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The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
(213) 633-0901

County of Los Angeles 
Agenda No. 3383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
06/23/15500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: Ordinance Amending Title 21 and Title 22 to Establish Tree
Planting Requirements for New Projects

Dear Supervisors:

Your Board previously concluded aduly-noticed public hearing regarding
the above-referenced ordinance amending Title 21 — Subdivisions and Title 22 —
Planning and Zoning of the Los Angeles County Code, to repeal the drought
tolerant landscaping and green building requirements contained in those titles as
such requirements are now contained within Title 31 —Green Building Standards
Code, and to establish tree planting requirements for new projects. At the
conclusion of the public hearing, your Board indicated an intent to approve the
ordinance and instructed our office to prepare the final ordinance for your Board's
consideration. Enclosed are the analysis and final ordinance.

Very truly yours,

MARY C. WICKHAM

C
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ANALYSIS

An ordinance amending Title 21 — Subdivisions and Title 22 — Planning and

Zoning of the Los Angeles County Code, relating to the repeal of drought tolerant

landscaping and green building requirements found in those titles because such

requirements are now found in Title 31 —Green Building Standards Code, and to

establish tree planting requirements for new projects to provide environmental benefits.
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An ordinance amending Title 21 — Subdivisions and Title 22 — Planning and

Zoning of the Los Angeles County Code, relating to the repeal of drought tolerant

landscaping and green building requirements found in those titles because such

requirements are now found in Title 31 —Green Building Standards Code, and to

establish tree planting requirements for new projects to provide environmental benefits.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles ordains as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 21.24.430 is hereby deleted in its entirety.

SECTION 2. Section 21.24.440 is hereby deleted in its entirety.

SECTION 3. Section 22.08.030 is hereby amended to read as follows:

22.08.030 C.

— "Condition of use" means a development standard determined to be

necessary to permit harmonious classification of a use as listed in a zone and therefore

a prerequisite to place, or for application to place, such use as classified. A condition of
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use shall be subject to the provisions of Part 2 of Chapter 22.56, but shall be deemed a

mandatory requirement except as provided therein.

— "Cool pavement" means paving materials that reflect the sun and/or

increase water evaporation to provide cooler ground surfaces than traditional paving

materials.

SECTION 4. Section 22.08.190 is hereby amended to read as follows:

22.08.190 S.

— "Sensitive environmental resource area" means:

— "Shade plan" means a landscape plan that depicts and quantifies the

amount of tree shade for a project site as set forth in Section 22.52.2130.B.

SECTION 5. Section 22.08.200 is hereby amended to read as follows:

22.08.200 T.

— "Travel trailer park" means any area or tract of land or a separate

designated section within a mobilehome park where one or more lots are rented or

leased or held out for rent or lease to owners or users of recreational vehicles used for

travel or recreational purposes.
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— "Tree species list" means the list of tree species prepared and maintained

pursuant to Section 22.52.2120.B.

SECTION 6. Section 22.08.210 is hereby amended to read as follows:

22.08.210 U.

— "Uncovered parking area" means for the purpose of implementing Part 20

of Chapter 22.52 -Tree Planting Requirements, the uncovered impervious surface

areas of a parking lot that includes parking stalls pedestrian loading areas, driveways

within the property line areas for vehicular maneuvering, and walkways within the

parking lot but excludes areas covered by solar panels or truck loading areas, and

display sales service and vehicle storage areas associated with uses such as

automobile dealerships.

— "Utility-scale solar energy facility, ground-mounted" means a device or

devices affixed to the ground and any accessory equipment or structures, which

converts solar energy into electrical or thermal energy primarily for off-site use. Such

facility shall not use concentrated solar thermal collectors, which use lenses or mirrors

to focus or reflect a large area of sunlight onto a small area.

— "Use" means and includes construction, establishment, maintenance,

alteration, moving onto, enlargement1 and occupation. Wherever this title prohibits the

"use" of any premises for any purposes, such premises and any building, structure) or

improvement on such premises shall not be used, occupied, altered1 or improved for

such purpose, and no building, structure1 or improvement on such premises shall be

erected, constructed, established, maintained, allowed to remain, altered, moved onto,
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or enlarged which is designed, arrangedl or intended to be occupied or used for such

purpose.

SECTION 7. Part 20 of Chapter 22.52 is hereby deleted in its entirety.
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SECTION 8. Part 20 of Chapter 22.52 is hereby added to read as follows:

Part 20 TREE PLANTING REQUIREMENTS.

22.52.2100 Purpose.

22.52.2110 Applicability.

22.52.2120 Tree Requirements.

22.52.2130 Site Plan Requirements.

22.52.2140 Modification of Development Standards.

22.52.2100 Purpose.

The purpose of this Part 20 is to establish a project's tree planting requirements

to provide environmental benefits. Trees planted pursuant to this Part 20 will reduce

greenhouse gasses by absorbing carbon dioxide, reduce water pollution by retaining
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storm water onsite, and reduce the urban heat island effect by shading impervious

surfaces.

22.52.2110 Applicability.

A. This Part 20 shall apply to any project that includes:

1. Anew primary use building;

2. Additions to buildings, where the addition adds a cumulative floor

area of at least 50 percent of the total existing building floor area on the subject

property, within any 12-month period; or

3. New uncovered surface parking lots with a minimum of 15 parking

spaces and/or existing uncovered surface parking lots expanded to have 15 or more

parking spaces.

B. The following projects are exempt from the requirements of this Part 20:

1. Any project where a complete application for the project was filed

with the Department prior to the effective date of this ordinance; and

2. Utility-scale solar energy facilities, ground-mounted.

C. Trees required by this Part 20 are the minimum requirement for a project,

but may also contribute to fulfilling other landscaping requirements in this Title 22,

including any such requirements in a Community Standards District.

22.52.2120 Tree Requirements.

A. Amount of Trees.

1. Except for residential subdivision projects that are otherwise

subject to Section 21.32.195, projects that fall within a category described in

HOA.1187132.5 19



Sections 22.52.2110.A.1 and 22.52.2110.A.2 shall comply with the following

requirements:

a. For projects that are primarily residential with three or fewer

units per lot, a minimum of two trees shall be planted on each lot;

b. For projects that are primarily residential with four or more

units per lot, a minimum of one tree shall be planted for every 5,000 square feet of

building footprint per lot; and

c. For projects that are non-residential or mixed-use, a

minimum of three trees shall be planted for every 10,000 square feet of developed lot

area.

2. Any existing tree located on the project site with a minimum trunk

diameter of .75 inches, as measured six inches above the soil line, may count towards

meeting the requirement above at Section 22.52.2120.A.1.

3. For projects described in Section 22.52.2110.A.3, ashade plan

meeting the specifications set forth in the Tree Planting Guide, to be maintained by the

Director, is required. For those projects, the amount of trees required on that shade

plan shall anticipate a minimum of 50 percent shade coverage of the uncovered parking

area within 15 years of planting the required trees. Trees required by this subsection

may also count towards the requirements of Sections 22.52.2120.A.1.b and

22.52.2120.A.1.c.

B. Species. The tree species planted pursuant to this Part shall be those that

provide adequate shade, are not invasive, are resistant to local pests and diseases, are

HOA.1187132.5 2



adaptable to the local climate, and are appropriate for the planting location. The

Director shall prepare and maintain the Tree Species List, which shall contain a list of

tree species which the Director has determined to satisfy the first three criteria set forth

in this subsection.

C. Size. Required trees shall be a minimum size of 15 gallons and shall have

a trunk diameter of .75 to 1.5 inches as measured six inches above the soil line at the

time of planting.

D. Location.

1. Trees shall be planted in locations that maintain the required lines

of sight for safe pedestrian and vehicular movement and will not cause root damage to

the sidewalk or other public infrastructure, to the satisfaction of the Department of Public

Works; and

2. Trees planted near buildings or fire lanes shall be placed in

locations that do not adversely impact Fire Department operations or response times, to

the satisfaction of the Fire Department.

E. Maintenance.

1. Trees shall be supported with staking and ties that are made of soft

and mold resistant material (such as rubber), until the trees are able to support

themselves;

2. Trees for projects addressed in Sections 22.52.2120.A.1.b,

22.52.2120.A.1.c, and 22.52.2110.A.3 and not planted in turf shall require an irrigation

system; and
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3. Trees failing to survive shall be replaced.

22.52.2130 Site Plan Requirements.

A. For projects described in Sections 22.52.2110.A.1 and 22.52.2110.A.2,

required trees shall be depicted on a site plan and the tree species shall be labeled.

B. For projects located in a designated Fire Hazard Severity Zone, required

site and/or shade plans shall be routed to the Fire Department's Fuel Modification Unit

for review and approval to ensure proposed tree locations comply with Title 32 of the

County Fire Code.

22.52.2140 Modification of Development Standards.

The requirements of Section 22.52.2120.A may be modified by the Director

during the application process, without additional fees where:

A. The applicant documents in a notarized letter by a certified arborist,

submitted to the Director, that the required trees will not survive on the site due to the

soil type thereon;

B. The requirement would conflict with other provisions set forth in the

Los Angeles County Code. When, pursuant to this section, the Director reduces the

required shade area for a project described in Section 22.52.2120.A.3 because there is

not enough square footage for both the required shade area and the required parking,

so long as the parking requirements are met, the Director may replace the tree

requirements intended to create the shade area with a cool pavement requirement,

preferably permeable, to be used in uncovered. parking areas as defined in

Section 22.08.210; or
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C. The parking lot described in Section 22.52.2110.A.3 is retrofitted with solar

panels.

SECTION 9. Part 21 of Chapter 22.52 is hereby deleted in its entirety:
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