
Request approval to amend existing Department of Mental Health Legal Entity Agreement with 
Tessie Cleveland Community Services Corporation to add mental health services for Children, 
Transition Age Youth, and Older Adults in Service Areas 6, 7, and 8.

SUBJECT

December 03, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO AMEND LEGAL ENTITY AGREEMENT WITH
TESSIE CLEVELAND COMMUNITY SERVICES CORPORATION

(SECOND SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and authorize the Director of Mental Health (Director), or his designee, to prepare, sign, 
and execute an amendment, substantially similar to Attachment A, to the existing Department of 
Mental Health (DMH) Legal Entity (LE) Agreement with Tessie Cleveland Community Services 
Corporation (Tessie Cleveland) to provide mental health services for Children, Transition Age Youth 
and Older Adults in Service Areas (SA) 6, 7, and 8.  The amendment will be effective on Board 
Approval and will add $1,134,651 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2013-14, increasing the Maximum Contract 
Amount (MCA) to $10,134,573.

2. Delegate authority to the Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and execute future 
amendments to this LE Agreement, as necessary, and establish as a new MCA, the amount 
requested in Recommendation 1, and to further amend this LE Agreement as necessary, provided 
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that: 1) the County’s total payments to this contract provider in any fiscal year will not exceed an 
increase of 20 percent from the last Board approved MCA; 2) any such increase is used to provide 
additional services, or to reflect program and/or policy changes; 3) your Board has appropriated 
sufficient funds for all changes; 4) approval of County Counsel, or designee, is obtained prior to any 
such amendment; 5) County and Contractor may, by written amendments, reduce programs or 
services and will be consistent with the principles agreed to in the DMH stakeholders’ process; and 
6) the Director notifies your Board and the Chief Executive Officer of Agreement changes in writing 
within 30 days after execution of each amendment.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The recommended actions will allow DMH to amend its LE Agreement with Tessie Cleveland to add 
Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) Full Service Partnership (FSP) and Field Capable Clinical 
Services (FCCS) funded program funds for the provision of mental health services for Children, 
Transition Age Youth, and Older Adults in South Los Angeles in Supervisorial District 2 in SAs 6, 7, 
and 8.  These services benefit a diverse multi-ethnic population with focused efforts on the 
underserved and un-served members of the community, including those of low-income. 

These mental health services were previously provided by Tessie Cleveland as a subcontracted 
agency under Special Services for Groups.  Subsequently, Tessie Cleveland continued to provide 
these services under their own legal entity contract with DMH and the previously subcontracted 
funds were then transferred to Tessie Cleveland through June 30, 2013.  For FY 2013-14 legal entity 
contracts that were to be renewed were extended for a one-year period to facilitate inclusion at a 
later date of provisions specific to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.  The programs 
funded by this amendment for Tessie Cleveland were inadvertently not included in that process, and 
this action will correct that omission by adding the funding to the Contractor’s MCA. 

The requested increase to Tessie Cleveland’s MCA exceeds DMH’s delegated authority, thus 
requiring your Board’s approval.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended action supports the County’s Strategic Plan Goal 3, Integrated Delivery Services.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total costs of this amendment for FY 2013-14 is $1,134,651, fully funded by Sales Tax 
Realignment revenue in the amount of $268,642, Federal Financial Participation (FFP) Medi-Cal 
revenue in the amount of $397,566 and State MHSA revenue in the amount of $468,443.  Funding 
for this amendment is included in DMH’s FY 2013-14 Final Adopted Budget.

Funding for future fiscal years will be requested through DMH’s annual budget request process.

There are no net County costs associated with the recommended actions

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Tessie Cleveland has service delivery operations in South Los Angeles in Supervisorial District 2 
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(SAs 6, 7, and 8).  Tessie Cleveland is a multipurpose human services organization specializing in 
delivering creative solutions and working with community partners to meet community needs.  
Innovative social services are provided to a diverse population that includes underserved and un-
served members of the community.  A broad range of mental health services is used to provide a 
comprehensive, integrated system of care for all those referred to the agency.  Emphasis is placed 
on services that are accessible, appropriate, culturally responsive, evidenced-based, and outcome 
oriented.

The attached Amendment format has been approved as to form by County Counsel.  DMH clinical 
and administrative staff will administer and monitor the Agreement, evaluate programs to ensure that 
quality services are being provided to clients, and ensure that agreement provisions and 
Departmental policies are followed.

In accordance with your Board Policy Manual, Section 5.120, Authority to Approve Increases to 
Board Approved Contract Amount requirements, DMH notified your Board on September 18, 2013 
(Attachment B), identifying and justifying the need for requesting a percentage increase exceeding 
20 percent.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended actions will allow Tessie Cleveland to provide additional MHSA FSP and FCCS 
mental health services to Children, Transition Age Youth, and Older Adults in SAs 6, 7, and 8.

MARVIN J. SOUTHARD, D.S.W.

Director of Mental Health

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
Chairperson, Mental health Commission
Terri Boykins
Richard Kushi
Yolanda Whittington

Respectfully submitted,

MJS:TB:RK:YW
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