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Objectives 

1. Discuss the impact of current trends on the 
health care arena. 

2. Describe the agencies commonly involved in 
the health care continuum. 

3. List commonly used agencies to provide 
continuity of care. 
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Trend 

• Patterns of change 

• A line of general direction or movement 

• The general movement in the course of time 
of a statistically detectable change 
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Trends Affect Health Care 

• Demographic 

• Economic 

• Political 

• Technologic 

• Nursing 
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Demographic Trends 

 

• Cultural diversity 

• Aging population 

• Risk factors and personal choice 
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Economic Trends 

• Highly skilled providers and complex equipment  

• Consider the cost & benefits 

• Health insurance options 

– PPO 

– HMO 

– Medicare 

– Medicaid 

– PPACA 
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Political Trends 

• The cost of healthcare  

• Aging population and quality healthcare 

• Access to health care 

– The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) 
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Political Trends… 

Current legislation on nursing practice: 

• The Nurse Reinvestment Act of 2002 

• The Registered Nurse Safe Staffing Act of 2005 
and Quality Nursing Care Act of 2005 

• Safe Nursing and Patient Care Act of 2005 

• Formation of the Congressional Nursing 
Caucus (2003) 
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Technologic Trends 

• Electronic Health Records (EHRs) & “meaningful use” 

• Access to health care resources, social media (HIPAA) 

• Technology and complexity of care 

• Must use professional skills 

• Future trends 

– Mobile device: primary source for internet connection  

– Consumers & peer recommendations 

– Digital advertising, GPS 

– Biometric technology for authentication and security 
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Trends and Issues in Nursing Education 
& Practice 

Knowledge expansion and use of technology: 

• Information overload 

• Use of social media 

• QSEN, KSA 

• Nursing informatics 
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Nursing Trends… 

Practice-based competency outcomes: 

• Learning experiences focused on core practice 
competency outcomes 

• The outcome approach 

• Validation of competencies 

• Cultural competence 
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Nursing Trends… 

Performance-based learning and assessment: 

• Interactive learning 

• Critical thinking 

• Implementation of evidence-based practice 

• Simulation 

• Performance examinations 

  

 

 
12 



6/8/2017 

5 

Nursing Trends… 

Socio-demographics, cultural diversity, and 

economic and political changes: 

• Increased aging population 

• Cultural diversity  

• Domestic abuse  

• Obesity 

• Family 

• Declining civility and integrity 
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Nursing Trends… 

Community-focused  

interdisciplinary approaches: 

• Interprofessional emphasis 

• “Illness care” to “health promotion” 

• Diverse alternative health practices 

• Broad scope of nursing 
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Nursing Trends… 

Global health 

• Prepare for a wide spectrum of nursing 
practice 

• Competencies 

– Clinical decision making 

– Communication 

– Collaboration 

– Leadership 
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Nursing Trends… 

Patient-centered care: Engagement, safety, 
and 

privacy: 

• “Giving care” to “working with” 

• Quality care & privacy issues 

• Patient Involvement  

• Increased litigation – safe competent care 
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Nursing Trends… 

Ethics and bioethical concerns: 

• Ethical dilemmas 

• Professional practice responsibilities & 
personal opinions 

• End-of-life issues, ethical competencies 

• Most controversial issues 
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Nursing Trends… 

Shortage of nurses and faculty: 

• Shortage of nurses & qualified faculty 

• Limitations in clinical learning 

• More responsibility for self-directed 
learning 

• Increased use of simulation 
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Nursing Trends… 

Disasters, violence, terrorism: 

• Violence-safety issues 

• Criminal background checks 

• Preparedness for disasters & terrorism 
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Nursing Trends… 

Increasing professional and personal  

responsibility: 

• Initial & continuing competence 

• Changes in standards for quality care practice 

• High stress from competing demands 
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Types of Health-Care Agencies 

• Public  

• Private 

  - For profit or Proprietary agencies 

  - Not for profit or Nonprofit agencies 
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Public Agencies 

• Various levels of government authorization  

• Controlled and managed financially by the 
level of government 

– Federal health agencies 

– State health-care agencies 

– Local public agencies 
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Private Agencies 

 

• Have voluntary governing bodies 

• Not directly publicly funded 

• Meet specific ‘conditions for participation’ 

• Meet state licensing requirements and 
regulations corresponding to the 
classification of their governing authorities. 
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Types of Services 

• Institutionally based services 

• Community based services 
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