
The District Attorney is requesting authority, on behalf of the County of Los Angeles, to enter into a 
Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) with the Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board 
(VCGCB), and to accept grant funds in the amount not to exceed $2,757,414 for the period of July 1, 
2011 through June 30, 2012, to continue the Claims Verification Program (CVP).  Under this 
program, the District Attorney’s Office provides services to victims of crime on behalf of the State by 
processing compensation claims filed by victims.

SUBJECT

July 19, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

AUTHORIZE THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY TO ACCEPT FUNDING 
FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA VICTIM COMPENSATION AND GOVERNMENT CLAIMS 
BOARD FOR THE CLAIMS VERIFICATION PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 ALL 

DISTRICTS (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Adopt and affix a wet signature to the attached Resolution authorizing the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney, on behalf of the County of Los Angeles, to enter into a JPA with the VCGCB for the 
period of July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012.  Under this Agreement, the County will provide services to 
victims of crime and process compensation claims filed by victims.

2.  Authorize the District Attorney, on behalf of the County of Los Angeles, to execute the VCGCB 
Agreement (copy attached) to accept grant funds for the CVP in the amount of $2,757,414 for the 
period of July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012. 

3.  Authorize the District Attorney, on behalf of the County of Los Angeles, to sign the Agreement 
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with the City of Los Angeles (City).  Pursuant to the Agreement, the City will provide services to 
victims of crime and process claims filed by victims within the City of Los Angeles.  

4.  Authorize the District Attorney, on behalf of the County, to allocate to the City, as a subgrantee 
$689,354, leaving the County's portion at $2,068,060. 

5.  Authorize the District Attorney or his designee, on behalf of the County of Los Angeles, to serve 
as Project Director for the VCGCB Agreement and the County-City Agreement described above, and 
to sign and approve revisions that do not increase the Net County Cost of the Agreements.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the VCGCB Agreement is to allow the District Attorney’s Office (DA) to provide 
services to victims of crime on behalf of the State by processing compensation claims filed by 
victims.  The VCGCB Agreement not only expedites reimbursement to crime victims but also enables 
the County to receive timely payment for hospital and other services rendered to victims treated at 
County facilities.  

The City of Los Angeles' participation in the CVP will ensure services to victims of crime within the 
boundaries of the City of Los Angeles. 

The VCGCB Agreement requires Board adoption of the enclosed Resolution to accept funding and 
Board approval is required for the City Agreement.   Both documents have been approved as to form 
by County Counsel. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Approval of the recommended actions is consistent with the Los Angeles County Strategic Plan Goal 
1, Operational Effectiveness, to maximize the effectiveness of the County’s processes, structure, and 
operations to support timely delivery of customer-oriented and efficient public services.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total VCGCB Agreement amount for Fiscal Year (FY) 2011-12 is $2,757,414, of which 
$2,068,060 is allocated to the DA and $689,354 is allocated to the Los Angeles City Attorney’s 
Office.  Funding of $2,068,000 for the Claims Verification Program is currently included in the DA’s 
FY 2011-12 budget.  
 
In light of the State budget situation, if funding for this program were to be terminated, an evaluation 
would be conducted to determine whether the program would either be continued with costs 
absorbed by the department, or discontinued with the reallocation of staff to vacant budgeted 
positions.  Payments by the County to the City, as a subgrantee, are contingent on the availability of 
State funding.  If the County does not receive the full amount from the State, the City has 
acknowledged that its portion of the grant will be reduced in an amount solely to be determined by 
the County.  
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 13835.2, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors designated 
the DA as the major provider of comprehensive services to victims and witnesses of crime for the 
County.  The District Attorney’s Claims Verification Unit has verified and submitted claims to the 
State for unreimbursed financial losses, incurred by victims of crime, for the past twenty-four (24) 
years. 

In FY 2008-09, the Claims Verification Unit received 6,487 claims and paid $14,887,017 to victims.  
The volume increased in FY 2009-10, wherein 7,965 claims were received and $16,688,791 was 
paid to victims.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This program does not propose attorney staff augmentation.  Therefore, the District Attorney’s Office 
is not subject to the Board motion of December 15, 1998, requiring clearance with the Alternate 
Public Defender, Probation, Public Defender and Sheriff’s Departments.

CONCLUSION

Following Board approval, the Executive Officer-Clerk of the Board is requested to return two (2) 
copies of the adopted Board letter and six (6) copies of the approved Resolution with a wet 
signature, to Myrna F. Tanalega, Grants Section, District Attorney’s Office, 201 North Figueroa 
Street, Suite 1300, Los Angeles, California 90012.  Any questions may be directed to Ms. Tanalega 
at (213) 202-7683 or via email at mtanalega@da.lacounty.gov.

STEVE COOLEY

District Attorney

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

no

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
7/19/2011
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