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SPECIAL BOARD DEPUTIES MEETING 
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL 

Date: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 

 
(323) 776-6996    

Conference ID: 304 389 525# 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. BOARD LETTER - AMENDMENTS TO LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE,  
 TITLE 10 – ANIMALS 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
4. ADJOURNMENT 
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September 22, 2020 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

AMENDMENTS TO LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE, TITLE 10 – ANIMALS 
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS – 4 VOTES) 

 
SUBJECT 
 
Approval of the recommended amendments to Los Angeles County Code Title 10 – 
Animals, will amend and add provisions relating to animal facilities for grooming and 
amend the definition of provoke in the context of potentially dangerous and vicious 
dogs.  It also amends and clarifies the sections related to administrative citations, hobby 
breeding licensing, severe injury definition, animal facilities records required for each 
animal, and the licensing fee schedule.  The revisions are to protect the health and 
safety of the County’s residents and animals. 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD: 
 

1. Approve the Ordinance amending Title 10 – Animals, of the Los Angeles County 
Code to amend and add various sections; and 
 

2. Introduce, waive reading, and adopt the Ordinance. 
 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
The grooming of animals plays an important role for the animals’ health and well-being.  
Animal grooming facilities are inspected and licensed by the Department of Animal Care 
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and Control (Department) to provide assurance to pet owners that their pets are being 
groomed in acceptable facilities.  
 
New requirements for grooming facilities have been added to increase protection and 
care of animals in these facilities.  Groomers will be required to consult with pet owners 
prior to the grooming to learn of any potential health and temperament concerns of the 
animal, and must obtain the owner’s permission to use sedatives, medication, or 
electronic control devices.  Requirements for the use of grooming equipment are set 
forth to protect the health and safety of animals.  Groomers must have a working 
relationship with a veterinarian to provide timely veterinary care if needed.  Cleaning 
and sanitation of grooming areas and tools are required.  Minimum training and 
supervision requirements are set forth for groomers to ensure pets are groomed by 
competent individuals.  The Department reached out to all grooming businesses in its 
jurisdiction to solicit input into this ordinance and have incorporated these 
recommendations into the proposed ordinance. 
 
This proposed ordinance also provides for certain existing provisions to be subject to 
administrative citations.  The Department has determined that using administrative 
citations to enforce County Code requirements regarding the wearing of license tags, 
mandatory spaying and neutering of dogs and cats, and requiring licensing of certain 
activities and animals could more effectively be enforced through the administrative 
process, relieving the courts from hearing these cases.  The Department also identified 
the need to clarify the due date for payment of the administrative fine so residents are 
aware of their duty under the law. 
 
This proposed amended ordinance also adds a definition of animal training facility and 
requires these facilities to obtain animal facility licenses.  This clarifies existing code to 
inform the public and animal training businesses they must comply with licensing and 
inspection requirements. 
 
This proposed ordinance also adds a provision for the Department’s ability to 
accommodate and bring into compliance those pet owners who do not yet comply with 
the County’s spay and neuter requirements but are required by State law to license their 
dogs, and County ordinance to license their dogs and cats. 
 
The definition of “provoke” within the context of the potentially dangerous and vicious 
dog section is added to clarify what constitutes provocation in these circumstances. 
 
Owner notification requirements for pets in the care of any animal facility are required if 
the animal becomes sick or injured while in the facility’s care. 
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This ordinance also establishes an administrative citation delinquency fee of $50 for 
every 30 days the payment is delinquent. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 
 
This proposed ordinance supports Los Angeles County Strategic Plan Goal 1 – Make 
Investments That Transform Lives by reforming service delivery within our justice 
system with the use of administrative citations and accommodation through the pet 
licensing process.  It also supports Los Angeles County Strategic Plan Goal II – Foster 
Vibrant and Resilient Communities by supporting the wellness of animals in grooming 
and other animal facilities and enhancing public safety regarding dangerous and vicious 
dogs.  Lastly, Approval of the recommended actions is consistent with County Strategic 
Plan Goal III.3 - Pursing operational effectiveness, fiscal responsibility and 
accountability. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There will be some revenue generation with the use of administrative citations and 
delinquency fees  
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The proposed ordinance makes changes to update Title 10 to incorporate best 
practices, protect animals, and ensure public safety.  It is recommended that your Board 
approve the proposed Ordinance changes listed below: 
 

- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.04.075 to add Tag to Be Worn by 
Animal, Mandatory Spaying and Neutering of Dogs and Cats, and License-
Required for Certain Activities and Animals-Certain Animals Exempt to be 
enforced by administrative citations in lieu of criminal prosecution and to 
impose the time period for the imposition of the administrative citation 
delinquency fee. 
 

- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.08.031 to add animal training facility to 
the definition of Animal Facility. 

 
- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.08.140 to clarify the definition of 

Grooming Shop/Vehicle. 
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- Add Los Angeles County Code §10.08.141 to provide the definition of "animal 
training facility". 

 
- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.20.045 to clarify that a hobby breeder 

must obtain a hobby breeding license. 
 
- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.20.355 to add section D, a provision 

for the Director to issue an unaltered dog license for a dog that does not meet 
the exception under §10.20.355 A through C. 

 
- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.20.357 to add section E, a provision 

for the Director to issue an unaltered cat license for a cat that does not meet 
the exception under §10.20.357 A through D.  

 
- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.37.040 for clarity. 
 
- Add Los Angeles County Code §10.37.060 to provide a definition of "provoke" 

in the context of potentially dangerous or vicious dogs. 
 
- Add Los Angeles County Code §10.40.020 to establish greater protections for 

animals in grooming facilities. 
 
- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.40.040 to require that owners be 

immediately notified if their pet sustains an injury or manifests an illness in an 
animal facility. 

 
- Amend Los Angeles County Code §10.90.010 to add an administrative 

citation delinquency fee of $50. 
 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES 
 
These changes will codify best practices and requirements for animal grooming 
establishments to protect the animals and provide peace of mind to pet owners who rely 
upon the Department to protect their pets’ safety.  The other proposed changes create a 
more effective enforcement process through the administrative citation process for 
various violations.  These changes reduce burdens on the court system and give the 
Department a more effective process for enforcing these requirements.  The changes 
provide ways for owners of unaltered dogs and cats to comply with legally mandated pet 
licensing requirements.  It provides a definition of “provoke” in the context of potentially 
dangerous and vicious dog cases so questions regarding the provocation of the animal 
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can be properly reviewed during the investigation and hearing process.  The proposed 
ordinance also allows pet owners to be immediately notified if their pets become ill or 
injured while under the care of an animal facility.  Other minor changes are included for 
clarity. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Upon Board approval, the Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors, is requested to 
return one adopted stamped Board letter to the Department. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MARCIA MAYEDA 
Director 
 
MM:HWH:in 
S:BrdCorres:BLs:9.22.20:/bl Title10-Groom Ord 9.22.20 

 
c: Chief Executive Office 
 County Counsel 
 Executive Office, Board of Supervisors 
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From: Irene Natividad  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 4:21 PM 
To: Chris Ah San <CAhSan@bos.lacounty.gov>; Cindy Chen 
<cchen@bos.lacounty.gov>; Elisa Arcidiacono (EArcidiacono@bos.lacounty.gov) 
<EArcidiacono@bos.lacounty.gov>; KOrtega@bos.lacounty.gov; Sulic, Ivan 
<ISulic@bos.lacounty.gov>; Timothy Lippman <tlippman@bos.lacounty.gov>; Omoto-
Frias, Tamela; NSwiatek@bos.lacounty.gov; LCohen@bos.lacounty.gov 
Cc: Marcia Mayeda <MMayeda@animalcare.lacounty.gov>; Joji Cruz 
<JCruz@animalcare.lacounty.gov> 
Subject: Animal Care's Board Letter for September 22, 2020, BOS Agenda - Title 10 - 
Grooming Ordinance 
 
Good afternoon! 
 
Attached is the Department of Animal Care and Control's Board letter submission for the 
September 22, 2020, BOS Public Hearing Agenda.  We have also included a summary 
of the substantive changes at the end of the package.  You may contact Marcia Mayeda 
if you have any questions.  Please provide a response with your consent or objection 
before the September 10, 2020, filing date. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Irene Natividad 
Executive Secretary 
Animal Care and Control 
County of Los Angeles 
5898 Cherry Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90805 
(562) 728-4610 
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