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TO: Each Supervisor 
 
FROM: Donald L. Wolfe 
 Interim Director of Public Works 
 
REBUILDING HOMES DESTROYED BY CURVE AND WILLIAMS FIRES 
OCTOBER 12, 2004, BOARD MOTION - SYNOPSIS NO. 51-A 
 
The following is in response to the October 12, 2004, Board motion (copy attached) 
regarding the rebuilding of homes destroyed in the Angeles National Forest during the 
Curve and Williams Fires in September 2002.  These wildfires destroyed 110 homes, 
used primarily as recreational residence cabins, in the San Gabriel Valley portion of the 
Angeles National Forest.  
 
Since these cabins are located on Federal land, reconstruction of these cabins requires 
prior approval from the United States Forest Service (USFS).  Shortly after the wildfires, 
the USFS issued a letter dated December 21, 2002 (copy attached), to affected 
property owners indicating the requirements for homeowners to rebuild the cabins.  
These requirements include compliance with all Federal and State laws; the USFS 
Forest Land Management Plan; all applicable environmental requirements; and the 
County’s Building, Fire, and Health Codes.  Furthermore, over the past years, the USFS 
met with many of the cabin owners or members of their Homeowners' Associations to 
discuss rebuilding requirements.   
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To date, none of the destroyed cabins have been rebuilt.  This is primarily due to the 
fact that the USFS is continuing its evaluation regarding compliance with the  
Forest Land Management Plan and the many issues involved with fire access,  
fire fighting risks, water availability, fuel modification plans, slope stability, geologic 
concerns, private sewage disposal systems, flooding hazards, etc., in these areas.  
Furthermore, the existing permits issued by the USFS for residents to live in cabins on 
the affected parcels expire in 2008.   
 
On November 3, 2004, Public Works convened a task force consisting of 
representatives from the Departments of Public Works, Fire, Health Services,  
and County Counsel to meet with representatives from the USFS to discuss rebuilding 
requirements for these cabins. 
 
The following are the outcomes of the task force meeting: 
 

• The USFS will review each recreation residence lot to determine if it is 
consistent with the Forest Land Management Plan and whether it is safe and 
appropriate to rebuild. 

• The USFS anticipates completing its evaluation within the next 12 months 
regarding which cabins can be rebuilt. 

• No conflicting rebuilding requirements were identified between the County 
and the USFS. 

• The USFS agreed that all structures will comply with the County’s Building, 
Fire, and Health Codes.  

• Prior to applying for building permits from Public Works, applicants must 
obtain written preliminary approval from the USFS for compliance with the 
Forest Land Management Plan. 

• The County provided the USFS with a customized agency referral sheet 
prepared by Public Works, as well as the guidelines pertaining to the 
requirements of the Fire and Health Departments. 

 
On December 5, 2004, the USFS provided Public Works a letter (copy attached) 
summarizing the USFS’ position and efforts to allow the destroyed cabins to be rebuilt.  
Also, the USFS has agreed to keep the County task force apprised of the rebuilding 
review process and environmental analysis. 
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Once the USFS has determined which cabins can be rebuilt, the County task force will 
reconvene with the USFS.  The County task force is committed to expediting processing 
of all permit applications and assisting any applicant with navigating the permit process 
through the County departments. 
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Attach. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 Executive Office 
 Fire Department (Jim Bailey, Mark Nelson) 
 Department of Health Services (Richard Wagener, Francis Pierce) 
 County Counsel (Richard Weiss, Mark Yanai) 
 United States Forest Service (Marty Dumpis) 
 
 
 
 














