
Recommend approval to award grant funds from the Fish & Wildlife Commission Propagation Fund 
to the Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains (RCDSMM) for temperature 
loggers and a Stereo-Zoom Microscope with up to 90x magnification and camera.

SUBJECT

May 31, 2016

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND WILDLIFE PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARDS 
(THIRD SUPERVISIORIAL DISTRICT)

(3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $3,720, to purchase 
temperature loggers and a Stereo-Zoom Microscope with up to 90x magnification and camera.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Commission has determined that the grant request will promote education, conservation and the 
propagation of fish and wildlife thus benefiting Los Angeles County and the State of California.

At its meeting held on April 14, 2016, the Los Angeles County Fish and Wildlife Commission 
approved a grant request from the RCDSMM, in the amount of $3,720 to purchase equipment that 
will capture a detailed thermal profile of the Los Angeles River watershed to better understand one of 
the major limiting factors for freshwater fish in the basin-temperature by deploying 33 temperature 
loggers throughout the watershed, in areas both native and non-native fish species are known to 
occur.  
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The RCDSMM operates a Benthic Macroinvertebrate lab that handles collection, identification, and 
analysis of freshwater benthic samples from Santa Monica Mountain creeks.  The RCDSMM will also 
purchase a Stereo-Zoom Microscope with up to 90x magnification and camera which will allow for 
photo documentations of specimens which will augment data collection efforts and reporting.  The 
high resolution camera will allow benthic macroinvertebrate sampling and identification with a higher 
degree of accuracy and taxonomic effort; collect photographic evidence and create an archive of the 
Santa Monica Mountains (SMM) benthic fauna images; as well as providing an opportunity to 
educate the public on the role of benthic macroinvertebrates in stream health and which species live 
in the SMM.

Since 1952, the Commission has supported activities and projects that promote the best methods for 
the propagation and protection of fish and wildlife in the State and County of Los Angeles.  

The stocking of fish at County parks and recreation areas supports this endeavor by providing 
opportunities and encouraging the sport of fishing to the many residents within the community.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The provision of funding for this event is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal Nos. 1 & 3 
(Operational Effectiveness & Integrated Services Delivery).  The deployment of temperature loggers 
in the Los Angeles River and collection of benthic fauna data in the SMM will help to provide a better 
understanding of the thermal profile of the river, major limiting factors for freshwater fish in the basin-
temperature and educational opportunity for the public, thereby, enhancing the propagation, 
protection and restoration of fish and wildlife.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact to the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Wildlife Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.  The Los Angeles County 
Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty assessments collected 
relating to fish and wildlife code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 13100 et seq. of the Fish and Wildlife Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of 
fines levied for fish and wildlife code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities 
including protection, conservation, propagation, and preservation of fish and wildlife.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the education, conservation and the propagation of fish and wildlife thus 
benefiting Los Angeles County and the State of California.
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JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:rs
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