LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
Strategic Communications Division

American Indian / Alaska Native (AlI/AN) UsCC Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
August 5, 2020
2:00PM — 4:00PM via Microsoft TEAMS

Present: Monique Smith, Robyn Gomez, Farrah Ferris, Hector Ramirez, Gabriel Pimentel, Shannon Rivers, Tina Charley,
Sylvia Youngblood, Nikki Crow, Bernice Mascher, Sunnie Whipple, Raul Garcia
DMH Admin: Kelly Wilkerson, Sandra Chang and Connie Acosta Castaneda

Agenda Items

Comments/Discussion/Recommendations/Conclusions

Welcome, Prayer &
Introductions
Subcommittee Members

Bernice Mascher lead the meeting with prayer, Attendee introductions.

July Meeting Minutes —
Review
Subcommittee Members

Minutes were approved

Kelly will confirm with the subcommittee, when the recordings are uploaded to the DMH UsCC website.

Co-Chairs Nominations —
Discussion
Kelly Wilkerson

Kelly Wilkerson followed up with management if Shannon Rivers would be eligible to be nominated for the
role of Co-Chair for the AI/AN subcommittee.

Kelly confirmed Shannon is able to run for the position of Co-Chair because he does work and live in Los
Angeles County.

Kelly read the Co-Chair requirements and the By-laws to the subcommittee.

Both of the candidates expressed why they would be interested in being Co-Chairs for the AI/AN
subcommittee.

Sylvia Youngblood and Shannon Rivers shared their advocacy work for the Native community, their
qualifications, experiences, knowledge and expertise.

Voting members took a motion to appoint Shannon Rivers and Sylvia Youngblood for the

Co-Chair positions as there are two vacancies, and no other nominees.

Kelly will send out Bios via email and will follow up with Co-Chairs regarding stipends.

Farrah Ferris has been a Co-Chair for the AlI/AN subcommittee for almost two years now. Her term will end in
August 2020. She is looking forward to passing on the baton to the new nominees. She will continue to
support the subcommittee and will continue to attend meetings.

Robyn Gomez graciously and kindly had to decline her nomination for Co-Chair due to her schedule being
full, but will continue to support and attend meetings.

Bernice Mascher suggest/shared that there should be a third alternate Co-Chair.
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Hector Ramirez would like to emphasize that the Co-Chairs should have the understanding of the importance
of attending all meetings.

Capacity Building
Projects — Kelly Wilkerson
&

Subcommittee Members

The subcommittees has received approval to move forward with the Capacity Building Projects that are able
to take place during COVID-19.

The subcommittee will start brainstorming on COVID-19 specific projects that target the American Indian/
Alaska Native community.

The four previously discussed AlI/AN UsCC Capacity Building Project ideas can/will be discussed via email
and continue to discuss at the next meeting.

DMH is searching for a way to share the PSAs to the community.

Kelly asked if anyone has additional feedback or ideas, they would like to share with the subcommittee, its
open for discussion. Please submit within the next three weeks.

Subcommittee Name —
Discussion
Subcommittee Members

Bernice Mascher suggested the subcommittee have a Talking Circle to discuss more about the group’s
name. The subcommittee agreed.

General Announcements

Subcommittee Members

Sunnie Whipple shared his concerns with how COVID-19 is affecting the Native community and with regards
to the Los Angeles County layoffs.

Kelly shared the message she received from Executive Management and Human Resources that they are
doing everything they can to prevent layoffs from happening at all.

Dr. Sandra Chang shared that certain sites in Los Angeles County are facing the possibility of layoffs and
that this is across all County departments, including DMH.

Sunnie Whipple inquired whether AICC (American Indian Counseling Center) would be closing. Kelly shared
that there were no plans for that, but that she would follow up.

Sunnie Whipple would also like to see the new Co-Chairs that are appointed participate in an orientation
before their term starts.

Audio Recording

Al/AN UsCC Meeting

to publish, view, edit or share!

You can access the recording by creating a free account on MS Teams:

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/free
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https://usgovvirginiar-notifyp.svc.ms/api/v2/tracking/method/Click?mi=ESzyLIo5p0ut5N6AGR5zHg&tc=StreamVideo&cs=edf1b5943a304abc845cceeb93debd62&ru=https%3a%2f%2fweb.microsoftstream.com%2fvideo%2fb0f17edc-ff9e-47b7-a4de-18d968fedbc4
https://usgovvirginiar-notifyp.svc.ms/api/v2/tracking/method/Click?mi=ESzyLIo5p0ut5N6AGR5zHg&tc=StreamVideo&cs=edf1b5943a304abc845cceeb93debd62&ru=https%3a%2f%2fweb.microsoftstream.com%2fvideo%2fb0f17edc-ff9e-47b7-a4de-18d968fedbc4
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/free
https://usgovvirginiar-notifyp.svc.ms/api/v2/tracking/method/Click?mi=ESzyLIo5p0ut5N6AGR5zHg&tc=StreamVideo&cs=edf1b5943a304abc845cceeb93debd62&ru=https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/b0f17edc-ff9e-47b7-a4de-18d968fedbc4

Meeting Adjourn

Sunnie Whipple ended the meeting in Prayer.

Next Meeting

September 2, 2020 1:00pm — 3:00pm

Microsoft TEAMS meeting info:

Join Microsoft Teams Meeting
+1.323-776-6996 United States, Los Angeles (Toll)

Conference ID: 600 729 535#

Local numbers | Reset PIN | Learn more about Teams | Meeting options

Page 3 of 3



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NWE5OTEyYTEtOTUyYi00MDM4LTgwNmUtYTRiYTI0OTAzYmQz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2207597248-ea38-451b-8abe-a638eddbac81%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c831bc04-4347-45e7-b25a-2671eeef23c0%22%7d
tel:+1%20323-776-6996,,600729535# 
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/59faf13e-578a-487d-946f-464e4c48a4e2?id=600729535
https://mysettings.lync.com/pstnconferencing
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=c831bc04-4347-45e7-b25a-2671eeef23c0&tenantId=07597248-ea38-451b-8abe-a638eddbac81&threadId=19_meeting_NWE5OTEyYTEtOTUyYi00MDM4LTgwNmUtYTRiYTI0OTAzYmQz@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US

