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LACDPH ACDC MERS Investigation Flow ChartDoc on call receives initial report of suspect MERS case


Case Definition

Determine if patient meets CDC criteria for case definition:A person with the following characteristics should be considered a patient under investigation (PUI):
A. Fever AND pneumonia or acute respiratory distress syndrome (based on clinical or radiological evidence) AND EITHER: 
· a history of travel from countries in or near the Arabian Peninsula1 within 14 days before symptom onset, OR
· close contact2 with a symptomatic traveler who developed fever and acute respiratory illness (not necessarily pneumonia) within 14 days after traveling from countries in or near the Arabian Peninsula1 OR
· a member of a cluster of patients with severe acute respiratory illness (e.g., fever and pneumonia requiring hospitalization) of unknown etiology in which MERS-CoV is being evaluated, in consultation with state and local health departments.
OR 
B. Fever AND symptoms of respiratory illness (not necessarily pneumonia; e.g. cough, shortness of breath) AND being in a healthcare facility (as a patient, worker, or visitor) within 14 days before symptom onset in a country or territory in or near the Arabian Peninsula in which recent healthcare-associated cases of MERS have been identified3. 

*(Close contact is defined as a) any person who provided care for the patient, including a healthcare worker or family member, or had similarly close physical contact; or b) any person who stayed at the same place (e.g. lived with, visited) as the patient while the patient was ill)  
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· Contact LAC Public Health Laboratory (PHL) to notify them samples will be arriving and meet criteria for MERS testing.
· Notify CDPH that testing is being done at PHL
Once specimens are ready for pick-up, call PHL for courier service and specify that samples need to be kept cold. They will need the following info: hospital or lab address, a contact person & telephone number **PHL closes at 5 pm M-F, all specimens EXCEPT for EDTA blood tube can be frozen, EDTA blood goes in the fridge. Additional info can be found at above CDC specimen collection link
If patient meets case definition, fax hospital the LACDPH Patient Under Investigation (PUI) form to fill out, the CDC guidelines for specimen collection for MERS testing, lab specimen collection form (one per specimen collected), and infection control recommendations if needed
Specimens
Forms

