
Approval to execute two sole source agreements with Karin Pally Associates and Linda Kite Healthy 
Homes Collaborative C/O Physicians for Social Responsibility to support lead outreach and 
prevention programs for the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program.

SUBJECT

February 02, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF TWO SOLE SOURCE AGREEMENTS FOR 
CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAM

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
execute two sole source agreements, substantially similar to Exhibit I, with  Karin Pally Associates 
(Karin Pally) in the amount of $14,000, and Linda Kite Healthy Homes Collaborative C/O Physicians 
for Social Responsibility (HHC) in the amount of $8,000, for the provision of lead outreach and 
prevention programs for the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPPP), effective upon 
date of Board approval through June 30, 2010, for a total maximum obligation of $22,000, fully offset 
by grant funds provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 
2.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to execute amendments to the Karin 
Pally and HHC Agreements that either extend the term of the agreements through Fiscal Year (FY) 
2011-12 and/or increase funding up to 25 percent of the amended maximum obligation or decrease 
funding as appropriate, contingent upon receipt of funding from CDC, subject to review and approval 
by County Counsel and the Chief Executive Office (CEO) and notification to your Board.
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3.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute future grant 
awards and/or amendments that are consistent with the requirements of Notice of Cooperative 
Agreement (NCA) Grant Award Number 5H64EH000150-04 that provide for the extension of the 
NCA term, acceptance of funding through FY 2011-12, and/or allow for the rollover of unspent funds, 
subject to review and approval by County Counsel, CEO, and notification to your Board.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will support the goal of CLPPP’s lead outreach and prevention 
programs to eliminate lead poisoning in Los Angeles County.  These programs are also in 
accordance with the mandates of the United States Surgeon General and CDC.   The authority to 
amend each agency’s Agreement will expedite the use of CDC funds by which both Karin Pally and 
HHC will be able to implement additional activities and/or enhance their measurable objectives, as 
needed. 

The sole source agreement with Karin Pally will allow for the coordination of activities for CLPPP’s 
Elimination Plan, “Lead Safe Los Angeles 2010”, mandated by CDC with the goal to end lead 
poisoning in 2010.  Karin Pally’s implementation of the Elimination Plan requires a legislative as well 
as a program and policy agenda, a task which Karin Pally has both the experience and expertise to 
undertake.   

Karin Pally will provide research and recommendations for inclusion of requirements for remediation 
of lead-based paint for the Qualified Allocation Plan for the Regulations of the Low Income Housing 
Tax Credit application.  This inclusion will ensure that properties throughout California, which are 
benefiting from the low-income tax credit, are remediated using lead-safe work practices and are 
ultimately free of lead hazards.  
 
The sole source agreement with HHC will: 1) provide access to six of 20 community-based 
organizations (CBOs) working under the HHC umbrella that provide outreach, education, and 
prioritization of inspections; and 2) ensure coordination and oversight of those activities.  HHC will 
also be responsible for facilitating monthly meetings with CLPPP, Los Angeles Housing Department 
(LAHD), and HHC organizations to review activities and evaluate efforts toward a uniform response 
to stop work orders resulting from renovation of older homes that may contain lead-based paint 
hazards.  The six CBOs are identified by HHC and selected based on the geographical area they 
serve.  

The CBOs working for HHC will assign a health promoter to various high-risk locations for a pilot 
project, to conduct home visits to families in multi-family units where environmental health 
inspections are conducted to identify potential lead hazards.  High-risk communities to be targeted 
include Huntington Park, San Fernando, Pomona, Compton, El Monte, Inglewood, Lynwood, 
Palmdale, and South Gate.  These home visits are crucial to the success of the project because the 
inspections are conducted in residential buildings where owners have been cited for failure to comply 
with lead-safe work practice requirements.  Without these home visits, parents of young children may 
not understand the potential risk of lead poisoning and the importance of obtaining blood lead tests.  
In addition, parents are taught simple measures to prevent future exposure to potential lead-based 
paint hazards.  

Recommendation #3 will allow DPH to accept future awards and/or amendments to NCA Grant 
Award Number 5H64EH000150-04 through FY 2011-12 should additional grant funding or carryover 
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funding become available. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended Board actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County’s 
Strategic Plan, by providing services that assist with improving housing conditions that affect the 
public’s health. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total program cost for CLPPP’s lead outreach and prevention services for FY 2009-10 is 
$665,277.  The total cost for these two agreements is $22,000, fully funded by NCA Grant Award 
Number 5H64EH000150-04, as accepted by DPH on August 21, 2009.  Therefore, there is no fiscal 
impact associated with this Board action.  

Appropriation has been included in DPH’s 2009-10 Budget and will be requested in future FYs, as 
necessary.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Since the early 1960s, research has been done to determine the level of lead in blood that is 
considered dangerous to children.  In 1991, CDC determined that 10 micrograms/deciliter is the 
threshold that set the level of intervention, since research has demonstrated that significant brain 
damage to children probably occurs at this very low level of blood lead.  In January 2003, California 
legislation mandated the reporting of all blood lead test results to the State Department of Public 
Health (formerly the State Department of Health Services).

CDC’s goal to eliminate childhood lead poisoning as a public health problem by 2010 includes:  1)  
Identification and control of lead paint hazards; 2) Identification and care for children with elevated 
blood lead levels; 3) Surveillance to monitor elevated blood lead levels in children; and 4) Research 
to further improve childhood lead poisoning prevention methods.   CDC believes that the principal 
remaining threat of lead poisoning is in the thousands of tons of lead embedded in the painted walls 
and backyard soils of pre-1978 buildings, nationwide.  The deteriorated paint in dust and soil from 
these buildings puts young children at risk of lead poisoning. 

Effective upon the date of Board approval through June 30, 2010, Karin Pally will provide technical 
and capacity building assistance to CBOs that work on lead poisoning prevention and healthy homes 
outreach and advocacy.  Coordination of multiple agencies across jurisdictions requires specialized 
skills and knowledge to develop new initiatives to eliminate lead poisoning.  

Also during this term, HHC will monitor a pilot project that will provide oversight of six CBOs, 
designated to educate and counsel residents of buildings where owners have been cited for failing to 
use lead-safe work practices.  The pilot project will involve the collaboration of CLPPP, LAHD, and 
HHC to direct attention to multiple family dwellings in Los Angeles’ high-risk communities where 
dwellings will be inspected to identify lead hazards and workers will be cited if they violate provisions 
requiring the use of lead-safe work practices.  In addition, families will be informed on ways to protect 
young children from various sources of lead exposure, including but not limited to, lead-based paint 
hazards, and will be encouraged to have children tested when a threat is perceived or observed.  
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HHC will also make referrals to the Systematic Code Enforcement Program of the LAHD, which is 
structured to protect and promote the existence of sound and wholesome residential buildings, 
dwelling units and neighborhoods, by enforcement of standards, regulations, and procedures for 
safe human occupancy and habitation.

Exhibit I has been approved as to form by County Counsel.  Exhibits II and III are the Sole Source 
Checklists for Karin Pally and HHC, respectively, which have been approved by CEO.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Karin Pally has been a sole source provider for CLPPP since 1993, originally under purchase order, 
and is the only consultant in Los Angeles County to work with both the City of Los Angeles and 
County of Los Angeles on lead abatement and lead poisoning prevention policies and program 
development.    

On May 30, 2006, your Board approved the sole source renewal of Agreement Number H-700742 
between the Department of Health Services (now DPH) and Karin Pally for FY 2006-07 in the 
amount of $60,000 with the acceptance of forthcoming NCA Number 5H64EH000150 from CDC for 
the period effective July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007.  The provision allowed for a 12-month 
automatic renewal through June 2008.  Agreement Number H-702175 resulted from the renewal of 
Agreement Number H-700742 for Karin Pally.

On January 29, 2008, your Board approved a sole source agreement with HHC to serve as fiscal 
intermediary to 20 CBOs in response to housing code enforcement issues, effective upon date of 
Board approval through June 30, 2008, with month-to-month automatic renewals through June 30, 
2009, contingent upon the availability of CDC grant funds.  Also approved, was Amendment Number 
1 to Karin Pally’s Agreement (H-702175) to accept additional funding from NCA Number 
5H64EH000150 from CDC in the amount of $35,000, effective upon date of Board approval through 
June 30, 2008.  The provision allowed for a 12-month automatic renewal through June 30, 2009, 
contingent upon the availability of CDC grant funds.  

The Agreements with Karin Pally and HHC expired on June 30, 2009.  Therefore, in order to resume 
consultant services with both providers, two new sole source agreements with DPH’s CLPPP, are 
being requested.  No services have been provided since the expiration of the Agreements.   

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Funding provided by CDC will allow DPH to collaborate and facilitate processes to achieve the 
common goal of providing community outreach and education services to eliminate childhood lead 
poisoning in high-risk areas of Los Angeles County.
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Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:ly

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Acting County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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