
Request approval to execute a Cooperative Agreement with the State of California Department of 
Rehabilitation to enable Department of Mental Health contract providers and directly-operated adult 
mental health clinics to offer an integrated program of vocational rehabilitation services for 
individuals with severe psychiatric disabilities who are served by both State of California Department 
of Rehabilitation and Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health.

SUBJECT

June 14, 2016

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO EXECUTE A STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR 

FISCAL YEARS 2016-17, 2017-18, AND 2018-19
 (ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.     Adopt and instruct the Chair of the Board to execute one original copy of the attached 
Resolution (Attachment I) approving the execution of the Cooperative Agreement Number 29924 
(Attachment II) with the State of California Department of Rehabilitation (State DOR) for Fiscal Years 
(FYs) 2016-17, 2017-18, and 2018-19.

2.     Approve and authorize the Acting Director of Mental Health (Acting Director), or her designee, to 
sign and execute four original copies of the Cooperative Agreement Number 29924 State DOR, 
substantially similar to Attachment II, for FYs 2016-17, 2017-18, and 2018-19.  Under the terms of 
the Cooperative Agreement, 7 Legal Entity (LE) contract providers listed in Attachment III and 20 
Department of Mental Health (DMH) directly-operated adult mental health clinics will provide 
vocational and employment services to clients of both State DOR and Los Angeles County DMH.  
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The Cooperative Agreement, in the amount of $998,189, fully funded by State Mental Health 
Services Act (MHSA) and 2011 Realignment revenue, will enable State DOR to leverage $4,071,530 
of federal funds, for a total annual State DOR program cost of $5,069,719 plus the value of $127,795
 of DMH in-kind certified staff time commitment.  The terms of this Agreement will be effective July 1, 
2016, through June 30, 2019.

3.     Delegate authority to the Acting Director, or her designee, to sign and execute future 
amendments or modifications to this Cooperative Agreement provided that: 1) approval as to form by 
County Counsel is obtained prior to execution of any amendments or modifications, and 2) the Acting 
Director notifies your Board and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Agreement changes in 
writing within 30 days after the execution of each amendment.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Board approval of the recommended actions will ensure the provision of vocational and employment 
services for individuals with severe psychiatric disabilities who are served by State DOR and Los 
Angeles County DMH Countywide.

The State DOR and DMH will combine both staff and financial resources to provide an integrated 
program of vocational rehabilitation services for clients of both agencies.  The services include 
vocational assessments, assistance with learning employment seeking skills training, job placement, 
and other supportive services that assist clients of both agencies to obtain and maintain 
employment. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions support the County’s Strategic Plan Goal 3, Integrated Services Delivery.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total cost of the Cooperative Agreement for FY 2016-17 is $998,189, fully funded by State 
MHSA revenue, $248,008, and State 2011 Realignment revenue, $750,181.  In addition, DMH 
provides in-kind certified staff time commitments valued at $127,795 for the Cooperative Agreement.  
The appropriation and the in-kind certified staff commitment are included in the FY 2016-17 CEO 
Recommended Budget.   

DMH’s participation in the Cooperative Agreement will allow State DOR to leverage $4,071,530 of 
Federal funds for a total State DOR program cost of $5,069,719, plus $127,795 of in-kind certified 
staff time commitments, for vocational and employment services to individuals with severe 
psychiatric disabilities.

Attachment IV details the State DOR Program Budget and Match Summary.

Funding for future fiscal years will be requested in the annual budget process.  

There is no impact on net County cost for the requested actions.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

DMH has participated in a Cooperative Agreement with State DOR since 1991 to provide vocational 
and employment services for individuals who have a mental illness.  These services include 
vocational assessments provided by DMH directly-operated clinics and LE contract providers 
Countywide.  The LE contract providers also assist clients with obtaining and maintaining 
employment.  Approximately 1,800 clients are served through the Cooperative Agreement program 
each fiscal year.

The key terms and conditions of the Cooperative Agreement have been reviewed and approved as 
to form by County Counsel.  DMH operated mental health centers and the local State DOR staff will 
administer the Cooperative Agreement to ensure that vocational and employment services are 
provided and that the Cooperative Agreement provisions and Departmental policies are followed. 

CONTRACTING PROCESS

DMH released a Request for Statement of Interest (RFSI) solicitation (Bid No. DMH010716B1) on 
January 7, 2016, to identify eligible nonprofit DMH LE contractors who are interested in contracting 
with the State DOR for the provision of vocational rehabilitation services.  The RFSI was sent to 137 
current LE contract providers. Twenty LE contract providers submitted the RFSI Questionnaire by the 
January 22, 2016, due date.  

On February 19, 2016, Addendum Number One to the RFSI was released.  Addendum Number One 
established the RFSI as an open and continuous solicitation through June 30, 2018, and provided a 
new due date of February 29, 2016, for the initial RFSI Questionnaire submissions.   The initial 
phase of submissions established a pool of interested agencies that may contract immediately with 
the State.    

By the February 29, 2016, due date, 29 LE contract providers submitted the RFSI Questionnaire. 
The list of interested LE contracts was sent to the California State DOR on March 29, 2016, because 
the State DOR will make a final contract determination.   

LE contract providers that express interest in providing employment services have to: 1) submit a 
proposal for consideration to State DOR; 2) receive accreditation by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities; and 3) offer vocational and employment services to 
individuals with severe psychiatric disabilities.  Submissions will be sent to the State DOR on a 
regular basis as agencies respond and are added to the list.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Board approval of the recommended actions will allow for the provision of vocational and 
employment services to the clients served by DMH’s directly-operated clinics and LE contract 
providers throughout the Los Angeles County.  These services will continue to ensure that clients 
receive the necessary support to obtain and maintain employment which is critical to their recovery 
and independence.
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CONCLUSION

DMH is required to submit the original executed Resolution to State DOR.  It is requested that the 
Executive Office, Board of Supervisors, notify the DMH Contracts Development and Administration 
Division at (213) 738-4684 when the document is available.

ROBIN KAY, Ph.D.

Acting Director of Mental Health

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Chairperson, Mental Health Commission

Respectfully submitted,

RK:AB:MF:alm

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
6/14/2016
Page 4
























































































