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Voting Rights Information for Probation Clients 

How does my incarceration effect my voting eligibility? 
 

You can register to vote if you are: 
o A citizen of the United States of America; 
o A resident of California; 
o At least 18 years of age or older on or before election day; 
o Not currently in state or federal prison for the conviction of a felony 

and 
o Not currently found mentally incompetent to vote by a court (Please 

see Voting Rights: Persons Subject to Conservatorship). 
 

Learn more! Visit the California Secretary of State's website for: 
• Voting Rights for Californians with Criminal Convictions or Detained in 

Jail or Prison  
• California Secretary of State – Restore Your Vote  

   
Persons with a criminal history who CAN register to vote: 

• In county jail: 
o serving a misdemeanor sentence (a misdemeanor never affects your right 

to vote) 
o Because jail time is a condition of probation (misdemeanor or felony) 
o Serving a felony jail sentence 
o Awaiting trial 

• On parole 
• On probation 
• On mandatory supervision 
• On post-release community supervision 
• On federal supervised release 
• A person with a juvenile wardship adjudication 
  

Persons with a criminal history who CANNOT register and vote 
• Currently serving a state or federal prison term for the conviction of a felony in: 

o State prison 
o Federal prison 
o County jail or other correctional facility* 

  
NOTE: Once you have finished serving your term, your right to vote is restored; 
however, you must register online at RegisterToVote.ca.gov or by filling out a paper 
voter registration card. 
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1oYZfRViwsAEbeGHvXHq4zbBciVWE4raN3tBkNd5Pyr4slN2haVXQxVlTC-Wsw9nALZHRfUGuNhQheZfCZOFgEP8_3j69rzsPFxi-B0ec7dm9nqfsUKd6NH2QKVfUWL99Q2v-stoRD1YozGmdldqdl7CC9FuVyAl5xo1tptkupxKrN9mmN3Met5xC-Nc1gOYoRjmMrFLBzNC_QMatip2ca8ycRwYHtSx-gFn9UtK-jU9PD2ddiZcZ5hIDsYyUdaZ2Q3kTeRrfaJtNzqG6yqEgWyWsdcO8TqVWvzLyc9ONR3gif9lhDP8KMyP35lZKBoCaW38OoigdxFqYSXiekMKWCy3NQ09hq6eZgEIL76h9ZPBKB3kPM4Y8HfgP-kwOGLiX/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marincounty.org%2Fdepts%2Fpb%2Ffaqs
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-info/conservatorship/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/voting-california/who-can-vote-california/voting-rights-californians/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/voting-california/who-can-vote-california/voting-rights-californians/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/restore-your-vote
http://registertovote.ca.gov/

