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    (Ab) = Absent; (Exc) = Excused Absence

CALL TO ORDER:

The Emergency Medical Services Commission (EMSC) meeting was held in the EMS Commission Hearing Room, 10100 Pioneer Blvd, Santa Fe Springs, 90670.   The meeting was called to order at 1:07 PM by Vice-Chair, Carole Snyder.  A quorum was declared.  
INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Each member of the Commission and audience introduced him/herself.  
CONSENT CALENDAR:


5. BUSINESS  (Old Business)

5.1 Status of Policy Initiatives
Cathy Chidester, Director, EMS Agency, reported that a member of the EMS Agency, Ms. Andree Stecker, who had worked as the financial manager would be retiring later in the week.  Assistant Director, Kay Fruhwirth, would be taking over the responsibilities of PRAC and PSIP program temporarily.  Commissioner Binch requested to receive all documents shared with PRAC.
5.2 Community Paramedic
Ms. Chidester reported that of the 13 pilot projects approved statewide, UCLA was approved for two of them, Alternate Care Destinations (urgent care centers) and Cardiac Heart Failure Patients – follow-up evaluation by paramedics.  The EMS Agency has had a series of conference calls with the EMS Authority to discuss guidelines of the program.  Current discussion is on curriculum development.  Due to time constraints policies developed by the workgroups will be forwarding directly to the EMS Commission for review.  Ms. Chidester stated that the project will cost about $3 million overall and grants are being researched.

5.3 1 + 1 Paramedic Staffing Model 

At the request of the EMS Commission, Richard Tadeo, Assistant Director, EMS Agency reported on the draft evaluation and monitoring plan that was developed for Long Beach’s Rapid Medic Deployment (RMD) pilot project.  Chief Mike Sergeant provided an update on Long Beach’s software issues.
5.4 Wall Time
Ms. Chidester reported that the State and Healthcare Association of Southern California are working jointly to develop standardized definitions for wall time and are in the process of scheduling another meeting.  In addition to defining wall time, the group will also review how to monitor wall time and best practices.  

Commissioner Binch mentioned a study done by L.A. Fire Department some time back on wall time and requested that the EMS Agency ask them to do an update of the study.

5.5 Report of the Nominating Committee

Commissioner Austin reported that the Committee met to discuss nominations for Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2014.  The following recommendations presented by the Committee:
Chairman:  Raymond Mosack

Vice Chair:  Carole Snyder

M/S/C:  Commissioners Austin/Washburn to accept the recommendations of the Nominating Committee.
5.6 EMSC Annual Report

At the request of the Commission, the EMS Agency developed a sample narrative outlining the activities of the Commission for the year highlighting its recommendations to the Board, key issues, and accomplishments.   Commissioner Binch suggested that Commissioners submit comments regarding the annual report be throughout the year for inclusion in the annual report.
(New Business)
5.7 Ratification of Sub-committee Recommendations
M/S/C:  Commissioner Austin/Washburn to ratify proposed Sub-committee recommendations for 2014.

5.8 Annual Review of the EMS Plan for Improvement Developed in 2009

A January 2014 update of the EMS Plan for Improvement was distributed.  The report reflected ongoing and completed tasks.  Ms. Chidester reported that current focus areas were electronic data capturing and EMT competency level.  Commissioner Barnes requested that Tactical EMS be addressed in future reports.
6. COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS/REQUESTS

· Commissioner Flashman questioned proposed State Medical cuts; Daughters of Charity are looking for buyers of their hospitals
· Commissioner Barnes stated that he would be attending tomorrow’s State Tactical EMS meeting
· Marilyn Rideaux regarding upcoming season for filing Conflict of Interest Statements
7. LEGISLATION


Ms. Chidester discussed two Bills of interest, one having to do with HPT and the other, 338 regarding Fire Fighters Bill of Rights.

8. EMS DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

· Ms. Chidester reported that ambulance contracts will expire in 2016.  EMS is in the process of developing RFPs for 2016. 
· Ms. Fruhwirth provided an update on the H1N1 strain in the County.
· Ms. Chidester reported that there is a lot of tactical training activity in L.A. County following the Airport shooting.  Training for paramedics and law enforcement is being explored.
.  
9. ADJOURNMENT


The Meeting was adjourned by Vice Chair Snyder at 2:30 PM.  The next meeting will be held on March 19, 2014.



Next Meeting:
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Recorded by:

Marilyn E. Rideaux

Commission Liaison

M/S/C:  Commissioner Austin/Washburn to approve the Consent Calendar in entirety.
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