
Approval to accept a Subaward Agreement from the Charles Drew University of Medicine and 
Science to support the Department of Public Health’s Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 
Epidemiology Program to conduct research for the Improving Linkages to Care of Recently Released 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus-Positive Inmates Project.

SUBJECT

February 02, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT A SUBAWARD AGREEMENT FROM CHARLES DREW UNIVERSITY 
OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE FOR THE HIV EPIDEMIOLOGY PROGRAM (ALL 

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept and execute Subaward Agreement Number 09-10-TB-G0033400-LACDPH, (Exhibit I), from 
Charles Drew University (Drew), for DPH’s Human Immunodeficiency Virus Epidemiology (HIV/EPI) 
Program to support research for the Improving Linkages to Care of Recently Released HIV-Positive 
Inmates (ILCRRHI) Project to evaluate improving linkage of HIV care for incarcerated persons newly 
diagnosed with HIV upon release to the community, for the period of April 1, 2009 through March 31, 
2010 in the amount of $39,398, at no net County cost (NCC).
 
2. Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute subsequent 
annual awards that are consistent with the requirements of Subaward 
Agreement Number 09-10-TBG0033400-LACDPH from Drew for the period of April 1, 2010 through 
March 31, 2011 and April 1, 2011 through March 31, 2012 at an estimated amount of $52,443 and 
$39,760, respectively, subject to review and approval by County Counsel and the Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) and notification to your Board.
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3. Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute future 
amendments to Subaward Agreement Number 09-10-TBG0033400-LACDPH from Drew for the 
period of April 1, 2009 through March 31, 2010 and the two potential future years awards, that permit 
the rollover of unspent funds or that increase or decrease funding up to 25 percent of each term’s 
base award, subject to review and approval by County Counsel and the CEO and notification to your 
Board.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

DPH’s HIV/EPI Program collects, analyzes, and disseminates HIV/Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) surveillance and epidemiologic study data essential for the planning, 
implementation, and evaluation of programs and policies involving Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome HIV/AIDS care, prevention, education, and research in 
Los Angeles County (County). 

Acceptance of the Subaward Agreement from Drew will allow the DPH to conduct research under 
the ILCRRHI Project which will include the evaluation of improved linkages to HIV care for HIV-
positive inmates upon their release.  The evaluation will analyze the community-based, transitional 
case management delivered to released inmates who are HIV positive.

Funds received from this award support the operating costs and Salary and Employee Benefits 
(S&EB) of four existing positions for the HIV Epidemiology Program.

Recommendations 2 and 3 allow the DPH to accept and execute amendments for future funding 
from Drew through FY 2011-2012, to support the ILCRRHI Project in the County.

In May 2009, DPH HIV Epidemiology Program received Agreement Number CR08-LAC431 from the 
Regents of the University of California, California HIV/AIDS Research Program (CHRP) in the 
amount of $131,601 for three one year periods effective April 1, 2009 through March 31, 2012.  
However, CHRP placed extremely short time constraints (30 day turnaround time) for accepting the 
award on DPH and it was impossible for DPH to do so.  Therefore, Charles Drew University of 
Medicine and Science agreed to accept the award from CHRP within their timeframe and then 
subcontract with DPH to do the work. Consequently Drew submitted the sub-award agreement to 
DPH for execution on October 23, 2009.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This action supports Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County Strategic Plan, by supporting 
research to reduce the morbidity and mortality associated with HIV/AIDS. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Funding for the ILCRRHI Project for the period of April 1, 2009 through March 31, 2010 is $39,398 
and is fully funded by Subaward Agreement Number 09-10-TBG0033400-LACDPH from Drew.

HIV/EPI will use the $39,398 funds effective upon the date of Board approval through March 31, 
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2010.  Funding is available in DPH’s FY 2009-10 Final Adopted Budget and will be requested in 
future FYs as necessary. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

In May 2009, the initial agreement from the CHRP was subcontracted with Drew to accept the award 
and to meet the constraints of the agreement. There were internal delays from May 2009 through 
October 2009 in processing the subaward from Drew to DPH HIV Epidemiology Program.  

On October 24, 2009 DPH’s HIV/EPI Program received a notice of a Subaward Agreement from 
Drew to conduct research and evaluation for the ILCRRHI Project.  

Under this project, the HIV/EPI Program will evaluate a new program that links HIV-positive inmates 
to community-based HIV care management upon their release from County jail facilities.  Ultimately, 
the findings from this evaluation will support improved access to HIV care for released inmates. 

As a condition to receiving this award, Drew and the County each agree to defend, indemnify and 
hold the Regents harmless from liability arising out of either party’s negligent performance under the 
respective Primary Award and Subaward Agreements. 
DPH believes that these conditions are reasonable and do not pose an unacceptable risk to the 
County.

Exhibit I has been approved as to form by County Counsel.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The information obtained through this project will improve the access to HIV care services for 
released HIV-positive inmates throughout the County.
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Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:im 
BL#01136

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer 
Acting County Counsel  
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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