
Request Board approval authorizing the Sheriff to enter into the attached licensing agreement with 
Jada Toys Incorporated (Jada) to use certain Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 
(Department) trademarks for production of scale die cast patrol cars.

SUBJECT

April 05, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
Los Angeles, California  90012

Dear Supervisors:

AUTHORIZE THE SHERIFF TO EXECUTE TRADEMARK LICENSE AGREEMENT
WITH JADA TOYS, INCORPORATED FOR DIE CAST METAL VEHICLES

(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve and instruct the Mayor to sign the attached Agreement and authorize the Sheriff to execute 
a Trademark License Agreement (Agreement) with Jada to use certain Department trademarks in 
the production and sale of 1/64 scale die cast model vehicles, in exchange for a gross sales 
percentage royalty to be deposited into the Department’s Special Training Fund, for an initial term to 
expire December 31, 2015, with authority to extend the Agreement for five years thereafter.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Jada, a toy manufacturing company, proposes to produce 1/64 scale die cast models of Department 
vehicles for sale.  Jada will use the Sheriff’s star and slogan “A Tradition of Service,” each of which is 
a registered trademark.

This Agreement provides benefits for Los Angeles County (County), including compensation and the 
ability to control the use of the Department’s intellectual property.  This Agreement will ensure that 
the intellectual property retains its integrity and strength. 

lsmitherman
Adopt stamp

lsmitherman
Typewritten Text
32	  April 5, 2011



Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The proposed Agreement supports the County’s Strategic Plan, Goal 4, Fiscal Responsibility, by 
strengthening the County’s fiscal capacity and providing revenue to support the Department’s 
Special Training Fund. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this Agreement, the Department will receive royalties equal to 5 percent of gross sales 
revenue of all models sold by Jada.  Gross sales revenue is defined to include the entire amount of 
money invoiced by Jada to its customers, excluding only sales tax, duties, shipping costs, and 
handling charges.  A royalty rate of 5 percent is consistent with the industry standard for similar 
trademark license agreements.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Under the Agreement, the County grants Jada a non-exclusive license to use the trademarked 
Sheriff’s star and slogan “A Tradition of Service” in production of certain die cast metal vehicles, to 
be produced and sold internationally. 

Jada is required to submit samples of each of its products using the trademarks and all proposed 
packaging and business material to the Department for review and approval prior to production.  The 
Agreement requires Jada to comply with all applicable laws, indemnify the County, and provide proof 
of adequate products liability insurance. 

The Agreement also contains provisions requiring compliance with the County lobbyist ordinance, 
non-discrimination laws, and restrictions against improper consideration.  The Agreement has been 
reviewed and approved by County Counsel.

The initial term of the Agreement commences on the date of execution by the Sheriff and expires on 
December 31, 2015.  Under the terms of the Agreement, at the end of the initial term, the Sheriff is 
authorized to extend the Agreement for an additional five years to December 31, 2020, if Jada has 
remained in full compliance with all terms of the Agreement.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

As the proposed Agreement does not constitute a contract for services or involve the purchase of 
goods or commodities, the customary Board-mandated provisions required for such agreements are 
not necessary in this instance.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The Agreement will have no impact on current services.  The die cast models will be made and 
marketed at no cost to the County.  Approval of this Agreement will assist the Department in funding 
the Department’s Special Training Fund.
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The Agreement will have no impact on current services.  The die cast models will be made and 
marketed at no cost to the County.  Approval of this Agreement will assist the Department in funding 
the Department’s Special Training Fund.

CONCLUSION

Upon Board approval, please return two adopted copies of this action to the Department’s 
Administrative Services Division for further processing.

Sincerely,

LEROY D. BACA

Sheriff
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