
AUTHORIZATION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF $150,000 GRANT FUNDING FROM THE STUART 
FOUNDATION FOR THE “READY TO SUCCEED: IMPROVING EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE” INITIATIVE
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

September 14, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ACCEPTANCE OF $150,000 GRANT FUNDING FROM THE STUART FOUNDATION

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve and authorize the Director of the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) to 
sign and execute Grant #2010-2020 with the Stuart Foundation for the “Ready to Succeed: 
Improving Education for Children and Youth in Foster Care” Initiative in the amount of $150,000.  

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The recommended actions will allow DCFS to add an additional Education Consultant to provide 
education specific consultation to social work staff on behalf of youth and families.  The Grant will 
also allow the Department to hire additional part-time or consulting staff to develop and maintain a 
data system to track specific outcomes relative to the Grant.  A final key component of the Grant 
Agreement will allow the Department and the Stuart Foundation to better study the educational 
outcomes of youth who have received services from an Education Consultant under this Grant.
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The recommended action is consistent with the principles of the Countywide Strategic Plan Goal 
Five: Children and Families’ Well Being.  The recommended actions will allow continued access to 
educational experts to provide consultation in an effort to improve education outcomes for youth 
under DCFS’ supervision.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Upon approval, the Grant funding will be included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2010-11 
Operating Budget as part of the Supplemental Budget change.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Under the terms of the Grant Agreement, DCFS will begin to develop resources necessary for the 
Ready to Succeed Initiative.  The Initiative seeks to assist the Department with raising the 
educational success of foster youth in the Pasadena, Compton or Los Angeles school districts – yet 
to be finally determined.  This Grant is a planning and readiness grant that will allow the Department 
to work with the Stuart Foundation to determine if a larger collaborative is feasible and practical in 
assisting foster youth to attain educational success.  A copy of the Grant Agreement is attached for 
reference.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

A solicitation process was not required.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Acceptance of the additional funding will allow DCFS to contract with an additional Education 
Consultant and other supporting contractor(s) in 2010-11 providing more resources for foster youth, 
with a possibility for significant expansion in the very near future.

CONCLUSION

Upon approval and execution of this contract by the Board, it is requested that the Executive 
Officer/Clerk of the Board send an adopted stamped copy of this Board Letter to: 

1. Department of Children and Family Services
 Attn:  Jennifer Hottenroth, Assistant Division Chief
 425 Shatto Place, Room 310
 Los Angeles, California 90020

2. Department of Children and Family Services
 Attn:  Phillip Molina, Division Chief
 425 Shatto Place, Room 205
 Los Angeles, CA 90020
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Respectfully submitted,

PATRICIA S. PLOEHN, LCSW

Director
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Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer 
 County Counsel
 Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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