
Request to extend the sunset review date for the Library Commission.

SUBJECT

November 01, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

SUNSET REVIEW FOR THE 
LIBRARY COMMISSION 

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Extend the Library Commission’s sunset review date to June 30, 2014.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Library Commission (Commission) was established by the Board of Supervisors (Board) on 
December 3, 1996.  The Board approved the most recent sunset review extension on June 15, 2004, 
which expired on January 31, 2007.

The Commission advises the Board and the County Librarian on matters of library policy, 
administration, operation and service, including the County Public Library’s (Library) budget and 
Strategic Plan, and makes suggestions and recommendations with respect to any matters that have 
come to their attention relating to the County Public Library.

The Commission also obtains public input and provides information on the Library to the public.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Commission members do not receive compensation.  The Library estimates that they spend 
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approximately $36,600 per year to support the Commission.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Commission has 20 members; two appointed by each Supervisor and ten appointed by a “City 
Selection Committee”, comprised of mayors and city council members from cities in the County.  

The Commission meets on a monthly basis.  The Commission held 24 meetings between April 2007 
and December 2009 (approximately 9 meetings a year), with an average attendance of 10.7 (54%) 
members.  The Commission recognizes its low average attendance, and is actively working to 
improve attendance by meeting with Board and city representatives to encourage stronger 
participation from their appointed Commissioners, and emphasizing the importance of attending 
Commission meetings.  Although the Commission’s average attendance was low, the Commission 
successfully fulfilled its duties.

During this review period, the Commission’s accomplishments included:

•     Advising the Board on the importance of supporting public libraries during difficult economic 
times.

•     Raising public awareness about the negative impact of State budget cuts on library funding, 
resulting in hundreds of citizens sending letters to State legislators to oppose library budget cuts.

•     Advising the Library on spending priorities, such as maintaining library hours and programs, 
ensuring public access to computers and electronic databases, and purchasing new books.

•     Participating in a focus group to provide input for the Library’s Strategic Financial Plan, such as 
advising on what library services are valued the highest by the public.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

For the next evaluation period, the Commission’s objectives are to:

•     Advise the County Librarian on ways to stabilize funding, and advocate at State and local levels 
for library funding.

•     Advise the County Librarian on the changing needs of public libraries.

•     Publicize library programs and services available to County residents.

•     Hold Commission meetings at locations throughout the County to encourage public involvement.
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LORI GLASGOW

Chair

Enclosures

c: Richard E. Colbary, Chair, Library Commission
Margaret Donnellan Todd, County Librarian
Wendy Watanabe, Auditor-Controller
Sachi A. Hamai, Executive Officer of the Board
Janet Logan, Chief of Board Operations
Angie Johnson, Chief of Commission Services

Respectfully submitted,
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