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Initial Study for the Ford Theatres Project

1. Project Title:

2. Lead Agency:

3. Contact Person and Address:

4. Project Location:

5. Project Sponsor’s

Name and Address:

6. General Plan Designation:

7. Zoning:

Ford Theatres Project

County of Los Angeles
c/o Los Angeles County Arts Commission

Joan Rupert

Department of Parks and Recreation
Planning Division

Los Angeles County

510 South Vermont Avenue, Room 201
Los Angeles, CA 90020

E-Mail: jrupert@parks.lacounty.gov

The Ford Theatres are located at 2580 Cahuenga
Boulevard East in the Hollywood Community of the City
of Los Angeles in Los Angeles County, CA 90068.

The Ford Theatres Foundation
2580 Cahuenga Boulevard East
Los Angeles, CA 90068

The City of Los Angeles Hollywood Community Plan
designates the Project Site as a Public Facility. It is
noted that while the Project Site is within the Hollywood
Community Plan area of the City of Los Angeles, the land
is owned by the County of Los Angeles and, as such, is
not subject to City of Los Angeles General Plan.

The Project Site is zoned [Q]PF-1XL-H (Qualified Public
Facility, Height District 1XL, Hillside Area) by the City of
Los Angeles Municipal Code. It is noted that while the
Project Site is within the City of Los Angeles, the land is
owned by the County of Los Angeles and, as such, is not
subject to City of Los Angeles zoning regulations.
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February 2014
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Initial Study for the Ford Theatres Project

8. Project Background and Description:

The approximately 32-acre Project Site includes the Ford Theatres, one of the oldest
performing arts venues in Los Angeles. The Ford Theatres are owned by the County of Los
Angeles and operated through a three-way partnership between the County of Los Angeles
Department of Parks and Recreation, the County of Los Angeles Arts Commission, and the
Ford Theatre Foundation. The Project Site is currently developed with an open-air, 1,196-seat
Amphitheatre with support spaces; an indoor venue located below the Amphitheatre referred to
as [Inside] the Ford; a concessions building; a box office; a former 10,500-square-foot motel
building currently used as staff offices for the Ford Theatre Foundation, Los Angeles County
Arts Commission staff, and the Los Angeles Philharmonic; and surface parking areas. The
existing buildings on the Project Site comprise a total of approximately 35,811 square feet,
while the outdoor plaza areas comprise approximately 3,580 square feet. The Ford Theatres
property was evaluated as a potential historic resource in 1994 and determined eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register).

The Project includes rehabilitation and improvements to the existing Amphitheatre and
development of the Ford Terrace, the Ford Plaza, the Transit Center and a hiking trail, all
within the current boundaries of the Ford Theatres site. The proposed improvements would be
designed to be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for historic property
rehabilitation. Each of the proposed Project components is summarized here and set out in
more detail in the Project Description included as Attachment A:

e Amphitheatre Rehabilitation and Improvements—Improvements to the Amphitheatre
would include hillside stabilization, stage reconstruction, disabled access and
code compliance improvements, improved theatrical systems, infrastructure
improvements and upgrades, a sound wall along the rear of the Amphitheatre
to shield the Amphitheatre from traffic noise, and a retractable shade structure
for the Amphitheatre.

e The Ford Terrace—The Ford Terrace would include a two-story structure with one
level of office space and a lower-level concessions area and a raised plaza deck
above a service level along with removal of the existing concessions building and
the re-purposing of the 87-seat [Inside] the Ford as a self-serve food marketplace
area and for storage.

e The Ford Plaza—The Ford Plaza, set atop a three-level parking structure, would
feature a restaurant, a 299-seat theatre, a box office, a conference room, offices,
visitor amenities and conversion of the existing box office to a museum/gallery for
the Ford Theatres.

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014
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Initial Study for the Ford Theatres Project

e The Transit Center—The Transit Center would include a designated area for bus
and valet drop-off, a three-level parking structure, and a 99-seat rehearsal and event
space, as well as the removal of the former motel building.

e Hiking Trail—An approximate 0.75-mile ridgeline trail with trail terminations at the
north and south parking structures within the Transit Center and the Ford Plaza,
respectively, would be constructed.

Implementation of the Project would result in approximately 47,550 net new square feet of new
facilities and approximately 48,750 net new square feet of outdoor plaza areas within the
Project Site. Further, with the addition of a 299-seat theatre and the 99-seat Flex Space to be
provided as part of the Project, the number of annual events provided at the Project Site is
estimated to increase from 184 events to approximately 331 events and the number of annual
attendees is estimated to increase from 54,640 people to approximately 93,725 people.

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting

The Project Site comprises an approximately 32-acre County of Los Angeles regional park
located approximately 6 miles northwest of downtown Los Angeles and approximately 12 miles
east of the Pacific Ocean. Primary regional access is provided by US 101 (Hollywood
Freeway), which runs north-south immediately west of the Project Site. The area surrounding
the Project Site includes a mix of residential uses and open space. Specifically, the Project
Site is bounded by four-story, multi-family residential buildings and open space associated with
the Hollywood Reservoir to the north, single- and multi-family residential uses to the east and
south, and Cahuenga Boulevard to the west. The majority of these uses are separated
from the developed areas of the Project Site by open space areas and the steep topography
formed by the canyon setting of the Project Site. The Hollywood Bowl, also a County-owned
event venue, is located southwest of the Project Site across Cahuenga Boulevard and the
Hollywood Freeway.

10. Discretionary Approvals

Discretionary approvals from the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors will be
necessary for the Ford Theatres Foundation to implement the Project.

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
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Environmental Checkiist Form

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project,
involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the
checklist on the following pages.

Aesthetics [1 Agriculture and Forestry Bd Air Quality
Resources

Biological Resources B4 Cultural Resources [ Geology and Soils

Greenhouse Gas Emissions [] Hazards and Hazardous Bd Hydrology and Water Quality
Materials

Land Use and Planning [l Mineral Resources ] Noise

{} Population and Housing <4 Public Services [ ] Recreation

DX Transportation and Traffic B4 Utilities and Service Systems [ Mandatory Findings of

Significance

DETERMINATION (To be completed by Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

i find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that, although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will
not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described on an attached
sheet have been added tec the project. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an X
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPCRT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant
unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed
in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to
be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because
all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to
that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

{}%” /! fi{ f‘ﬁfﬁ;
‘:‘f’

E‘is‘ffggnature
County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014

Page 4



Initial Study for the Ford Theatres Project

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explanations for all answers are required):

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
1. AESTHETICS. Would the project:

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a X [] [] []
scenic vista?

Potentially Significant Impact. A scenic vista is a view of a valued visual resource. Visual
resources in the vicinity of the Project Site include hillsides within and surrounding the Project
Site, as well as historic buildings within the Project Site. The Project would develop several
new structures within the Project Site. Several of the proposed structures would be visible
within scenic vistas that are available from Cahuenga Boulevard. Therefore, the Project’s
potential impacts on scenic vistas will be analyzed further in an EIR.

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, [] [] [] X
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within
a state scenic highway?

No Impact. The Project Site contains scenic resources, such as the historic Amphitheatre and
trees. However, no designated scenic highways are located in the vicinity of the Project Site.’
As such, the Project would not damage any scenic resources within a designated State scenic
highway. No impacts would occur and no mitigation measures are required. Further
evaluation of this issue in an EIR is not necessary.

c. Substantially degrade the existing visual X [] [] []
character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project would modify the existing visual character of the
Project Site and its surroundings through the development of several new structures within the
Project Site. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’s potential impacts associated with visual
character and quality will be provided in an EIR.

! California Department of Transportation. California Scenic Highway Program, Scenic Highway Routes,

www.dot.ca.gov/hg/LandArch/scenic_highways/scenic_hwy.htm, accessed August 27, 2013, and City of Los
Angeles Transportation Element, June 2002.

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d. Create a new source of substantial light or X [] [] []
glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project Site currently generates artificial light associated
with pole lighting within the surface parking and entry areas, exterior building and plaza
lighting, security lighting, and stage and production lighting. In addition, based on the materials
used to construct the fagades of the existing structures, sources of glare within the Project Site
are limited. The Project would introduce new sources of light and glare, including architectural
lighting, signage lighting, interior lighting, security and wayfinding lighting, and new building
surfaces. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’s potential light and glare impacts will be
provided in an EIR.

With regard to potential shading impacts on shade-sensitive uses located off-site, shadow
effects are dependent on several factors, including local topography, the height and bulk of
proposed structural elements, the sensitivity of surrounding uses, the season, and the duration
of shadow projections. Shade-sensitive uses typically include routinely useable outdoor
spaces associated with residential, recreational, or institutional (e.g., schools, convalescent
homes) land uses; commercial uses, such as pedestrian-oriented outdoor spaces or
restaurants with outdoor eating areas; nurseries; and existing solar collectors. These uses are
considered sensitive because sunlight is important to their function, physical comfort, or
commerce. The Project would include the development of several structures throughout the
Project Site that would range in height from approximately 15 feet to 67.5 feet, as measured
from adjacent grade, with elevations ranging from 515 feet to 610 feet above sea level.
Therefore, the Project would generate new shadows with varied lengths and angles,
depending on the time of day and season. However, as detailed in the Project Description
included in Attachment A, the uses surrounding the Project Site are separated from the
developed areas of the Project Site by open space areas and the steep topography formed by
the canyon setting of the Project Site. As such, due to the location of the new structures within
the existing canyon setting, the heights of new structures and the distances between the
proposed structures and surrounding uses, off-site shade-sensitive uses would not be
impacted by shading from the Project. Rather, shadows from new structures would generally
fall onto the Project Site and adjacent roadways. Thus, impacts associated with shading would
be less than significant, and no further analysis of this topic in an EIR is necessary.

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

2. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES. In determining whether impacts to
agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the
California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including
timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information
compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest
Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest
Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique [] [] [] X
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

No Impact. The Project Site comprises a regional park that does not include any agricultural
land. In addition, the Project Site and surrounding area are not mapped as Prime Farmland,
Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance, pursuant to the Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency.?> As such, the Project would not
convert farmland to a non-agricultural use. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation
measures would be required. No further analysis of this topic in an EIR is required.

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural [] ] ] X
use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The Project Site is not zoned for agricultural use, and no agricultural zoning is
present in the surrounding area. The Project Site and surrounding area are also not enrolled
under a Williamson Act Contract. Therefore, the Project would not conflict with existing zoning

2 california Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring

Program, Important Farmland in California, 2010, website:
www.consrv.ca.gov/DLRP/fmmp/overview/survey_area_map.htm, accessed December 17, 2013.
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

for agricultural uses or a Williamson Act Contract. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation
measures would be required. No further analysis of this topic in an EIR is required.

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause [] [] [] X

rezoning of, forest land (as defined
in Public Resources Code Section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by
Public Resources Code Section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code
Section 51104(g))?

No Impact. The Project Site is located in an urbanized area and does not include any forest
or timberland. Additionally, the Project Site is not zoned for forest land and is not used as
forest land. Therefore, the Project would not rezone forest land or timberland as defined by
the Public Resources Code. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures would be
required. No further analysis of this topic in an EIR is required.

d. Result in the loss of forest land or [] [] [] X
conversion of forest land to a non-forest
use?

No Impact. As stated above, the Project Site is not zoned for forest land and does not include
any forest or timberland. Therefore, the Project would not result in the loss or conversion of
forest land or timberland. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures would be
required. No further analysis of this topic in an EIR is required.

e. Involve other changes in the existing [] [] [] X
environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest
use?

No Impact. As noted above, the Project Site does not contain any agricultural or forest uses,
nor are any agricultural or forest uses located in the vicinity of the Project Site. Thus,
development of the Project would not convert any farmland or forest land to non-agricultural or

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

non-forest use. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures would be required. No
further analysis of this topic in an EIR is required.

3. AIR QUALITY. Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air
guality management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following
determinations. Would the project:

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of X [] [] []
the applicable air quality plan?

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project Site is located within the 6,700-square-mile
South Coast Air Basin (Basin). Within the Basin, the South Coast Air Quality Management
District (SCAQMD) is required, pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act, to reduce emissions of
criteria pollutants for which the Basin is in non-attainment (i.e., ozone, particulate matter less
than 10 microns in size [PMyg],® particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in size [PM.s], and
lead*). As such, the Project would be subject to the SCAQMD’s 2012 Air Quality Management
Plan (AQMP). The AQMP contains a comprehensive list of pollution control strategies directed
at reducing emissions and achieving ambient air quality standards.

Construction and operation of the Project may result in an increase in stationary and mobile
source air emissions. As a result, Project development could have an adverse effect on the
SCAQMD’s implementation of the AQMP. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’s consistency
with the SCAQMD’s AQMP will be provided in an EIR.

b. Violate any air quality standard or X [] [] []
contribute to an existing or projected air
guality violation?

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project would contribute to regional and localized air
pollutant emissions from the Project Site during construction (short-term) and operation
(long-term).  Construction-related pollutants would be associated with sources such as
construction worker vehicle trips, the operation of construction equipment, site grading and
preparation activities, and the application of architectural coatings. During Project operation,

® A redesignation request to Attainment for the 24-hour PM;, standard is pending with the United States

Environmental Protection Agency.

*  Partial nonattainment designation for the Los Angeles County portion of the Basin only.
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

air pollutants would be emitted on a daily basis from motor vehicle travel, energy consumption,
and other on-site activities. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’s construction and
operational air pollutant emissions will be provided in an EIR.

c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net X [] [] []
increase of any criteria pollutant for which
the project region is non-attainment under
an applicable federal or state ambient air
quality standard (including releasing
emissions which exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

Potentially Significant Impact. As described above, Project construction and operation
would emit air pollutants in the Basin, which is currently in non-attainment of federal and State
air quality standards for ozone, PM;o, PM,5, and lead. Therefore, implementation of the
Project could potentially contribute to air quality impacts, which could cause a cumulative
impact when combined with other existing and future emissions sources in the area.
Therefore, an analysis of cumulative air pollutant emissions will be provided in an EIR.

d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial X [] [] []
pollutant concentrations?

Potentially Significant Impact. As discussed above, the Project would contribute to regional
and localized air pollutant emissions from the Project Site during construction (short-term) and
operation (long-term). Some population groups, including children, the elderly, and acutely
and chronically ill persons (especially those with cardio-respiratory diseases), are considered
more sensitive to air pollution than others. The SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook
provides examples of typical sensitive receptors, which include long-term health care facilities,
rehabilitation centers, convalescent centers, retirement homes, residences, schools,
playgrounds, child care centers, and athletic facilities. Sensitive receptors in the Project
vicinity include residential uses. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’'s potential to result in
substantial adverse impacts to sensitive receptors will be provided in an EIR.

e. Create objectionable odors affecting a [] [] X []
substantial number of people?

Less Than Significant Impact. No objectionable odors are anticipated as a result of either
construction or operation of the Project. The Project would be constructed using conventional

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

building materials typical of construction projects of a similar type and size. Any odors that
may be generated during construction would be localized and temporary in nature and would
not be sufficient to affect a substantial number of people or result in a nuisance as defined by
SCAQMD Rule 402.

According to the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook, land uses associated with odor
complaints typically include agricultural uses, wastewater treatment plants, food processing
plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding. While
the Project would not involve these types of uses, on-site trash receptacles used by the Project
would have the potential to create odors. However, as trash receptacles would be contained,
located, and maintained in a manner that promotes odor control, no substantially adverse odor
impacts are anticipated. Thus, impacts with regard to odors would be less than significant, and
no mitigation measures would be required. No further analysis of this issue is required.

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the project:

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either X [] [] []

directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project Site comprises an approximately 32-acre County
of Los Angeles regional park located adjacent to Cahuenga Boulevard East in the Hollywood
Community of the City of Los Angeles. As illustrated in the Project Description included as
Attachment A, the Project Site includes undeveloped natural open space. As such,
development of the Project has the potential to adversely affect sensitive species that could be
present within the Project Site. Therefore, this issue will be evaluated in an EIR.

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014

Page 11



Initial Study for the Ford Theatres Project

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any X [] [] []
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project Site is currently developed with an Amphitheatre
and support spaces, a concessions building, a box office, a former motel building, plazas,
surface parking areas, and open space areas. While no riparian habitats are located within the
Project Site, based on the undeveloped open space areas that comprise a portion of the
Project Site, other sensitive natural communities could be present within the Project Site. As
such, an analysis of this topic will be provided in an EIR.

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on [] [] [] X
federally protected wetlands as defined
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption,
or other means?

No Impact. As described above, the Project Site is currently developed with an Amphitheatre
and associated support spaces, a former motel building, plazas, surface parking areas, and
open space areas. The Project Site is located within a canyon setting where there are no
known federally protected waters or wetlands, as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act. Therefore, the Project would have no significant impact on federally protected wetlands
and no further analysis of this issue is necessary.
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d. Interfere substantially with the movement X [] [] []
of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

Potentially Significant Impact. As previously described, the Project Site comprises an
approximately 32-acre County of Los Angeles regional park located within the Hollywood
community of the City of Los Angeles. Natural habitat areas that have the potential to provide
potential wildlife corridors are located on and adjacent to the Project Site. Therefore, an
analysis of the Project’s potential to impact wildlife movement will be provided in an EIR.

e. Conflict with any local policies or X [] [] []
ordinances protecting biological resources,
such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

Potentially Significant Impact. Within the Project Site, there are coast live oak trees which
are subject to the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance. Implementation of the Project
could require the removal and/or relocation of several oak trees within the Project Site.
Therefore, in light of the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance, an analysis of this issue will
be provided in an EIR.

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted [] [] [] X
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural
Community Conservation Plan (NCCP),
or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan?

No Impact. According to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife California Regional
Conservation Plans Map, no Habitat Conservation Plans have been developed for any areas
within the Project Site. Thus, the Project would not conflict with the provisions of an adopted
habitat conservation plan, natural community conservation plan, or other approved habitat
conservation plan. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures would be required.
No further analysis of this topic in an EIR is required.
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project:

a. Cause a substantial adverse change X [] [] []
in the significance of a historical resource
as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5?

Potentially Significant Impact. Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines generally defines a
historic resource as a resource that is: (1) listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in,
the California Register of Historical Resources; (2) included in a local register of historical
resources (pursuant to Section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code); or (3) identified as
significant in an historical resources survey (meeting the criteria in Section 5024.1(g) of the
Public Resources Code). Additionally, any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record,
or manuscript which a lead agency determines to be historically significant or significant in the
architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political,
military, or cultural annals of California may be considered to be a historical resource, provided
the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole
record. Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be *“historically
significant” if the resource meets the criteria for listing on the California Register of Historical
Resources.

The Amphitheatre is eligible for listing in the National Register and the California Register due
to its association with The Pilgrimage Play, which was performed within the existing
Amphitheatre from 1931 to 1964. The Project would include the rehabilitation of portions of the
existing Amphitheatre and the development of new structures. Therefore, further analysis of
the potential for the Project to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource will be provided in an EIR.

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in X [] [] []
the significance of an archaeological
resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15064.5?

Potentially Significant Impact. Section 15064.5(a)(3)(D) of the CEQA Guidelines generally
defines archaeological resources as any resource that “has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important to prehistory or history.” Archaeological resources are features, such as
tools, utensils, carvings, fabric, building foundations, etc., that document evidence of past
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

human endeavors and that may be historically or culturally important to a significant earlier
community.

While portions of the Project Site have been subject to disturbance in the past, the Project
would include improvements within existing open space areas that could have the potential to
disturb existing but undiscovered archaeological resources. Therefore, further analysis of this
issue will be provided in an EIR.

c. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique X ] ] ]
paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

Potentially Significant Impact. Paleontological resources are the fossilized remains of
organisms that have lived in a region in the geologic past and whose remains are found in the
accompanying geologic strata. This type of fossil record represents the primary source of
information on ancient life forms, since the majority of species that have existed on earth from
this area are extinct.

As described above in response to Checklist Question 5.b, the Project would include
improvements within existing open space areas that could have the potential to disturb existing
but undiscovered paleontological resources. Therefore, further analysis of this issue will be
provided in an EIR.

d. Disturb any human remains, including X [] [] []
those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

Potentially Significant Impact. As previously described, while portions of the Project Site
have been subject to disturbance in the past, the Project would include improvements within
existing open space areas. Therefore, while not likely, there is the possibility that unknown
resources could be encountered during Project construction. Thus, further analysis of this
issue will be included in an EIR.
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project:

a. Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, [] [] X []

as delineated on the most recent
Alquist—Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning
Map issued by the State Geologist for
the area or based on other substantial
evidence of a known active fault?
Refer to Division of Mines and
Geology Special Publication 42.

Less Than Significant Impact. Fault rupture is defined as the surface displacement that
occurs along the surface of a fault during an earthquake. Based on criteria established by the
California Geological Survey (CGS), faults can be classified as active, potentially active, or
inactive. Active faults may be designated as Earthquake Fault Zones under the Alquist—Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Act, which includes standards for regulating development adjacent to
active faults. These zones, which extend from 200 to 500 feet on each side of the known fault,
identify areas where a potential surface fault rupture could prove hazardous for buildings used
for human occupancy. Development projects located within an Alquist—Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zone are required to prepare special geotechnical studies to characterize hazards from
any potential surface ruptures.

The closest active fault to the Project Site is the Hollywood Fault, which is located
approximately 0.4 mile south of the Project Site.> As such, the Project Site is not within a
currently established Alquist—Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone for surface fault rupture hazards.®
In addition, based on a review of the preliminary 2014 Earthquake Fault Zone Map for the
Hollywood Quadrangle released by the California Geological Survey on January 8, 2014, the
Project Site would not be within an Alquist—Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone associated with the

> Preliminary Geotechnical Evaluation, John Anson Ford Theatres Master Plan, Leighton Consulting. February

7,2013.

® Ibid.
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Hollywood Fault.” Therefore, potential impacts would be less than significant, and no further
analysis of this issue is necessary.

il. Strong seismic ground shaking? X [] [] []

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project Site is located in the seismically active Southern
California region and could be subjected to moderate to strong ground shaking in the event of
an earthquake on one of the many active Southern California faults. The closest active fault is
the Hollywood Fault, which is located approximately 0.4 mile south of the Project Site. The
location of the Project Site within a seismically active area in proximity to the Hollywood Fault
could expose people or structures to strong seismic ground shaking. Therefore, further
analysis of the Project’s potential impacts associated with ground shaking will be provided in
an EIR.

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including 4 [] [] []
liquefaction?

Potentially Significant Impact. Liquefaction involves a sudden loss in strength of saturated,
cohesionless soils that are subject to ground vibration and results in temporary transformation
of the soil to a fluid mass. If the liquefying layer is near the surface, the effects are much like
that of quicksand for any structure located on it. If the layer is deeper in the subsurface, it may
provide a sliding surface for the material above it. Liquefaction typically occurs in areas where
the soils below the water table are composed of poorly consolidated, fine- to medium-grained,
primarily sandy soil. In addition to the requisite soil conditions, the ground acceleration and
duration of the earthquake must also be of a sufficient level to induce liquefaction.

Based on the Seismic Hazards Maps of the State of California, the Project Site is located
within a potentially liquefiable area.® Therefore, this issue will be analyzed further in an EIR.

California Department of Conservation. California Geological Survey, Earthquake Fault Zones, Hollywood
Quadrangle, Preliminary Review Map, released January 8, 2014. Available at: www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/rghm/
ap/Documents/Hollywood EZRIM.pdf.

California Geological Survey, Regional Geologic Hazards and Mapping Program, Seismic Hazard Zones Map,
Hollywood Quadrangle, March 25, 1999.
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iv. Landslides? X [] [] []

Potentially Significant Impact. As shown on the State of California Seismic Hazards Map for
the Hollywood Quadrangle (CDMP, 1999), a portion of the site is located within an area that
has been identified by the State of California as being potentially susceptible to seismically
induced landslides. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’s potential impacts associated with
landslides will be provided in an EIR.

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the X [] [] ]
loss of topsoil?

Potentially Significant Impact. Development of the Project would require grading, excavation
to support the building foundations, and other construction activities that have the potential to
disturb existing soils and expose soils to rainfall and wind, thereby potentially resulting in soll
erosion. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’s potential impacts associated with soil erosion
or the loss of topsoil will be provided in an EIR.

c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is X [] [] []
unstable, or that would become unstable
as a result of the project, and potentially
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or
collapse?

Potentially Significant Impact. As discussed above, the Project Site could be susceptible to
ground shaking. In addition, as the Project Site is located within a potentially liquefiable area,
the Project Site could be subject to seismically related ground failure hazards, including
liquefaction. As such, an analysis of this issue will be provided in an EIR.

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined X [] [] []
in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to
life or property?

Potentially Significant Impact. Expansive soils are typically associated with fine-grained
clayey soils that have the potential to shrink and swell with repeated cycles of wetting and
drying. Based on the undisturbed nature of portions of the Project Site, expansive soils may

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
Initial Study February 2014

Page 18



Initial Study for the Ford Theatres Project

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation  Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

be present. Therefore, an analysis of the Project’s potential impacts associated with expansive
soils will be provided in an EIR.

e. Have soils incapable of adequately [] [] [] X
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the
disposal of wastewater?

No Impact. The Project Site is located within a community served by existing sewer
infrastructure. Therefore, wastewater generated by the Project would be accommodated via
connections to the existing sewage infrastructure located in the Project area. As such, the
Project would not require the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems.
Thus, the Project would not result in impacts related to the ability of soils to support septic
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems, and further analysis of this issue is
not required.

7. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. Would the project:

a. Generate greenhouse gas (GHGS) X [] [] []
emissions, either directly or indirectly, that
may have a significant impact on the
environment?

Potentially Significant Impact. Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are referred to as
greenhouse gases since they have effects that are analogous to the way in which a
greenhouse retains heat. Greenhouse gases are emitted by both natural processes and
human activities. The accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere affects the earth’s
temperature. The State of California has undertaken initiatives designed to address the effects
of greenhouse gas emissions and to establish targets and emission reduction strategies for
greenhouse gas emissions in California. Activities associated with the Project, including
construction and operational activities, have the potential to generate greenhouse gas
emissions. Therefore, further analysis of greenhouse gas emissions will be provided in
an EIR.

County of Los Angeles Ford Theatres Project
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b. Conflict with any applicable plan, policy, X ] ] ]
or regulation adopted for the purpose of

reducing the emissions of greenhouse
gases?

Potentially Significant Impact. As the Project would have the potential to emit greenhouse
gas emissions, an evaluation of these emissions and associated emission reduction strategies
will be undertaken in an EIR to determine whether the Project conflicts with an applicable plan,
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases.

8. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.

The following analysis is based, in part, on the Phase | Environmental Site Assessment
Report, John Anson Ford Theatres Master Plan, 2580 and 2630 Cahuenga Boulevard East,
Hollywood District of Los Angeles, California (Phase | ESA), prepared for the Project by
Leighton Consulting, Inc. The Phase | ESA is included as Appendix 1S-1 of this Initial Study.

Would the project:

a. Create a significant hazard to the public or [] [] X []
the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?

Less Than Significant Impact. Construction of the Project would involve the temporary use
of typical, although potentially hazardous materials, including vehicle fuels, oils, transmission
fluids, paints, adhesives, cleaning solvents, surface coatings, and other acidic or alkaline
solutions that would require special handling, transport, and disposal. Operation of the Project
would also involve the routine use and handling of potentially hazardous materials typical of
those used for a multi-use cultural and recreational center, including oil for lubrication of the
projectors and the elevators, cleaning solvents for custodial maintenance of the buildings, and
pesticides for landscaping. However, all potentially hazardous materials would be contained,
stored, and used in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions and handled in compliance
with applicable standards and regulations. Any associated risk would be reduced to a less
than significant level through compliance with these standards and regulations.

With regard to exposure of existing on-site hazards, certain portions of the existing
Amphitheatre, which opened in 1931, would be rehabilitated as part of the Project. In addition,
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the former motel building, which was constructed by at least 1953 and is currently used for
Ford and Philharmonic offices, would be removed. According to the Phase | ESA, due to the
age of the on-site structures, there is a potential for asbestos-containing materials (ACMSs)
and/or lead-based paints (LBPs) to be present on-site. However, in accordance with SCAQMD
Rule 1403, Asbestos Emissions from Demolition/Renovation Activities, prior to demolition
activities associated with the Project, the Applicant would conduct surveys of all buildings to
verify the presence or absence of any of these materials and conduct remediation or
abatement before any disturbance occurs. Any ACMs and/or LBPs would be removed by a
licensed abatement contractor in accordance with all federal, State, and local regulations prior
to renovation or demolition. Mandatory compliance with applicable federal and State
standards and procedures would reduce risks associated with LBPs and ACMs to acceptable
levels. Therefore, impacts associated with ACMs and LBPs would be less than significant.

In addition, due to the pole-mounted transformers on creosote-preserved utility poles located
throughout the Project Site, there is a potential for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) to be
present on-site. However, as set forth in the Phase 1 ESA, evidence of releases was not
observed in the vicinity of the transformers. In addition, any poles or transformers to be
removed would be appropriately disposed of.

As set forth in the Phase | ESA, hazardous materials and waste observed or reported at the
Project Site also include a 40-gallon, diesel, above-ground storage tank (AST), lead-acid
batteries, corrosive liquids (electrolyte), and hydrogen gas associated with the cell tower
control rooms; two 55-gallon oil drums associated with the elevator in the amphitheatre; two
sealed plastic drums of oil stored in the projection booth for lubrication of the 35 mm projectors;
a 5-gallon gas can used by the maintenance crew; and maintenance and janitorial supplies in
retail packaging. Based on the Phase | ESA, there is no evidence of underground storage
tanks (USTs) or ASTs being located on-site, with the exception of the previously discussed
40-gallon diesel generator observed outside the cell tower control room in the lower parking lot
within a concrete berm secondary containment. In addition, according to the Phase | ESA,
evidence of spills was not observed or reported.

Overall, the Phase | ESA concluded that there are no known recognized environmental
conditions on-site that have the potential to result in significant hazards impacts. Therefore,
impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures would be required. No
further analysis of this issue in an EIR is required.
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b. Create a significant hazard to the public [] [] X []
or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Phase | ESA included a records review (including review
of previous environmental reports, selected governmental databases, and historical review). In
addition, the Phase | ESA included a reconnaissance-level visit to the Project Site to identify
evidence of release(s) of hazardous materials and to assess the potential for on-site releases
of hazardous materials. As discussed above in Checklist Question 8.a, the Phase | ESA found
no evidence of recognized environmental conditions within the Project Site. Furthermore, all
potentially hazardous materials would be contained, stored, and used in accordance with
manufacturers’ instructions and handled in compliance with applicable standards and
regulations. In addition, any ACMs or LBPs found during construction activities would be
handled in accordance with regulatory requirements. As such, the Project would not create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment.
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures would be
required. No further analysis of this issue in an EIR is required.

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle ] [] [] X
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter
mile of an existing or proposed school?

No Impact. The Project Site is not within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school.® The
nearest school to the Project Site is Valley View Elementary School located at 6921 Woodrow
Wilson Drive, which is approximately 1 mile north of the Project Site. As such, the Project Site
would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous materials within 0.25 mile of a
school. Therefore, no impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures would be required.
No further analysis of this issue in an EIR is required.

® E-mail communication with Gwenn Godek, Contract Professional/CEQA PM with the Los Angeles Unified

School District. February 3, 2014.
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d. Be located on a site which is included [] [] X []
on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government Code
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it
create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. California Government Code Section 65962.5 requires
various State agencies to compile lists of hazardous waste disposal facilities, unauthorized
releases from USTs, contaminated drinking water wells, and solid waste facilities from which
there is known migration of hazardous waste and submit such information to the State on at
least an annual basis. Thus, the Phase | ESA included a search of these and other selected
government databases and environmental record sources. The Project Site was identified
within the HAZNET database for the disposal by recycling of 1.66 tons of waste oil and mixed
oil in 2005. This event was associated with a 100-year flood event that resulted in substantial
flooding in the interior of the Amphitheatre building where water made contact with pneumatic
oil from the elevator car.’® Disposal of the water was performed in accordance with regulatory
requirements. As such, this listing is expected to have a low potential to adversely affect the
Project Site. In addition, hydrogen gas and lead-acid batteries associated with the AT&T
Mobility facilities and battery electrolyte associated with the Verizon Wireless facilities were
inventoried by the Los Angeles Fire Department's Hazardous Materials Division. These
materials are fully enclosed within the on-site cell tower control rooms that are located on
concrete pads, locked, and properly maintained by the telecommunications providers. Finally,
review of the State of California Radon Survey indicated that of the 117 radon tests that have
been conducted within the 90068 ZIP Code (within which the Project Site is located), 4 tests
have detected radon above the EPA’s action level of 4 picoCuries per liter (pCi/L). However,
Los Angeles is located in EPA Radon Zone 2, which typically has radon levels between 2 pCi/L
and 4 pCi/L. Thus, according to the Phase | ESA, the potential for elevated levels of natural
occurring radon at the Project Site would be low. None of the addresses associated with the
Project Site were listed in the other government databases or additional environmental record
sources searched for in the Phase | ESA. Therefore, based on the findings of the records
searches, impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures would be

19 personal Communication with Arthur Trowbridge, January 30, 2014.
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required. No further analysis of this issue in an EIR is required. Also refer to Checklist
Question 8.a, above.

e. For a project located within an airport land [] [] [] X
use plan or, where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport, would the
project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

No Impact. The Project Site is not located within 2 miles of an airport or within an airport
planning area. Therefore, no impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures would be
required. No further analysis of this issue in an EIR is required.

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private [] [] [] X
airstrip, would the project result in a safety
hazard for people residing or working in
the project area?

No Impact. There are no private airstrips in the vicinity of the Project Site. Therefore, no
impacts would occur, and no mitigation measures would be required. No further analysis of
this issue in an EIR is required.

g. Impair implementation of or physically ] X ] ]
interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Limited off-site construction
activities may occur in adjacent street rights-of-way during certain periods of the day, which
could potentially require temporary lane closures and affect emergency access. However, in
accordance with Mitigation Measure Hazards-1, below, during construction, a construction
traffic management plan would be implemented to ensure that adequate and safe access
remains available to the Project Site. As part of this plan, provisions for temporary traffic
control would be provided during all construction activities along public rights-of-way to
improve traffic flow on public roadways (e.g., flaggers). In addition, designated truck queuing,
equipment staging, and construction worker parking areas would be provided. Thus, with
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implementation of Mitigation Measure Hazards-1, potential impacts associated with emergency
access during construction would be less than significant.

During operation, access and parking would continue to be implemented and monitored to
ensure that emergency access is available within the Project Site and vicinity.

Based on the above, with implementation of Mitigation Measure Hazards-1, the Project would
not impair the implementation of an emergency response or evacuation plan. No further
analysis of this issue in an EIR is required.

Mitigation Measure Hazards-1: Prior to the start of construction, the Applicant shall
prepare and implement a construction management plan to the
satisfaction of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
and in consultation with the City of Los Angeles Department of
Transportation. Features of the construction management plan may
include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

h. Expose people or

Maintaining emergency access to and within the vicinity of the
Project Site;

Limiting potential lane closures to off-peak travel periods, to the
extent feasible;

Scheduling receipt of construction materials during non-peak travel
periods, to the extent possible;

Prohibiting parking by construction workers on adjacent streets and
directing construction workers to park on-site or other designated
parking areas; and

Using flag persons to control traffic movement during the ingress and
egress of trucks and heavy equipment from the Project Site and/or
temporary lane closures.

structures to a X [] [] []

significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including where
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas

or where residences
wildlands?

are intermixed with
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Potentially Significant Impact. Due to the Project Site’s location, widely varied topography,
and undeveloped open space, the Project Site could be prone to fire hazards. Therefore,
further analysis of this issue will be included in an EIR.

9. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project:

a. Violate any water quality standards or X [] [] []
waste discharge requirements?

Potentially Significant Impact. Construction activities associated with the Project would have
the potential to result in the conveyance of pollutants into municipal storm drains, particularly
during precipitation events. In addition, potential changes in on-site drainage patterns resulting
from Project implementation could affect the quality of storm water runoff. Therefore, further
analysis of this issue will be included in an EIR.

b. Substantially deplete groundwater supplies X ] ] ]

or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that there would be a net
deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of
the local groundwater table level (e.g., the
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells
would drop to a level which would not
support existing land uses or planned uses
for which permits have been granted)?

Potentially Significant Impact. It is anticipated that the Project would result in an increase in
the amount of on-site impermeable areas compared to existing conditions. Thus, the potential
exists for existing percolation of rainwater and irrigation water into the water table to be
somewhat diminished, which could affect groundwater recharge. Therefore, further analysis of
this issue will be included in an EIR.

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage X [] [] []
pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, in a manner which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on-

