significant  Mitigation  Significant No

Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere ] ] X ]
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there would be a
net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater
table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby wells
would drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or
planned uses for which permits have been granted)?
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or ] ] X ]
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or
river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or
siltation on- or off-site?
d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or ] ] X ]
area, including through the alternation of the course of a stream or
river, or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site?
e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the ] ] X ]
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?
f)  Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? ] ] X ]
g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped ] ] L] X
on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map
or other flood hazard delineation map?
h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which ] ] ] X
would impede or redirect flood flows?
i)  Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury ] ] Ol =
or death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the
failure of a levee or dam?
j)  Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? ] ] ] X
X. LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would the project:
a) Physically divide an established community? ] ] L] X
b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation ] ] X ]
of an agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or
zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating
an environmental effect?
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or ] ] ] X
natural community conservation plan?
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project

PCR Services Corporation 1 0
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Less Than
Significant
Issues: Potentially Impact With Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

XI. MINERAL RESOURCES - Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan or other land use plan?

XII. NOISE - Would the project result in:

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise level in excess of
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance,
or applicable standards of other agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the
project?

e) Foraprojectlocated within an airport land use plan or, where
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

f)  For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the
project expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING - Would the project:

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or
indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the need for new or physically altered

[

[ [ X

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
PCR Services Corporation
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Environmental Checklist Form February 2012

Less Than
Significant
Issues: Potentially Impact With Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

governmental facilities, construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for
any of the public services:

Fire protection?
Police protection?
Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

Oogon
Oogon
OOodooo
X NXNXX

XV. RECREATION

]
]
[l
X

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood
and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the ] ] Ol =
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might
have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC - Would the project:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy ] ] X ]
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of the

circulation system, taking into account all modes of transportation

including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant

components of the circulation system, including but not limited to

intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and

bicycle paths, and mass transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, ] ] X ]
including, but not limited to, level of service standards and travel

demand measures, or other standards established by the county

congestion management agency for designated roads or highways?

c) Resultin a change in air traffic patterns, including either an ] ] ] X
increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in
substantial safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., ] ] X ]
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g.,
farm equipment)?

e) Resultininadequate emergency access? ] ] X ]
f)  Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding ] ] ] X

public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease
the performance or safety of such facilities??

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation 1 2



February 2012

Environmental Checklist Form

Issues:

XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS - Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable
Regional Water Quality Control Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities,
the construction of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project
from existing entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded
entitlements needed?

e) Resultin a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate
capacity to serve the project's projected demand in addition to the
provider's existing commitments?

f)  Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to
accommodate the project's solid waste disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations
related to solid waste?

XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the
major periods of California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable"” means
that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
Potentially Impact With Less Than
Mitigation  Significant No
Incorporated Impact Impact

[

[ X [
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ATTACHMENT A
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A. INTRODUCTION

Los Angeles County proposes improvements to the existing Lennox Library and County office building at
4359 Lennox Boulevard, in the unincorporated community of Lennox. The existing library, Sheriff’s Station,
and County offices occupy adjoining buildings in the Lennox Civic Center Complex on a single property
totaling approximately 2.8 acres. The proposed project would renovate and expand the existing library by
approximately 4,396 square feet; renovate approximately 10,072 square feet of existing underutilized
and/or vacant office space to accommodate new offices and amenities for County programs; rehabilitate
existing building exteriors; reconfigure existing on-site parking; and implement additional improvements to
pedestrian circulation, landscaping, and signage.

B. PROJECT LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES

The project site is located within the unincorporated Los Angeles County community of Lennox, in southwest
Los Angeles County. Lennox is generally bordered to the north by the City of Inglewood; to the south and
southwest by the City of Hawthorne and the unincorporated community of Del Aire; to the east and
southeast by the unincorporated communities of Westmont and West Athens, and by the Crenshaw
community within the City of Los Angeles; and to the west by the City of El Segundo and Los Angeles
International Airport. Regional access to the project site is provided by the Glenn Anderson/Century
Freeway (I-105) and the San Diego Freeway (I-405). A regional and vicinity map is provided in Figure A-1,
Regional and Vicinity Map, and an aerial photograph is provided in Figure A-2, Aerial Photograph.

The project site occupies the northeast corner of the intersection of Lennox Boulevard and Hawthorne
Boulevard and is bounded to the south and west by those roadways. Land uses north of the project site
include an off-site parking lot leased by the Sheriff's Department (not a part of the proposed project),
commercial uses, a multi-family residential apartment building, and surface parking. Land uses south of the
project site are a mix of retail and service commercial, including auto parts sales, auto rental, and auto body
and truck repair shops, as well as single- and multi-family residential dwellings. Land uses to the east of the
project site are a mix of single- and multi-family residential dwellings, and land uses immediately to the west,
across Hawthorne Boulevard, are predominantly commercial and include a car wash, restaurant, and market.

C. EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS

The library, Sheriff’s Station, and County office building occupy three separate but connected buildings that
comprise the Lennox Civic Center Complex. The library occupies the southwestern corner of the project site
and the Sheriff’s Station occupies the southeastern portion of the project site, while parking for Sheriff's
Station staff and visitors occupies the northern half of the site. The County office building is located between
the library and Sheriff's Station. All three buildings front onto Lennox Boulevard, set back from the roadway
by a deep front lawn. Photographs of the project site are shown in Figures A-3 and A-4, Site Photographs.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation A' 1



Attachment A — Project Description February 2012

The Civic Center has been in continuous use as a County facility since its construction in 1947-48 as the
County’s first branch civic center. The library is currently occupied and operational. In December 2010, the
Sheriff’s Department completed construction of a new Sheriff's Station in the south Los Angeles area, for
which the Lennox Station had traditionally provided contract law enforcement services. Some Sheriff’s
Department programs and personnel that had been housed at the Lennox Station were transferred to the
new South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station at that time, reducing the number of personnel in the Lennox
Sheriff's Station buildings and leaving the County office building on the project site vacant. Some Sheriff’s
Department personnel remain in the Sheriff's Station buildings on the project site.

The approximately 4,621-square-foot library is housed in a one-story building in the southwestern corner of
the project site, at the intersection of Lennox and Hawthorne Boulevards. The library was last expanded in
1953, when two wing additions were added to the north elevation, and until recently (December 2010),
portions of the library abutting the County office building were occupied by Sheriff’s Department programs
and personnel. Library hours of operation are 11:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. Monday through Thursday; 11:00 A.M.
to 6:00 p.M. Friday; and 12:00 P.M. to 5:00 p.M. Saturday; the library is closed Sunday. The library currently
employs approximately five staff persons and is used by an estimated 300 visitors on a daily basis.*

The approximately 10,071-square-foot Sheriff's Station occupies a two-story building. A small building
housing additional Sheriff's Department facilities and a service garage are located north of the two-story
building. The Sheriff's Department operates 24 hours per day, seven days per week.”

The one-story County office building flanked by the library and Sheriff’s Station is approximately 11,293
square feet and was most recently occupied by Sheriff’'s Department programs, as noted above. Prior to that,
it housed offices for several different County programs. It is currently vacant and houses no programs or
staff.

The on-site surface parking lot currently contains 114 spaces including two accessible spaces. Three spaces
are for Public Library use and the rest are for the dedicated use of the Sheriff's Department. Approximately
16 street parking spaces exist in the immediate project area. These spaces are utilized by library patrons.
Vehicular access to the parking lot is provided by a single driveway off Hawthorne Boulevard that provides
ingress and egress. Sheriff's Department personnel may also access the parking lot using a covered driveway
off Lennox Boulevard between the Sheriff's Station and County office building. Both driveways are stop-sign
controlled for vehicles exiting the project site.

Landscaping on the project site includes the landscaped setback along the Civic Center’s primary fagcade on
Lennox Boulevard; a small landscaped courtyard between the library and County office building; and small
areas of lawn and ornamental landscaping to the rear of the buildings. Several specimen trees are scattered
around the project site, including young and mature palm trees, ginkgo, a carrotwood (Cupaniopsis
anacardiodes), and a Chinese elm (Ulmus parvifolia), a widely planted ornamental tree, in the rear courtyard
between the library and County office building.

Y Communication between the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, and PCR Services Corporation, August 27, 2011.

2 The number of personnel presently working in the Sheriff’s Station was not determined since the station is not part of the proposed

project, except for planned building exterior renovations.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation A' 2
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Photograph 1: Library Entrance.

Photograph 3: County Office Building - View from Lennox
Boulevard.

Photograph 2: Library and County Office Building - View from
Lennox Boulevard.

Phtograph 4: County Office Building and Sheriff's Station -
View from Lennox Boulevard.

Site Photographs FIGURE

Lennox Library and Community Center A'3
Source: PCR Services Corporation, 2011.
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Photogrh6: Library, Rear (Northern) Elevation and
Parking Lot.

b

Photograph 7: County Office Building, Rear (Northern) Elevation
and Courtyard.

Site Photographs FIGURE

Lennox Library and Community Center A'4
Source: PCR Services Corporation, 2011.
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February 2012 Attachment A — Project Description

D. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT

The County proposes several improvements on the project site to increase accessibility to and space for on-
site programs, including renovation and expansion of the existing library, renovation of the County office
building to accommodate offices and amenities for several County programs; renovations to the Sheriff's
Department Lennox Boulevard building facade; reconfiguration of surface parking; and landscape
improvements. With regards to the Sheriff’s Station building east of the driveway along Lennox Building,
only facade improvements would occur to this building. No other improvements are being proposed to the
Sheriff's Station building. Gross new square footage to be constructed totals approximately 5,894 square feet
and the proposed demolition is approximately 1,498 existing square footage; therefore, the net new square
footage to be constructed totals approximately 4,396 square feet. Existing square footage to be retained and
renovated totals approximately 10,072 square feet. The proposed improvements are described below and
summarized in Table A-1, Existing and Proposed Development.

Figure A-5, Proposed Site Plan, is the proposed conceptual site plan for the project. Figure A-6, Existing
Building Footprints, Proposed Demolition, and Proposed Building Footprints (Exhibits A-C), contains three
diagrams: the building footprints of the existing library (including portions used until December 2010 by the
Sheriff's Department, labeled “Sheriff Use”) and County office building (Exhibit “A”); the 1953 additions to
the existing library that are proposed for demolition (Exhibit “B”); and the final proposed building footprints,
including the new library addition, and the locations of proposed uses within those buildings (Exhibit “C").
Figure A-6 does not illustrate the Sheriff's Station building as this building footprint would not change
compared to existing conditions. Figures A-7 and A-8, Proposed Building Elevations, depict the elevations of
the proposed library addition.

As shown in Figure A-6, Exhibit “B”, the 1953 wing additions to the northern elevation of the library
(including the wing used in recent years by the Sheriff's Department and labeled “Sheriff Demo”) would be
demolished and a new library addition constructed in its place along the existing library building’s northern
elevation. The new addition would total approximately 3,400 square feet and would be a one-story, flat-
roofed building approximately 19 feet in height above grade to the roof parapet (approximately 24 feet
above grade to the top of rooftop mechanical equipment screens). The proposed parapet height is similar to
the height of the existing library building’s roof peak, as illustrated in Figure A-7, and is intended to mirror
the height of the Sheriff's Station building anchoring the east end of the Civic Center complex. The library
addition would accommodate a reference desk, computer workstations, children’s library, staff offfices, a
meeting room, kitchen, restrooms, and storage. The addition would be set back from, and constructed in a
contrasting architectural style to, the existing library building fronting onto Lennox Boulevard, in order to
clearly differentiate existing and new portions of the library.

The primary Lennox Boulevard library entrance would be maintained in place, and a new rear entrance to
the library would provide access from the parking lot in the northern portion of the site. As shown in Figure
A-6, Exhibit “C”, demolition of the existing library additions and construction of the new addition would
allow expansion of the existing open-air courtyard between the library and County office building, to the rear
of the Civic Center complex. The newly expanded courtyard is intended to highlight the new rear entrance to
the library and connect the existing library and new addition. A currently gated pedestrian breezeway
leading from the Lennox Boulevard library entrance to the rear of the project site would be reopened to
further improve pedestrian access and visibility through the project site.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation A' 7
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Table A-1

Existing and Proposed Development

To Be
Existing/Proposed Uses Existing Demolished * New ? Final Net New?®
Library

(original building + 1953

addition) 4,621 1,498 3,400 6,523 1,902
Community

Room/Kitchen/Accessory

Spaces/Restrooms 0 0 2,494 2,494 2,494
Subtotal: Demo/New
Construction 4,621 1,498 5,894 9,017 4,396
Existing Sheriff's Dept. offices
within Library to be renovated
for future Library use ¢ 3,225 1,415 0 1,810 0
Second District Field Offices ? 1,758 0 0 1,758 0
Other County Offices » 1,823 0 0 1,823 0
Large Conference ?

Room/Historical Center » 830 0 0 830 0
Office/Retail Space » 715 0 0 715 0
Sheriff’s Locker Rooms ? 2,942 0 0 2,942 0
Breezeway ° 194 0 0 194 0
Subtotal: Renovation ¢ 11,487 1,415 0 10,072 0
Totals 16,108 2,913 5,894 19,089 4,396

Q

All quantities indicated in square feet.

b Represents existing building square footage to be renovated.

¢ The future Library will total approximately 8,333 square feet, including 3,123 existing sq. ft. to remain + 3,400 new sq. ft. to be
constructed + 1,810 sq. ft. of existing Sheriff’s Dept. offices to be renovated for future Library use. Net new Library square footage will
total 3,712 sq. ft., including 1,902 sq. ft. of new construction + 1,810 sq. ft. of existing Sheriff’s Dept. offices to be renovated for future
Library use.

d The future County offices will total approximately 5,126 sq. ft., including 1,758 sq. ft. for Second District Field Offices + 1,823 sq. ft. for

Other County Offices + 830 sq. ft. for the Large Conference Room/Historical Center + 715 sq. ft. for Office/Retail Space. The Sheriff’s

Locker Rooms will be for the exclusive use of Sheriff’'s Department staff and are not included in the 5,126 sq. ft. County offices total.

Source: PCR Services Corporation, September 2011.

The conceptual site plan in Figure A-5, previously referenced, also shows the 1953 library wing additions
proposed for demolition (shown with dashed outlines) overlaid by the proposed new library addition, and
shows proposed hardscape and landscaping in the newly expanded courtyard and surrounding the buildings.
The library operating hours would be the same as under existing conditions.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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The County office building in the southern-central portion of the project site would undergo comprehensive
interior renovations to accommodate Second District field offices; offices for other County programs
including locker rooms for use by the Sheriff's Department; a conference room/gallery/historical center; and
additional office/retail space. The spaces in the County Office building would operate from Monday to Friday
8:00 AM. to 5:00 P.M., except for the Sheriff’s locker room, which would be accessible by Sheriff Station
personnel 24 hours per day. However, it is anticipated that the locker room facilities would typically be
utilized between 6:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M.

Other improvements to on-site buildings include restoration of all existing building facades to replicate their
original appearance and finishes, albeit with modern materials, and to accommodate modern life safety and
other utility systems. Exterior improvements would include, but not be limited to, repairs to deteriorated
eaves and the installation of energy-efficient windows to replace existing deteriorating windows. A new air
conditioning system is proposed for installation inside the Sheriff's Station (i.e., wall-mounted units) to allow
the removal of existing window units visible from Lennox Boulevard.

The existing parking lot occupying the northern half of the project site would be divided into library/office
parking and Sheriff's parking. The library/office parking would be selectively demolished, repaved, and
reconfigured. Parking lot reconfiguration would result in the library and County office building having 46
dedicated parking spaces including two handicap-accessible spaces as well as new landscape planter islands
and a trash enclosure. Dedicated Sheriff's Department parking to the north of the Sheriff's Station would be
delineated by gate-controlled access from the library/office parking lot and would also continue to be
accessible via the existing driveway from Lennox Boulevard. New light standards would be installed in the
library/office parking lot.

Other on-site improvements include restoration of existing library signage, installation of a small monument
sign for the Second District field offices to be accommodated in the renovated County office building, and
new landscaping.

E. CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

Construction is anticipated to take approximately 19 months following approval of the proposed project and
environmental documentation by the County. At this time, it is estimated that project construction would
start in February 2012 and proceed in phases as follows:

* Demolition and Hazardous Materials Abatement: February - April 2012

» Grading: April - June 2012

» Improvements to existing buildings: April 2012 - June 2013

= New construction: June 2012 - June 2013

» Utilities, installation of furniture, fixtures, and equipment (FF&E): June - August 2013

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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F. NECESSARY APPROVALS

The approvals and permits required for implementation of the proposed project include, but may not be
limited to, the following:

= Department of Regional Planning approval;

= Site Plan Review by the County of Los Angeles;

» Parking Waiver;

» Covenant and Agreement to maintain parking spaces;

» Grading Permit with SUSMP documentation;

= Lot tie for the northern portion of the project site;

* Los Angeles County Fire Department approval and clearance
* Building Permit;

» Sign Permit; and

= Use and Occupancy Permit.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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ATTACHMENT B
EXPLANATION OF CHECKLIST DETERMINATIONS

l. AESTHETICS
Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact. Scenic views or vistas generally refer to broad, panoramic views from public vantage points of
natural features, such as the ocean, hillsides, or mountains, or urban landscapes, such as city skylines. The
determination of project impacts on views is based on the degree to which project features could partially or
entirely obstruct existing view sightlines of these features from public vantage points in the project area.

As noted in Attachment A, Project Description, to this Initial Study, the project site is located in a heavily
urbanized area within the community of Lennox. The project site sits at the intersection of Lennox
Boulevard and Hawthorne Boulevard, both of which are major arterials; Hawthorne Boulevard is designated
in the County of Los Angeles General Plan as a primary corridor providing regional as well as local access.
The Hawthorne Boulevard corridor is generally zoned C-3, Unlimited Commercial, north and south of Lennox
Boulevard, and Lennox Boulevard is zoned C-2, Neighborhood Business, in the project vicinity. Single- and
multi-family residential uses lie east and west of the project site along Lennox Boulevard.

Accordingly, the immediate project vicinity is generally characterized by commercial development and some
multi-family uses, as shown in the aerial photograph provided in Figure A-2 in Attachment A, Project
Description. Land uses north of the project site include (from west to east) a bar/club and auto body repair
shop, and a multi-family residential apartment building located approximately 85 feet north of the existing
on-site surface parking area and approximately 210 feet from the proposed library addition. An on-site
surface parking lot leased by the Sheriff’s Station is immediately north of the Sheriff’s station. A two-story
multi-family residential apartment building and surface parking are located immediately to the east, within 5
feet of the project site property boundary and 130 feet from the proposed library addition, with mixed
single- and multi-family uses farther east on Lennox Boulevard. Land uses to the south across Lennox
Boulevard include retail commercial storefronts and surface parking (on the southeastern corner of the
intersection) and a shopping center on the southwestern corner of the intersection. Land uses west of the
project site, across Hawthorne Boulevard, include a fast-food restaurant, car wash, and other retail
commercial uses.

The project site is currently developed with the Lennox Library, vacant County office building, and Lennox
Sheriff's Station. On-site buildings were originally constructed between 1947 and 1948 as the Lennox Civic
Center, with a library wing addition constructed in 1953. The buildings were constructed as a single
connected complex in a Traditional Mid-Century Modern architectural style. The primary entrance to the
library faces the corner of Lennox and Hawthorne Boulevards, with the County office building and Sheriff's
Station facing Lennox Boulevard. The library and County office building are one-story buildings and the
Sheriff’s Station building is two stories. All are set back from Lennox Boulevard behind a deep lawn, with
scattered specimen trees (including palms, ginkgo, and acacia). The library and County office building have

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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some foundation plantings along the building perimeters; the Sheriff's Station setback is planted with more
mature landscaping including trees and shrubs. The rear (northern) portion of the project site is developed
with surface parking for the Sheriff's Station, outbuildings containing Sheriff’s Department offices and an
auto maintenance shop, and minimal landscaping lining the parking lot. A small courtyard containing lawn
and a single mature Chinese Elm (Ulmus parvifolia) tree is framed by the wings of the County office building
and opens onto the parking lot in the rear; it was once accessible via the pedestrian breezeway from the
Lennox Boulevard project frontage, but the breezeway is currently gated and pedestrian access through the
Civic Center complex from the front is no longer possible.

The proposed project would demolish the two 1953 additions to the library, both of which are located on the
rear or northern elevation of the library facing the parking lot. The project proposes to expand the library
with a new one-story wing along the library’s northern elevation; renovate the interior of the County office
building to accommodate offices and amenities for County programs; reconfigure the courtyard between the
library and County office building to allow pedestrian access from the parking lot; re-establish pedestrian
access though the Civic Center complex, between Lennox Avenue and the parking lot to the rear; renovate
the facades of the library, County office building, and Sheriff’s Station; reconfigure the parking lot to increase
the number of spaces; and introduce new landscaping elsewhere throughout the project site, including
reconfiguration of the library entrance and redesign of the open lawn and plaza in front of the County office
building.

The design of the proposed library addition is intended to be architecturally complementary of the existing
library building, while accommodating the contemporary needs of the community for expanded library
services and improved access to the adjacent County office building from the rear, or north.

The new library addition would be in a modern architectural style that is sympathetic, but contrasting, to the
original architecture. The new exterior walls would be smooth exterior plaster to match the library entry
structure. The windows would be sized and located to match the rhythm of the existing windows. The
contrast of the new exterior plaster to the existing red brick would provide a clear demarcation between the
original building and the addition. This approach would be reinforced by recessing the transition between
the new and original architecture, which maintains critical a sight line. The existing building is dominated by
a strong eave line and that line would be maintained and reinforced in the new addition by horizontal
shading elements. The height of the new addition would mimic the two story sheriff’s building at the other
end of the complex.

The library addition would be a single-story, high-ceilinged, flat-roofed building approximately 19 feet above
grade to the roof parapet (approximately 24 feet above grade to the top of rooftop mechanical equipment
screens). The addition would be similar in height to the existing library building’s roof peak of 19-feet and
would mirror the height of the two-story Sheriff’s Station at the eastern end of the project site. The library
addition would be located along the original building’s northern elevation, similar to the existing 1953
additions. Although the new addition would be larger in size than the 1953 wings it replaces, it would be
slightly recessed behind a landscaped setback where it meets the original building, so as to distinguish it
from, and minimize its visibility behind, the original library from when viewed from Lennox Boulevard and
Hawthorne Boulevard. Given the limited extent of the increase in the height of the building and the setback,
the library addition would not result in the obstruction of long-term views across the site. No adverse effects
on scenic views would occur with the library addition.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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Existing library patrons predominantly arrive at the project site by public transit or on foot." The project
would serve to enhance and encourage pedestrian access to the library and County office building from the
intersection of Lennox and Hawthorne Boulevards and from the Lennox Avenue frontage, and would also
enhance pedestrian access through the site. The existing courtyard associated with the County office
building would be reconfigured to accommodate access to the library and community room from the rear of
the site.

Renovations to all existing building facades on the project site, including the Sheriff's Station, would respect
and either closely match or complement existing, original architectural features such as trim, window design,
surface treatments, etc. Generally, the fagade improvements would be stylistically similar to the existing
building architecture.

Finally, the reconfigured parking lot would increase the number of spaces and incorporate landscaping in
island planters.

The project’s landscaping would include numerous trees all along the western (Hawthorne Boulevard) and
southern (Lennox Boulevard) perimeters of the site that include London plane trees and Chitalpa trees.
Figure B-1, Landscape Planting Plan, illustrates the landscape plan for the project. Along Lennox Boulevard,
the trees would be clustered in front of the Library, County office and Sheriff's Station facilities. Various
ornamental shrubs and groundcover would also be utilized along the western and southern perimeters of
the site. The interior of the site would also include numerous planters with trees located throughout the
parking area. The trees throughout the site would be a mix of London Plane, Australian willow, Chitalpa and
NCN trees. The project’s landscaping would substantially increase the amount of trees and vegetation on site
compared to existing conditions.

There are no scenic vistas of nearby or distant resources available from off-site vantage points in the project
area, and no scenic vistas are available from the project site. The proposed project would not introduce new
or visually incompatible uses on the project site, but rather would rehabilitate the most visually prominent
portions of the complex in a manner sympathetic with the existing architectural style, modernize the rear
portions of the complex, and introduce landscaping improvements along the primary Lennox Boulevard
frontage. Project implementation would not, therefore, have a substantial effect on any scenic vistas and is
expected to substantially improve the project site’s aesthetic character, and views of the project site from off-
site. Thus, no impacts on scenic vistas would occur with project implementation and no mitigation is
required.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcrops, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. As stated in the response to Question La, the project site sits at the intersection of Lennox
Boulevard and Hawthorne Boulevard, major arterials that serve as predominantly commercial corridors in
the project area. Neither roadway is designated as a State scenic highway or as a scenic corridor in the
County of Los Angeles General Plan. The nearest eligible state scenic highway is Highway 1, located
approximately six (6) miles northwest of the project site. The nearest designated state scenic highway is

Communication between the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, and PCR Services Corporation, August 27, 2011.
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Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2) located approximately 20 miles northeast of the Lennox. Accordingly, the
project site does not lie within a scenic corridor and would not impact resources within a state scenic
highway. The proposed project would not remove or damage any existing scenic resources, but instead
would rehabilitate existing visual resources (i.e., on-site buildings) and introduce new landscaping to
enhance the visual appeal of the Civic Center complex and pedestrian access. Existing trees on the project
site include young and mature palms, ginkgo, a large acacia in the rear courtyard between the library and
County office buildings, and a carrotwood tree in front of the library building; most of the existing
landscaping would be replaced with a cohesive landscape palate. Approximately 10 trees would be removed
as part of the project. However, over 40 new trees would be planted throughout the site as part of the
project (see Figure B-1). Based on the above, no impact would occur in this regard and no mitigation is
required.

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?

Less Than Significant Impact. As stated in the response to Question l.a, the proposed project would not
introduce new or visually incompatible uses on the project site, but rather would rehabilitate the most
visually prominent portions of the complex, construct modern additions at the rear of the complex, and
introduce landscaping improvements along the primary Lennox Boulevard frontage. Please refer to
response to Question l.a, for a detailed discussion of the project’s design features and surrounding land uses.

The new library addition would be in a modern architectural style that is sympathetic, but contrasting, to the
original architecture. The new exterior walls would be smooth exterior plaster to match the library entry
structure. The windows would be sized and located to match the rhythm of the existing windows. The
contrast of the new exterior plaster to the existing red brick would provide a clear demarcation between the
original building and the addition. This approach would be reinforced by recessing the transition between
the new and original architecture, which maintains critical a sight line. The existing building is dominated by
a strong eave line and that line would be maintained and reinforced in the new addition by horizontal
shading elements. The height of the new addition would mimic the two story sheriff’s building at the other
end of the complex.

Renovations to all existing building facades on the project site, including the Sheriff's Station, would respect
and either closely match or complement existing, original architectural features such as trim, window design,
surface treatments, etc. Generally, the architectural style of the facade improvements would be similar to
existing conditions.

The project site is visually distinct from its surroundings because of its obvious civic aspect, distinctive
architectural style compared to adjacent commercial development, and deep landscaped setbacks from
surrounding roadways. Project implementation would keep these distinctive features intact and is expected
to substantially improve the project site’s aesthetic character, and views of the project site from off-site,
including from multi-family residential uses to the rear. A cohesive new landscape palate would be installed
that includes trees, shrubs, and groundcover. The project’s landscaping would include numerous trees all
along the western (Hawthorne Boulevard) and southern (Lennox Boulevard) perimeters of the site that
include London plan trees and Chitalpa trees. Figure B-1 illustrates the landscape plan for the project. Along
Lennox Boulevard, the trees would be clustered in front of the Library, County office and Sheriff’s Station
facilities. Various ornamental shrubs and groundcover would also be utilized along the western and

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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southern perimeters of the site. The interior of the site would also include numerous planters with trees
located throughout the parking area. The trees throughout the site would be a mix of London Plane,
Australian willow, Chitalpa and NCN trees. Approximately 10 trees, mostly located along the perimeter of
the surface parking lot, would be removed as part of the project. No visually prominent trees along the
perimeter of the site would be removed. However, over 40 new trees would be planted throughout the site
as part of the project (see Figure B-1). Thus, the project’s landscaping would substantially increase the
amount of trees and vegetation on site compared to existing conditions.

Overall, impacts with respect to the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings would
be less than significant and no mitigation is required.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day
or nighttime views in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is already developed with an operational library and
Sheriff's Station. Project implementation would restore use of the County office building to previous
operational levels, and would expand the library and County office building along their rear (northern)
elevations. Project implementation would not introduce neither new uses on-site, nor major substantial new
sources of light or glare. New sources of lighting would be relatively low-level and would be limited to
visible illumination of interiors of the proposed building additions, exterior building security lighting, lighted
pedestrian walkways, landscape lighting, and 16 new parking lot light standards north of the library. All new
light sources would be located on the western portion of the Civic Center property, west of the Sheriff’s
Station driveway accessed from Lennox Boulevard, and the nearest sensitive receptors under the future
project conditions would be multi-family residential uses located approximately 225 feet north of the
nearest new building addition.

A photometric analysis was prepared for the project that illustrates the level of lighting in foot-candles.??
The analysis shows a maximum of 0.5 foot candles at the northernmost project boundary. While new on-site
light sources would be visible from the residential uses to the north, there would be no noticeable change in
the lighting levels at those residences because of the intervening distance. Moreover, the project would not
include the use of highly reflective materials that could result in substantial glare impacts. Overall, light and
glare impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required.

2 OMB Electrical Engineers, Site Photometric Plan, September 2011. Included as Appendix B of this document.

% Foot-candle is a unit of illuminance on a surface that is one foot from a uniform point source of light of one candle and equal to one

lumen per square foot.
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1. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES
Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

No Impact. No agricultural uses or related operations exist on the project site or in the surrounding area.
The project site is not mapped as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide importance
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency. Therefore,
the project would have no impact on Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance and no mitigation is required.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The site is zoned C-2: Neighborhood Business, which permits commercial services, retail sales,
and public service uses. No agricultural uses are present on the project site. The California Legislature
passed the Williamson Act in 1965 to preserve agricultural and open space lands by discouraging premature
and unnecessary conversion to urban uses. The Act creates an arrangement whereby private landowners
contract with counties and cities to voluntarily restrict their land to agricultural and compatible open-space
uses. As no portions of the project site are enrolled in a Williamson Act contract or anticipated to affect
agricultural zones, development of the project would not result in a conflict relative to existing zoning for an
agricultural use or with Williamson Act contracts. Therefore, no impacts associated with this issue would
occur and no mitigation is required.

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in
Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources
Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code section 51104(g))??

No Impact. As stated above, the project would be constructed on a currently developed site in an urban area
and is not located on any land designated as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance. Development of the existing library and sheriff’s station would not result in the conversion of
farmland to non-agricultural use. Thus, no impacts to agricultural resources would occur and no mitigation
is required.

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The project site is located on a lot designated for commercial use and zoned C-2, Neighborhood
Business Zone. Permitted uses include commercial and services uses including libraries, policies stations
and other civic uses. Project implementation would not result in the loss or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use. Thus, no impacts to agricultural resources would occur and no mitigation is required.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
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e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. As stated above, the project site is located on a lot designated for commercial use and zoned C-2,
Neighborhood Business Zone. Permitted uses include commercial and services uses including libraries,
policies stations and other civic uses. Project implementation would not result in the loss or conversion of
farmland or forest land to non-agricultural or non-forest use. Thus, no impacts to farm land or forest land
would occur and no mitigation is required.

.  AIR QUALITY

The significance criteria established by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) may be
relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project:

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the AQMP or Congestion
Management Plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is located within the 6,745 square mile South Coast Air
Basin (SCAB). The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is required, pursuant to the Clean
Air Act, to reduce emissions of criteria pollutants for which the Basin is in non-attainment (i.e., ozone, PM10,
and PM2.5). The project would be subject to the SCAQMD’s Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP). The
AQMP contains a comprehensive list of pollution control strategies directed at reducing emissions and
achieving ambient air quality standards. These strategies are developed, in part, based on regional
population, housing, and employment projections prepared by the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG).

SCAG is the regional planning agency for Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura, Riverside, San Bernardino and
Imperial Counties and addresses regional issues relating to transportation, the economy, community
development and the environment. With regard to air quality planning, SCAG has prepared the Regional
Comprehensive Plan and Guide (RCPG), which includes Growth Management and Regional Mobility chapters
that form the basis for the land use and transportation control portions of the AQMP and are utilized in the
preparation of the air quality forecasts and consistency analysis included in the AQMP. Both the RCPG and
AQMP are based on projections originating with the County General Plans.

A project is consistent with the AQMP if it is consistent with the population, housing and employment
assumptions that were used in the development of the AQMP. The proposed project is consistent with local
zoning ordinances. As discussed below in the responses to Question XIII, Population and Housing, an
estimated eight additional employees could be accommodated following project implementation, and any
residential growth in the area resulting from the new employment opportunities on-site would be
inconsequential.  Thus, it can be concluded that the proposed project would be consistent with the
projections in the AQMP. In addition, as further discussed below, project implementation would not exceed
any ambient air quality standards or thresholds. Therefore, the proposed project would not be anticipated
to conflict with or obstruct implementation of the SCAQMD’s AQMP.
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The state currently requires that a Congestion Management Program (CMP) be developed, adopted and
updated biennially for every county. The CMP was enacted by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(Metro) to address traffic congestion issues within the County of Los Angeles that could impact quality of life
and economic vitality. The intent of the program is to provide an analytical basis for transportation
decisions throughout the state. An analysis is required at all CMP monitoring intersections for which a
project is projected to add 50 or more trips during any peak hour. In addition, analysis is required for all
freeway segments for which a project is projected to add 150 or more hourly trips, in each direction, during
the peak hours analyzed.

The proposed project is not expected to generate more than 50 trips during any peak hour. The Traffic
Technical Memorandum prepared for the project, summarized in the responses to Questions XVI.a through g
and provided in Appendix G of this document, demonstrated that the project would generate no more than
39 peak hour trips. Because the project’s increases are not predicted to exceed any CMP thresholds, no
impact to the CMP network would occur. Therefore, further analysis is not required. Thus, the project would
not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the CMP.

Based on the above discussion of applicable air quality plans, implementation of the proposed project would
result in less than significant impacts and no mitigation is required.

b. Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation?

Less Than Significant Impact. As indicated above, the project site is located within the SCAB, which is
characterized by relatively poor air quality. State and federal air quality standards are often exceeded in
many parts of the SCAB, including those monitoring stations nearest to the project location. The proposed
project would contribute to local and regional air pollutant emissions during construction (short-term) and
project occupancy (long-term). Rather than requiring project proponents to use refined dispersion models
to demonstrate that an increase in emissions will not cause or contribute to any existing or projected air
quality violation, the SCAQMD has established mass-based thresholds. Emissions under these thresholds are
not expected to result in a violation of applicable air quality standards. Thus, based on the following
analysis, construction and operation of the project would result in emissions that do not exceed the
significance thresholds for criteria air pollutant emissions established by the SCAQMD, and the project would
result in less than significant impacts relative to its contribution to a violation.

Construction

Construction has the potential to create regional air quality impacts through the use of heavy-duty
construction equipment and through vehicle trips generated by construction workers traveling to and from
the project site. In addition, fugitive dust emissions would result from demolition, site preparation, and
construction activities. Mobile source emissions, primarily particulate matter (PM) and nitrogen oxides
(NOx), would result from heavy duty haul truck travel and the use of construction equipment. Such
construction equipment includes bulldozers, backhoes, cranes, forklifts, loaders, and paving equipment.
Haul truck travel during demolition activities is expected to be approximately five trips per day. A detailed
listing of construction equipment and haul truck numbers assumed in the analysis is provided in Appendix A
of this document. During the finishing phase, paving operations and the application of architectural coatings
(i.e., paints) and other building materials would release volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Construction
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emissions can vary substantially from day to day, depending on the level of activity, the specific type of
operation and, for dust, the prevailing weather conditions.

Regional Impacts

Regional construction-related emissions associated with construction equipment were calculated using the
URBEMIS2007 emissions inventory model originally developed by the California Air Resources Board
(CARB). Model results are provided in Appendix A of this document. The analysis assumed that all
construction activities would comply with SCAQMD Rule 403 regarding the control of fugitive dust, such as
applying water or a stabilizing agent in sufficient quantities to prevent the generation of visible dust plumes
during demolition and earthmoving activities and maintaining at least six inches of freeboard on haul
vehicles. A summary of maximum daily regional emissions by construction phase is presented in Table B-1,
Unmitigated Regional Construction Emissions, along with the regional significance thresholds for each air
pollutant. As shown therein, maximum regional construction emissions would not exceed the thresholds for
VOC, NOx, carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur dioxide (SOx), PM1o, or PM3s.

Table B-1

Unmitigated Regional Construction Emissions®
(pounds per day)

vocC NOy co SO, PM,,° PM2_5b
Maximum Regional Emissions (On-site
+ Off-site) By Stage
Demolition 3 25 14 <1 4 2
Mass Site Grading 5 42 24 <1 16 5
Building Construction ¢ 8 42 24 <1 16 5
Asphalt Paving 2 14 10 <1 1 1
Architectural Coatings (Facade) 3 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Maximum Regional Emissions 8 42 24 <1 16 5
Regional Construction Daily Significance
Thresholdd 75 100 550 150 150 55
Over/(Under) (67)  (58) (526) (150) (134) (50)
Exceed Threshold? No No No No No No
Maximum Localized Emissions (On-
site) By Stage
Main Building
Demolition 3 22 11 <1 4 1
Mass Site Grading 5 41 21 <1 16 5
Building Construction 8 41 21 <1 16 5
Maximum Localized Emissions at Main
Building <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Localized Significance Threshold at 60
me - 150 1,493 - 28 9
Over (Under) - (109) (1472) - (12) (4)
Exceed Threshold? - No No - No No
Parking Lot
Asphalt Paving (Parking Lot
Reconfiguration) 2 14 9 <1 1 1
Localized Significance Threshold at 30 mf - 146 1,218 - 15 6
Over (Under) - (133) (1210) - (14) (5)
Exceed Threshold? - No No - No No
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project

PCR Services Corporation B_ 1 1



Attachment B — Explanation of Checklist Determinations February 2012

Table B-1

Unmitigated Regional Construction Emissions®
(pounds per day)

vocC NOy co SO, PM,o° PMZ,Sb
Building Facade
Architectural Coatings (Fagade) 3 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Localized Significance Threshold at 25
ms - 149 1,188 - 10 6
Over (Under) - (149) (1188) - (10) (6)
Exceed Threshold? - No No - No No

Compiled using the URBEMIS2007 emissions inventory model. The equipment mix and use assumption for each
phase is provided in Appendix A of this document.

PM;, and PM, s emissions estimates are based on separate SCAQMD Localized construction worksheets (provided
in Appendix A) and are also in compliance with SCAQMD Rule 403 requirements for fugitive dust suppression.
Asphalt paving and architectural coating would occur during the building stage.

SCAQMD Mass Daily Significance Thresholds. http://www.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/signthres.pdf

The SCAQMD Localized Significance Thresholds (LSTs) are based on Source Receptor Area No. 3 (Southwest Coastal
Los Angeles County) interpolated for a 2.8-acre site within a 130 foot (40-meter) receptor distance.
http://www.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/Ist/appC.pdf

Source: PCR Services Corporation, 2011.

Localized Impacts

The localized effects of daily construction emissions generated on-site were evaluated for sensitive receptor
locations potentially impacted by the project according to the SCAQMD’s localized significance threshold
(LST) methodology, which utilizes on-site mass emissions rate look-up tables and project specific modeling,
where appropriate. LSTs are only applicable to the following criteria pollutants: NOx, CO, PM1o, and PM3s.
LSTs represent the maximum emissions from a project that are not expected to cause or contribute to an
exceedance of the most stringent applicable federal or State ambient air quality standard, and are developed
based on the ambient concentrations of that pollutant for each source receptor area (SRA) and distance to
the nearest sensitive receptor. The nearest sensitive land uses to the construction activities for the
renovation and expansion of the library are multi-family residences, north of the Civic Center complex,
approximately 235 feet (ft) or 72 meters (m) away. Construction activities related to renovation of the
County office building would occur approximately 210 ft (64 m) from those same residential uses, at their
closest point. As a conservative approach, localized impacts during both of those construction phases were
assessed at a distance of 200 ft (60 m) from the site of construction activity. Reconfiguration of surface
parking (re-striping) is expected to occur 100 feet or 30 meters away from the residential uses to the north
and east, at the closest point. Renovations to the Sheriff's Department building facade and landscape
improvements would bring those construction activities within 5 ft (2 m) of multi-family residences east of
the project site. The shortest source-receptor distance (i.e., most stringent) LST thresholds established by
the SCAQMD were used to assess impacts during those phases. For PMio and PM; s LSTs were derived based
on the requirements of SCAQMD Rule 403, Fugitive Dust. The mass rate look-up tables were developed for
each SRA and can be used to determine whether or not a project may generate significant adverse localized
air quality impacts. The LST mass rate look-up tables only apply to projects that are less than or equal to five
acres in size.
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A conservative estimate of maximum local (on-site) daily emissions for NOx, PM1o, PM25, and CO for each
phase of construction is presented in Table B-1. Localized construction emissions thresholds, based on the
construction site acreage and distance to the closest off-site sensitive receptor, were obtained from the LST
look-up tables and are also listed in Table B-1.

As illustrated in Table B-1, construction-related daily maximum localized emissions would not exceed the
SCAQMD daily significance thresholds for NOx, CO, PMio, or PM;s. Therefore, localized construction
emissions resulting from the project would be below the mass-based thresholds, and therefore would not
result in a violation of applicable air quality standards.

Emissions from the project’s construction activities would fall below both localized and regional SCAQMD
significance thresholds. It should be noted that construction emissions calculated in Table B-1 represent the
most intensive possible construction scenario in which all equipment during each phase will be operating
simultaneously and haul trucks would be operating at full capacity. Under real-world conditions, this
scenario is unlikely to occur; however, this approach was taken to be conservative. Therefore, project
construction would not violate an air quality standard or contribute significantly to an existing or projected
air quality violation, and impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation measures would be
necessary.

Operational Impacts

The SCAQMD has separate significance thresholds to evaluate potential impacts associated with the
incremental increase in criteria air pollutants associated with long-term project operations. Operational
emissions related to baseline and project conditions were computed using the URBEMIS2007 emissions
inventory model.

Regional Impacts

Implementation of the proposed project would result in an increase in the number of vehicle trips to and
from the proposed educational, municipal, and commercial uses as compared to existing uses. The Traffic
Memorandum prepared by Fehr and Peers, dated September 22, 2011 (see Appendix G), estimates that there
may be an additional 322 daily trips upon build-out of the proposed improvements. The proposed project
would also result in an increase in stationary source emissions, including the consumption of fossil fuels for
comfort heating and the generation of electricity for cooling, lighting, and power needs, as compared to
existing conditions. The model does not account for the increased energy efficiency of new building
materials as required by the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen), as compared to the
existing structures, some of which were built in the 1940s and 10950s. Thus, the calculations of the net
change in emissions resulting from energy consumption presented herein are conservative. The results of
the detailed emissions calculations are provided in Table B-2, Maximum Incremental Increase in Project-
Related Operational Emissions, and URBEMIS model output files are contained in Appendix A of this
document. As indicated therein, the project would result in an increase of criteria pollutant emissions.
However, this increase would be below the SCAQMD daily significance thresholds for long-term regional
operations, and would not be predicted to contribute to a violation of air quality standards. Therefore, the
project would have a less than significant impact on air quality resulting from long-term operational
emissions, and no mitigation measures would be necessary.
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Table B-2

Maximum Incremental Increase in Project-Related Operational Emissions
(Pounds per Day)

Emission Source VOC NOy Cco SOy PM;, PM, 5
Regional Emissions
Net Project
Mobile 3 5 39 <1 8 2
Area? <1 <1 5 <1 <1 <1
Stationary? <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Total 4 6 44 <1 9 2
SCAQMD Significance Threshold 55 55 550 150 150 55
Difference (51) (49) (506) (150) (141) (53)
Significant? No No No No No No
Localized Emissions
Net Project
Area? <1 <1 5 <1 <1 <1
Stationary? <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Total <1 <1 5 <1 <1 <1
Localized Significance Threshold ¢ N/A 141 1281 N/A 6 2
Difference (140) (1276) (5) (2)
Significant? N/A No No N/A No No

Area source emissions are calculated using the URBEMIS 2007 emissions model. Area sources include natural gas
consumption, landscape fuel consumption, consumer products and miscellaneous sources (e.g., commercial solvent
usage, architectural coatings).

Stationary source emissions include emissions due to project-related electricity generation. Electricity generation-related
emissions are calculated based on guidance provided in the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

The SCAQMD Localized Significance Thresholds (LSTs) are based on Source Receptor Area No. 3 (Southwest Coastal Los
Angeles County) interpolated for a 2.8-acre site within a 60-meter receptor distance.
http://www.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/Ist/appC.pdf

Numbers may not add up exactly, due to rounding. Worksheets and modeling output files are provided in Appendix A of
this document.

Source: PCR Services Corporation, 2011.

Localized Impacts

The SCAQMD has established LSTs to analyze the potential for on-site emissions from long-term operation of
the proposed changes to impact nearby sensitive land uses. As shown in Table B-2, on-site emissions will be
below the applicable LST thresholds for all pollutants studied.

In addition, the SCAQMD recommends an evaluation of potential localized impacts to street adjacent
sensitive populations from the increase in vehicles accessing the project site. A hot-spot evaluation of
potential localized CO impacts is required when vehicle to capacity (V/C) ratios are increased by two percent
or more at intersections with a level of service (LOS) of D or worse. According to the Traffic Impact Analysis
Memorandum submitted to the County of Los Angeles prepared by Crane & Associates in July 2011, none of
the study intersections would meet this criterion. Therefore, no additional analysis of CO Hotspots is
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necessary, and it is concluded that the proposed project would not cause any new or exacerbate any existing
CO hotspots. Accordingly, impacts related to localized mobile-source CO emissions would be less than
significant and no mitigation is required.

c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the air basin is non-attainment (ozone, carbon monoxide, & PMy;) under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

Less Than Significant Impact. The SCAQMD’s approach for assessing cumulative impacts related to
operations is based on attainment of ambient air quality standards in accordance with the requirements of
the Federal and State Clean Air Acts. As discussed earlier, the SCAQMD has developed a comprehensive plan,
the 2007 AQMP, which addresses the region’s cumulative air quality condition.

A significant impact may occur if a project were to add a cumulatively considerable contribution of a federal
or state non-attainment pollutant. Because the SCAB is currently in nonattainment for ozone, PMio and
PM; s, related projects could cause ambient concentrations to exceed an air quality standard or contribute to
an existing or projected air quality exceedance. Cumulative impacts to air quality are evaluated under two
sets of thresholds for CEQA and the SCAQMD. In particular, CEQA Guidelines Sections 15064(h)(3) provide
guidance in determining the significance of cumulative impacts. Specifically, Section 15064 (h)(3) states in
part that:

“A lead agency may determine that a project’s incremental contribution to a cumulative effect is not
cumulatively considerable if the project will comply with the requirements in a previously approved
plan or mitigation program which provides specific requirements that will avoid or substantially
lessen the cumulative problem (e.g., water quality control plan, air quality plan, integrated waste
management plan) within the geographic area in which the project is located. Such plans or
programs must be specified in law or adopted by the public agency with jurisdiction over the affected
resources through a public review process to implement, interpret, or make specific the law enforced
or administered by the public agency...”

For purposes of the cumulative air quality analysis with respect to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064 (h)(3), the
project’s incremental contribution to cumulative air quality impacts is determined based on compliance with
the SCAQMD adopted 2007 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP).

A project is deemed inconsistent with air quality plans if it results in population and/or employment growth
that exceeds growth estimates in the applicable air quality plan. In turn, the AQMP relies upon growth
projections adopted by the SCAG, which in turn relies upon adopted General Plan growth projections.
Consequently, compliance with the County’s General Plan typically results in compliance with the AQMP.

As discussed below in Population and Housing, an estimated eight additional employees could be
accommodated following project implementation, and any residential growth in the area resulting from the
new employment opportunities on-site would be inconsequential. The project is consistent with existing
zoning and the County’s General Plan.
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Furthermore, as discussed above, peak daily emissions of operation-related pollutants would not exceed
SCAQMD regional significance thresholds. By applying SCAQMD’s cumulative air quality impact
methodology, implementation of the proposed project would not result in an addition of criteria pollutants
such that cumulative impacts would occur, in conjunction with related projects in the region. Therefore, the
emissions of non-attainment pollutants and precursors generated by project operation in excess of the
SCAQMD project-level thresholds would be less than significant and no mitigation is required.

d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less Than Significant Impact. Certain population groups are especially sensitive to air pollution and
should be given special consideration when evaluating potential air quality impacts. These population
groups include children, the elderly, persons with pre-existing respiratory or cardiovascular illness, and
athletes and others who engage in frequent exercise. As defined in the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook,
a sensitive receptor to air quality is defined as any of the following land use categories: (1) long-term health
care facilities; (2) rehabilitation centers; (3) convalescent centers; (4) retirement homes; (5) residences;
(6) schools; (7) parks and playgrounds; (8) child care centers; and (9) athletic fields. The nearest sensitive
receptors to the project site consist of multi-family residences located along Lennox Boulevard, to the east of
the project site within 5 ft (2 meters) of the project boundary. These residential uses are also located
adjacent to the Sheriff's Station which will undergo minor exterior facade improvements. Other sensitive
receptors include residential uses approximately 235 feet (ft) or 72 meters (m) to the north, across Lennox
Boulevard to the south, and along Lennox Boulevard beyond the multi-family residences next to the project
site’s eastern property boundary; Moffett Elementary School approximately 750 feet (230 meters) to the
south-east; Dolores Huerta Elementary School approximately 1,100 feet (335 meters) to the north-east;
Lennox Mathematics, Science and Technology Academy approximately 800 ft to the south; and Lennox Park
approximately 1,500 feet west of the project site.

As described in the response to Question IIL.b above, construction and operation of the project would not
result in any substantial localized or regional air pollution impacts, and therefore would not expose nearby
sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. In addition, construction activities would comply
with SCAQMD Rule 403 regarding the control of fugitive dust and other specified dust control measures. As
such, impacts to off-site sensitive receptors from criteria pollutants would be less than significant and no
mitigation measures would be necessary. Due to the low demand for heavy duty diesel construction
equipment (e.g., limited earthmoving activities) needed to complete the project, toxic air contaminates (TAC)
emissions from construction activities would not result in long-term health risks to existing off-site sensitive
populations.

Typical sources of acutely and chronically hazardous toxic air contaminants include industrial
manufacturing processes, automotive repair facilities, and dry cleaning facilities. The proposed project
would not include any of these potential sources. As such, the proposed project would not release
substantial amounts of toxic contaminants, and no significant impacts on human health would occur. Based
on the limited activity of the toxic air contaminant sources, the proposed project does not warrant the need
for a health risk assessment, and potential air toxic impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation
is required.
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e. Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?

Less Than Significant Impact. Potential sources that may emit odors during construction activities include
the use of architectural coatings and solvents. Diesel exhaust can be a source of objectionable odors, but
these odors dissipate readily as mobile construction equipment moves about the active construction site.
The contractor will limit idling of equipment when not in use. SCAQMD Rule 1113 limits the amount of
volatile organic compounds from architectural coatings and solvents. SCAQMD Rule 402 states that projects
shall not discharge nuisance odors which cause detriment to or endanger the comfort or safety of the public.
Via mandatory compliance with SCAQMD Rules, construction activities and materials are not expected to
create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people.

According to the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook, land uses associated with odor complaints typically
include agricultural uses, wastewater treatment plants, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting,
refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding. The project would not involve to these types of uses. On-
site trash receptacles used by the project would be covered and properly maintained to prevent adverse
odors. With proper housekeeping practices, trash receptacles would be maintained in a manner that
promotes odor control, no adverse odor impacts are anticipated. Routine maintenance and surface coating
would result in the intermittent use of materials with the potential to release odorous volatile compounds.
As discussed above for construction, SCAQMD Rule 1113 controls the potential for odorous volatile
emissions from architectural coatings and solvents. While there is a potential for odors to occur, compliance
with industry standard odor control practices, SCAQMD Rule 402 (Nuisance) and Rule 1113, and SCAQMD
Best Available Control Technology Guidelines would limit potential objectionable odor impacts to a less than
significant level. Accordingly, no mitigation is required.

IV.  BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

No Impact. The project site is located in an urban area of Los Angeles County and is currently developed
with the Lennox Library, Sheriff’s Station, County office building, and a paved surface parking lot. On-site
vegetation is limited to the landscaped setback along the Civic Center’s primary facade on Lennox Boulevard;
a small landscaped courtyard between the library and County office building; and small areas of lawn and
ornamental landscaping to the rear of the buildings. Approximately 10 specimen trees are scattered around
the project site, including palms, ginkgo, carrotwood, and a large Chinese Elm in the rear courtyard between
the library and County office building. None of the on-site vegetation is considered as candidate, sensitive, or
special status species. Some of the larger, mature trees would not be removed from the site, while other
trees would be removed (see Figure B-1 for the project’s landscaping plan).

Because of the already developed nature of the project site and surrounding area, including lack of
supporting vegetation, no candidate, sensitive, or special status species occur on the project site. Field
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reconnaissance of the site by a PCR biologist on November 9, 2011 confirmed that no candidate, sensitive, or
special status species occur on the project site. Species likely to occur on-site are limited to small terrestrial
and avian species typically found in urban settings. Thus, the project would not have a substantial adverse
effect, either directly or through habitat modification, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The project would result in no impact and no mitigation
measures would be required. A discussion of potential habitat for migratory bird species is provided in the
response to Question IV.d below.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

No Impact. As mentioned above, the project site and the surrounding area are completely developed and
urbanized, and on-site vegetation is limited to ornamental landscaping. The project site is not located within
a significant ecological area (SEA) and no riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities exist on
site. Los Angeles County developed the concept of the SEA in the 1970's in conjunction with adopting the
original General Plan for the County, and SEAs are defined and delineated in conjunction with the Land Use
and Open Space Elements of the County General Plan. An SEA is a designation in the Los Angeles County
General Plan that denotes a particularly important natural area. Therefore, implementation of the project
would have no impact on riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community and no mitigation measures
would be required.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool,
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

No Impact. The project site is in a developed, urbanized area that has been occupied by buildings
comprising the Lennox Civic Center Complex that has been in continuous use since its construction in 1947-
48 and a paved surface parking lot. The site does not contain any federally protected wetlands as defined by
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Therefore, implementation of the project would have no impact on
federally protected wetlands and no mitigation is required.

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish
or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native nursery sites?

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. The project site and the surrounding area are
completely developed and urbanized; therefore, the site does not act as a migratory corridor or provide an
area for resident terrestrial wildlife movement as it is surrounded by urban development that extends for
miles. No aquatic habitat is present on or adjacent to the site to support fish species. The highly developed
conditions of the project site and surrounding area preclude its use as a native wildlife nursery site.
Therefore, the project would not substantially interfere with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or use of any native wildlife nursery site.
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The project site contains ornamental trees, several of which are mature (i.e.,, greater than 12 inches in
diameter at breast height). Some of the larger, mature trees would not be removed from the site, while other
trees would be removed (see Figure B-1 for the project’s landscaping plan). These mature trees could
potentially provide nesting sites for migratory birds. While no nesting activity was observed on the site visit
by a PCR biologist on November 9, 2011, removal of on-site mature trees could result in a potentially
significant impact. To ensure that impacts are reduced to a less than significant level, Mitigation Measure
BIO-1 is prescribed below. This mitigation measure would require tree removal activities to be conducted in
accordance with the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), in that tree removal would be scheduled
between September 1 and February 14 to the extent possible. If tree removal is to occur outside this
timeframe, mature trees would be surveyed for the presence of nests no more than seven (7) days prior to
removal, and if nests are found, flagged with a buffer area until the nesting cycle has concluded or the nests
have failed. With implementation of the requirements of the MBTA, impacts to migratory bird species would
be reduced to a less than significant level.

Mitigation Measures

BIO-1: In accordance with the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), any removal of mature
trees shall be conducted between September 1 and February 14 to avoid the nesting
season. If construction activity is to occur during the nesting season, all suitable habitat
shall be thoroughly surveyed for the presence of nesting birds by a qualified biologist no
more than seven (7) days prior to removal. If any active nests are detected, the area shall
be flagged, along with a minimum 100-foot buffer (buffer may range between 100 and
300 feet as determined by the monitoring biologist), and shall be avoided until the
nesting cycle has concluded or the monitoring biologist determines that the nest has
failed. Monitoring by the biologist shall conclude when the nesting cycle has concluded or
the monitoring biologist determines that the nest has failed.

e.) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such
as tree preservation policy or ordinance?

No Impact. The project site contains several young trees (i.e., palms, ginkgo) and a mature acacia, Chinese
elm and carrotwood tree, as well as ornamental landscaping, and does not contain any locally protected tree
species. Based on field reconnaissance conducted by PCR biologist, Bob Huttar, on November 9, 2011, no oak
trees occur on the project site. Thus, no locally protected biological resources exist on the project site.
Therefore, the project would not conflict with local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources
and no impacts would occur. Accordingly, no mitigation is required.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

No Impact. As discussed above, the site is not located within a SEA. Additionally, there is no adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan in place for the project site. Therefore, implementation of the project would not
conflict with any habitat conservation plans, and no impacts would occur in this regard. Accordingly, no
mitigation is required.
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES
Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in significance of a historical resource as
defined in State CEQA §15064.5?

Less Than Significant Impact. A historical resource is defined in Section 15064.5(a)(3) of the CEQA
Guidelines as any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript determined to be
historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural,
educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California. Historical resources are further
defined as being associated with significant events, important persons, or distinctive characteristics of a
type, period or method of construction; representing the work of an important creative individual; or
possessing high artistic values. Resources listed in or determined eligible for the California Register,
included in a local register, or identified as significant in a historic resource survey are also considered
historical resources under CEQA.

A project with an effect that may cause substantial adverse change in the significance of a resource is a
project that may have a significant impact on the environment. Per California Code of Regulations, Title 14,
Chapter 3, Article 5, Section 15064.5 (b) (1), a substantial adverse change is defined as physical demolition,
relocation, or alteration of a resource or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of an
historical resource would be materially impaired. Direct impacts are those that cause substantial adverse
physical change to a historic property. Indirect impacts are those that cause substantial adverse change to
the immediate surroundings of a historic property such that the significance of a historical resource would
be materially impaired.

Known Historical Resources in the Project Vicinity

The historical resources investigations included archival records searches and literature reviews to
determine: (i) if known historical resources sites have previously been recorded within the project site or
within a one-quarter mile radius of the project site; (ii) if the project site has been systematically surveyed
by historians prior to the initiation of the study; and/or (iii) whether there is other information that would
indicate whether or not the project site is historically sensitive. PCR conducted a records search at the South
Central Coastal Information Center (CHRIS-SCCIC) housed at California State University, Fullerton. This
records search included a review of all previous historical resources investigations within the project area
and within a one-mile radius of the project area. In addition, the California Points of Historical Interest
(PHI), the California Historical Landmarks (CHL), the California Register of Historic Places (California
Register), the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), and the California State Historic
Resources Inventory (HRI) were reviewed. Previous surveys conducted in the Lennox community in 1993,
2000 and 2004 evaluated three properties built during the 1930s at 11109 Condon Avenue (0.5 miles from
the project site), 10536 Firmona Avenue (0.25 miles from the project site), and 4814 W 104t Street (0.6
miles from the project site), which were determined ineligible for designation as historical resources.* There
are no known historic districts in the Lennox community that have been previously surveyed.

4 Office of Historic Preservation, Directory of Properties in the Historic Property Data File for Los Angeles County.
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The archival records search conducted by PCR resulted in the identification of no previously surveyed
historic resources in the project vicinity (quarter-mile radius), including none at the project site.

Potential Historical Resources Identified on the Project Site

A site visit of the project site and vicinity was conducted on June 2, 2011, by PCR architectural historians, Jon
Wilson, M. Arch., and Amanda Kainer, M.S,, to identify historic resources and assess potential impacts. PCR’s
architectural historians meet and exceed the Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualifications standards
in history, architectural history and historic architecture (see Appendix C for qualifications of the
architectural historians). Constructed between 1947 and 1953, the Lennox Civic Center complex meets the
50-year age consideration of the National Register of Historic Places and retains sufficient architectural
integrity to be evaluated for potential eligibility as a historical resource. PCR’s Historic Resources Division
prepared a Historic Resources Assessment Report dated June 2011 which considered the potential eligibility
of the Civic Center for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of
Historical Resources, pursuant to CEQA. The results of the historic resources assessment are provided in
Appendix C to this document and summarized below. The report contains a list of the authors and their
qualifications. There were no potential historic districts or individual resources located within the project
vicinity.

According to the Los Angeles County Assessor’s records, the legal address for the Civic Center complex is
complex is 4359-31 Lennox Boulevard (APN 4034-032-902). The legal description of the project site is Lots
441, 442, and 443 of Tract 211, in the County of Los Angeles. Lennox Civic Center complex consists of three
connected one- and two-story buildings, the Lennox Sheriff's Station, a County Office Building, and the
Lennox Library. The roughly L-shaped Civic Center complex is situated on the northeast corner of the
intersection of Lennox Boulevard and Hawthorne Boulevard, between Hawthorne Boulevard to the east,
Freeman to the west, 106th Street to the north, and Lennox Boulevard to the south. The site is bordered on
the west, north, and east by a brick wall and surface parking lot is located between the wall and the rear of
the Civic Center buildings.

The Civic Center complex was designed by Adrian Wilson and originally constructed between 1947 and 1948
as the Lennox Civic Center. A Library wing addition, also designed by Adrian Wilson, was constructed in
1953 and other minor alterations have occurred over the years such as interior renovations and the
installation of window air conditioners. The historical background for the subject Civic Center complex is
summarized below.

Historic Background

The historical background summarized below provides contextual information for the evaluation of one
potential historical resource identified on the project site, the Lennox Civic Center including the library
building, which was built on the project site between 1947 and 1953.

The community of Lennox was originally part of Antonio Ygnacio Avila’s Rancho Sausal Redondo. The
Rancho Sausal Redondo was officially given to Redondo by the Mexican government in 1837 and extended
from the coast inland to what is now Inglewood between present day Playa del Rey and Redondo Beach. In
1868, ten years after the death of Avila, the property passed to Sir Robert Burnett as settlement for debts
accumulated by the Avila family. Burnett linked the newly acquired acreage with a large parcel he had
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previously purchased in the vicinity of what is now Inglewood and called the combined holdings Rancho
Centinela. Five years later, Burnett returned to his native Scotland. Daniel Freeman, a Canadian lawyer,
leased the land and eventually purchased the entire ranch. In 1887, in the midst of the Southern California
real estate boom, Freeman sold several tracts of his land. The area composing contemporary Lennox was
purchased by a group of investors, the Hawthorne Land Company.

Founders of the Hawthorne Land Company, Benjamin I Harding and Harry Dana Lombard, purchased
acreage from the land company and formed Hawthorne Improvement Company. The Hawthorne
Improvement Company planned to subdivide some of the acreage and build an 80-acre town with streets
and residential and commercial lots. The town plan was designed and the by 1907 over 100 homes had been
constructed. When the town was incorporated in 1921, the north area of the Hawthorne subdivision which
appears to have remained agricultural was not included. This small section of land between Hawthorne,
Inglewood, and what would later become the Los Angeles International Airport, became the community of
Lennox, named after Lennox, Massachusetts.

Lennox was subdivided before 1927, but was never incorporated, remaining an unincorporated area of Los
Angeles County. The first Sanborn Fire Insurance map available from 1927 demonstrates the community of
Lennox was largely agricultural with some single-family residences, commercial buildings, and lumber yards.
Storefronts were located predominantly along Lennox Avenue. The Pacific Electric Railroad ran along
Hawthorne Boulevard from Los Angeles to Redondo. The parcels of the project site appear on the 1927
Sanborn map and were occupied by an aviary farm, three single-family dwellings and ancillary structures,
and an auto-wrecking building. Adjacent to these parcels to the northwest was a paint store, to the
southwest was a gas station and restaurant, and to the southeast was a drugstore, grocery, and barber. The
1931 Sanborn map indicates little change during the four previous years; a commercial building was
constructed on the northwest corner of Hawthorne and Lennox, and a church and auto parts store were
present along Hawthorne.

Southern California experienced a population boom during the Post-World War II period. Like many other
areas in Los Angeles County, the community of Lennox underwent a phase of growth and development as a
neighborhood of single and multi-family residential and commercial buildings designed to accommodate
automobile transportation. The Civic Center was constructed at the project site between 1947 and 1948 as a
local County government center, or Civic Center. The community continued to experience development and
growth through the 1960s and 1970s. Today Lennox Avenue and Hawthorne Boulevard is still commercial
and the neighborhood remains predominantly single and multi-family residential.

The Lennox Civic Center, constructed between 1947 and 1948, was designed by Adrian Wilson and
constructed by Harvey A. Nichols for approximately $627,653.5 The Civic Center was comprised of separate
buildings for the Sheriff’s sub-station, County Charities Department, County Building and Safety, and branch
library. The buildings had reinforced brick exterior walls, concrete floors with coverings, plastered interior
partitions and ceilings, and tile roofing. The two-story 8,700 square foot Sheriff's sub-station building
included administrative offices, locker and squad rooms, a telephone room, offices for investigators,
detention rooms for men and women, public waiting rooms, rest facilities, and a separate facility behind the
station for vehicle maintenance.® The 8,050 square foot County Charities Department building included a

®  No author, “County Engineer Furnishes Detailed Report on Center,” Inglewood Daily News, July 23, 1947, p. 8.

®  No author, “County Engineer Furnishes Detailed Report on Center.”
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public waiting room, interviewing rooms, administration offices, large work room, and restrooms. The one-
story 3,000 square foot County Building and Safety building included offices and public spaces. The one-
story 3,100 square foot library included adult and juvenile reading rooms and stack rooms. The Civic Center
grounds were landscaped and included parking for 90 cars.

The new Lennox library was popular within the Lennox community; circulation more than doubled within
the year of opening. An addition was planned in 1953 to handle the circulation demands and increased
library staff.” In 1953 Adrian Wilson designed an addition to the library to accommodate book storage,
offices, and the book mobile. The addition was comprised of a multi-purpose room with book storage and
offices and a garage to shelter the book mobile. On April 9, 1953 a dedication ceremony was held for the
Lennox Library addition. Refer to Appendix C for further details on the changes to the Civic Center Complex
since 1953.

Los Angeles County hired Adrian Jennings Wilson to design the subject Civic Center complex. Adrian
Jennings Wilson (1898-1988) was an architect, engineer, and master planner. He studied architecture,
structural engineering, and mechanical engineering at Washington University, Saint Louis from 1917 to
1919.8 After graduation in 1922, he joined the Los Angeles architectural firm Dodd and Richards.? In 1930,
he partnered with Erle Farrington Webster to launch Webster and Wilson, Architects. After six years, Adrian
]. Wilson established his own firm, Adrian Wilson Associates, in 1936.

During the 1940s, Adrian Wilson was actively designing Southern California housing projects in conjunction
with other architects from 1938 to 1950.10 He partnered with architects Paul Williams, Gordon B.
Kaufmann, Wurdeman and Becket, Richard Neutra, and Ralph Cornell from 1941 to 1942 to design the Del
Rio Public Housing Development.'* During the same period he partnered with Paul Williams, Richard
Neutra, Walter Wurdeman, and Welton Becket to design Hacienda Village, a modern residential complex.”” A
few years later in 1947, Adrian Wilson designed the Lennox Civic Center. The project site appears to be an
exploration of these public housing design ideas applied to a civic building. Adrian Wilson was also
recognized for designing other high-profile Civic Centers and convention centers. From 1956 to 1961 Adrian
Wilson’s firm partnered with other architects to design the Los Angeles Civic Center Complex.13 Adrian
Wilson was known for his modern international style architecture and late modern variance of this style.

During the 1960s, Adrian Wilson Associates designed a wide variety of institutional, civic and commercial
projects over the United States and seven countries.1* The firm worked on many international projects, such

“Library Services: History.” Lennox Library Archives.

Adrian Jennings Wilson, ID 615, Pacific Coast Architecture Database, accessed June 13, 2011 https://digital.lib.washington.edu/
architect/architects/615/

Boch, Bob. “His Designing Ways Add to City’s Stature,” Los Angeles Times, July 22, 1962, p. M1.

John F. Gane, ed, American Architects Directory, Third edition, New York: R.R. Bowker Co., 1955, p. 610.

Robert Gebhard and Robert Winter, An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, Utah: Bibbs Smith, 2003, p. 292.
Robert Gebhard and Robert Winter, p. 292.

Robert Gebhard and Robert Winter, p. 259.

10

11

12
13

¥ No Author, “Architect Moves After Four Decades,” Los Angeles Times, April 30, 1967, p. 014.
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as defense installations in Greece, citywide projects in Manila, and NATO Defense Projects in Turkey.15 The
international projects won the architecture firm many honors and recognition. As part of the firms practice
they would bring their Japanese workers to the United States for further study to strengthen their
international relationship.16 In 1976 the Adrian Wilson Associates was sold to Howard Needles Tammen
and Bergendoof, a national architecture firm based in Kansas City.17

Significance

The existing Lennox Civic Center complex includes the Lennox Sheriff's Station, a County Office Building, and
the Lennox Library, which were all part of the original construction and 1953 library addition. The Civic
Center at 4359-31 Lennox Boulevard was designed in the Modern style by Adrian Wilson from 1947 to 1948
as the Lennox Civic Center (see Appendix C for further details on Modern architecture and Wilson’s work).
The complex was the first branch civic center constructed by the Los Angeles County in an unincorporated
area. As originally designed, the Civic Center included three main buildings for the Sherriff's Station, County
Charities Department, Department of Building and Safety, and County Library. Constructed as the focal point
of Lennox, community leaders hoped the modern structure and the readily available County services would
encourage a renaissance in Lennox and the neighboring communities. Adrian Wilson designed the subject
property and the library addition. The period of significance of the subject property is 1947 to 1953, the year
of its initial construction through the year of its library addition. The surrounding neighborhood is largely
Post World War Il and more recent single- and multi-family housing with Hawthorne Boulevard serving as
the primary commercial thoroughfare.

The two-story Sheriff’s Station is located at the eastern edge of the property. The roughly L-shaped brick
building includes the jail, offices, and public counter for the Los Angeles County Sheriff. The windows are
largely wood double-hung with two-over-two glazing, and the roof is hipped with wide eaves. The primary
public entrance is located in the center of the building fronting Lennox Boulevard. The entrance has a
poured-in-place concrete awning that rises from the ground and frames the entrance providing a narrow
roof over the entranceway. The public lobby on the interior retains integrity. The secondary entrance to the
building is located on the west elevation beneath the porte-cochere that connects the Sheriff's Station to the
County Office Building, just west of the Sheriff’s Station. The rear of the Sheriff’s Station has a one-story wing
for Sheriff Station offices. There is a detached service station just north of the Sheriff Station building.

The one-story County Office Building is the central building at the Lennox Civic Center and is just west of the
Sheriff's Station. The County Office Building is attached to the Sheriff’'s Station by a high porte-cochere
supported with rectangular fluted concrete columns. The roughly I-shaped building is constructed with
brick walls and reinforced with steel framing. The windows are largely wood double-hung sash with two-
over-two glazing. The primary public entrance is located in the center of the building fronting Lennox
Boulevard and has wood double doors with circular glazing (alteration). The roof extends beyond the
exterior wall creating a covered walkway with concrete floors and supported with rectangular fluted
concrete columns that runs along the longitudinal east/west length of the building. The interiors of the
County Office Building appear largely altered, although the spaces themselves appear to retain integrity.

> No Author, “LA Firm to Design Greek Defense Works,” Los Angeles Times, April 21, 1955, 26; No Author, “LA Architectural Firm Cited

by the Navy,” Los Angeles Times, June 25, 1961, N4; No Author, “LA Architect to Design NATO Defense Projects,” Los Angeles Times,
March 27, 1955, F17.

% No Author, “Royal Japanese Works for Architectural Firm,” Los Angeles Times, August 9, 1954, A26.
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The one-story Lennox Library is the western most building at the Lennox Civic Center and is located on the
corner of Lennox and Hawthorne Boulevards. Like the Sheriff's Station and County Office Building, the
irregularly-shaped library is constructed with brick walls and reinforced with steel framing. The primary
public entrance is located on the corner and has wood double doors flanked by large fixed single-pane
windows. The entranceway is arched forming a semi-circular shape mirroring the form of the concrete
entrance stairway. A flat wood awning roof attached to the primary hipped roof extends out of over the
entrance and is supported with rectangular fluted concrete columns and topped with a sign reading “County
Library.” The windows are largely wood double-hung sash with two-over-two glazing. The interior retains
some original fabric including the resilient composite tile flooring, sink, and cabinets.

Based upon the results of the PCR historic resources survey, the original Civic Center, which is largely intact,
was found to retain sufficient integrity to be evaluated further both as an individual property and as a
potential historic district (see Appendix C for further discussion on integrity). The architectural and
historical significance of the City Center was evaluated by PCR’s qualified architectural historians in
accordance with the established federal and state evaluation methods for historical resources and in
accordance with industry standards for the evaluation of Modern Post-World War II architecture. The result
of the eligibility evaluation is provided in the Historic Resources Assessment (Appendix C of this document),
and is summarized below.

National Register Criterion A: Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

California Register Criterion 1: Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage.

The development of the Lennox Civic Center is a part of the regional history of postwar Lennox and the
County of Los Angeles. The period of significance of the project site is 1947 to 1953, beginning with the year
of its initial construction and ending with the year of its library addition. The Lennox Civic Center was the
first branch Civic Center constructed by the County of Los Angeles in an unincorporated area. The initial
design and planning, ground breaking, and opening of the Lennox Civic Center was covered in the Los
Angeles Times and Inglewood Daily News. Community leaders hoped the Civic Center would spur
investment and growth in the still sparsely populated area around Lennox. However, development in the
area was slow and happened in waves, and a sustained and well-planned community development did not
occur, compromising the ability for the Civic Center to function as a center. Aside from economic growth,
there are no significant political, social or cultural contributions by the Lennox Civic Center that have
affected the broad patterns of local or state history.

Therefore, while the project site is a central part of the community’s history, it is not associated with events
that made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of national, state or the County of Los Angeles’
history and culture; the Civic Center does not meet Criterion 1 of the California Register or Criterion A of the
National Register.

National Register Criterion B: Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

7 No Author, "Adrian Wilson Unit Sold to Kansas Firm,” Los Angeles Times, November 21, 1976, p. H6.
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California Register Criterion 2: Is associated with lives of persons important in our past.

Likewise, the Civic Center has been the seat of local government since the time of its construction and, as
common in all local communities, many Civic leaders have been associated with the Civic Center during their
tenure of service in local government. However, the Civic Center has not been directly associated with the
productive lives of persons significant in national, state or local history who influenced or shaped the course
of national, state or county history. Therefore, the association of the occupants and owners with the project
site does not meet Criterion 2 of the California Register or Criterion B of the National Register.

National Register Criterion C: It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.

California Register Criterion 3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or
method of construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high
artistic values.

Designed by notable Los Angeles architect Adrian Wilson, the Civic Center complex incorporated
architectural ideas from both postwar residential and institutional architecture, but as such, is not a
distinctive work of architecture. The Lennox Civic Center was constructed to function as a generator of
residential development in the Lennox area and to serve as that development’s center. By using ideas from
residential architectural scale and design, the Civic Center was meant to be compatible in scale and form to
the surrounding neighborhood. The Traditional Mid-Century Modern architectural style of the Lennox Civic
Center, a variance of the International style, was a relatively common building style in post-World War II
Southern California. PCR found that the architecture of the project site is not of exceptional importance in its
details or as an entirety and was not influential in the history of Modern or Civic Center architecture. Even
though the Civic Center was designed by architect, Adrian Wilson, it did not achieve any special recognition
at the time of its completion. The architecture of the Civic Center is not a distinctive or outstanding example
of Adrian Wilson’s work from the late 1940s or early 1950s and it does not possess sufficient architectural
merit to warrant designation as a historical resource. There is no documentary evidence in historical or
architectural literature that the Civic Center project received any architectural notice at the time of its
completion, nor has it proved influential in the development of architecture since then. During the 1940s
Adrian Wilson was designing housing projects in collaboration with other prominent Los Angeles architects,
including Pueblo del Rio (1941-42) and Hacienda Village (1941-1942), that have been recognized in
published architectural literature as regionally important representations of Modern residential architecture
of the Post World War II period.”® Adrian Wilson’s firm later achieved some distinction for their involvement
in variety of other public and institutional projects, including the Hall of Administration (1956-61) and the
Arnold Schoenberg Institute (1978). The project site is not an important or influential architectural work of
Adrian Wilson, nor does it embody distinctive characteristics of Modern Civic Center architecture or Post
World War Il institutional /public architecture. Whether the buildings are considered separately or as part of
a building grouping, the project site does not meet Criterion 3 of the California Register or Criterion C of the
National Register as an individual resource or as a historic district.

National Register Criterion D: It yields, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

18 Robert Gebhard and Robert Winter, p. 259 and 292.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Lennox Library and Community Center Project
PCR Services Corporation B_z 6



February 2012 Attachment B — Explanation of Checklist Determinations

California Register Criterion 4: Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
prehistory or history.

This criterion is applicable to archaeological sites and not to built environment resources. Please refer to the
archaeological section below for further analysis of impacts to archaeological resources

In summary, the project site does not appear to meet any of the established thresholds for significance
necessary for consideration as a historical resource under CEQA at either the National or State level.
Therefore, pursuant to CEQA, the Lennox Civic Center was found ineligible as an individual historical
resource or as a historic district.

The development of the proposed project would result in improvements to the existing Lennox Library and
Sheriff’s Station at 4359-31 Lennox Boulevard. The Lennox Civic Center does not possess sufficient historical
or architectural importance to reach the threshold of eligibility as an historical resource. Furthermore, there
are no known individually eligible historic resources or eligible contributors to a historic district within a
quarter-mile of the project site, and PCR architectural historians determined there are no known or
unevaluated properties within view of the proposed project site that merit further consideration as potential
historical resources. Moreover, the project site is not part of a larger historic district, as discussed above.
Pursuant to CEQA, the proposed redevelopment of the project site would result in no impacts to historical
resources and no mitigation is required.

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to §15064.5?

Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. According to a previous cultural resources
records search conducted through the South Central Coastal Information Center, there are no known
archaeological sites within the project site or immediate vicinity." A pedestrian survey was not performed
for the project since there is no native ground surface exposed on the project site. The absence of
archaeological sites on the surface within the project site does not preclude the existence of buried
archaeological sites. The project site is already developed with the existing Civic Center complex and
parking lot; therefore, it is likely that surficial archaeological resources would have been displaced by the
original development of the project site. In addition, the project site contains predominantly fill materials to
depths of at least three feet below surface grade, as stated in Section 4.1 of the Geotechnical Report prepared
for the project, provided in Appendix D of this document. Project implementation would involve grading and
excavation to a maximum depth of five feet below the surface, and therefore it is possible that excavation
may encounter previously undisturbed native soils that may be conducive to retaining intact archaeological
resources. However, given the lack of known archaeological resources in the vicinity and the lack of a known
water source in the immediate vicinity that would have attracted prehistoric inhabitants to the project site,
the potential to encounter buried resources during excavations into native soils is considered low.

Thus, impacts to archaeological resources on the surface would be less than significant. However, due to the
fact that excavation may affect up to 5 feet of soils some of which may not have been previously disturbed,
the potential for project excavation to uncover anticipated resources below the surface is considered a

9 Animo Leadership Charter High School Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, 2008, prepared by PCR Services Corporation.
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potentially significant impact. Mitigation Measure CULT-1 is required to reduce this impact to a less than
significant level.

Mitigation Measure

CULT-1 If archaeological resources (historic or prehistoric) are encountered during
implementation of the proposed project, ground-disturbing activities shall temporarily be
halted. The Applicant shall immediately notify a qualified archaeologist of the find. The
archaeologist shall coordinate with the Applicant as to the immediate treatment of the
find until a proper site visit and evaluation is made by a qualified archaeologist.
Treatment may include the implementation of an archaeological testing or data recovery
program or preservation in place. The archaeologist shall prepare a final report about the
find to be filed with the County and the South Central Coastal Information Center as they
archive all regional archaeological reports and site records. The report shall include
documentation and interpretation of resources recovered. Interpretation will include full
evaluation of the eligibility with respect to the California Register of Historical Resources
and CEQA. The Applicant (or land owner), in consultation with the archaeologist and
Lead Agency, shall designate repositories in the event that resources are recovered. The
archaeologist shall also determine the need and terms for archaeological monitoring for
any further ground-disturbing activities in the area of the find thereafter.

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. According to a previous paleontological
resources records search conducted through the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, no
vertebrate fossil localities have been previously recorded within the project site, but localities have been
recorded in the vicinity in the same sedimentary deposits that underlie the project site.*® The project site has
surficial deposits consisting of older Quaternary Alluvium. The nearest vertebrate fossil locality in these
deposits, LACM 3264, is located approximately 2.5 miles east of the project site in the middle of the LAX just
west of Sepulveda Boulevard and south of Century Boulevard. This vertebrate fossil locality produced fossil
specimens of proboscidean (Mammoth) at a depth of 25 feet. Other localities that include bison, mammoth,
rabbits, speckled sanddab, and rodent have been encountered from 13 to 40 feet below the ground surface
within the vicinity LAX in the same deposits that occur within the project site. The entire project site is
already developed with the existing Civic Center complex and parking lot.

As previously mentioned, the project site contains predominantly fill materials to depths of at least three feet
below surface grade per the Geotechnical Report prepared for the project. Project implementation would
involve grading and excavation to depths of 3 to 5 five below the surface, therefore it is possible that
excavations may encounter previously undisturbed native soils that may be conducive to retaining intact
paleontological resources. However, given the lack of known paleontological resources in the vicinity and
the shallow depths (approximately three to five feet) of excavations activities associated with
implementation of the project, the potential to encounter buried resources during excavations into native
soils is considered low. Thus, impacts to paleontological resources on the surface would be less than

2 1pid.
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significant. However, Mitigation Measure CULT-2 is required to reduce impacts to paleontological resources
that are accidentally discovered during project implementation to a less than significant level.

Mitigation Measure

CULT-2

If paleontological resources (i.e., fossil mammoths, bison, rabbits, rodents, etc.) are
encountered during implementation of the proposed project, ground-disturbing activities
shall temporarily be redirected from the vicinity of the find. The Applicant shall
immediately notify a qualified paleontologist of the find. The paleontologist shall
coordinate with the County as to the immediate treatment of the find until a proper site
visit and evaluation is made by the paleontologist. Treatment may include the
implementation of a fossil recovery program or preservation in place. The paleontologist
shall prepare a final report about the find to be filed with the County and the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles County. The report shall include documentation and
interpretation of resources recovered. @ The County, in consultation with the
paleontologist , shall designate repositories in the event that resources are recovered.
The paleontologist shall also determine the need and terms for further paleontological
monitoring for any ground-disturbing activities in the area of the find thereafter.

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries?

Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. Results of a previous cultural resources
records search indicate that there are no known burial sites located on the project site or in the project
vicinity within a half-mile radius.”* Given the presence of fill soils to depths of three feet across the project
site and the relatively shallow project excavations (approximately three to five feet) planned during
implementation of the project, the potential for encountering human remains is low and no impacts to
human remains are anticipated. However, Mitigation Measure CULT-3 is required to reduce potential
impacts to human remains that are accidentally discovered during project implementation to a less than

significant level.

Mitigation Measure

CULT-3

If human remains are encountered unexpectedly during implementation of the project,
State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 requires that no further disturbance shall
occur until the County Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin and
disposition pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. If the remains are determined to be of
Native American descent, the coroner has 24 hours to notify the Native American
Heritage Commission (NAHC). The NAHC shall then identify the person(s) thought to be
the Most Likely Descendent of the deceased Native American, who will be given 48 hours
from notification by the NAHC to inspect the site of the discovery of Native American
remains and to recommend to the Applicant or landowner means for treating and
disposition, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and any associated grave goods
with appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further disturbance.

2L bid.
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VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.
Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of
a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.

No Impact. The site is not within a currently established Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone for surface
fault rupture hazards. No active or potentially active faults with the potential for surface fault rupture are
known to pass directly beneath the site.”” The nearest active surface fault rupture to the site is the Newport-
Inglewood Fault Zone located approximately 1.4 miles to the northeast of the project site. Nonetheless, as no
active or potentially active faults cross the project site, there would be no potential for surface fault rupture
and therefore no impact would result from the proposed project. No mitigation measures would be
required.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. Although the project site is not located on an active
fault, there are faults in the region capable of seismic activity. Consequently, the project site could be subject
to moderate to severe ground shaking in the event of a major earthquake on any of the active faults. This is
considered to be a potentially significant impact. The project would be required to be designed and
constructed in accordance with applicable seismic design standards in the International Building Code
(UBC), California Building Code (CBC), and/or Los Angeles Uniform Building Code, which would ensure that
the proposed building would withstand groundshaking associated with the maximum credible earthquake at
the project site.”® In addition, the Geotechnical Report prepared for the project includes site-specific design
recommendations that address design features such as foundations, floor slab support, soil corrosivity,
pavement design, and retaining walls. Implementation of Mitigation Measure GEO-1 would ensure that the
site-specific design recommendations included in the Geotechnical Report are incorporated into the project,
which would ensure impacts regarding seismic ground shaking are reduced to a less than significant level.

Mitigation Measure

GEO-1 Prior to the issuance of building or grading permits, the County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works shall ensure that the site-specific design recommendations
in the Final Geotechnical Report are incorporated into the final project plans/design.

2 Geotechnical Investigation: Proposed Lennox Library and Community Center Renovation and Expansion 4331 Lennox Boulevard,

Lennox District of the Unincorporated Los Angeles County, California. Prepared by Geocon West, Inc. February 2011. Provided in
Appendix D of this document.

% Maximum credible earthquake is the largest earthquake, usually expressed in magnitude, judged to be possible in an area.
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iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

Less Than Significant Impact. Liquefaction is a phenomenon where loose, saturated, granular soils lose
their inherent shear strength due to excess water pressure that builds up during repeated movement from
seismic activity. Factors that contribute to the potential for liquefaction include a low relative density of
granular materials, a shallow groundwater table, and a long duration and high acceleration of seismic
shaking. Liquefaction usually results in horizontal and vertical movements from lateral spreading of
liquefied materials and post-earthquake settlement of liquefied materials. Liquefaction typically occurs in
areas where the soils below the water table are composed of poorly consolidated, fine-to medium-grained,
primarily sandy soil.

Lateral spreading can result in ground cracking and may occur when a site is sloped or is near a free-face and
there is a sufficiently continuous liquefiable layer on which the overlying soils can move laterally. Ground
settlement may occur during seismic shaking of an area. The settlement can be caused by liquefaction of
loose granular soils and by compaction of loose, but not necessarily liquefiable, soils.

According to the State of California Seismic Hazard Zone, Inglewood Quadrangle Map, the site is not located
within an area identified as having a potential for liquefaction. Furthermore, a review of the County of Los
Angeles Seismic Safety Element indicates that the site is not located in an area designated as “liquefiable”.

The historic high groundwater level at the project site is approximately 47 feet below the ground surface.
The soils encountered during exploration are generally dense. Based on these considerations, it was
concluded that soil liquefaction would not occur at the site. As such, the project site would not be subject to
liquefaction during a seismic event. Further, the proposed project would be designed and constructed to
meet applicable seismic safety standards, as previously indicated. Therefore, the project would result in less
than significant impacts with respect to seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction. Accordingly,
no mitigation is required

iv) Landslides?

No Impact. According to the Los Angeles County Seismic Safety Element the site is not located within an area
identified as having a potential for slope instability. Additionally, according to the California Geological
Survey (1998), the site is not located within an area identified as having a potential for seismic slope
instability.

The site and surrounding vicinity is generally flat, sloping gently to the south. There are no known landslides
near the site, nor is the site in the path of any known or potential landslides. As such, no impacts regarding
landslides would occur with project implementation and no mitigation is required.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Less Than Significant Impact. Construction activities have the potential to result in minor soil erosion
during excavation, grading and soil stockpiling, subsequent siltation, and conveyance of other pollutants into
municipal storm drains. During construction, it is estimated that approximately 0.7 acres of the project site
would be subject to ground-disturbing activities (e.g, removal of the existing structures, excavation,
foundation construction, the installation of utilities, and reconfiguration/repaving of the parking lot). These
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activities would expose soils for a limited time, allowing for possible erosion. Although project development
has the potential to result in the erosion of soils, this potential would be reduced by implementation of
standard erosion controls imposed during site preparation and grading activities. Specifically, all grading
activities would require grading permits from the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, which
would include requirements and standards designed to limit potential impacts associated with erosion to
permitted levels. In addition, on-site grading and site preparation would also comply with all applicable
provisions of Title 26 of the Los Angeles County Building Code, which addresses grading, excavations, and
fills. Regarding soil erosion during project operations, the potential is relatively low due to the fact that the
project site would be paved over and/or landscaped. The use of vegetation and groundcover would act as an
effective barrier to soil erosion by impeding direct contact between precipitation/irrigation and the on-site
soils.

With compliance with regulatory requirements, less than significant impacts would occur related to erosion
or loss of topsoil and no mitigation is required.

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslides,
lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse?

Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. As discussed in the response to Question
[V.a.iv, the project site is relatively flat and less than significant impacts would occur with regards to
landslides. As discussed in the response to Question IV.A.iii, less than significant impacts would occur with
regards to lateral spreading and liquefaction. However, as discussed in Response No. IV.a.ii, proposed new
development could be subject to strong ground shaking in the event of an earthquake, which is considered a
potentially significant impact. Impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level with implementation
of Mitigation Measure GEO-1. Further, the Geotechnical Report concluded that the proposed project could
proceed as proposed, provided the recommendations of the report are followed and implemented during
design and construction (per Mitigation Measure GEO-1). As such, the soils beneath the site would support
the project and not become unstable as a result of the project.

Mitigation Measure

Refer to Mitigation Measure GEO-1. No additional mitigation measures are necessary.

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property?

Less Than Significant Impact. Expansive soils are typically associated with fine-grained clayey soils that
have the potential to swell and shrink with repeated cycles of wetting and drying. The on-site soils have an
expansion index of 8 and were found to be of very low expansion potential. As on-site soils are classified as
being in the very low expansion range, impacts with respect to expansive soils and risks to life or property
would be less than significant. In addition, construction of the proposed project would be required to
comply with the 2010 California Building Code, as enforced by the County of Los Angeles, which includes
building foundation requirements appropriate to site-specific conditions to reduce impacts associated with
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expansive soils. Impacts related to expansive soils would be less than significant and no mitigation is
required.

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal
of wastewater?

No Impact. The project would not involve the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal
systems. As such, no impact would occur in this regard and no mitigation is required.

VIl. GREENHOUSE GASES
Would the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a
significant impact on the environment, based on any applicable threshold of
significance?

Less Than Significant Impact. Global climate change refers to changes in average climatic conditions on
Earth as a whole, including changes in temperature, wind patterns, precipitation and storms. Historical
records indicate that global climate changes have occurred in the past due to natural phenomena; however
some data indicate that the current global conditions differ from past climate changes in rate and magnitude;
thus, the current changes in global climate have been attributed to anthropogenic activities by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).24

GHGs include carbon dioxide (COz), methane (CH4), ozone (0O3), water vapor (H20), nitrous oxide (N»0),
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SFs). CO: is the most
abundant GHG in the atmosphere, and represents 77 percent of total GHG emissions.”® GHGs are the result of
both natural and anthropogenic activities. Forest fires, decomposition, industrial processes, landfills, and
consumption of fossil fuels for power generation, transportation, heating, and cooking are the primary
sources of GHG emissions. As all GHGs do not exhibit the same ability to induce climate change, GHG
contributions are commonly quantified in the equivalent mass of CO;, denoted as CO.e, which allows for
comparability among GHGs with regard to global warming potential (GWP). Based upon the 2008 GHG
inventory data (the latest year available) compiled by the California Air Resources Board (CARB, 2008),
California produced 474 MMT COze. The major source of GHG in California is transportation, contributing 37
percent of the state’s total GHG emissions. Electricity generation is the second largest source, contributing
25 percent of the state’s GHG emissions. Most, 85 percent, of California’s 2008 GHG emissions (in terms of
C0Oze) were carbon dioxide produced from fossil fuel combustion, with 2.5 percent from other sources of CO3,
6.0 percent from methane, and 2.8 percent from nitrous oxide.

2 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Fourth Assessment Report, The Physical Science Basis, Summary for Policy

Makers, 2007.
% Ibid.
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As described above, the CO; equivalent mass notation CO.e allows for comparability among GHGs with
regard to the GWP. Mass emissions are calculated by converting pollutant specific emissions to COze
emissions by applying the proper GWP value. These GWP ratios are available from the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and published in the California Climate Action Registry (CCAR)
Protocol. By applying the GWP ratios, project related CO2e emissions can be tabulated in metric tons per
year. The CO.e values are calculated for the entire construction period. Construction output values used in
this analysis are adjusted to represent a COze value representative of CO2, CH4, and N0 emissions from
project construction activities. HFCs, PFCs, and SFs are not byproducts of combustion, the primary source of
construction-related GHG emissions, and therefore are not included in the analysis. Construction CH4 and
N20 values are derived from factors published in the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas
Inventories. These values are then converted to metric tons of COze for consistency.

Section 15064.4 of the CEQA Guidelines states “...[a] lead agency shall have discretion to determine, in the
context of a particular project, whether to: (1) [u]se a model or methodology to quantify greenhouse gas
emissions resulting from a project...; and/or (2) [r]ely on a qualitative analysis or performance based
standards.” It was determined that for the proposed project, a quantitative analysis was appropriate to
assess the potential impacts from the increase in project-related GHG emissions.

Significance Thresholds

Section 15064.7 of the CEQA Guidelines defines a threshold of significance as an identifiable quantitative,
qualitative or performance level of a particular environmental effect, non-compliance with which means the
effect will normally be determined to be significant by the agency and compliance with which means the
effect normally will be determined to be less than significant. CEQA gives wide latitude to lead agencies in
determining what impacts are significant and does not prescribe thresholds of significance, analytical
methodologies, or specific mitigation measures. CEQA leaves the determination of significance to the
reasonable discretion of the lead agency and encourages lead agencies to develop and publish thresholds of
significance to use in determining the significance of environmental effects. In the revised CEQA Guidelines
effective March 18, 2010, the California Office of Planning and Research (OPR) encourages lead agencies to
make use of programmatic mitigation plans and programs from which to tier when they perform individual
project analyses. However, both the establishment of formal significance thresholds as well as the adoption
of mitigation programs are on a voluntary basis, and the County of Los Angeles has not yet adopted specific
quantitative significance thresholds or a Greenhouse Reduction Plan meeting the requirements set forth in
the latest OPR guidelines.

Section 15064.7(c) states “when adopting thresholds of significance, a lead agency may consider thresholds
of significance previously adopted or recommended by other public agencies...”. The California Air Pollution
Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) released a white paper, entitled CEQA and Climate Change, in January,
2008. The white paper examines various potential threshold approaches available to air districts and lead
agencies for determining whether GHG emissions are significant, including a number of potential “non-zero”
thresholds for residential and commercial projects. The lowest, most stringent non-zero numeric threshold
proposed in the CAPCOA white paper is a net increase of 900 MT of CO.e per year above current levels of
GHG emissions.

Because a single numeric threshold proposed by CAPCOA may not be appropriate for all projects such as
large commercial or residential developments, other agencies throughout the state have proposed different
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thresholds. The Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) has proposed a per capita threshold
based on the population or employee (service population) increase as a result of the project. This threshold
is most suitable for larger projects which will tend to exceed single numeric thresholds with the potential to
provide substantial housing or employment opportunities. The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District (SJVAPCD) has proposed an efficiency based standard similar to the AB 32 Scoping Plan which is a
percent reduction of GHG emissions compared to Business as Usual (BAU) conditions required to achieve
AB32 goals. Regional GHG emission profiles vary throughout the State (based in part on factors such as
climate, demographics, economic trends, zoning, infrastructure, mass-transit accessibility, personal habits,
etc.). Emission reduction goals currently being established by CARB and the metropolitan planning
organizations account for these regional differences. Therefore, specific numeric thresholds promulgated by
other agencies may not be directly applicable to a proposed project of this scale located in urban Los Angeles
County. The SCAQMD also proposed several thresholds including a 3,000 MT/year for non-industrial
sources as well as per capita and efficiency based thresholds. However, these have not been formally
adopted by the Board.

Although several proposed thresholds are available, the CAPCOA proposed threshold of 900 MT/year is the
lowest (most stringent) non-zero threshold proposed by other agencies. The use of the 900 MT/year
threshold is considered conservative for purposes of this analysis. The threshold applies to the net change in
annual GHG emissions from mobile and stationary sources during construction and/or operation of the
proposed project.

Project Design Features
= Atleast 50 percent of construction waste (by weight) will be recycled.

= The project will refurbish and reuse under-utilized existing municipal buildings to the extent feasible,
minimizing the extraction and use of natural resources.

= The project site is well served by mass transit.

= The project will reduce its energy usage (electricity and natural gas) in the new and/or remodeled
spaces by at least 15 percent below the 2008 State of California Energy Efficiency Standards, Title 24,
Part 6.

= The project will reduce its domestic water demand in the new and/or remodeled spaces by at least
20 percent (below the standards in Title 24) through the use of low-water or high-efficiency fixtures.

= Landscape irrigation for the project will minimize the use of potable water by incorporating drought
resistant or low-water plants and water-efficient irrigation techniques, and will include a smart
irrigation controller.

= The proposed project will plant at least one 15-gallon tree (selected from the County Drought-
Tolerant Plant List) on the project site to comply