
This action is to approve the grant of easements from the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
to the City of Los Angeles for temporary construction and public road right-of-way purposes in, on, 
over, and across the Los Angeles River.

SUBJECT

November 10, 2009

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

GRANT OF EASEMENTS FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

LOS ANGELES RIVER AT VANOWEN STREET - PARCELS 370, 489, AND 1900
LOS ANGELES RIVER AT WINNETKA AVENUE - PARCELS 368, 369, AND 1812

IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 3
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1.   Acting as the responsible agency, find that these projects are categorically exempt from the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act.

2.   Find that the grant of easements for temporary construction and public road right-of-way
purposes will not interfere with the use of the Los Angeles River for any purpose of the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District.

3.   Approve the grant of easements from the Los Angeles County Flood Control District to the City of
Los Angeles, for temporary construction and public road right-of-way purposes in Los Angeles River
Parcels 370, 489, and 1900, (Vanowen Street) and in Los Angeles River Parcels 368, 369, and 1812
(Winnetka Avenue), for $37,300 and $135,500, respectively.

4.   Instruct the Chairman to sign the Easement documents and authorize delivery to the City of Los
Angeles.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

The purpose of the recommended action is to obtain your Board's approval to grant easements for 
temporary construction and public road right-of-way purposes in, on, over, and across Los Angeles 
River Parcels 370, et al., and Parcels 368, et al., from the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
(LACFCD) to the City of Los Angeles.  The City requested the easements in connection with their 
Vanowen Street and Winnetka Avenue Bridge widening projects.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provisions of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1) and 
Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3).  This transaction allows for the safety upgrade and 
maintenance of community infrastructure, and the revenue from this transaction will help promote 
fiscal responsibility for the operation and maintenance of flood control facilities.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

The proposed selling price of $37,300 for the Vanowen Street easements and $135,500 for the
Winnetka Avenue easements represents the fair market value of the easements.  These amounts
have been paid and deposited into the Flood Control District Fund.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING
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The parcels are located north of Victory Boulevard, between Mason Avenue and Corbin Avenue, in
the City of Los Angeles.

The City's bridge seismic retrofit and widening projects will upgrade the structure and geometry to
meet Vanowen Street and Winnetka Avenue's status as a major arterial that would add capacity for
the Winnetka Avenue bridge and increase safety for vehicular traffic on both bridges.

The grant of easements is authorized by Section 2, Paragraph 13, of the Los Angeles County Flood
Control Act.  This Section provides as follows:  "Said Los Angeles County Flood Control District is
hereby declared to be a body corporate and politic, and as such shall have the power...13.  To lease,
sell, or dispose of any property (or any interest therein) whenever in the judgment of said board of
supervisors, said property, or any interest therein or part thereof, is no longer required for the
purpose of said district..."

The easements are not considered adverse to the LACFCD's purposes and will not hinder the use of
the flood control channel for possible transportation, utility, or recreational corridors.  Moreover, the
Easement documents will reserve paramount rights for LACFCD purposes.

The enclosed Easement documents have been approved by County Counsel as to form and will be
recorded.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

This proposed grant of easements is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15302(c) of the CEQA guidelines and Class 2
(e) of the Environmental Reporting Procedures and Guidelines adopted by your Board on November 
17, 1987.  These exemptions provide for reconstruction of existing structures with new structures of 
substantially the same size, purpose, and capacity.  The widening of these bridges to match the 
approaching roadway is not considered an increase to the overall system.  The City of Los Angeles 
is the lead agency for this project, and a Notice of Exemption was prepared by the City and filed with 
the County Clerk on September 11, 2008.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This action allows for the joint use of the LACFCD's right of way without interfering with the primary 
mission of the LACFCD.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Please return one adopted copy of this letter and the five original executed Easement documents to 
the Department of Public Works, Survey/Mapping & Property Management Division.  Retain the 
duplicates for your files.

CONCLUSION
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Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

Auditor Controller (Accounting Division - Asset
Management)
Chief Executive Office (Lari Sheehan)
County Counsel
Executive Office
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