
Request approval to accept a four-year grant award from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration for the Project About Building Connections South Los Angeles System of 
Care in Service Area 6 for children ages birth to five years with serious emotional disturbance, 
authorization for a sole source amendment and delegated authority to execute future amendments to 
the legal entity agreement with Children’s Institute, Inc., and approval for hiring authority to fill an 
ordinance item.

SUBJECT

April 04, 2017

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT A GRANT AWARD FROM THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL 
HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, AUTHORIZATION FOR A SOLE SOURCE AMENDMENT 
TO THE LEGAL ENTITY AGREEMENT WITH CHILDREN’S INSTITUTE, INC., AND APPROVAL 

FOR HIRING AUTHORITY 
TO FILL AN ORDINANCE ITEM 

FOR FISCAL YEARS 2016-17 THROUGH 2019-2020
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.     Approve and authorize the Director of Mental Health (Director), or his designee, to accept a 
Department of Health and Human Services Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) grant award, No. 1H79SM063397-01 (Attachment I) of up to $4,000,000, 
over a four-year period commencing on September 30, 2016, and ending on September 29, 2020, 
for the Project About Building Connections (PABC) South Los Angeles System of Care (SOC) for 
children ages birth to five years with serious emotional disturbance in Service Area (SA) 6. The Year 
One award is $1,000,000.  Awards for subsequent years within the four-year grant period are subject 
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to availability of federal funds, and satisfactory progress of the program.

2.     Authorize DMH to fill one full-time equivalent (FTE) ordinance position, pursuant to Section 
6.06.020 of the County Code and subject to allocation by the Chief Executive Office (CEO).  The 
position will be funded through the federal SAMHSA grant award.

3.     Approve and authorize the Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and execute a sole 
source amendment, substantially similar to Attachment II, to the existing Department of Mental 
Health (DMH) Legal Entity (LE) Agreement with Children’s Institute, Inc. (CII), for Fiscal Year (FY) 
2016-17, effective upon your Board’s approval.  The FY 2016-17 Year One amendment will increase 
the Maximum Contract Amount (MCA) for this LE Agreement by $201,134, funded by SAMHSA, for a 
revised MCA of $24,886,201.  Amendments to add funds in subsequent fiscal years will be 
contingent upon additional awards from SAMHSA for the remainder of the grant period and 
satisfactory progress of the project.

4.     Delegate authority to the Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and execute future 
amendments to the LE Agreement in Recommendation 3 provided that: 1) the County’s total 
payments to this provider for FY 2016-17 will not exceed an increase of 25 percent from the Board 
approved MCA in Recommendation 3; 2) any such increase will be used to provide additional 
services or to reflect program and/or policy changes; 3) sufficient funds  are available for the 
program; 4) approval of County Counsel, or her designee, is obtained prior to any such amendment; 
5) County and contract provider may, by written Amendment, reduce programs or services without 
reference to the 25 percent limitation and revise the applicable MCA; and 6) the Director, or his 
designee, notifies your Board and the CEO of agreement changes in writing within 30 days after 
execution of each amendment.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

This PABC South Los Angeles SOC grant is the third initiative awarded by SAMHSA to the  
partnership between DMH and CII.  PABC projects were previously implemented in the small but 
densely-populated SA 4 (Central Los Angeles) then expanded into SA 8 (South Bay).  Now, with the 
experience and community commitment behind this change effort, DMH is poised to implement the 
PABC SOC in SA 6, commonly known as South Los Angeles. 

Board approval of Recommendation 1 will allow DMH to accept a federal SAMHSA grant award 
totaling $4,000,000 over a four-year period to implement the PABC South Los Angeles SOC.  

Board approval of Recommendation 2 will allow DMH to fill one FTE ordinance position at the level 
of Management Analyst.  This position is for the administration, fiscal monitoring, and reporting 
required by the SAMHSA grant.

Board approval of Recommendations 3 and 4 will allow DMH to amend a LE Agreement with CII for 
the PABC South Los Angeles SOC program beginning in FY 2016-17 and the subsequent three 
years of the grant.  CII, which currently offers direct children’s mental health services, will partner 
with DMH as the lead agency on the PABC South Los Angeles SOC project.  Through this award, CII 
will now provide care coordination and parent-partner services, project leadership, training 
coordination, cross-systems collaboration management, clinical guidance, and social marketing 
coordination.
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions are consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal I, Make Investments 
That Transform Lives, specifically, Strategies I.1 Increase Our Focus on Prevention Initiatives; and 
Strategy I.2 Enhance Our Delivery of Comprehensive Interventions.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The requested actions will allow DMH to accept a federal SAMHSA grant of up to $4,000,000 over a 
term of four years.  The in-kind match will be provided by First 5 LA, Mental Health Services Act 
Prevention and Early Intervention, and 2011 Realignment funds.  The total combined grant award 
and in-kind match over the four-year period is $5,750,000.

For FY 2016-17, $201,134 will be provided to CII to provide mental health coordination, consultation, 
and training services.  DMH is also requesting authority to fill one ordinance position to provide 
administration, fiscal monitoring, and reporting required by the SAMHSA grant.  DMH estimates a 
cost of roughly $25,500 for salary and employee benefits and associated services and supplies.  
Sufficient appropriation is available in DMH’s FY 2016-17 Final Adopted Budget to support these 
costs. 

Funding for subsequent fiscal years will be contingent upon additional awards from SAMHSA, 
satisfactory progress of the project, and will be requested through DMH’s annual budget process.

There is no impact on net County cost for the requested actions. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On August 31, 2016, DMH was awarded a SAMHSA grant for PABC South Los Angeles SOC from 
the Department of Health and Human Services through a competitive application process.  The Year 
One award is up to $1,000,000 and is renewable for up to three additional years, subject to the 
availability funds and satisfactory progress of the project.  The required Grant Management 
Statement is attached (Attachment III) for your reference.  

This SAMHSA award is retroactive to September 30, 2016.  Since the County receives SAMHSA 
funds from the federal government, a higher level of government, the grant award/contract is 
excluded from the retroactive contract policy noted in the Chief Administrative Office’s memo to your 
Board dated September 7, 2000.  

CII is located at 2121 W. Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA  90026, and is in Supervisorial District 2.  
Its mission is to help children in Los Angeles’ most challenged communities to heal from the trauma 
of family and community violence, and build their confidence and skills, so that they can break 
through the barriers of poverty and grow up to lead healthy and productive lives.

CII has demonstrated expertise in mental health services for children birth to five years, and early 
childhood education services.  In addition, as a member of the National Child Traumatic Stressed 
Network, the agency has extensive capability to provide an array of training on child trauma and 
secondary traumatic stress, making CII a strong partner for the expansion and sustainability of SOC 
in Los Angeles County.  CII’s existing First 5 LA’s Home Visitation and Peer Support Program, its 
Early Childhood Education Centers, and its status as a Multidisciplinary Assessment Teams provider, 
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all directly support the proposed program.

SAMHSA previously approved CII to be the sole contractor with DMH to oversee the PABC South 
Los Angeles SOC program.  Therefore, DMH intends to execute an amendment with CII, on a sole 
source basis, for the period of the grant to enable the contractor to establish a network of services for 
children who are severely and emotionally disturbed ages birth to five years, including the 
development of staff trained to deliver specialized interventions that are appropriate for very young 
children.

The amendment format (Attachment II) has been approved as to form by County Counsel. DMH 
program Management Analyst, whose salary and fringe benefits are provided under the grant, will 
monitor CII's adherence to the SAMHSA grant requirements and ensure that program requirements 
are met.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

In compliance with Board Policy 5.100, Sole Source Contracts, DMH notified your Board on January 
11, 2017, (Attachment IV) of its intent to execute a sole source contract amendment with CII for the 
PABC South Los Angeles.  In addition, attached is the required Sole Source Contract Checklist 
(Attachment V), identifying and justifying the need for a sole source contract amendment that has 
been approved by the CEO.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Acceptance of SAMHSA grant funds for the PABC South Los Angeles SOC will ensure that 
specifically integrated and comprehensive services will be provided to very young children who have 
severe emotional or behavioral problems and their families.  The special early intervention focus of 
this program that is tailored to meet the needs of this very vulnerable population in South Los 
Angeles will greatly benefit the lives of these children and their families by providing effective case 
management, as well as greater access to and coordination of needed services.
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Jonathan E. Sherin, M.D., Ph.D.

Director

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Chairperson, Mental Health Commission

Respectfully submitted,

JES:RK:TB:SLD:al
m
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