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existing LE Agreement No. DMH-01543 with St. Francis Medical Center – 
Children’s Counseling Center (St. Francis Medical Center) for the provision of 
EPSDT Title XIX Medi-Cal services in FY 2003-2004.  The Amendment increases 
the MCA for St. Francis Medical Center for FY 2003-2004 by $200,000, from 
$955,330 to $1,155,330, fully funded with $9,800 in budgeted Realignment 
appropriation for the EPSDT growth match, $106,600 in FFP Medi-Cal revenue, 
and $83,600 in EPSDT-SGF.  DMH will utilize $200,000 of existing appropriation 
included in its FY 2003-2004 Adopted Budget to fund the increase in the MCA for 
FY 2003-2004. 

  
3. Delegate authority to the Director of Mental Health or his designee to prepare, sign, 

and execute amendments to the existing LE Agreements with Crittenton Services 
of Orange County and St. Francis Medical Center – Children’s Counseling Center, 
provided that:  1) the County’s total payments to the contractor under the 
Agreement for this fiscal year shall not exceed a change of 20 percent from the 
applicable revised MCA; 2) any such increase shall be used to provided additional 
services or to reflect program and/or policy changes; 3) the Board of Supervisors 
has appropriated sufficient funds for all changes; 4) approval of County Counsel 
and the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) or his designee is obtained prior to any 
such Amendment; 5) the parties may, by written Amendment, mutually agree to 
reduce programs or services without reference to the 20 percent limitation; and 6) 
the Director of Mental Health shall notify the Board of Supervisors of Agreement 
changes in writing within 30 days after execution of each Amendment. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
DMH analyzed the FY 2003-2004 EPSDT allocations of its existing contractors and 
determined that some contractors were underutilizing their EPSDT resources while others 
were in need of additional resources because of over utilization.  As a result of this 
analysis, DMH will need to redirect existing EPSDT resources from DMH contractors 
underutilizing their current fiscal year allocation to better align the actual demand for 
mandated EPSDT services with the contractor’s capacity to provide and be reimbursed 
timely for those services.  The resulting technical adjustments to the County General Fund 
(CGF) and EPSDT-SGF sources will also align the EPSDT baseline Medi-Cal local match 
and EPSDT growth match with DMH’s FY 2003-2004 Adopted Budget.   
 
While most of these technical adjustment amendments are within previously delegated 
authority, Board approval is requested to amend only the Agreements with Crittenton 
Services and St. Francis Medical Center as the resulting increase to the MCA, because of 
the redirection of EPSDT resources, is not within DMH’s delegated authority. 
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The Crittenton Services Amendment increases the MCA for FY 2003-2004 by $500,000, 
from $1,750,000 to $2,250,000; and the St. Francis Medical Center Amendment increases 
the MCA for FY 2003-2004 by $200,000, from $955,330 to $1,155,330.   
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
The recommended Board actions are consistent with the County’s Organizational Goal #4, 
“Fiscal Responsibility,” and Programmatic Goal #5, “Children and Families’ Well-Being,” 
within the Countywide Strategic Plan.  Board approval of these Amendments will enable 
DMH to make FY 2003-2004 payments to these two contract agencies and also 
strengthen the mental health services delivery system.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There is no increase in net County cost.   
 
Amendment No. 5 to the existing LE Agreement with Crittenton Services for FY 2003-
2004 in the amount of $500,000 will be funded by $105,100 in budgeted Realignment 
appropriation for the EPSDT growth match, $266,500 in FFP Medi-Cal revenue, and 
$128,400 in EPSDT-SGF included in DMH’s FY 2003-2004 Adopted Budget.  Crittenton 
Services’ revised MCA will total $2,250,000 for FY 2003-2004. 
 
Amendment No. 3 to the existing LE Agreement with St. Francis Medical Center for FY 
2003-2004 in the amount of $200,000 will be funded by $9,800 in budgeted Realignment 
appropriation for the EPSDT growth match, $106,600 in FFP Medi-Cal revenue, and 
$83,600 in EPSDT-SGF included in DMH’s FY 2003-2004 Adopted Budget.  St. Francis 
Medical Center’s revised MCA will total $1,155,330 for FY 2003-2004. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Board approval is required for Amendment No. 5 to increase Crittenton Services’ MCA for 
FY 2003-2004 by $500,000, from $1,750,000 to $2,250,000, and to increase St. Francis 
Medical Center’s MCA for FY 2003-2004 by $200,000, from $955,330 to $1,155,330.  
These amendments will enable DMH to better align the actual demand for EPSDT 
services with the contractors’ capacity to provide and be reimbursed timely for those 
services.  The Amendment increases exceed the 20 percent MCA authority delegated to 
the Director of Mental Health or his designee by your Board on December 16, 2003. 
 
Since the implementation of the Medicaid’s EPSDT program in FY 1994-1995, DMH has 
been required to significantly increase the availability of mental health services to Medi-Cal 
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eligible beneficiaries under 21 years of age and thus has been able to achieve a 
comprehensive system of care to Medicaid recipients.  The EPSDT program provides 
medically necessary services to Medi-Cal eligible beneficiaries under 21 years of age to 
correct or ameliorate a physical or mental disability or condition. 
 
Crittenton Services is a fully licensed, 112-bed, Rate Classification Level (RCL) 12 
residential group home program located in Orange County.  Los Angeles County’s existing 
Agreement with Crittenton Services provides an additional option for children and 
adolescents from Los Angeles County to receive the necessary care in Orange County 
when the RCL12 group homes in Los Angeles County’s geographic region become 
overcrowded and contain long waiting lists causing unnecessary delays in care.  DMH also 
has a contract with Crittenton Services to provide enhanced mental health services to the 
severely emotionally disturbed (SED) children and adolescents residing in their RCL12 
group homes.   
 
St. Francis Medical Center - Children’s Counseling Center has an existing mental health 
services contract with DMH and has been providing mental health services to SED 
children and their families located primarily in Supervisorial Districts 2 and 4.   
 
The services of both these agencies have considerably expanded in keeping with DMH’s 
guiding principles for EPSDT expansion, and the increased funding will help these 
agencies to maintain their mental health services. 
 
The attached Amendment format has been approved as to form by the County Counsel.  
CAO and DMH’s Fiscal and Program Administrations have reviewed the proposed actions. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
This subject does not apply. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES 
 
The Board’s approval of these Amendments will enable DMH to continue to augment 
current levels of EPSDT program entitlement services in critically-needed areas 
throughout Los Angeles County.   
 
 
 
 
 
























	June 17, 2004
	383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
	
	
	Los Angeles, CA  90012
	CONTRACTING PROCESS
	IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES







