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                 SHELTER PARTNERSHIP, INC. 

LINKING PLAN HOMELESS OLDER ADULTS 

TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Background:
In Los Angeles County, between 3,000 and 4,000 persons aged 62 or older are homeless nightly and the number is increasing.  As a percentage of all homeless in the County, the proportion over the age of 62 is increasing.

In March 2008, Shelter Partnership released its 18-month comprehensive assessment of homeless older adults in Los Angeles County.  We found that 30% of homeless older adults had been homeless for less than a month.  For these homeless older adults, access to affordable housing is the primary solution to homelessness.

While there are over 10,000 units of affordable housing for older adults in Los Angeles County, such as HUD Section 202s and Section 8 senior buildings, many barriers prevent homeless older adults from accessing those units.  Procedures for making applications, participating in lotteries, screening, and wait list management effectively exclude homeless older adults who lack reliable mailing addresses.  Requirements for references from prior landlords, credit checks, criminal background checks, birth certificates, and move-in money also tend to screen out homeless applicants.  These difficulties are compounded by site-specific waiting lists, which require applicants for housing to apply for as many properties as possible to improve their chances.  

Solution:
Shelter Partnership links homeless service providers with administrators of affordable senior housing, to overcome application, screening, and wait list barriers.  Shelter Partnership helps homeless services providers understand application processes and facilitate agreements among affordable housing providers, emergency shelter operators, short-term housing providers, and mental health agencies.  Shelter Partnership persuades affordable housing providers to use service provider caseworker contact information on behalf of homeless applicants in lieu of the traditional requirements. 

Results:
In the first year of operation, Shelter Partnership’s Homeless Older Adults Linkage Project has placed at least 200 homeless older adults in affordable housing units.  (Because not all service providers or housing providers report back on placements, we believe the actual number placed is much higher.)  An additional 100 homeless older adults have applications on active waiting lists with excellent prospects of being housed in coming months.
Contact:
Steve Renahan at 213-943-4589 or srenahan@shelterpartnership.org.  To view the Homeless Older Adults Strategic Plan, please visit www.shelterpartnership.org.

Yes!  
We want to work with Shelter Partnership to gain access to applications to subsidized affordable housing units for our homeless older adult clients aged 55+:

______________________________  ___________________________________

Contact Name




    Phone (Please print clearly)

__________________________________________________________________

Agency Name




 

___________________________________  ______________________________

Address




           City, Zip

__________________________________________________________________

E-mail (Please print slowly)

__________________________________________________________________

Specific communities where you can provide services to people in housing


What housing and application services do you currently provide:



After your clients are housed, what, if any, follow-up services do you provide?


What is the projected number of clients you hope to place annually?  ___________
Clients need units with which subsidies:

Units where tenants pay only 30% of income



Below- market “affordable” units

Do your clients have access to: 



       Section 8 Vouchers             Shelter + Care              Neither
Shelter Partnership’s Homeless Older Adults Strategic Plan contains many recommendations, one of which involves linking service providers with affordable housing in their neighborhoods within Los Angeles County.  Please provide us with information about the housing needs of your homeless older adult clients so that we may best facilitate this process.  Thank you.  For more information, please contact: srenahan@shelterpartnership.org, or fax this to 213-689-3188. 









