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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

FOR THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 

HELD IN ROOM 648 OF THE KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION, 

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

ON 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2012, AT 9:30 AM 

 
 Present: Chair John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 

 
1. Call to Order. 
 
2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board 

on items of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Claims Board. 
 
No members of the public addressed the Claims Board. 
 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing 
Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9). 

a. Claim of Jitendra Goel 

This claim seeks compensation for damages to real and personal 
property caused by a sewer main line blockage and backup. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount 
of $55,935.90. 

 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 

See Supporting Documents 
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b. Rogelio Rosas v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 442 248 

This dangerous condition lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly 
sustained in a trip and fall accident on a storm drain grate. 

Action Taken: 
 

The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount 
of $50,000. 
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 

 
See Supporting Documents 
 

c. Claim of Martha Partida 

This claim seeks compensation for the wrongful death of a patient 
allegedly arising from treatment received while hospitalized at 
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center. 

Action Taken: 
 

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $150,000, plus waiver of 
County's medical bills. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 
 

See Supporting Documents 
 

d. Ricardo Rodriguez and Carmen Rodriguez v. County of 
Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 446 581 

 
This lawsuit arises from injuries a patient allegedly received 
undergoing treatment while hospitalized at LAC+USC Medical 
Center. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $3,950,000, plus 
assumption of the Medi-Cal lien.  
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 

See Supporting Documents 
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e. Prathees Murugesapillai v. Antelope Valley Emergency 
Medical Association, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:09-CV 1514-R(ex) 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. MS 006 798 
 
This lawsuit concerns the care received by an inmate while in 
custody at Mira Loma Detention Center. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $490,000.  
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 

See Supporting Documents 
 

f. Valentina Lagos v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 451 832 

 
This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained by a patient 
from treatment and hospitalization at LAC+USC Medical Center. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $2,950,000, plus 
assumption of the Medi-Cal lien.  
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 
 
See Supporting Documents 
 

g. Elizabeth Choo v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 467 332 

 
This lawsuit concerns allegations that an employee of the 
Department of Health Services was subjected to disability 
discrimination and sexual harassment, and that the Department 
failed to engage in the interactive process and did not provide a 
reasonable accommodation. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount 
of $100,000. 
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 
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h. Arthur Ellerd v. County of Los Angeles 
United States District Court Case No. CV 08-4289 
(Central District California) 

 
This lawsuit concerns allegations that the Department of 
Community and Senior Services failed to properly compensate 
employees for overtime under the Federal Fair Labor Standards 
Act. 

 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $395,000.  
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 
 

i. Hongdao "Cindy" Nguyen v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 423 072 

 
This lawsuit concerns allegations that an employee of the Sheriff's 
Department was subjected to sexual harassment, gender 
discrimination, and retaliation; settlement is recommended in the 
amount of $150,000. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
This matter was taken off calendar. 
 

j. Alejandro Alarcon v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior County Case No. BC 458 777 

 
This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force by Sheriff's 
Deputies on an inmate. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $175,000.  
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 
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k. Harold Shepard v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. CV 11-03165 

 
This lawsuit seeks compensation for alleged unlawful detention, 
negligence, battery, and violation of civil rights by a Sheriff's 
Deputy. 
 
Action Taken: 

 
The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount 
of $100,000. 
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 

 
See Supporting Documents 
 

4. Report of actions taken in Closed Session. 
 

The Claims Board reconvened in open session and reported the actions 
taken in closed session as indicated under Agenda Item No. 3 above. 
 

5. Approval of the minutes of the October 1, 2012, meeting of the 
Claims Board. 

 
Action Taken: 

The Claims Board approved the minutes. 
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu 
 
See Supporting Document 

 
6. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on 

the agenda for action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters 
requiring immediate action because of emergency situation or where 
the need to take immediate action came to the attention of the Board 
subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 

 
No such matters were discussed. 
 

7. Adjournment. 



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Non-Litigated Claim of Jitendra
Goel

CASE NUMBER N/A

COURT N/A

DATE FILED March 13, 2012

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Public Works - Sewer
Maintenance District

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 55,935.90

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF None

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Jessie Lee

Associate County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE This non-litigated claim involves
propert damages arising from a
sewer back-up at the residence of
Jitendra Goel located in Rancho
Palos Verdes on March 6, 2012.
A County sewer crew investigated
the complaint and found that
wastewater from a sewer main line
entered the home through its
lateral line due to a blockage in
the sewer main line. The
wastewater affected several
rooms. The County crew rodded

the mainline and relieved a
stoppage created by tree roots.
The sewer mainline is maintained
by the County as part of the
Consolidated Sewer Maintenance

HOA9 I 9599. I



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA9 19599. I

District.

Due to the inherent risks and
uncertainties involved in a trial,
and the potential liability and
potential exposure to an adverse
verdict, the County proceeded with
settlement negotiations and was
eventually able to develop this
recommended settlement.

$ o

$ o



Summary Corrective Action Plan
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
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The intent of this form is to assist departents in writing a correcive action plan summary for attchment
to the settemen documents develope for the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Los Angeles
Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overiew of the claimslawuits' identified roo causes
and corrective actions (status, time frame, and responsible part). This summary does not replace the
Corrective Actin Plan form. If ther is a question related to confidentiality, please consult
County Counsel.

Claim/lawsuit:
Date of incidentevent:

Jitendra Gae
March 6,2012

Briefly provide a
description of the
incid ent/event:

On March 6, 2012, th main sewer line located near
30578 Ganado Drive, in the City of Rancho Palos Verdes, experienced
a backup and caused wastewater to floo into the residence. The
responding Sewer Maintenance Division (SMD) crew arrived at the
location and observed signs of a floodout in the basement, bedrooms,
and bathrooms at the residence. The SMD crew also deteced a
blocage in the main sewer line between Manhole
Nos. 84 and 85 of Sewer Maintenance District Map S-1600, which
appeared to be caused by the presence of tree roots.

The crew broke down Ihe blockage by rodding and hydro cleaning the
main sewer line between Manhole Nos. 84 and 85.

1. Briefly describe the root cause of the claim/lawsuit:

The cause of the sewer backup was due to heavy roots in the main sewer line.

2. Brfly desbe recomded correctve actns:
(Include each correcve actin, due date, resposible part, and any discplinary actns it
appropriate)

This segment of the main sewer line was placed on a monthly rodder peiodic scedule to prevent

future blockage and wil remain on this schedule until it is no longer necessary as determined by
maintenance personnel. It-wil also continue to be inspected on a semi-annual basis.

As . is standard procedure, a copy of the backflow installation notice was delivered to
30578 Ganado Drive, informing the propert owner(s) that a backflow valve should be installed at his
residence and maintained in a safe and sanitary operating condition.



County of Los Angeles Departent of Public Works
Summary Correcve Acion Plan

3. State if the correcive actions are applicale to only your department or other County departments:

(If unsure, please contact the Chief Exective Offce Risk Management Brnch for assistance)

o Potentially has a Countywide implication.

o Potentially has implications to other deprtnts (i.e.. all human serices, all safety departments.
or one or more other departments).

IR Does not appear to have Countyide or other department implications.

Signature: (Risk Management Coordinaor) Date:

Steven G. Steinhoff
Signature: (Director)

~~i 27 20 2.
Date:

Gail Farbr Q-/2-/2,.

Chief Executive Offce Risk Management Branch

Name: Date:(£ CJ S T A- 77 ri 0

Signature: Date:

'1- ( ~ - / L
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Rogelio Rosas vs. County "of Los
Angeles, et at.

CASE NUMBER BC 442248

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court
Central District

DATE FILED July 23, 2010

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Public Works

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 50,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Michael R. Rhames
Michael R. Rhames & Associates,
PC

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Bruce W. Cochran

NATURE OF CASE Plaintiff Rogelio Rosas alleges
that on February 7,2010, he
tripped and fell on a storm drain
controlled and maintained by the
County of Los Angeles Flood
District.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 56,195

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 14,404

HOA.92466I.
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Th iotent of this form Is to assst departents In writing a correcte action plan summary for attacment
to the setement domets develod for th Boad d $Upervlsors and/or the County of Los Angeles
ClaIms Bod. The suma should be a speåfc overview of t1e clalmslawuils' identifed root C8lJ
and coctve actons (stas, time frame, and responsible part). lhs summry does not repla the
Correce Acon Plan form. If there is a question relatd 10 coiridentiily, please conSIII
County CounseL.

Summary Corrective Action Plan
County of Los Aneles Deparent of Public Works

ClaIm: Roglla Rosas

Date of Incident/event Februry 7, 2010

Briefly provide a descrption On Febrary 7, 2010, Mr. Regelio Rosas (plaintiff was walking
of the incident/event southbound across Vail Avenue near It Intersecton with OlymIc

Bolevard, in the City of Monlebeno, when he tripped on the bent metal
crossais of a Flood Conlrol storm drain grate and fell. As a result,
plaitiff severely sprained his right hand and wrist, further aggravatig an
exing t:ditlon of carpl tunnel syndrome. The plaintiff underwent
surgery to alleviate a subsquent infection of the injury.

1. Briefly desctbe th toot cause of the claimlawslt:

Roo Mainlenaice Division (FMD), maintains the subject storm drain grate located In the rodw of
Vall Avenue. According to FMD. the subject storm drain is identified as Catch Basin No. 251. Typ
No 4, cub grating, and was installed on February 26, 1973. Perpdicular metal crossbars were
installed on the eiåsting grate to prevent bicycle tires from fallng into th narrow gaps of the grte.
Metl bars were Írstane oi existg catch basin grates in the area approximately 15 years ago.

These catc basins are Insped during routine cieaning operations. The claning of catch basins is
done on the basis of assigned pnority levels of A B, or C. The priority level of a catch bain dictates the
c1eahig schedule ot th catch basin. with pririty C being the least In freuency of inspecton. Catc
Basin No. 251 Is a priorty C catc basin, which Is Inspectd and deaned once ellry year during the dr
seon (May to Septeber). Any neæssary maintenanæ is perormed by FMO base on th
inspeon iesult:, Inspec and clanIng firviees for this catc ban have bee done by an outsid

COf!acf thiøQh an"t.af~tc basfn *nnlng cotl'S. For CQf!1 yeas 2.5 thrPu!'h 207,
CQl'r Ron's MalntenaCE was awn: and perfed work In lhe area Incltdjng Catc Basin
No. 251. For the years 208 to th presnt. contracor J&G Maintenace was awed and has be
perfrmiig these Inspecton and clanIng servIces. Based on our findngs records for the
2007 cJanout contra Iriiced tht both cotractor Ron's Maillenance and a Public Works Inspor
from our Constct Division (CON), notd bent protecion bars and "gra bar peling off for catc
basin No. 251. Despite this, there were no subsuenl wor order ìiitatlng repairs to correct ths
maIntenance problem condit.

Acing to our reoords. Cat Basin No. 251 was last inspected approxiately 5 mons prio to the
dat of the Incident undr catc Basin Cleanot 200 LA River Walershed Contrct project ID
No. FMOO3108. Pursuant to the contra the cotrctr is reuired to inspect each catch basin for
maintenanc prolem coitins, suc as bent or missing protectn bars or damaged grcng, and
repo such conditns prior to cleaning operations. J&G Maintenance began performing these servbe
on June 22, 2009. and all work perfrmed by J&G Maintenance was accepted by Public WOf on
Selember t 8 2009. There are no rerds of maIntenance problem coditions for Calc Basin No. 25 t



,.

reported by J&G MaIntenance for 2009. Howeve, as discussed above, this cach basn grae had not
be repire and the prblem conditon wa alowe to exist

2. Br1fly descbe recmmended correcve actions:

(Incude eac corive acn, due date, reonsible part, and any disciplinary acns if
appropriate)

The subjec catc basin grate was repaire by May 12,2011.

By March 2013. CöN will amd the repoIng proedure In upcing catch basin cJeanl~ contr to

specfy tht the contrtor report al/ catch basin maintenance problem conditions to CON's Offe
Enginee withn 48 hours of completing InspectIon/cleanIng seIce wiIn the affec serce are.

On Sepember 18, 2012, CON prepared and set an e-mail Instructing CON's Inspeors and Offe
EngInee that upon reclpt of notifiatins or repor from the contror of catch basin maIntenance
problem conditions, CON will immeclely forard such repors elecronically to FMD for ther reiew
and response.

On September 26, 2012, FMD prepared and sent a meorandum fnsructing FMD's Offce Enginer
and area superintendents thal upon reeipt of the afoementioned report from CON, the FMO Ofe
Engineer wiD review thm tor note unsafe conditions. If such conditons are note. FMD will, within
24 hours, generate corresonding wok ordrs instrctng maintenance personnel to inspect the Site,
peronn any necsary repairs, or make the area safe until permanent repairs can be made to corrå
th unsafe condlUons.

3. Sta If the correcive actons are applicable to only your departt or oter County departments
(If unsur, plese cotaå lhe Chief Exeve Ofce Risk Mangemenl Brah ror assislanc)

o Po(er(ally has Countylde Implications.

o PotentiaBy has implication to othrdepartn13 (I.e.. all human servce, all safety
departents, or one or more othr departents).

£8 Does nol appear to have Countyide or other department mplications.

Signature: (Risk Mananl Coinaw) Dale:

Sleve G. SteinhQff
SfgnatuÎ': (Ocl)

~~ ¡,,¡q / &01 L-
Date:

GaflFarbe

Date:

Chief Executlve Offce Risk Management Branch

Name: ~ Co S77~J7 AI D
Signature: Dae:

. /tJ/S-/ hi
~ YTpsn.."...".oo'U"S



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Claim of Martha Partida

CASE NUMBER N/A

COURT N/A

DATE FILED N/A

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Health Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $150,000, plus waiver of the
County's medical bils.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Mark D. Potter, Esq.
Potter Handy, LLP

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE On December 16,2010,
Eva Partida was admitted to
Rancho Los Amigos National
Rehabilitation Center ("Rancho")
to undergo surgery. On the same
day, the patient underwent the
scheduled sursgery.

During the course of her
hospitalization, the patient's

condition deteriorated and was
eventually placed on life-support.
On December 27, 2010, the
patient expired.

The patient's family served a
Claim for wrongful death upon the
County of Los Angeles contending
that care provided by the staff at
Rancho was negligent thereby
contributing to the patient's death.

HOA.9101 I 1.



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

$1,098

$249

HOA.9101 I 1.



I Ca Name: Paa, Eva

- . -
The Iitent of.this form is to as deents in wntng a corrct acton pla summar for attchment
to the settement docenls developed for the Bod of Supeiss and/or th County of Los Angeles

Clams Boar The summa shul be a specfi overvew of the c1imslit identid root causes
and cotie actns (statu time fr, and respoible pa). This summar does not replace the
Corre Actin Plan form. If ther is a question related to confientilit pleae consultCounty Counsel .
Date of lndeitlevent Deembr 27, .2010

Brifly pre.9 descrpton On Decmber 16, 2010; Eva Partda was admItted to Ra~ Lo
of the Incient/event

Amlgos NaDonai Rehabiltati cerner rRancho1 to undergo surger.

On the sae day, the patent underwent the scheduled surgery.

Durig the coure of her hospitlization. the patient's condition

deterirated and 6.he was eventtally placed on Iifesuppoi On

Decemb 27, 20.10. the patint expire.

Th pajenfs faily sered a claim for wrongful death upon the Cóunty

of Los Angeles coending that care provid by -the staff at Rancho was

negligent th~by conttb~lin9 to.the patint's death.

1. .Briefly desbe the root cause(s) of the cllmawuit"

Respiraor failure and deat reultg from pneu~onia.

2. Br de .reed.~ ac
(Ie ea.anlv ac du da repo pa, an an dllln act If 3Jlif)

· AJi"spproprite persnne correcte actions have bee taen.
.. Educatinal sessions were hed àt Rancho regarding th management of pulmonrycoplictins. -
.. A survey wa conduc to deterine the proces of maaging medicay compromised

paents undergoing surgei at DHS hospils. All DHS hospitals èo-manage the patints bysurgical and medica doctors. .
· A survey was Conducted to deterne the accessibilty of radiology services on the weekends

for those patents In the ieu an step-down units. An DHS hospitals ha thes radiolog
serves available.
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County of los Angeles
Summary Corrctive Actin Plan

3. State if the corrective actins are applicable to only your department or other County departents:

(If unsure, plase conlaclhe Chief Exeu Offce frisk Managemnt fO( assistance)

o Potentiall has County-wide impfictions.

o Potentiall has an implition to other departents (I.e.. all human ser, all safety deparents,
or one or more other departments).

X Do not appear to have County-wide or other departent implicatins.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Ricardo Rodriguez and
Carmen Rodriguez v. County of
Los Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER BC 446581

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court -
Central District

DATE FILED November 24,2010

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Health Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $3,950,000, plus assumption of
the Medi-Callien.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF E. Neal Daley, Esq.
Dixon & Daley, LLP

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Narbeh Bagdasarian

Senior Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE On August 25,2009, Ricardo

Rodriguez, a 47-year-old male,

was taken to LAC+USC Medical
Center for treatment of his burn
inj.uries..

On September 11, 2009, as the
patient was under general
anesthesia to undergo a skin graft
procedure, the patient suffered an
arrest, and as a result, he suffered
permanent neurological injuries.

Mr. Rodriguez brought a medical
malpractice action against the
County of Los Angeles contending
that the anesthesia staff at
LAC+USC Medical Center were

HOA.855753.1



negligent in the management of
the anesthesia during the
September 11,2009, surgical
procedure, thereby causing
permanent injuries to the patient.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $62,217

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $55,771

HOA.855753.1



I Case Name: Rodriguez, Ricardo
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The intent of this form is to asist departents in wiiting a correctie action plan summary for attachment
to the settement documents developed for the Board of Supervsors and/or the County of Los Angeles
Claims Board. The summar should be a specifi overvew of the claimsJwsuits' identifed root causes
and corrective actions (status, time frme, and responsible part).' This summary does not replace the
Correctve Acton Plan form. If there is a question related to confidentialitv. please consult
County Counsel.

Date of Incident/event 9111/09

Briefly provide a desption On August 25, 2009, Ricado Rodriguez, a 47-year-old male, was taken
of the incident/event

to LAC+USC Medical Center for tratment of his bum injuries.'

On September 11, 2009, as the patient was under general anesthesia to

undergo a skin graft procedure, the patient suffere an arrest, and as a

result; he suffred permanent neurological irijuries.

Mr. Rodriguez brought a medical malpractice action against the County

of Los Angeles contending that the anesthesia staff at LAC+USC

Medical Center were negligent in the management of the anesthesia

during the September 11,2009 surgical procedure, thereby causing

permanent injuries to the patient

1. Briefl describe the root causers) of the cJalmlJawsult:

Brain damage resulting from cardiopulmonary arrest.

2. Briefly desbe recommended corre actions:
(InClud ea cocte acon, due dat, respnsbJe part. and any disdplinary actions if apprnae)

· All appropriate personnel corre actions have been taken.

· A system-wide survey was conductd to identify the proces in place to supervise cefied
registered nurs anesthetists (CRNAs). All DHS facilities who utiize CRNAs have a proces in
place to supervise CRNAs. The DHS facilties who utilze CRNAs, also monitor adherence to
their superision guidelines. DHS is establishing system-wide expecttions for the supervsion
ofCRNAs,

· All DHS facilties that administer anesthesia use a standardized patient èonsent form.
· DHS is in the procs of developing a standardized handoff communication tool to be used

between anesthesia providers.



County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

3. State if the corrective actions are applicable to only your deparent or other County departments:

(If unsure, please cotat the Chief Executive Office Risk Management for assistan) .

o Potentially has County-wide implications.

o Potentially has an implication to other departents (Le., all human services, all safety

departments, or one or more other departents).

X Does not appear to have County-wide or other deparment implications.

Da~ /;¡ / r~

Signature:
D.
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i--

Chief Executive Office Risk Management

Name: iG CO SI/f ¡"(riD

Signature: ;t-- Date:
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Document version: 3.0 (January 2010) Page 2 at 2



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Prathees Murugesapillai v.
Antelope Valley Emergency
Medical Association, et al.

CASE NUMBER 2:09-cv-1514-R(ex) - Federal case
MS 006798 - State case

COURT United States District Court -
Central District

DATE FILED October 2,2009

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Health Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $490,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Conal Boyle, Esq.
Wiloughby Doyle LLP

Thomas M. Dempsey, Esq.
Law Offces of
Thomas M. Dempsey

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE Prathees MurugesapiUai, was
placed in civil detention at Mira
Lorna Detention Center, a facility
managed by the County of
Los Angeles. In late February
2008, Mr. Murugesapilai began
complaining of headaches for
which he received care from the
health care providers from the
Los Angeles County's Department
of Health Services. On
March 4, 2008, Mr. Murugesapilai
was transported to Antelope
Valley Hospital, a non-County

HOA906656.l



facility. At that facility,
Mr. Murugesapillai underwent
various diagnostic tests which
showed an infection in
Mr. Murugesapilai's brain.

Mr. Murugesapillai filed a lawsuit
against the County of Los Angeles
and Antelope Valley Hospital
claiming that the care provided to
him was negligent.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $245,497

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $87,795

HOA906656.\



Sunimary Corrective Actløn Pla.n

i

I

Case Name: Muruge.sapißia, Prathees

Th Intent of this fonn Is to assist depi:ments In wrtig a coective acton plan summary for attchment
to the settment documents developed for the Board of Supervisors and/or the Count of Los An~e1es

Claims Board. The summar should be a speific overview of the claimslawits' identied root causes
and correctie actiOns (status, tle fre, and responsible par). This swnmar does not replace the
Corrtie Acton Plan form. If there Is a questi related to confidentiality, please consult
County ConseL. .

Date of IncldentJevent Marc 4, 2008

Brifl provide a description Prathees Murugesapilai, wa placed In clvU detentin at Mira Loma
of the IncldentJevent

Detention Center, a facility managed by the Conty of Los Angeles. In

late February-2008, Mr. Murugesapßlai bega complaining of headaches

for which he received care from the health. care providers fr Los

Angeles Countys Department of Health seices. On March 4, 2008,

Mr. Murugesåpilai was transported to Antelope Valley Hospital, a non- .

County facility. At Uiat faciliy, Mr. Murugesapillai underwent various

tets which showed an infection In Mr. MurugesapiJlai's brain. Mr.

Murugesailai filed a lawsuit agaist the Count of Los Angeles and

Antelope Valley Hospital claIming that the care provided to him was

negligent.

1. Briefl describe the root cause's) of the c1alm!awsuit

I ""0 damage resting fro iofeoo.

2. Bneny describe recmmended coecte actons:
(Inclde eac CO acUon. .dúe date. relb pa, and any disc:liiy acUs r apprprlate)

. All appropriate personnel corrective actions have been laken.

. A system-wide survey was conducted to deterine if any DHS facilities send nurse
practitoners (NPs) to prvide healt care In non.DHS faciites. Currently, NPs are ~nt only to
other County owned facilties.



County of Los Angeles
Summar Corective Acton Plan

3. State If the corrective ac9ns are applicable to only your deparment or other Conty departments:

(If uns, please coct the C/uef Exe ot RIk MaagmElt for assisce)

o PotentlaRy has Colmlywle Implicatins.

X Potentialy has an implicaion to oU'erdepartents (l.e.,.aO human serce, all safety
deartents. or one or more other departs).

o Does not appear to have County-wide or other deparment implications.

Nam~: 'is Mat Cooiinlor)
K-i'M . c.L~Vi de-.

SIgnature:

for Ul

ll-

Chief Executive Offce Risk Management

Name:

f! S¡ /f TiN Ù
Signature: Dale: tid- t 4-lJ-

Document version: 3_0 (January 2010) Page 2 of2



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Valentina Lagos v. County of
Los Angeles

CASE NUMBER BC 451832

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court -
Central District

DATE FILED December 22,2010

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Health Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $2,950,000, plus assumption of
the Medi-Cal Lien.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Shirley K. Watkins, Esq.
Michels & Watkins

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE
On April 10, 2010, Valentina
Lagos, who was 3-months-old at
the time, was brought to the
emergency department at
LAC+USC Medical Center
(llLAC+USCll) with signs and
symptoms that were suggestive of
infection.

The LAC+USC staff conducted
laboratory tests and began
treatment for the patient. Later it
was determined that the patient
had meningitis which caused her
to suffer some neurological
injuries.

HOA897185.1



The patient filed a lawsuit against
the County of Los Angeles
claiming that the LAC+USC staff
delayed her treatment thereby
contributing to her injuries

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $34,596

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $44,377

HOA.897185.1



I Case Name: lagos, Valentina

l~iliJili!vií¡i!l'¡i§iRii!¡islj,I~~i!¡g,!.:¡im:~"i¡:1

The intent of this form is to assist departents in writing a corrective actIon plan summary for attachment
to the settement documents developed for the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of los Angeles
Claims Board. The summary should be a speifc overview of the claims/lawsuits' identified root causes
and corrtive actíons (status, time frame, and responsible part). This summary does not replace the

Corrective Action Plan form. If there is a question related to confidentIality. please consult
County Counsel.

Date of IncldenUevent April 10, 2010

Briefly provide a description On April 10, 2010, Valentina lagos, who was 3-months-old at the time,
of the incidenUevent

was brought to the emergency department at LAC+USC Medical Center

. ("LAC+USCØ) with signs and symptoms that 'were suggestive of

infection.

The LAC+USC staff conducted laboratory tests and began treatment for

the patient. Later it was determined that the patìent had meningitis

which caused her to suffer some neurological injuries.

The patient filed a lawsuit against the County of Los Angeles claiming

that the LAC::USC staff delayed her treatments thereby contributing to

her injuries.

1. Briefly describe the rot cause(s) of the claiinawsult:

Neurologicl Injury resulting from Infecton.

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:

(Include each corrctve acton, due date, responsible part, and any disciplinary actons if appropriate)

· All appropriate personnel corrective actions have beeil taken.
· Educational sessions were held discussing the treatment and prevention of complications

resulting from meningitis.
· Educational seions 'were held discussing dOcmentation in the Emergency Departent

· Educational sessions were held discussing the peritoneal dialysis procedure.
.. DHS developed a system-wide guideline for the ordering of peritoneal dialysis solutions.



County of los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

3. state if the correcte actions are applicable to only your department or other County departents:

(If unsure, please cotact the Chief Execut Offce Rik Management for asstance)

o Potentially has County-wide implications.

O. Potentially has an implicaon to oter departents (I.e., all human services, all safety departments,
or one or more other deparnts).

X Does not appear to have County-wide or other deparent Implications.

,

i

I

i
j
¡

I
i
I
L

1

. i,-
Date:

Name: (Bepartnt Head)

t~tlchß,1 H. lc~ i l'1l1

16 Date;

Chief ExecuUve Ofce Risk Management

qi~
!
i.
~

r

,") .

Namé: LÆ CD S//t .T7rJo
-,

Da:Ii/I2-Signature:

Document verIon: 3.0 (January 2010)
Page 20f2



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Alejandro Alarcon v. County of Los
Angeles

CASE NUMBER Case No. BC 458777

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court

DATE FILED Complaint filed May 3, 2011

Claim filed June 25, 2010

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 175,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Darren A. Namibog
Manibog & Manibog, LLP

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Edwin A. Lewis

NATURE OF CASE Plaintiff Alejandro Alarcon alleges
that he was subject to excessive
force while he was an inmate at
the Inmate Reception Center.

The Defendant Deputies contend
that the force was used to
overcome resistance by
Mr. Alarcon.

Due to the risks and uncertainties
of litigation, and in light of the fact
that a prevailing plaintiff in a
federal civil rights lawsuit is
entitled to an award of reasonable
attorneys' fees, a full and final
settlement of the case in the

HOA868363.1



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.868363.1

amount of $175,000 is
recommended.

$ 21,468

$ 1,712



Summary Corrective ~ctlon Plan

Case Name: Alejandro Alarcon v. County of Los Angeles

The Intent of this fonn is to assist departents in wñng a co acon plan summar for attchmet
to the settement docments develope for the Boar of Supesors and/or the County of los Angeles
Clims Boa. The summary should be a specc overv~w of the clmsu/t' Identified root causes
and corre actons (sttu, time frame, and responsible part). This summar doe not replac the
Corre Acn Plan tonn. If there is a queson related to confentiality, please co~sult
County CounseL.

Date of incdent/event
Saturday. April "10, 2010; approximately 5:10 8.m.

Brifly provide a desption
of the Incient/event Alelandro Alarcon v. County of Los Angeles

Summary Corrctve Action Plan No. 2012-0

On Saturday. Apnl10, 2010. at approximately 5:10 a.m., the plaintiff was 

arrted by a member of the Califoia Highway Patrol fo a violatn of
California Vehicle Code sectin' 23152(b), Driving Under Influence of
Alcohol or Drugs. He was boked Into the los Angeles County Shentrs
Departenfs Inmate Reception Center. During the initial search of the
plaInti. he became Involved In a physIca alterction with two members
of the los Angeles GountySheriffs Departent

1. Briefly descrbe the root cause(s) of the clalmJuit

In his lawuit the plaintiff alleged his federl cil rights wer violated when he was th subject of
excesive force by representaties of the los Angeles County Sheriffs Departent

2. Bnefly descbe recommended correct actons:
(Inc/ude eac cove acton, due dat, responsile par, and any disciplina actns If appnate)

The 1.$ Anei- Conty. Shers Depaent had reevt polces an proureprls In ef
at the tie of th inGi.ent.

The lo Anele Coty Shers Deenls trning currlum suffc;nUy addre the
citcmstance which ocurr In this incient

This incident was throughly revied by rereentati frm th los Angeles Conty Sheris
Departenrs Internal Afirs Bureu. Their investigation reveled no employee mIscnduct
Conseuentl. no administrtie acton wa taken and no corrctve actn measure are
recommeded nor contemplted.

This secion Intentionally left blank.



County of los Angeles
Summar Corre Acton Plan

3. Stte if the corre actons are applicable to only your dèpartent or other County departents:

(If unsure, please ootact the Chief Execu OfIC Risk Management Bra for assnce).

o Potentially has Countyde Implicaons.

o Potentally has an implication to other deparents (i.e., all human servce. all safety

departents, or one or more oter depaents).

æ( Does not apper to have Countyde or other deparent(s) ånprictions.

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Departent

Name: (Rsk Manag~t Cordinator)

Shaun J. Mathers. Captain
Risk Management Bureau

Signature: Date:c( ~ -é q/vi/IL
Name: (Deprtent Head

.Rober A Abner, Chief
leaderip and Training Divsion

Date:

(j~ 11i/rL
Chief Executve Offce Risk Managemet Brach

Name:

lÆ(h 57 /fTI rlv
Signature: Date:

o¡/J7-/ív
tRls Mg Inspe GenI'CA-SCA-RECAlSmary COAdn Pln For 2-01.10 (Fll).doc

Document version: 4.0 (Feb. 2010) Page 2 of2



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Harold Shepard v. County of Los
Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER CV11-03165

COURT United States District Court

DATE FILED Complaint April 14, 2011

Claim September 30,2010

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ $100,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Mark R. Pachowicz
Law Offces of Mark R. Pachowicz

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Jennifer A.D. Lehman

NATURE OF CASE Plaintiff Harold Shepard alleges
that he was subjected to
excessive force and arrested by a
Los Angeles County Sheriffs
Deputy without probable cause
during an incident involving a
traffc stop.

The Deputy contends that
probable cause existed for the
arrest and that the force he used
was reasonable.

However, due to the risks and
uncertainties of litigation, a full and
final settlement of the case in the
amount of $100,000 is
recommended.

HOA.885760.1



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.885760.1

$

$

9,989

903



I Ca Nam: Ha Sheprd v. Conty of Le Ana'.' It aI. I

Si Co Acl ,. I
Th In of this fo Is to asis derten In wrg 8 corr acn pla suary fo at
to Ite ee dome dewed fo th Bo of Supeso anc: the Co of Lo An
Clim Bo. Th sumar shul be a sp ovrv of the cIlms' Iden ro case
an c: ac (s1. um fr and resl pa). Ths su do no repl lhe
Co Acn Plan fo. If th Is. a queson reat to confntli pl consu
Cont Couns.

Da of Inenevnt
Thursy, ApriS, 2010; apprxi 5:20 p.m.

Br pr å depton.of th Incenev Haro Shrd y. Count of Lo Ange. et aL
Summary Co Ac Plan No:2012'(30

On Thll, Ap 8, 2010. at apprxima 5:20 p.m., an off-dut Lo
Aneles Corn dep sheriff, drv In full unif an riin his
Countyed, Deart-led moe fr his WOrk assign
to hIs re In Venra Conty, ob a most make an un
lae change In vilati of Califia Vehic Coe Secn 22107,
Turnng Moem and Requi $f.

.
As lhe deputy sheri rode ne to the plntis vehlcl th plafUf

exre his anger to the deput sher and demde he take
enfent acon on anoer morist Me a bri disssio, the
deputy ro aw. Th plantff follo the deput she to a re trsfgnal an be vell agr8
Th deut shff dir th plti to th sie of th ro wh he
Issed Ite plai a noce to .app fo vi Carfla Vehlle
Coe sen 22107. Th plainti re to sin th nol to appe.
Th deput, conced fo hi sa, utliz his Olen Caps
sp In an at to kee th plinti fr exng his veic. The
plnt ho. ei his vehi and a phca alon ens.Th plth ~ his vecl.
Th pla wa SUbleny .. by ~ fR th
Ven Coty Shers De an èh wi a vIla of
ca Pen CO se 148(aX1), Resst, De, or
~ Ofr or Emerency Medicl Teånlc.

1. Brfly de th ro c,\l(e) of th c1almlt

In his lait the plalnff alleed neUgenee bary, and a viola of his ci rihts.

Thle eecn Intonally lef blnk.



Cont of Lo Angele
Summ Co Ac Plan

2. Bri descbe remeded co ac
(Inc ea CO ad, due da. iue par, an an dl 8C If ap)

Th Lo Anes Co Sheffs Depaen ha ret polles an pruÆSpms In ef
at th time of this Incen

Th Los Anle Cont Shers Deens trning currlum suently addre th
c1n:msnc whic oclT In this Inen

Ths Incnt wa thughly rv by rel'n1a fr th Los An Co Shs
Oenfs MaUbu HIDs Sttin. Th re re no emplo minduc
Couen, no admlls ac wa taen. Th emplee wa consle and atappr ta and use of fOte trinin.

3. St If th co acs ar applicbl to ony yo depat or ot Cont deprtts:
(If unsre, pI co the Ch Ei 0f Rle Mana Bra fo 888l).

o Pontlly has Contye implictions.

o Potntially ha an Implon to oler departent (I.e., all human sers, all sa
deprten, or on or more oter deparent).

.L8 Do not appear to hav Contyde or ot deprtent(s) Impllcns.

Lo Anelt County Sheris Dertent

Na: (Rsk Man Conala
Shaun J. Maer, Captin
RI Managemt Buru

Sinat: Dat:c: çr~ wi", /I-Z

Nam (O11lR Hea

Rob A. Ab, Chi
Leaderhi Ing DMslon

~L-
Da

IOj"q/tz

Doent verIon: 4.0 (Feb. 2010) Pae 2 of3
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CLAIMS BOARD

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

October 1, 2012

1. Call to Order.

This meeting of the County of Los Angeles Claims Board was called to
order at 9:27 a.m. The meeting was held in the Executive Conference Room,
648 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, Los Angeles, California.

Claims Board Members present at the meeting were: John Naimo,
Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu.

Other persons in attendance at the meeting were: Offce of the County
Counsel: Roger Granbo, Brian Chu, Wiliam Birnie, Ruben Baeza and Lauren Black;
Sheriffs Department: Lt. Patrick Hunter; Department of Beaches and Harbors: Walter
Popoff; Department of Children and Family Services: Michelle Victor; and Outside
Counsel: Tom Guterres.

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board
on items of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the
Claims Board.

No members of the public addressed the Claims Board.

3. Closed Session - Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing
Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9).

At 9:31 a.m., the Chairperson adjourned the meeting into Closed Session
to discuss the items listed as 4(a) through 4(d) below.

4. Report of actions taken in Closed Session.

At 10:38 a.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session and reported
the actions taken in Closed Session as follows:

a. National Day Laborer Organizing Network, et al. v.
Leroy D. Baca, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. as 132 593

This lawsuit concerns a Public Records Act request of the Sheriffs
Department resulting in a claim for attorneys' fees and costs.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount
of $57,500.

Vote: Ayes: 3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu

HOA.927196.1
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b. Michael Curtin v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 463 419

This lawsuit arises from injuries sustained in a vehicle accident
involving an employee of the Sheriffs Department.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount
of $65,000.

Vote: Ayes: 3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu

c. Sherry LeTeller v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Torrance Superior Court Case No. YC 065 001

This dangerous condition lawsuit arises from injuries sustained in a
trip and fall while ascending a County-owned public staircase in
Redondo Beach.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount
of $50,000.

Vote: Ayes: 3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu

d. Charlie M., et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. TC 021 812

This lawsuit concerns allegations of abuse of dependent minors
while in foster care under the supervision of the Department of
Children and Family Services; authority is requested to make a
statutory offer.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board authorized a statutory offer. The substance of
the settlement wil be disclosed upon inquiry if the offer is accepted.

Vote: Ayes: 3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu

2



5. Approval of the minutes of the September 17, 2012, meeting of the
Claims Board.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved the minutes.

Vote: Ayes: 3 - John Naimo, Steven NyBlom, and Patrick Wu

6. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on
the agenda for action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters
requiring immediate action because of emergency situation or where
the need to take immediate action came to the attention of the Board
subsequent to the posting of the agenda.

No such matters were discussed.

7. Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CLAIMS BOARD

By ~~.~
Caro ~ Slosson

HOA.927196.1 3
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