
Request approval to execute four new affiliation agreements with existing educational institutions 
and authorization to enter into future affiliation agreements for Student Professional Development 
Programs with qualified universities and other educational institutions.

SUBJECT

May 31, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO EXECUTE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
AFFILIATION AGREEMENTS FOR STUDENT PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

PROGRAMS 
 (ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and authorize the Director of Mental Health, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and 
execute four affiliation agreements with existing educational institutions listed in Attachment I, 
substantially similar to Attachment II for the Student Professional Development Program (SPDP) for 
a five-year term. The affiliation agreements for the SPDP do not have financial obligations nor 
Maximum Contract Amounts (MCAs).

2. Authorize the Director of Mental Health, or his designee, to enter into future new affiliation 
agreements with qualified universities and other educational institutions for SPDPs and to execute 
amendments to existing or future new agreements for SPDPs, provided that:  1) approval of County 
Counsel, or his/her designee, is obtained prior to any such agreements or amendments; 2) any 
revisions are used to provide additional services or to reflect program, agreement boilerplate 
revisions or Board policy changes; and 3) the Director of Mental Health notifies your Board and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) in writing within 30 days after execution of any agreement or amendment.

bzavala
Adopt

bzavala
Typewritten Text
#31	   MAY 31, 2011

bzavala
Typewritten Text

bzavala
Typewritten Text



PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Board approval of the recommended actions will allow continuation of the services provided by the 
existing affiliation agreements expiring on June 30, 2011, for a five-year term.  In addition, Board 
approval will allow the Department to enter into future new agreements with universities and other 
educational institutions for SPDPs as the need arises.  The SPDP provides specialized training and 
clinical experience to students in the fields of nursing, gerontology, occupational therapy, psychiatric 
technician, psychology, social work, marriage and family therapy, and vocational rehabilitation.  

Continuation of this training program provides a mutual benefit to Department of Mental Health and 
the students, whereby the student interns receive supervised training and clinical experience directly 
from DMH staff at County facilities, and DMH benefits by the provision of services to mental health 
clients.  In addition, this additional workforce serves as a potential recruitment pool for DMH.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions are consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal 1, Organizational 
Effectiveness; Goal 2, Children, Family, and Adult Well-Being; and Goal 4, Health and Mental 
Health.  

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The affiliation agreements for the SPDP do not have financial obligations nor MCAs.  

There is no net County cost associated with this action.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

DMH currently has four SPDP agreements with educational institutions that will expire June 30, 
2011, which provide professional training to students in specialized programs and clinical experience 
in community mental health working with dually diagnosed, severely and persistently mentally ill, and 
acutely ill populations.  The approval of these agreements will ensure the continuous specialized 
training and clinical experience to students without interruption.
A new agreement will be executed with the existing four providers which include an added 
Paragraph 7 – MONETARY OBLIGATION; Paragraph 9 – ACCREDITATION AND STATE 
APPROVAL; Paragraph 38 – COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTH INSURANCE PORTABILITY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 1966.  The current agreement format has been approved as to form by 
County Counsel. The CEO has reviewed the proposed actions. 

Clinical and administrative staff of DMH will continue to supervise and administer agreements, and 
evaluate programs, to ensure that quality services are provided to clients by students and that 
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agreement provisions and departmental policies are followed.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

The County currently has existing affiliation agreements with four educational institutions that will 
expire June 30, 2011.  Execution of these agreements will allow DMH to continue providing students 
in these educational institutions with specialized training and clinical experience through provision of 
services to DMH clients

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Execution of these agreements will continue services to DMH clients at County facilities by students 
from affiliated universities and other educational institutions under DMH supervision.

Respectfully submitted,

MARVIN J. SOUTHARD, D.S.W.

Director of Mental Health

MJS:DM:RK:yl

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
Chairperson, Mental Health Commission
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