
Request approval to enter into a Standard Agreement with the State 
Emergency Medical Services Authority and to accept grant funding to support 
the Regional Disaster Medical Health Coordination Program.

SUBJECT

February 02, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF STANDARD AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

(ALL DISTRICTS)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Authorize the Interim Director of Health Services (Interim Director), or his 
designee, to sign a Standard Agreement with the State Emergency Medical 
Services Authority (EMSA), to accept grant funds in the amount of $120,000, 
with a County in-kind match in the amount of $15,119, to fund the Regional 
Disaster Medical Health Coordination/Coordinator (RDMHC) Program, 
effective July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010, and approved by the State 
October 2009.

2. Authorize the continued employment of a full-time grant-funded Senior 
Disaster Services Analyst who serves as the Regional Disaster Medical Health 
Specialist (RDMHS) under the direction of the RDMHC and authorize the 
Interim Director, or his designee, to recruit and hire a replacement analyst, if 
necessary.

3.  Delegate authority to the Interim Director, or his designee, to sign Standard 
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Agreements with EMSA for the period of July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011, 
and for subsequent fiscal years up to June 30, 2015, to accept the grant 
funding with substantially similar terms to the Standard Agreement, upon 
review and approval by County Counsel, the Chief Executive Office and 
notification to your Board.

4.  Delegate authority to the Interim Director, or his designee, to execute the 
certification of compliance with the State’s non-discrimination and drug-free 
workplace requirements and all other necessary  documents in connection 
with any forthcoming Standard Agreement with the State EMSA to fund the 
RDMHC Program, on substantially similar terms as the preceding certification 
for Fiscal Year 2009-10 Standard Agreement, upon review and approval by 
County Counsel, the Chief Executive Office and notification to your Board.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the first and fourth recommendations will allow the Interim Director, or his designee, to 
sign the EMSA's Standard Agreement No. EMS-9055 (Exhibit I) to accept grant funds, and maintain 
the mechanism for on-going regional planning and coordination of health and medical assets in the 
greater Los Angeles, area and surrounding counties.  The funding will enable the County of Los 
Angeles, through the Department of Health Services’ (DHS) Emergency Medical Service (EMS) 
Agency, to continue serving as the RDMHC for intra-regional medical and health mutual aid 
response in the event of a major emergency or disaster within California Emergency Management 
Agency (CALEMA) Region 1.

CALEMA has divided the State into six regional areas for the purpose of coordinating its 
preparedness and response to major emergencies and disasters.  Region 1 consists of Los Angeles, 
Orange, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura counties.  Los Angeles County is the largest 
of the five counties in Region 1, spanning 4,000 square miles with a population of nearly 10 million 
residents.  Counties within Region 1 have been declared a federal disaster area on an annual basis, 
over the past ten years.  These declarations have included wildland fires, floods, earthquakes and 
civil unrest, freezing weather (agriculture), windstorms, and the recent H1N1 Virus Outbreak.

Within CALEMA Region 1, Los Angeles County's Sheriff and Fire Departments are the lead 
coordinators for their respective resources in mutual aid events.  DHS, through the EMS Agency, is 
charged with the responsibility for assuring the provision of disaster-related health care within the 
Los Angeles Operational Area.

Approval of the second recommendation will allow the Interim Director, or his designee, to continue 
to fund the RDMHS full-time staff position that provides support in the planning, response and 
recovery activities in an administrative and coordination role.

Approval of the third recommendation will allow the Interim Director, or his designee, to sign 
forthcoming Standard Agreements with EMSA through June 30, 2015, to accept additional grant 
funding for the ongoing RDMHC Programs to maintain County of Los Angeles readiness to respond 
to any major emergencies or disasters.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health and Goal 5, Public Safety, of 
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the County's Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total cost of providing RDMHC services from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010, as set forth in 
the Standard Agreement budget is $135,119, comprised of $120,000 of State EMSA grant funds, as 
provided in Exhibit I, and County in-kind services valued at $15,119.  The County in-kind match 
consists of existing personnel, space, equipment, and supplies.  Funding for this grant is included in 
the Department's Fiscal Year 2009-10 Final Budget.  There is no additional net County cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On November 25, 1995, your Board approved the RDMHC Program Agreement to plan and 
coordinate the requests for health and medical mutual aid resulting from a local or State 
proclamation of emergency within CALEMA Region 1.  The EMS Agency was charged with the 
responsibility for assuring the provision of disaster-related health care within the Los Angeles 
operational area and for the last twelve years has been coordinating the medical and health mutual 
aid activities for CALEMA Mutual Aid Region 1. 

Most recently, on January 18, 2005, your Board approved an RDMHC Agreement for continued 
EMSA funding, with delegated authority for DHS to execute forthcoming agreements through June 
30, 2009.     

As authorized by Section 1797.152 of Division 2.5 of the Health & Safety Code, the RDMHC, 
together with the California Department of Public Health, EMSA, and DHS, assists in the on-going 
coordination of a regional medical and health disaster plan.  The RDMHC coordinates the intra-
regional health and medical disaster mutual aid response in the event of a major emergency or a 
disaster within the region. 
     
Since 1995, the EMS Agency has received funds from the State through several RDMHC Standard 
Agreements to plan and coordinate the requests for health and medical mutual aid resulting from a 
local or State proclamation of emergency.  These funds are used to directly offset salary and benefits 
and other costs associated with providing a Senior Disaster Services Analyst who serves as 
administrative support to the CALEMA Region 1 RDMHC Program under the supervision of the 
Director of the EMS Agency.  The EMS Agency received the request for applications for RDMHC 
funding from EMSA on September 10, 2009, with applications due by September 14, 2009.  The 
EMS Agency received Standard Agreement No. EMS-9055 for FY 2009-10 from the State in October 
2009.
     
County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to use and form.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Not applicable.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)
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Approval of these actions will enable DHS' EMS Agency to continue participation in the RDMHC 
Program for the CALEMA Region 1 and coordinate the intra-regional health and medical disaster 
mutual aid response in the event of an emergency or disaster.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN F. SCHUNHOFF, Ph.D.

Interim Director

JFS:rb

Enclosures

Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
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