Recommendations for EMS and Medical First Responders, Including Firefighters and Law Enforcement Personnel
For the purposes of this section, “EMS personnel” means pre-hospital EMS, law enforcement and fire service first responders. These EMS personnel practices should be based on the most up-to-date Ebola clinical recommendations and information from appropriate public health authorities and EMS medical direction.
When state and local EMS authorities consider the threat to be elevated (based on information provided by local, state, and federal public health authorities, including the city or county health department(s), state health department(s), and the CDC), they may direct EMS personnel to modify their practices as described below.
Patient assessment
Interim recommendations:
1. Address scene safety: 
· If PSAP call takers advise that the patient is suspected of having Ebola, EMS personnel should put on the PPE appropriate for suspected cases of Ebola (described below) before entering the scene.
· Keep the patient separated from other persons as much as possible.
· Use caution when approaching a patient with Ebola. Illness can cause delirium, with erratic behavior that can place EMS personnel at risk of infection, e.g., flailing or staggering.
2. During patient assessment and management, EMS personnel should consider the symptoms and risk factors of Ebola: 
· All patients should be assessed for symptoms of Ebola (fever of greater than 38.6 degrees Celsius or 101.5 degrees Fahrenheit, and additional symptoms such as severe headache, muscle pain, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, or unexplained hemorrhage). If the patient has symptoms of Ebola, then ask the patient about risk factors within the past 3 weeks before the onset of symptoms, including: 
· Contact with blood or body fluids of a patient known to have or suspected to have Ebola;
· Residence in—or travel to— a country where an Ebola outbreak is occurring (a list of impacted countries can be accessed at the following link: http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/guinea/index.html); or
· Direct handling of bats or nonhuman primates from disease-endemic areas.
· Based on the presence of symptoms and risk factors, put on or continue to wear appropriate PPE and follow the scene safety guidelines for suspected case of Ebola.
· If there are no risk factors, proceed with normal EMS care.
EMS Transfer of Patient Care to a Healthcare Facility
EMS personnel should notify the receiving healthcare facility when transporting a suspected Ebola patient, so that appropriate infection control precautions may be prepared prior to patient arrival. Any U.S. hospital that is following CDC's infection control recommendations and can isolate a patient in a private room‎ is capable of safely managing a patient with Ebola.
Interfacility Transport
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