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Campaign offers cool ways to save
money on energy bills
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Upgrades mean cash rewards

PALMDALE, Calif.—As usual, this summer promises to be hot in the Antelope
Valley, with temperatures expected to exceed 100 degrees. So now may be the
best opportunity to prepare your home for the heat. But don’t let the beating
rays run your bill up to lawsls that will drive yvou into debt. Instead, make a few
home modifications and save thousands of dollars this summoer.

This season, California’s energy efficiency program, Energy Upgrade California,
a statewide campaign administered by L.A. County, Southern California Edison
and the Southern California Gas Co., is offering home and business owners
thousands of dollars in incentives to make energy upgrades.

“Southern California’s summer heat inavitably brings higher costs for cooling

your hotne, so this is an ideal time to consider energy-saving home upgradas,”

said Howard Choy, general manager of the county’s Office of Sustainability. “It’s our hope that the
increased incentives offered thiz summer encourage more LA, county residents to takes advantags of
snergy improvements that will help them save money, create mere comfortable indoor envirenments
and contribute to our countywide energy-efficiency efforts as we head into the hot summer months of
high energy use.”

From improving housing insulation to obtaining tankless water heaters, homeovners now have the
apportunity to not only save on utility bills, but also receive $4,500 just for the improvements. But only
for the summer through Labor Day, homeowners who have already begun making improvements
through the Energy Upgrads California can recelve an additicnal $1,500.

Other upgrades include installing energy-efficient heating and air conditioning systems, cool roofs,
whole house fans, energy-efficient handwired interior and exterior lighting fixtures.

Abbie Rumery, spokesperson for Energy Upgrade California, says Southern California residents can
sawve at least 2o percent this summer by upgrading their homes.

Particularly in the Antelope Valley, this news just might be music to residents’ ears.

“Although the cost of energy isn't higher in the Antelope Vallay, the ameunt of energy needed for
cooling is higher so people tend to pay more, espacially if their homes are not efficient. This is also
dependent upon the homeowner and how much energy they use,” she stated.

Larry Schroeder, who serves on the Claremont City Council, made several upgrades to his 100-year-old
home. From a more efficient heating and cooling system to insulating the attic, he and his wife in just cne
month said they saw their bill drop 7 percent.

“First when we locked inte it, we figured cut we can save money and make our house more comfortable
and do something that is environmentally sound,” he said. With the new upgradeas, he finds that his
two-story home is much more comfortable as temperatures inside average between 60 and 63 degrees in
the summer heat.

Other great ways of improving energy consumption efficiency this summer is replace light bulbs with
Ceompact Fluorescent Light bulbs, which use 66 percent less energy than standard light bulbs and can last
up to 10 times longer, aceording to Energy Upgrade California. By just replacing light bulbs, residents
can save $30.

Additionally, insulating pipes and heaters helps prevent loss of heat as water travels. Also turning the
vrater heater to 120 degrees Fahrenheit can save $400 annually. When residents leave for vacation, they

are requested to turn their heaters off.

For any time of the year, sealing air leaks and keeping air filters clean ensures your home stays heatad or
cooled without adjusting your thermostat.

Centractors and businesses can also benefit from the program.

For more information, visit www.EnergyUpgradeCa.org.



