
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

648 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012-2713

ROBERT E. KALUNIAN
Acting County Counsel April 9, 2009

TELEPHONE

(213) 974-1838

FACSIMILE

(213) 626-7446

TOO

(213) 633-0901

TO: SACHI A. HAMl
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisor

FROM:

Attention: Agenda Prep\íation

JOHN F. KRTTLI 61L-
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Julio Kollerbohm v. County of Los Ane:eles. et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. SC 081 806

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Sumar, the Sumar Corrective Action Plan, and the Corrective
Action Plan to be made available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Sumar, the
Sumar Corrective Action Plan, and the Corrective Action Plan be placed on
the Board of Supervisors' agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Julio Kollerbohm v. County of Los Angeles. et aI.,
Los Angeles Superior Cour Case No. SC 081 806, in the amount of $200,000,
and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warant to implement this settlement
from the Sheriffs Department's budget.

This lawsuit seeks compensation for injuries received in a vehicle accident
involving an employee of the Sheriffs Deparment.

HOA601741.



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Julio Kollerbohm v. County of Los
Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER SC081806
COURT Los Angeles Superior Court
DATE FILED June 7, 2004
COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $200,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Russell M. Rubin, Esq.

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Brian T. Chu
Principal Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE On June 7,2002, at approximately 6:40
p.m., Julio Kollerbohm was in stop-and-go
traffic on the Santa Monica Freeway
where it merges with Pacific Coast
Highway, when his car was rear-ended by
a patrol vehicle being driven by an
on-duty Sheriffs Deputy. The Sheriffs
Deputy was later diagnosed as suffering
from apnea, which caused him to become
unconscious just before the collsion.

As a result of the accident, Mr. Kollerbohm
received soft tissue injuries to his neck
and back, and claims cognitive deficits.
He incurred medical expenses of
approximately $48,047 and claims lost
earnings of $9,450, lost earning capacity
of $840,000 and non-economic damages
for pain and suffering.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of
litigation, the County Counsel proposes a
full and final settlement of this case in the
amount of $200,000.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

$90,460.48

$47,235.56

HOA.589963.1
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.~~~..~-~~./cY,¡ .~\I 'J I: .'~¡ìSummary Corrective Action Plan \"" '+1: \~ ~j¡ x #: ~
The intent of this form Is to assist departents In writing a corrective acton plan summary for attchment
to the settlement documents iceveloped for the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Los Angeles
Claims Board. The summarY should be a specific overvIew of the claims/lawsuitS identified root causes
and corrective actions (status, time frame, and responsible part). This summary does not replace the
Correctve Action Plan form. ~If there Is a quest/on related to confidentiality, please consult
County CounseL.

Date of incidenVevent: Julio Kollerbohm v. County of Los Anaeles. et al.
(Summary Corrective Aètion Plan #2009-005),

Friday. June 7,2002; 6:41 p.rn.

Briefly provide a descption:. On Friday, June 7, 2002, at approximately 6:41 p.rn, a uniformd Los
of the IncidenVevent Angeles County deputy sheriff was driving a marked patrl vehicle (2000

: Ford Crown Victria, California License Number 1051620) west on
¡

Califomia State Route 1, west of Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica, when
he was involved In a multi-vehicle trffc collsion. The vehicle operated

by the plaintiff in this ~se at the time of the colision (1995 BMW,
: California licese Number4DLD743), sustained major 

damage. It was 
later deemed a total loss. 

;

1. Bnefly describe the r90t cause of the clalmlawsult

A public entity is responsibiè for the negligent act of its employees when the acts are committed in the
course and scope of emplo~ent

The plaintiff assertd that a$ a result of this collsion, he sustained blunt force truma to his entire body
which resulted in soft tissue~ injuries to his back and neck He was trnsported to a local medical faciltyfor treatment. .
The vehicle the plainti wa~ driving was deemed a total loss.

The deputy sheriff sustalned minor facial laceraons. He was transported to a local medical facilty fortreatment. . :
The vehicle the deputy she~ff was driving was deemed a total loss.

This trffc collsion was thoroughly investigate by a representative frm the California Highway Patrol

(CHP). The investigator q'ncluded that the primary cause of this trffc collsion was the deputy
sheriffs vilation of Callfomia Vehicle Code secton 22350. Baic Spee Law.
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County of Los Angeles .
Summary Corrective Action ~Ian

2. Bnefly descnbe recoinmended corrve actons:

(Include each corrective action, due date, responsible part, and any disciplinary actions if
appropriate.)

The Los Angeles County Shenffs Departent had relevant policies and procedures/protocols in effect
at the time of this Incident. :

The Los Angeles County Sherifs Departments trining curriculum addresses the circumstances which
occurred in this incident.

The trffc collsion was a.lso investigated by representatives of the Los Angeles County Shenffs

Departent During the subsequent investigation, it was determined that the deputy sheriff sufered
from a previously undiagno;sed medical condition. The condition, known as sleep apnea, causes an
Individual to fall asleep witout warning. It was this sudden loss of consciousness that caused the
traffc collsion.

This previously undiagnosèd medical condition was determined to be the root cause of the trc

collsion. Once accratelY diagnosed, the medical. condition was corrected. Consequently, the
Departments formal adminJstrve review concluded the deputy sherif did not violate established
policy and/or procedures. As a result, no administrtive acton was taken.

RECOMMENDED SETLEMENT AMOUNT: $200,000.

This summary corrective a~on plan has no countyde implications (refer to #3 below).

3. stte if the corrective actns are applicable to only your departent or other County departments:

(If unsure, please contact thé ChIef executIe Offce RIsk Management Branch for assisance)

o Potentially has Co~ntyide implications.

o Potentially has Implications to other departments (i.e., all human services, all safety departments,

or one or more other deparents).

o Does not apper to have Countyide or other department implications.

Signature; (Ris Managem~nt Coordinator)

/J I ~1-
so6~L~ nson, Acng C~Ptain
Risk Mana ement Bureu i,
Signature: (Departent Heàd)

,"Ó t/w'Jb
LaIT L. :t M¡ ;
Undersheri ~

Date:

3-II"-OÎ

Date:

tJ~-.2ý-7

Document version: 2.0 (October 2007) Page 2 of2
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LOS ANGELES COUN"T'ii SHÊ'RIFF'S DEPARTMENT
RISK MANAGEMENT BUREAU

CORRECTIVE ACTION REPORT

Corrective Action Pla~ ICAP) Number:

Lawsuit:

2009-005CR

Name:
Case/Docket Number:

Julio Kollerbohm v. County of Los Anaeles. et al.
(Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number SC081806)

Joseph Jakl, Sergeant
Risk Management Bureau
Leadership and Training Division

Investigator:

Incident:

DateIime: Fñday, June 7, 2002; 6:41 p.m.

Location: California State Route 1, west of Lincoln Boulevard
Cit of Santa Monica

County of Los Angeles

Station, Bureau, or Facility:
,

Malibu/Lost Hils Station
Field Operations Region I

Risk Issue(s):

A public entity is responsible for the negligent acts of its employees when the acts are
committed in the cours~ and scope of employment.

Executive Summary: :

On Friday, June 7, 2002, at approximately 6:41 p.m, a uniformed Los Angeles County deputy
sheriff was driVing a rmarked patrol vehicle (2000 Ford Crown Victoria, California License
Number 1051620) west!on California State Route 1, west of Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica,
when he was involved i~ a multivehicle traffc collsion. The vehicle operated by the plaintiff in
this case at the time pf the collsion (1995 BMW, California License Number 4DLD743),
sustained major damage. It was later deemed a total loss.
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CORRECTIVE ACTION( REPORT #2009-005CR
JULIO KOLLERBOHM V. COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES. ET AL.
PAGE TWO :
Damages:

The plaintiff asserted tlat as a result of this collsion, he sustained blunt force trauma to his

entire body which result~ in soft tissue injuries to his back and neck.

Risk Review/Compllarlce Audit:

Was a formal Los Angeles County Sheriffs Departent Risk Management Bureau (RMB)
Criticsllncident Analysis (CIA) conducted? No1

Wil thIs corrective actio~ plan require notlflcatlo~ to, or the assistance from, Yes
other Los Angele$ County Departents or public agencies?

If yes, wh* is the name, title, and organization of the person contacted?
Steve NyBlom, Manager
Chièf Executive Ofce
Risk Management Branch

When/ho~ was the person contacted?
Th~rsay, March 12, 2009; 7:00 a.m., telephone

Will a formal Risk Management Bureau compliance audit be required? Yes

If yes, whåt is the date the audit wil be perfoimed?
Ma~ 1, 2009

Name of person/unit performing audit?
Ro~ert J. Taliento, Sergeant
LoS. Angeles County Sheriffs Department '

Risk Management Bureau

Policy Issues:

Thè Los Angeles County Sheris Department had relevant policies and procedures/protocols
in effect at the time of this incident.

1 The proces di~ not exist at the time of this Incident
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONiREPORT #2009-005CR
JULIO KOLLERBOHM V. COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES. ET AL.
PAGE THREE i

Training/Curriculum Is~ues:

The Los Angeles Ctlunty Sheriffs Department's training currculum addresses the
circumstances which occurred in this incident

Corrective Action:

Was a formal administrative review of the incident initiated? Yes
Was appropriate ~dminlstrative action taken? No

Was the employee's driing history analyzed during the administrative review? Yes

The Los Angeles CountY Sheriffs Department's formal administrative review revealed
no employee misconduçt on the part of Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department personneL.

This traffc collsion wàs thoroughly investigated by a representative from the California

Highway Patrol (CHP).¡ The Investigator concluded that the primary cause of this traffc
collsion was the deputY sheriffs violation of California Vehicle Code section 22350, Basic
Speed Law. ;

The traffc collsion was also investigated by representatives of the Los Angeles County

Sheriffs Department. ~uring the subsequent investigation, it was determined that the deputy
sheriff suffered from a previously undiagnosed medical condition. The condition, known as
sleep apnea, causes at¡ individual to fall asleep without warning. It was this sudden loss of
consciousness that cau~ed the trffc collsion.

This previously undiagr10sed medical condition was determined to be the root cause of the
traffc collsion. Once accurately diagnosed, the medical condition was corrected.
Consequently, the Departent's formal administrative review concluded the deputy sheriff did
not violate established !.olicy and/or proceure. As a result, no administrative action was

taken.2 ¡

2 A separate iaWsuit (Lvnne Shullm v. County of Los Anaeles ~ Santa Monica Superior

Court Case Number BC (76894) settled in 2004 before tral. During the settement phase of that
case, a separae correcte acton plan was prepared. In that corrective acton plan, the same
oonclusion as to the rooticause of the trc collsion was reched. A copy of the July 9. 2004
memorandum frm the qffce of the Count Counsel to the Los Angeles County Claims Board
(Attchment A) and a copy of the corrective acon plan filed pursuant to the case (Attchment B)
Is attched to this correcve acti plan for reference.
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONiREPORT #2009-005CR
JULIO KOLLERBOHM ~. COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES. ET AL.
PAGE FOUR

Working through the LO$ Angeles County Chief Executive Offce - Risk Management Branch -
representatives from thé Los Angeles County Shenfs Department's Risk Management Bureau
wil work with the offce faf Occupational Health Prorams (OHP) to study screening protocols
for the detection of slee~ apnea symptoms in Sheriffs Departent applicants.

Representatives from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department's Risk Management
Bureau wil also wo~ with the Department's Wellness Program coordinator to raise
organizational awarene~ to the causes and symptoms of sleep apnea and other sleep
disorders.

Settement Amount: ¡ $200,000.00

Prepared: Patrck Hu~teri lieutenant l:
Risk Mam:lgement Bureau'\!

Submittd: Scott E. Jçhnson, Acting ca~t
Risk Mamígement Bureau ., .
Eric B. Srrlth, Commander ¿AJ
leadershi~ and Training Division

Roberta Ai Abner. Chief IJ ~
Leadership and Training Div~~ .

Reviewed:

Approv.ed:

Authorized: Larr L. ~idie, U

Signature:i

rsheriff (f

Vrd Date: 0 3-tJdll.-i¡
,
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i

ATtACHMENT IiAl1
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01/05/2009 21: 64 PAX COUN OF L. A. CAO ia 003/008

MEMORANDUM
Jul 9, 200 n/~/(¡g5S

Ó")../Y r

TO:

FROM:

TH LOS ANOB COUN CL BOAI

cQNR KOHRIC an Fi
ROG a. GRO
~a1DcComiCoon~LiDivion

RB: L~ .1i1I V. Coty olLo ÅIes
Sahta MODca Saor Coa Cu No. SC 0160

DATBOP
INCIEN:

AUTORI
RBUBTB:

, COUN
DEPARTM:

1~ 7, 20

$l~O,OO

(
?

Sh~fP8 Dop

CLA BOAR AcrON:

o Apve D Divc O :Rec to Boar ofSu fb Apva
;

ROCK A.~. , . Cher Admve Of

.JOl F. KRTI
. County Colll

. AuI1
MA M. OM'

on . 20

HO23.l
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SUMY
~ is a iemtla1cm to se fo S IS0.00, a lawst fied by

Lyn Shu wlo wu in in an aubfie aodet with an emloy of
the Shes Depen

LEAL PRICIES

ne Coty is reD8l. fo th negt an inona ac of
its emloye wbb th ac ar do ii th C0 8l sc of emloy.

SUY OF PACT
oi Jun 7, 200~ at ap 6:40 p.m. LYn Shu was in

st:8I go trp in Sm1a Moica on th 10 PiowhOl it mege wiPacc Co HJ. wh hccaWi i- by a ca ib ha bc rc-
cm by a pali'eholo bo drve by a Shi Dc. Tho Shi

i
De ha MCl ..lo ai1h wJi aD wa eø,~ to be di at
ap 50. miur at th ti ofth coon Th 81a Deut
wa su~dioa wi th meca ca bø as apea whch
caus a pe tó IUdd fa aslee witlut W8.

(
,

L~ Sh iø he ba.. a re of th collio an ba
hem -dis:øned Wi muple di bu whch wi re sn.

DAMGES

Shd t1 ma pi to tr we es th poteti
da co ~ as folows

M~ apPu me, ap
Lo of el'IpPa and su
Toi

S 30,00
S 25.00
S 24,00
S3~(tOO
S429.00

Th prse se ca for th Co lD pa Lyu 8h
$150iOO for aU dfher cl fo ~ co BD at fee. L~
Shu's cl to th dae to her ærwa pmODlyseed fo 512,7770.

\, ~.l i

~010

ia 0041008
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, I

T1e cJ fb prer dAm_. fied by Juo KoI1bm th
drve of th ca th wa ie by th Shi De, wu prou
seed for $2i~.56. Mr. ICUei susefied a lat fo hi
pe ii~ ad th lat is ItU pe

STAlUS OF CASE

~ tral co ~ havo bee sudcpag
codcoi ot~ pi .ctai

~ ia by th Co in do ortl acou ar
atoyfe of~,l89 IId S7~70 m coll

EVALUATION

T$ is a cu ofpote Ha. 'D SJs De &U asee
at tl whe -!t ap_ ca th cooa with Lym ~Il. A
:lSóablo seei at tb ti wi avoi fb liga co ai a pote
jii vect th aod cx di prpo soea

\.

,

w'~ join wi ow prva counl, Ko an Fiå. an ou tb
pI~. Ca W8I ao Comp. in ~"1ai a seemen inth 8I ofSl~O.OO. 11 Sh. Dep CO in ih
ie oa.

i

. . "on

HO~3. 3

~Ol1

ia 005/008



i,

03/26/09 TH 05: 30 FAX 323 7 8 0564 RISK MAAGEM ~oi3

01/05/200$ 21: 55 FAX COUN OF L. A. CAO l¡o06/00a
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Lo Angle Couty Shea Deent

CORRECnv AC'0N RERT

,LAWSUIT OF: Shlim, Lynne R. Y. 11 Cont of l~ Aneles,
Cas No. SAV09-28L T (AN)

INCIDEN DATE: June 7, 2002 6:41 PM

("

INCIDEN'LOCA1l0~:. St Rout 1 NJ (paci Co Hihwy), Nort of Uncoln
Boar, Sant Monic CA

RISK ISSUES: A' pubiic en Is rans for th neUgent an wrong ac of
empfoye:when th l4 8A c:lt In th coru an sc of his or her dutes.
Alugh so of the fa In this C8 lint In dtu., It Is unis th Ms. Shullm
waa at in trft lt th 1I of th collion, and th sh wa st by a vehlde
th had bê atcl bY an on du deput dr In II mark pat vehJol

,

INSTIGATI RiEW: On Jun 7, 2002, at apte 6:41 PM, a deputy
opera i: maed Pal vehice weound on st Rout 1 (PacHc Co
HIghway) _at of UncQln Bord in Sa Monic wa inlved In a mulvehlole
trff coUlSton. The d~ut wa relng to patl du In Maibu af drng of a
juveni at:Loa Partn~ Juvnil HaD. Ca&fla HIGhway Pat Inves the
. colll and found that the de. ve 8Ick Øl ot vehIcles, Includin tha
occlec by the p181n, whic we 8ld In tr The 1998 Me E30
occie by the plaln susin maor damae (mor th $18,00) to th rear end. '
The patl velc wasia ,to 10.

As a re:o the colis the pla aul 8lnica lnuriØ8 an èonda th the
colliion cause dis b~tses an pra at multle le reuiring swery an
rebiliton. The p~ ha 8 prfr hi of back pain colain. and diagnased
degeneratI dJac dlsu8 ma. wae by th coDislon. Meic ex are
este at app~te $3,000 plus pol tu.. mel.billa of approximately
$25.000. Al aUeged!Ja a lo ofeains 01$24,00. Shuld this marbe trd, the

potentl eJsure ~d tota $500,000.

TRININO':18SUES: At the time of th inen th Sheris Deart had a wel
esli :tining cutrcuum coing th opon of deprtenta vehicls under
bo emergent and I'ne sitat .
POLCY IS$UES: Mafiual ofPoIçy and Prure Se 3-1100.10 dic tht
dep shaD obsii!all trc la, alw empl densive driin teniue, and
no opra vehices inian uns or neent mane.

(

..
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. .

~ CORR ACTlØN: A thugh tr cols Invegatn was conduct by the
Ca°,Hlhw Pl whfo fond 1t th cois oc beus th dep
wa d~ at an umK sp fo condlt. Subsnt to 1Int adnisre
to th deput In the -irgra ro, dors diano hi wi sle apnea. Sleep
apnea" a sl dlaer In whch lwln duri sl st fo 10 aend or more,
usaB more th 20ltlm per hour, causing merale bl deoention. It ca
and doeo:caae sudn lo of co due to ia of ai. The depu later
under nasal 8urgery to all chic na obot which was partlly the
cause of th condlt. Thfa coiton wa pnvlous undiaose.. . '

i

A thorough admfnltJe revi of the Incien was co. The deput had no
prior knowedge ofh~ conditon unt his emen ro lniient As a reulofthe
mecal concfton a~ co me, no die was Imed.

( ~.

~ .

4
èr y'"v~

\.




