
The Watershed Conservation Authority is seeking to buy ten (10) tax defaulted properties through 
the Chapter 8 Agreement sale process.  The Chapter 8 Agreement sale is designed to allow eligible 
government agencies and non profit organizations the opportunity to buy tax defaulted property for a 
qualifying public purpose or benefit.  The Watershed Conservation Authority intends to utilize the 
properties for increasing open space, enhancing recreational opportunities and improving watershed 
health.

SUBJECT

March 20, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE
"TAX DEFAULTED SUBJECT TO POWER TO SELL" PROPERTIES

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5 - AGREEMENT 2687

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve and instruct the Chairman to sign the Purchase Agreement Number 2687 of "Tax Defaulted 
Subject to Power to Sell" properties being acquired by the Watershed Conservation Authority (public 
agency) pursuant to the Revenue and Taxation Code, with revenue to be provided to recover a 
portion, if not all, of back property taxes, penalties, and costs on the delinquent parcels and any 
remaining tax balance to be cancelled from the existing tax rolls and approve publication of the 
Purchase Agreement of "Tax Defaulted Subject to Power to Sell" properties.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The properties described in the agreement may be sold in accordance with the provisions of Division 
1, Part 6, Chapter 8 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and with the policy adopted by Board action 
on November 24, 1970.  Exhibit "A” attached to the Agreement, indicates the legal description and 
selling price of the parcels. 

Upon approval, the attached agreement is to be signed by the Chairman and returned to the Tax 
Collector for transmittal to the State Controller for further approval.  County Counsel has approved 
the agreement as to form.

The Chapter 8 Agreement sale procedure permits public agencies to acquire "Tax Defaulted Subject 
to Power to Sell" property without the necessity of a public auction.  The properties described in this 
letter will be acquired by one (1) public agency.  The agreement is with the Watershed Conservation 
Authority, which intends to utilize the properties for increasing open space, enhancing recreational 
opportunities and improving watershed health.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Approval of the agreement is in accordance with the Countywide Strategic Plan Goals of Fiscal 
Responsibility and Collaboration Across Jurisdictional Boundaries. Delinquent property taxes and 
costs are recovered, and the limited-use parcels are identified for appropriate public purposes. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Revenue will be provided to the County for apportionment among the affected taxing agencies, 
which will recover a portion, if not all, of back property taxes, penalties, and costs on the delinquent 
parcel.  Any remaining tax balance will be cancelled from the existing tax roll.    

Existing appropriation is available in the Treasurer and Tax Collector’s budget for publication costs.  
Publishing, in accordance with Section 3798 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, is the most cost-
effective method of giving adequate notification to parties of interest.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Chapter 8 Agreement sale procedure permits eligible public agencies to acquire "Tax Defaulted 
Subject to Power to Sell" property, pursuant to Section 3791, et seq., of the Revenue and Taxation 
Code.  

Attachment “A” is a summary of the public agency’s purchases.  This attachment indicates the 
affected Supervisorial District and the public use for which the properties are being acquired.  County 
Counsel has approved the agreement as to form.  Attached to the agreement are the Assessor’s 
parcel maps, showing the dimensions and general locations of the affected parcels.

Efforts will be made to contact the owners and parties of interest to inform them of their tax liabilities 
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and the provisions for the redemption of the properties, pursuant to Section 3799 of the Revenue 
and Taxation Code.

Section 3798 of the Revenue and Taxation Code mandates notice of agreements to be published 
once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation published in the 
County.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

No impact.

CONCLUSION

Upon approval of the attached agreement forms, the Department of Treasurer and Tax Collector will 
need all original documents returned for submission to the State Controller, as the State Controller’s 
Office has the final approval of this and all Chapter 8 Agreements.

MARK J. SALADINO

Treasurer and Tax Collector

Enclosures

c: Assessor
Chief Executive Officer 
Auditor-Controller
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

MJS:DJD:af
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